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THB contenta of these volumes have been written down directly 
from my dictation, over 8 period of several years, by my friend 
and wife，who wished me to tell her the story of my life， 蕊 
WaS8 the desire of both of us thbat these details of my life 
shouljd be accessible to our family and to our gsgincere and 
trusted friends ; and we qdqecided therefore，in order to provide 
against 8 possible destruction of the one manu8scripbtb to have 
3 8mall number of copieg printed at our Own expen8e. As the 
Value of this autobiography consists in ite unadorned veracity， 
which, under the circumstances，is its only justification, there- 
fore my statements bad to be accompanied by precise names and 
dates; hence there could be no question of their publication 
until some time after my death，should interest in them 8still 
survive in our descendants, and on that point I intend leaving 
directions in Iny will. 

If, on thbe other hand, we do not refuse certain intimate friends 
a 8ight of these papers now, it is that, relying on their genuine 
interest in the contents, we are confident that they will not pass 
on their knowledge to any who do not share their feelings in 


the matter. 
RICHARD WAGNER. 
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工 wA8 born at Leipzig on the 22nd of May 1813, in a room on 
the second foor of the “Red and White Lion”and two days 
latezr was baptized at St。TIhomas's Church，and christened 
Wilhelm Richard. 

My father，Friedricoh Wagner，was at the time of my birth 
a clerk 让 thbe police service at Leipzig，and hoped to get 
the post of Chief Constable in that town，but he died in the 
October of that same year. His death was partly due to the 
great exertions imposed upon him by the stress of police work 
during the waz troubles and the battle of Leipzig，and partly 
to the facet that he fell a victim to the nervous fever which 
was Taging at that time， As regards his fathers position in 
life，I learnt later that he had held a small civil appointment 
8a8 toll cojlector at the Ranstidt Gate，but had distinguished 
himseltf from those in the same station by giving his two 8ons 
8 Superior education，my father，Friedrich，studying law，and 
the younger 8omn Adolph, theology. 

My uncele subsequently exercised no small infuence on my 
development; we shall meet him again at a critical tarning- 
point in thbe story of my youth.， 

My father，whom 工 had lost so early，was，88 工 discovered 
afterwards，8& great lover of poetry and literature ip general， 
and possessed in particular an almost passionate affection for 
tbe drama，which was at that time much in vogue among the 
educated classes。 My mother told me，among other things， 
that he took her to Lauchastadt for the frst performance of the 
有 Braat 200 Messtid， and hat on the promenade he pointed out 
Schiller and Goethe to her, and reproved her warmly for never 
having heard of these great men， He is said to have been not 
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altogether free from a gallant interest in actresses。 My mother 
used to complain ]jokingly that she often had to keep lunceh 
waliting for him while he was paying court to a certain famous 
actress of the day.! When she scolded him，he vowed that 
he had been delayed by papers that had to be attended to， 
and as 8 proof of his assertion pointed to his fngers，which were 
supposed to be stained with ink，but on closer inspection were 
found to be quite clean。 His great fondness for the theatre 
was further shown by his choice of the actor，Ludwig Geyer， 
a8 One of his intimate friends.。 Although his choice of thig 
friend was no doubt mainly due to his love for the theatre，he 
at the same time introduced into his family the noblest of 
benefactors; for this modest artist，Pprompted by &a warm 
interest in the lot of his friend”s large family，so unexpectedqly 
left destitute，devoted the remainder of his life to making 
strenuous efforts to maintain and educate the orphans。， 卫 ven 
when the police o 鱼 cial was spending his evenings at the thbeatre， 
the worthy actor generally flled his place in the family circle， 
and it seems had frequently to appease my mother，who， 
rightly or wrongly，complained of the frivolity of her husband. 

How deeply the homeless artist，harzrd pressed by life and 
tossed to 8nd fro，longed to feel himself at home in &a symp8- 
thetie family circle，was proved by the faect that a year after 
his friend"s death he married his widow，and from that time 
forward became a most loving father to the seven children that 
had been left behind. 

Jn this onerous undertaking he was favoured by an unex- 
pected improvement in his position， for he obtained a remuner- 
ativVe，Tespectable，and permanent engagement，8s 8 character 
actor，at the newly established Court Theatre in Dresdqen. 
His talent for painting，which had already helped him to earn 
8 livelihood when forced by extreme poverty to break of his 


.university studies, again stood him in good stead in his position 


at Dresden. True，he complained even more than hisg critics 
that he had been kept from &a regular and systematice study of 
this art，yet his extraordinary aptitudqe，for portrait painting 
in particular，secured him such important commissions that 
he unfortunately exhausted his strength prematurely by his 
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twofold exertions as painter and actor， Once，when he was 
invited to Munich to fulfl a temporary engagement at the Court 
Theatre, he received, through the distinguished recommendation 
of the Saxon Court， such pressing commissions from the Bava- 
rian (Wourt for portraits of the royal familly that he thought 让 
wise to cancel his contract altogether.。 He algo had a turn for 
poetry。 Besides fragments 一 often in very dainty verse 一 he 
wrote several comedies，one of which，PDer Bet1ejernaztzscjpe 
下 tderiord，in rhymed Alexandrines，was often performed ; 
it was published and received the warmest praise from Goethe. 

This excellent man，under whose care our family moved to 
Dresden wbhen 工 was two years old，and by whom my mother 
had another daughter，Cecilia，now also took my education in 
hand with the greatest care and affection。 也 e wished to 
adopt me altogether，and accordingly，when 工 was sent to my 
first school，he gave me his own name，8o that till the age of 
fourteen 工 was known to my Dresden sehoolfellows as 了 ichard 
Geyer; and it was not until some years after my stepfather's 
deathb，and on my family's return to Leipzig，the home of my 
own kith and kin, that 工 resumed the name of Wagner， 

The earliest recollections of my cehildhood are associated with 
Imy stepfather，and passed from him to the theatre， 工 well 
remember that he would have 1iked to see me develop a talent 
for painting; and his studio，with the easel and the pictures 
upon it，did not fail to Impress me。 工 remember in particular 
that I tried, with a childish love of imitation, to copy & portrait 
of 了 ing Erederick Augustus of Saxony; but when this simple 
daubing had to give place to a serious study of drawing, II could 
not stand it， possibly because 工 was disecouraged by the 
pedantic technique of my teacher，a cousin of mine，who was8 
rather a bore。 At one time during my early boyhood I 工 became 
80 Weak after some childish ailment thbat my mother told me 
later she used almost to wish me dead, for it seemed as though 
工 ahoujd never get well However，my subsequent good health 
apparently astonlighed my parents。 工 afterwards learnt the 
noblje part played by my excellent stepfather on this occasion 
also; he neVver gave Way to despair，in spite of the cares and 
troubles of so large a family，but remained patient through- 
out，and never lost the hope of pulling me through safely. 
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My imagination at thisg time was deeply impressed by my 
acquaintance with the theatre，with which 工 was brought into 
contact，not only as & childish spectator from the mysterious 
stagebox，with ite access to the stage，and by visite to the 
wardrobe with its fantastice costumes，wigs and other disguises， 
but also by taking a part in the performances myself. After 
Ihad been fjlled with fear by seelng my father play the villain?8 
part in such tragedies as Dre 研 atse WwWnd der Morder， Dre petden 
Ga1eerensklavyem， 工 occasionally took part in comedy.。 工 re- 
member that 工 appeared in Deyr 环 ezmberg an der 万 ie a piece 
specially written to welcome the 有 ing of Saxony on his return 
from captivity，with music by the conductor，C. M. von Weber. 
In this Ifgured in a 如 Dieaw yaxd 88 an angel，sewn Up in 
tighte with wings on my back， in a graceful pose which 工 had 
laboriously pracetised.。 工 also remember on this occasion being 
given 3a& big lced cake，which 工 was assured the 玉 ing had 
intended for me personally. Lastly， 工 can recall taking a 
child's part in which 工 had a few words to speak in 及 otzebue?s 
aferscjnezjass 20 天 eeL which furnished me with an excuse 
at 8chool for not having learnt my lessons。 工 said 工 bad too 
much to do，as 工 had to learn by heart an important part in 
Dems Menscjhem ausSser der 尼 ezje.2 

On the other hand, to show how seriously my father regarded 
my educationwhen 工 was six years old he took me to a clergy- 
man lin the country at 了 ossendorf，near Dresden，where 工 was 
to be given 8 sound and healthy training with other boys 
of my own class， Jn the evening，the vicar，whose name 
WwWa8 Wetzel，used to tell us the story of Robinson Crusoe， 
and discuss lt with Us in 8 highly instructive manner。 工 
was，Inoreovez，Inuch lmpressed by a biography of Mozart 
which was read aloud; and the newspaper accounts and 
Imonthly reports of the events of the Greek War of Independ- 
ence stirred my imagination deeply. My love for Greece， 
whbich afterwards made me turn with enthusiasm to the myth- 
ology and bistory of ancient 也 ellag，was thus the natural 
outcome of the intense and painful interest 工 took in the 

1“Misanthropy and Remorse, 

2“ “The Man out of the Rank or Row.” In the German this is a simple 


phonetic corruption of Kotzebue's title，which might easily occur to a child 
whbho had only heard, and not read, that title. 一 了 DrIroB。 
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events of this period。 JIn after years the story of the struggle 
of the Greeks against the Persians always revived my impres- 
siongs of thie modern revolt of Greece against the ITurks. 

One day，when 工 had been in this country home searoely 8 
year，8 Inessenger cahme from town to ask the vicar to take me 
to my parente”house in Dresden，as my father was dying- 

We did the three hours' journey on foot; and as 工 was very 
exhausted when 工 arrived， 工 scarcely understood whby my 
mother was crying.， Ihe next day 工 was taken to my fathers 
bedside; the extreme weakness with which he spoke to me， 
combined with all the precautions taken in the last desperate 
treatment of his complaint 一 acute hydrothorax 一 made the 
whole scene appear like a dream to me, and 工 think 工 was too 
frightened and surprised to cry. 

In the next room Iy mother asked me to show her what 工 
could play on the piano，wisely hoping to divert my father"8 
thoughte by the sound.， 工 played ebp” ?mner 了 T7eL WCG 
及 edchpett，and my father said to her, “Is it possible he 
has mmusical talent?? 

In the early hours of the next morning my mother came 
into the great night nursery，and，standing by the bedside of 
each of us in turn, told us，with sobs, that our father was dead， 
and gave US each 8 message with his blessing， Io me she 
said，“ He hoped to make something of you. 

JIn the afternoon my schoolmaster，Wetzel，came to take 
me back to the country.， We walked the whole way to Possen- 
dorf，arriving at nightfall， On the wa8y 工 asked him many 
questions about the stare，of which he gave me my first intelli- 
gent idea-. 

A week later my stepfather's brother arrived from 卫 isleben 
for the funeral. He promisedq，as far 88 he was able, to support 
the family，which was now once more destitute，and undqertook 
to provide for my future education， 

took jleave of my companions and of the kind-hearted 


clergymanm, and it was for his funeral that 工 paid my next visit ， 


to 了 ossendorf a few years later， 工 did not go to the place 
again ftill long afterwards，when 工 visited it on an excursion 
such as 工 often made, far into the country，at the time when 工 
was conducting the orchestra in Dresden。， 工 was much grieved 
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not to find the old parsonage still there,but in its place a more 
pretentious modern structure，which so turned me against the 
locality，thbat thenceforward my excursions were aways made 
in another direction。 

Ihis time my uncle brought me back to Dresden in the 
carriage。 工 found my mother and sister in the deepest mourn- 
ing，8and remember being received for the first time with a 
tenderness not usual in our family; and 工 noticed that the same 
tenderness marked our leavetaking，when，a few days later， 
my uncle took me with him to 了 isleben. 

工 his uncle，who was a younger brother of my stepfather， 
had settled there as a goldsamith，and Julius，one of my elder 
brothers，had already been apprenticed to him.。 Our old 
grandmother also lived with this bachelor son，and as it Was 
evident that she could not live long，she was not informed of 
the death of her eldest son，which Itoo，was bidden to koeep 
to myself. Ihe servant carefully removed the crape from my 
coat，telling me she would keep it until my grandmother died， 
Which was likely to be soon。 

工 was now often called upon to tell her about my father，and 
it wa8s no great di 值 culty for me to keep the secret of his death， 
8&8 工 had scarcely realised it myself.。 She lived in a dark back 
Toom looking out upon 8 narrowW courtyard，and took a great 
delight in watehing the robins that futtered freely about her， 
and for which she always kept fresh green boughs by the 
stove。 When some of these robins were killed by the cat， 工 
managed to catch others for her in the nelighbourhood，which 
pleased her very much，and，in return，she kept me tidy and 
clean。 Her death，8s had been expected，took place before 
long，and the crape that had been put away w88 noW openly 
worn in 了 上 18leben. 

The back room，with its robins and green branches，now 
knew me no more，but 工 soon made myself at home with a 
soap-boiler's family，to whom the house belonged，and became 
popular with them on account of the stories 工 told them. 

I was sent to 8 private school kept by a man called Weiss， 
who left an impression of gravity and dignity upon my mind. 

Towards the end of the fifties 工 was greatly moved at reading 
in & musical paper the account of a concert at 了 isleben，con- 
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sisting of parts of 7ozrojinlser，at Which my former master， 
who had not forgotten his young pupil，had been present. 

The little old town with Luther's house，and the numberless 
memorials it contained of his stay there，has often，in later 
days，come back to me in dreams。 工 have always wished to 
revisit it and verify the clearness of my recollections，bnut， 
strange to S8y， 让 has never been my fate to do so We lived 
in thbe market-place，where 工 was often entertained by strange 
sightes，8such，for instance，88 performances by a troupe of 
acrobate，in whlich a mman walked a rope stretehed from tower 
to tower across the square，an achievement which long inspired 
Ime with a passion for such feats of daring， Indeed，I got so 
far as to wajk a rope fairly easlly myself with the heljp of a 
balancing-pole。 工 bad made the rope out of cords twisted 
together and stretehed across the courtyard，and even now 工 
still feel a desire to gratify my acrobatic instincts。 IThe thing 
that attracted me most，however，w8s the brass band of a 
也 ussar regiment quartered at 卫 isleben。 It often played a 
certain piece which had just come out，and which was making 
8 great sensation， 工 mean the “也 untesamen's Chorus ” out of the 
Z7etzscjiitz，that had been recently performed at the Opera i 
Berlin。 My uncle and brother asked me eagerly about its com- 
poser，Weber，whom 工 must have seen at my parents” house 
in Dresden，when he was conductor of the orchestra there. 

About the same time the vagjfernkranz Was zealously 
played and sung by some friends who lived near us。 These 
two pieces cured me of my weakness for the “YYpsilanti， 
Waltz，which til that time 工 hbad regarded as the most won- 
derful of compositions. 

工 have recollections of frequent tussles with the town boys， 
who were constantly mocking at me for my square cap; and 
I remember， too, that 工 was very fond of rambles of adqventure 
among the rocky banks of the Unstrut. 

My uncles marriage late in life, and the starting of his new 
home，brought about a marked alteration in his relations to 
my family. 

After 8 lapse of a year 工 was taken by him to Leipzig， 
8and handed over for some days to the Wagners，my own 
father's relatives，consisting of my uncle Adolph and his sister 
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Friederike Wagner TIhis extraordinarily interesting man， 
whose influence afterwards becarme ever more stimulating to 
Ime，now for the first time brought himself and his singular 
environment into my life. 

He and my aunt were very close friends of Jeannette Thom6， 
8 queer old malid who shared with them a large house in the 
market-place，in which，if 工 am not mlstaken，the 卫 lectoral 
family of Saxony had，ever since the days of Augustus the 
Strong，hired and furnished the two Principal storeys for their 
own Use Whenever they were in Lelpzig. 

So far as 工 know，jJeannette Ihom6 really owned the second 
storey，of which she inhabited only a modest apartment look- 
ing out on the courtyard. As，however，the 及 ing merely 
occupied the hired rooms for a few days in the year，Jeannette 
and her circle generally made use of his splendid apartments， 
andq one of these staterooms was made into a bedroom for me. 

IIhe decorations and fttings of these rooms also dated from 
the days of Augustus the Strong. 工 hey were luxuriousg with 
heavy silk and rich rococo furniture，all of which were much 
soiled with age。 As a matter of fact, 工 wasg delighted by these 
large strange rooms，]looking out upon the bustling Leipzig 
market-place，where 工 loved above all to .watch the students 
in the crowd making their way along in thelir old-fashioned 
“Club : attire, and flling up the whole width of the street. 

There was only one portion of the decorations of the rooms 
that 工 thoroughly disliked，and tbis consisted of thbe variousg 
portraits，but partieularly those of high-born dames in booped 
petticoats，with youthful faces and powdered hair. 工 hese 
appeared to me exactly like ghosts，who，when 工 was alone in 
the room，seemed to come back to life，and flled me with the 
most abject fear Io sleep alone in thisg distant chamber， 
in that old-fashioned bed of state，beneath those Unearthly 
pictures，was 8& constant terror to me， It is true Itried to hide 
my fear from my aunt when she jighted me to bed in the 
evening with her candle，but never a night passed in which 工 
was not 8 prey to the most horrible ghostly visions，my dread 
of which would leave me in &a bath of perspiration， 

The personajlity of the three chief occupants of thils storey 
wa8 admirably adapted to materialise the ghostly impressiong 
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of the house into a reality that resembled some strange 
falry-tale. 

Jeannette Ihom6 was very small and stout; she wore 8 fair 
Titas wig，and seemed to hug to herself the consciousness of 
Vanighed beauty.。 My aunt，her faithful friend and guardian， 
who was also an old maid，was remarkable for the height and 
extreme leanness of her person。 The oddity of her otherwise 
Very pleasant face was increased by an exceedingly pointed chin. 

My uncle Adolph had chosen as hig permanent study a dark 
room in the courtyard.。 There it was that 工 saw him for the 
first time, suUrrounded by a great wilderness of books, and attired 
in an Unpretentious indoor costume, the most striking feature of 
which was 8a tall, pointed felt cap, such as 工 had seen worn by the 
clown who belonged to the troupe of rope-dancers at 了 上 isleben. 
A great love of independence had driven him to this strange 
retreat。 了 e had been originally destined for the Churech，but 
he soon gave that Up，in order to devote himself entirely to 
philological studies。 了 But as he had the greatest dislike of 
acting 88 8 professor and teacher in a regular post， he soon tried 
to make 8 meagre livelihood by literary work.。 也 e had certain 
80cial giftes，and especially a fne tenor voice，and appears in 
his youth to have been welcome as 8 Iman of letters among 8 
fairly wide circle of friends at Leipzig. 

On &a trip to Jena，during which he and a companion seem 
to have found their way into various musical and oratorical 
a8socliations，he paid a visit to 8Schiller. With this object in 
View，he had come armed with a request from the management 
of the Leipzig Iheatre，who wanted to secure the rights of 
机 azenstet， which was just fnished. 了 He told me later of the 
magic impression made upon him by Sochiller，withb hisg tall 
slight fgure and irresistibly attractive blue eyes.。 有 is only 
complaint was that，owing to a well-meant trick played on 
him by his friend, he had been placed in a most trying position ; 
for the latter had managed to send Schiller a small volume of 
Adoljph Wagners poems in advance. 

The young poet was mch embarrassed to hear SSchiller 
address him in fattering terms on the subjecet of his poetry， 
but was convinced that the great man was merely encouraging 
him out of kindness。 Afterwards he devoted himself entirely 
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to philologiceal studqies 一 one of his best-known publications 
in_ that department being his 忆 arnasso talzaz0，which he 
dedicated to Goethe in an Italian poem。 True，I 工 have heard 
experts 88y that the latter w8s written in Unusually pompous 
ltalian; but Goethe sent him 8a letter full of praisge，as well as 
& 8ilver cup from his own household plate. The impression 
that 工 as a boy of eight，conceived of Adolph Wagner, amid the 
SUrroundings of his own home，was that he was 8 peculiarly 
puzzling character. 

工 soon had to leave the influence of thisg environment and 
wasg brought back to my people at Dresden.。 Meanwhile my 
family，under the guidance of my bereaved mother，had been 
obliged to settle down as well as they could under the circum- 
stances。 My eldest brother Albert，whbo originally intended 
to study medicine，had，upon the advice of Weber，who had 
much admired his beautiful tenor voice，started his tbheatrical 
career in Breslau。 My second sister Louilsa soon followed his 
example，and became 8n actress. My eldest sister Rosalie 
had obtained an excellent engagement at the Dresden Court 
Theatre，and the younger members of the family all looked 
Up to her; for she was now the main support of our poor 
sorTowWing mother. My family still ocecupied the same com- 
fortable home which my father had made for them.。 Some of 
the spare room8 Were occaslonally let to strangers，8and NSpohr 
was among those who at one time lodged with us。 Thanks to her 
great energy, 8nd to heljp recelved from various sources (among 
whieh the continued generosity of the Court，out of respect 
to the memory of my late stepfather，must not be forgotten )， 
my mother managed so well in making both ends meet，that 
even my education did not suffer. 

After it had been decided that my sister Clara，owing to her 
exceedingly beautiful voice，should also go on the stage，my 
mother took the greatest care to prevent me from developing 
any taste whatever for the theatre， She never ceased to 
reproach herself for having consented to tbhe theatrical career 
of my eldest brother，and as my second brother showed no 
greater talents thban those which were useful to him as a gold- 
smith，it was now her chief desire to see some progress Immade 
towards the fulflment of the hopes and wishes of zy step- 
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father,“who hoped to make something of me.” On the com- 
pletion of my eighth year 工 was sent to the 玉 reuz Grammar 
Sehool in Dresden，where it was hoped 工 woud study! ITbhere 
工 was placed at the bottom of the lowest class， and started my 
education under the most unassuming auspices. 

My mother noted with much interest the slightest slgns 工 
mijght show of a _ growing love and ability for my work。 She 
herself，though not highly educated，always created a lasting 
impresslon on 8]1] who really learnt to know her，and displayed 
8 pecujiar combination of pzractical domestic e 伍 ciency and 
keen intellectual animation。 She never gave one of her chil- 
dren any definite information concerning her antecedents。 She 
came from Welssenfels, and admitted thbat her parents had been 
bakers 1 there， 了 ven in regard to her maiden name she always 
spoke with some embarrassment，and intimated that it 双 a8 
“ Perthes,， though, as we afterwards ascertained, it was in reality 
“Bertz.” Strange to Say，8she had been placed in a high-elass 
boardqing-school in Leipzig，where she had enjoyed the advan- 
tage of the care and interest of one of “her father's infuential 
friends,” to whom she afterwards referred as being &a Weimar 
prince who had been very kind to her family in Weissenfels. 
Her education in that establishment seemas to have been 
interrupted on account of the sudden death of this“friend.， 
She became acquainted with my father at 8a very early age， 
and married him in the frst bloom of her youth，he also being 
very young，though he already held an appointment. Her 
chief characteristics seem to have been 8 keen sense of humour 
and an 8miable temper，so0 we need not suppose that it Was 
Imerely a sense of duty towards the family of a departed com- 
rade that afterwards induced the admirable Ludwig Geyer to 
enter into matrimony with her when she w8s no longer youth- 
ful，but rather that he was jimpelled to that step by a sincere 
and warm Tegard for the widow of his friend. A portrait of 
her，painted by Geyer during the lifetime of my father，gives 
one 8 very favourable impression of what she must have been. 
卫 ven from the time when my recollection of her is quite dis- 
tinct，she always had to wear 8 cap owing to some 8light 
affection of the head，so that 工 have no recollection of her as 


1 According to more recent information 一 mil-ownerse. 
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& young and pretty mother.。 Her trying position at the head 
of & numerous family (of which I was the seventh surviving 
member)，the di 鱼 culty of obtaining the wherewithal to rear 
them，and of keeping up appearances on very limlted resources， 
did not conduce to evolve that teander sweetness and sojlicitude 
which are usually associated with motherhood. 工 hardly ever 
recojlect her having fondled me。 Indeed，demonstrations of 
affection were not common in our family，although a certain 
impetuous，&lmost passionate and boisterous manner 8lways 
characterised our dealings。 Thisg being so, it naturally seemed 
to me quite a great event when one night I,， fretful with sleepi- 
ness，lookedq up at her with tearful eyes 8s she was taking me 
to bed,， and saw her gaze back at me proudly and fondljy，and 
speak of me to 8a visitor then present with a certain amount of 
tenderness。 

What struck me more particularly about her was the strange 
enthusiasm and almost pathetie manner with which she spoke 
of the great and of the beautiful in Art. Under this heading， 
however, she would never have let me suppose that she included 
dramatie art，but only Poetry，Mnusic，and Painting. Conse- 
quently，she often even threatened me with her curse should 


工 ever express 8a desire to go on the stage. Moreover，she was 


very religiously inelined。 With intense fervour she would 
often give us long sermons about God and the divine quality 
in man，during which，now and again，suddenly lowering her 
volce in a rather funny way, she would interrupt hersejlf in order 
to rebuke one of us。 After the death of our stepfather she used 
to assemble us all round her bed every morning，when one of 
us would read out a hymn or a part of the Church service from 
the prayer-book before she took her coffee. Sometimes the 
choice of the part to be read was hardly appropriate，as，for 
instance，when my sister Clara on one occasion thoughtlessly 
read the “了 Prayer to be said in time of War and delivered 让 
with so Imuch expresslion that my mother interrupted her， 
saying:“ Oh， stop! Good gracious mel TIhings are not quite 
80 bad as that.。 There ”8 no war on at present 

Jn spite of our limited means we had lively and 一 as they 
appeared to my boyish Imagination 一 even brilliant evening 
partles sometimes.。 After the death of my stepfather，who， 
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thanks to his success 8s 8 portrait painter，in the later years of 
his life had raised hig income to what for those days was & 
realy decent total，many agreeable acquaintances of very 
good social position whom he had made during this fourishing 
period astill remained on friendly terns with us，and would 
occasionally join us at our evening gatherings。 Amongst those 
who came were the members of the Court Theatre，who at that 
time gave Very charming 8nd highly entertaining parties of 
their own，which，on my return to Dresden later on， 工 found 
had been altogether given Up. 

Very delightftul，too，were the pienics arranged between us 
and our friends at some of the beautiful spots around Dresden， 
for thele excursions were always brightened by a certain 
artistie spirit and general good cheer. 工 remember one such 
outing we arranged to Loschwitz，where we made & kind of 
gypsy camp，in which Carl Maria von Weber played hig part 
in the character of cook. At home we 8lso had some mnusic. 
My sister Rosalie played the piano，and Clara was beginning 
to sing. Of the various theatrical performances we organised 
in those early days，often after elaborate preparation，with the 
view of amusing ourselves on the birthdays of ourz elders, 工 can 
hardly remember one，savye & parody on the romantice play of 
appho，by Grillparzer，in which 工 took part 88 one of the 
singers in the crowd that preceded Phaon's triumphal car。 工 
endeavoured to revive these Imemories by means of 8 fne 
puppet show，which 工 found among the effects of my late step- 
father，and for which he himself had painted some beautiful 
scenery。 It was Iy intention to surprise Imy people by means 
of a brilliant performance on this little stage。 After 工 bad 
very elumsily made several puppets，and had provided them 
with a scanty wardrobe made from cuttinga of material pur- 
joined from my sisters,， 工 started to compose a chivajlric drama， 
in which 工 proposed to rehearse my puppets。 When 工 had 
drafted the first scene,， my sisters happened to discover the MAS. 
sand jiterally laughed it to scorn，and, to my great 8nnoyance， 
for a long time afterwards they chaffed me by repeating one 
particular sentence which 工 had put into the mouth of the 
heroine, and which was 一 7cj 1Ore sc1om Ge Rztte7 1700sem 〈 工 
hear his knightly footsteps falling ")， 
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TI now returned with renewed ardour to the theatre，with 
”Which，even at thisg time，my family was in close touch。 Den 
7elscjpiitz in partieceular appealed very strongly to my imagina- 
tion，Imainljy on account of its ghostly theme. The emotions 
of terror and the dread of ghosts formed quite an important 
factor in the development of my mind. rom my earliest 
childhood certain Inysterious and Unceanny kbings exereised 
8n enormous infuence over me， 芽 工 were left alone in a room 
for long，I remember that，when gazing at lifeless objects such 
88 pileces of furniture，8and concentrating my attention Upon 
them， 工 would suddenly shriek out with fright，because they 
seemed to me 8Bjive. 卫 ven during the latest years of my 
boyhood，not a night passed without my waking out of some 
ghostly dream and uttering the most frightful shrieks，which 
subsided only at thbe sound of some human voice。 The most 
8eVere Tebuke or even chastisement seemed to me at those 
times no Inore thban 8 blessed release。 None of my brothers or 
8lsters would sleep anywhere near me They put me to sleep 
88 far 88 possible away from the others，without thinking that 
Iny eries for help would only be louder and longer; but in the 
end they got used even to this nightly disturbance. 

In connection with this childqish terror，what attracted me 
80 strongly to the theatre 一 by which 工 mean also the stage， 
the rooms behind the scenes，and thbe dressing-rooms 一 W8s 
not 80 much the desire for entertainment and amusement such 
88 that which impels the present-day theatre-goers，but the 
fascinating pleasure of fnding myself in an entirely different 
atmosphere，in 8 World that was purely fantastic and often 
gruesomely attractive。 工 hus to me 8 scene，even 8 Wing， 
represeuting 8 bush，or some costume or characteristic part of 
it，8seemed to come from another world，to be in some Way 
83 attractive 88 380 apparition，and 工 felt that contact with 
it might serve 88 8 lever to lift me from the dull reality of 
daily routine to that delightful region of spirits。 卫 verything 
connected with a theatrical performance had for me the charm 
of mystery，it both bewitehed and fascinated me，and while 
I was trying，with the help of a few playmates,， to imitate the 
performance of Deyr 7ezschiitz, and to devote myself energetic- 
ay to reproducing thbe needful costumes and masks in my 
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grotesque style of painting，the more elegant contents of my 
sisters” wardrobes，in the beanutifying of which 工 bad often 
seen_ the family oceupied，exerclised a subtle charm over my 
imagination ; nay，Iy7 heart would beat madly at the very 
touch of one of thbeir dresses. 

In spite of the fact that as 工 already mentioned，our family 
was not given to outward manifestations of affection，yet thbe 
fact that 工 was brought up entirely among feminine surround- 
ings must necessarily have infuenced the development of the 
sensltive 8ide of my nature。 了 erhaps it w88s8 precisely because 
my immediate circle was generally rough and impetuous，that 
the opposite characteristics of womanhood，especially such as 
were connected with the imaginary world of the thbeatre， 
created a feeling of such tender longing in me. 

Luckily these fantastie humours，merging from the gruesome 
into bhe mawkish，were counteracted and balanced by more 
serioua infuences Undergone at school at the hands of my 
teachers and schoolfejlows. 了 ven there，jit was chiefy the 
Weird that aroused Imy keenest interest 工 can harqly judge 
whether 工 had what would be called a good head for study。 工 
think thbat，in general，what 工 really liked 工 was soon able to 
gra8pP Without Inuch e 在 ort，whereas 工 hardljy exerted myself 
at 8]l in the study of subjects that were Uncongenial. This 
characteristice was most marked in regard to arithbmetie and， 
laterz on，mathematics。 JIn neither of these subjects did 工 
ever SUcceed in bringing my Imind seriously to bear upon the 
tasks tbat were set me。 JIn the matter of the Classics，too,， 工 
paid onjy ]ust as much attention 88 Was absolutely mecessary 
to enable me to get & grasp of them; for 工 was stimulated by 
the desire to reproduce them to myself dramatically。 JIn this 
Way Greek partieceularly attracted me，because the stories from 
Greek mythology so seized upon my fancey that I 工 tried to 
imagine their heroes 8a8 speaking to me in their native tongue， 
so 88 to satisfy my longing for complete familiarity with them， 
Jmn these cirecumstances it will be readily Understood that the 
g 红 8mmar of the language seemed to Ime merely a tiresome 
obstacle，and bv no Imeangs in itself an interesting branch of 
knowledge. 

工 he fact that my study of janguages was never very thborough， 
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perhaps best explains the fact that 工 was afterwards so ready 
to cease troubling about them altogether. Not until much 
jater did this study realjly begin to interest me again，and that 
was onl]y when I learnt to understand its physiological and 
philosophical side，as it was revealed to our modern Germanists 
by the pioneer work of Jakob Grimm. Ihen，when it Was 
too late to apply myself thoroughly to a study which at jlast 
工 had learned to appreciate， 工 regretted that this newer con- 
ception of the study of languages had not yet found acceptance 
in ouUr cojleges when 工 was younger， 

Nevertheless,by my successes in philological work 工 managed 
to attract the attention of aa young teacher at the 及 reuz 
Grammar Soehool a Master of Arts named Sillig，who proved 
Very helpful to me He often permitted me to visit him and 
show him my work，consisting of metric trzanslations and 8 few 
original poems，and he always seemed very pleased with my 
efforts in recitation。 What he thought of me may best be 
]udged perhaps from the fact that he made me， as a boy of 
about twelve，recite not only “Hectors 下 arewell ” from the 
7liad，but even 瑟 amjlet'e celebrated monologue. On one 
occasion，when 工 was ip the fourth form of the school，one of 
my schoolfellows，a boy named Starke, suddenly fell dead，and 
the tragie event aroused so much sympathy，that not only did 
tbhe whole school attend the funeral，but the headmaster also 
ordered that & poem should be written in commemoration of 
the ceremony，and that this poem should be published。 Of the 
various poems submitted，among which there was one by my- 
self， prepared very hurriedly，mnone seemed to the master 
worthy of the honour which he had promised，and he there- 
fore announced his intention of substituting one of his own 
8peeches in the place of our rejected attemptes. Much dais- 
tressed by this decision, 工 quickly sought out Professor Siljlig， 
with the view of urging him to intervene on behalf of my poem. 
We thbereupon went through it together。 Its well-constructed 
and well-rhymed verses， written in stanzas of eight lines， 
determined him to revise the whole of it carefully.。 Much 
of ites imagery w88 bombastic，and far beyond the conception 
of a boy of my age。 工 recollect that in one part 工 had drawn 
extensively from the monologue iDP Addison's Cato，8spoken 
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by Cato just before his suiclide。 工 had met with this passage 
in an 了 nglish grammar，and it had made a deep impression 
Upon Ime。 工 he words :“ 工 he stars shal fade away，the sun 
himself grow dim with age，and nature sink in years)”which， 
at al events，were 8& direct plaglarism，made Sillig laugh 一 8 
thbing at which 工 was & little offended. 有 owever， 工 felt very 
grateful to him, for, thanks to the care and rapidity with which 
he cleared my poem of these extravagances)，jit wa8s eyentuajjy 
accepted by the headmaster，printed，and widely circulated. 

The effect of this success Was8 extraordinary，both on my 
schoolfellows and on my own family.。 My mother devoutly 
folded her hands in thbankfulness，and in my own mind my 
vocation seemed quite a settled thing. 工 was clear，beyond 
the possibility of a doubt，that 工 was destined to be 8 poet. 
Professor Sillig wished me to compose 8 grand epic，and sug- 
gested as a subject“The Battle of Parnassus,” as described by 
Pausaniasgs。 互 is reasons for this choice were based Upon the 
legend related by Pausanias，viz.，that in the second century 
B.O。the Muses from 了 arnassus aided the combined Greek 
armies against the destructive invasion of the Gauls by provok- 
ing & panie among the latter， 工 actually began Imy herolec 
poem in hexameter verse，but could not get tbrough the first 
canto。 

Not being far enough advanced in the language to under- 
stand the Greek tragedies thoroughly in the original，my own 
attempts to construct a tragedy in the Greek form were greatly 
infuenced by the fact that quite by accident 工 came acros8 
August Apel'e clever imitation of this style in his striking 
poems “了 olyidoe ” and “Aitolier.” or my theme 工 selected 
the death of U]lysses，from a fable of 瑟 yginus，according to 
which the aged hero is killed by his son，the offspring of hia 
union with Calypso。 But 工 did not get very far with this work 
either，before 工 gave it up 

My mind became so bent upon this sort of thing, that duller 
studies Daturalljy ceased to interest me TIhe mythology， 
jegends，and，at last，tbe history of Greece alone attracted me. 

工 was fond of life，merry with my companions，and always 
ready for a joke or an adventure. Moreover, 工 was constantly 
forming friendships，almost passionate in their ardour，with 
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one or the other of my comrades，8and ip choosing my 
associates 工 was mainly infuenced by the extent to whiceh 
Iy7 new acquaintance appealed to Imy eccentric imagina- 
tion。 At one time it would be poetising and versifying that 
decided my choice of a friend; at another, theatrical enterprises， 
while now and then it would be a longing for rambling and 
Imischilet. 

urthermore，when 工 reached my thirteenth year，8a great 
change came over ouUr family affairs。 My 8sister Rosalie，who 
had become the ehief support of our household，obtained an 
advantageous engagement at the theatre in Prague，whither 
mother and children removed in 1826，thus giving up the 
Dresden home altogether.， 工 was left behind in Dresden，8so 
that 工 might continue to attend the KRreuz Grammar School 
until 工 was ready to go up to the university. 工 was therefore 
sent to board and lodge with a family named Bohme，whose 
s8ong 工 had known at school，and in whose house 工 already felt 
quite at home. With my reslidence in thisg somewhat rough， 
poor，and not particularly well-conducted family，my years of 
dissipation began。 工 no longer en]joyed the quiet retirement 
mnecessary for work，nor the gentle，spiritual infuence of my 
sisters” companionship. On the contrary， 工 was plunged into 
8 busy，restless life，full of rough horseplay and of quarrels. 
Nevertheless，it was there that 工 began to experlence the 
infuence of the gentler sex in 8 Inanner hitherto Unknown 
to me，8s the grown-up daughters of the family and their 
friends often flled the scanty and narrow Tooms of the house. 
Indeed，my first recollections of boyish love date from this 
period。 工 remember &a very beanutiful young gzl，whose name， 
计 工 am not mistaken，was Amalie 再 offmann，coming to call at 
the house one Sunday。 She was charmingly dressed，and her 
appearance 88 she came into the room jliteraly struck me 
dumb with amazement。 On other occasions 工 recojlect pre- 
tending to be too helplessly sjeepy to move, so that 工 might be 
carried up to bed by the girls, that being，8s they thought the 
only remedy for my condqition。 And 工 repeated this，because 
I found，to my surprise，that their attention Under these 
circumstances brought me into closer and more gratifying 
proximity with tbem。 
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The most important event during thig year of separation 
from my family was，however，& short visit 工 paid to them in 
Prague.。 In the middje of the winter my mother came to 
Dresden，and took me back with her to Prague for 8 week. 
Her way of travelling was quite unique。 To the end of her 
days she preferred the more dangerous mode of travelling in a 
hackmey carriage to the qulicker journey by mail-coach，8o that 
we 8pent three whole days in the bitter cold on the road from 
Dresden to Prague。 The journey over the Bohemian moun- 
taings often seemed to be beset with the greatest dangers， 
but happily we survived our thrilling adventures and at last 
arrived in Prague，whbere 工 was suddenly plunged into entirely 
new SUrroundings. 

For a long time the thought of leaving Saxony on another 
visit to Bohemia，and especially Prague，had had quite a 
romantie attraction for Ime.， TIhe foreign nationality，the 
broken German of the people，the peculiar headgear of the 
women，the native wines，the harp-girls andq musicians，and 
fnally，the ever present sligns of Catholicigm，ilits numerous 
chapels and shrines， al produced on me a strangely exhilarating 
impression。 This was probably due to my eraze for everything 
theatrical and spectacular， as distinguished from simple 
bourgeois customs。 Above all，the antique splendour and 
beauty of the incomparable ceity of Prague became indelibly 
stamped on my fancy。 了 ven in my own family surroundings 
I 工 found attractions to which 工 had hitherto been a stranger. 
For instance，my sister Ottilije，only two years older than my- 
self， had won the devoted friendship of a noble family, that of 
Count Pachta，two of whose daughters，Jenny and Auguste， 
who had long been famed as the leading beauties of Prague， 
had become fondly attached to her。 To me，such people and 
such & connection were Something quite novel and enchanting. 
Besides tbese，certain peauwZ esp1ztts of Prague，among them 
W. Marsano，8&a strikingly handsome and charming man，were 
frequent visitors at our house。 They often earnestly discussed 
thbe tales of 五 ofmann，which at that date were comparatively 
new, and had created some sensation。 It was now that 工 made 
my first though rather superfcial acquaintance with this 
romantic visionary，and so recelved 8a stimulus which infuenced 
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me for many years even to the point of infatuation，and gave 
me Very peculiar ideas of the world. 

In the following spring，1827， 工 repeated this journey from 
Dresden to Prague，but thils time on foot，and accompanied by 
my friend Rudolf Bohme Our tour was full of adventure. 
We got to within an hour of Teplitz the first night，and next 
day we had to get a lift in a wagon，a8 we had walkedq our 
feet sore; yet thig only took us 88 far as Lowositz，88 our 
funds had quite run out Under a scorching sun，hungry and 
half-fainting，we wandqered along bypaths through absolutely 
Unknown country，until at sundown we happened to reach 
the main road just as an elegant travelling coach came in sight. 
工 humbled my pride so far as to pretend 工 was a travelling 
]ourneyman，and begged the distinguished travellers for alms， 
while my friend timidly hidq bimself in tbhe diteh by the road- 
side，。 Lucekily we decided to seek shelter for the night in an 
inn，where we took counsel whether we should spend the alms 
just received on a supper or 8 bed， We decided for the supper， 
proposing to 8pend the night undqer the open sky. While we 
were refreshing ourselves，& strange-looking wayfarer entered. 
He wore & black velvet skull-cap，to which a metal lyre was 
8&ttached like a cockade，and on his back he bore a harp， Very 
cheerfully he set down his instrument，made himself comfort- 
able，and called for a good meal， He intended to stay the 
night，and to continue his way next day to Prague，where he 
lived，and whither he was returning from 瑟 anover. 

My good spilrits and courage were stimulated by the jovial 
manners of this merry jfellow，who constantly repeated his 
favourite motto，“?07 2D1Ls Wira。 We soon struck up an 
acquaintance，8&nd in return for my confdence，the strolling 
player's attitude to me w88 one of aljmost touching sympathy. 
It was agreed that we should continue our journey together 
next day on foot He lent me two twenty-kreutzer pieces 
(about ninepence),， and aljlowed me to write my Prague address 
in his pocket-book。 工 was highly dejlighted at this personal 
Bticces8s。 My7 harpist grew extravagantly merry; 8 good deal 
of Czernosek wine was drunk;i he sang and played on his harp 
like a madman，continually reiterating his“ ?707 2D12Ls ztra” till 
at last，overcome with wine，he fell down on the straw，which 
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had been spread out on the foor for our common bed.， When 
the sgun once more peeped in，we could not rouse him，and we 
bad to make up our minds to set of 他 in the freshness of the early 
moring without him，feeling convinced that the sturdy fellow 
would overtake us during the day。 But it was in vain that we 
looked out for him on the road and during our subsequent stay 
in Prague。 Indeed， it was not Until several weeks later hbat 
the extraordinary fellow turned up at my mothers，not 8o0 
much to collect payment of his loan，as to inquire about the 
welfare of the young friend to whom that loan had been made. 

The remainder of our ]ourney was very fatiguing，and the 
joy 工 felt when 工 at last beheld Prague from the summit of a 
hill，at about an hours distance，simply beggars description. 
Approaching the suburbs，we were for the second time met by 
8 splendidq carriage，from which my sister Ottilie"s two lovely 
friends called out to me in astonigshment. They had recognised 
me immediately，in spite of my terribly sunburnt face，blue 
linen blouse，and bright red cotton cap. Orverwhelmed with 
shame，8and with my heart beating 1ke mad， 工 could hardly 
utterz 8& word，and hurried away to Imy mothers to attenqd at 
once to the restoration of my sunburnt complexion。 To this 
task 工 devoted two whole days，during whieh 工 swathed my 
face in parsley poultices; and not till then did II seek the 
pleasures of society. When，on the return journey，I 工 ljooked 
back once more on Prague from the same hilltop， 工 burst into 
tears, fung myself on the earth，and for a long time could not 
be induced by my astonished companion to pursue the journey. 
工 was downcast for the rest of the way，8and we 8arTived home 
in Dresden withbout any further adventures。 

During the same year 工 again gratifedq my fancy for long 
excurslions on foot by joining a numerous company of grammar 
school boys, consisting of pupils of several classes and of various 
ages，who had decided to spend their summer holidays in &a 
tour to Leipzlg. This journey also stands out among the 
Imemories of my youth，by reason of the strong impressiong 让 
left behind. 工 he characteristie feature of our party was that 
we all aped the student, by behaving and dressing extravagantly 
in the most approved student fashion. After going as far as 
Meissen on the market-boat，our path lay of the main road， 
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through villages with which 工 was as yet unfamiliar。 We spent 
the night in the vast barn of a village inn，and our adventures 
Were of the wildest description。 There we saw 8 large marion- 
ette show，with almost life-slized fgures。 Our entire party 
settljed _ themselveg im the auditorium，where their presence 
w88 8 80Urce of some anxiety to the managers，who had onjly 
reckoned on an audience of peasants. Cerovefa was the Play 
given。 工 he ceaseless 8illy jests，and constant interpolations 
and jeering interruptions，in whieh our corps of embryor- 
studente indulged，finally aroused thbhe anger even of the 
peasants，who had come prepared to weep。 工 believe 工 was the 
only one of our party who was pained by these impertinences， 
and in spite of involuntary laughter at some of my comrades” 
jokes，I not only defended thbe play itsejf，but also its orlginal, 
simple-mindedqd audience. 人 A popular cateh-phrase which oc- 
curred in the piece has ever since remained stamped on Iny 
memory。 “Golo ”instructs the inevitable 及 aspar thbat，when 
the Count Palatine returns home，he must“ticklje him bebhind， 
8o that he should feel it in front (jazztezz 2 ttze170，C0sSs ef 68 
270776E 帮 友 1e)。 玉 aspar conveys Golos order verbatim to the 
Count，and the jlatter reproaches the unmasked rogue in the 
following terms，nuttered with the greatest pathos:“O Golo， 
Golol thou hast told 玉 aspar to tickle me behind，so that 工 
shall feel it in front 1 ? 

From Grimma our party rode into Leipzig in open CaTTri8ges， 
but not until we had first carefully removed all the outward 
emblems of the undergraduate，lest the local studentes we were 
likely to meet might make us rue OUr presumption。 

Since my first visit，when 工 was eight years old， 工 had only 
once returned to Leipzig，and then for a very brief stay，and 
Under cireumstances very 8imilar to those of the earlier visit. 
I now renewed my fantastice impresslons of the Ihom6 house， 
but this time，owing to my more advanced education， 工 looked 
forward to more intelligent intercourse with my uncle Adolph. 
An opening for this was soon provided by my joyous astonish- 
ment on learming that a bookcase im the large anteroom，con- 
taining & goodly collection of books，was my property， 让 
been left me by my father。 工 went through the books with 
my Uncle，selected at once & number of atin authors in the 
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handsome Zweibriick edition，along with sundry attractive 
looking works of poetry and belles-1ettres, and arranged for thbem 
to be sent to Dresden。 During this visit 工 was very Iuch 
interested in the life of the studentes. JIn addition to my 
Impressions of the theatre and of Prague，now came those of 
the so-caljled swaggering undergraduate。 A great change had 
taken place in this class。 When, as a lad of eight， 工 had my 
frst glimpse of students，their long hair，their old German 
costume with the black velvet skull-cap and the shirt collar 
tured back from the bare neck，had quite taken my fancy. 
But since that time the old student “associations ” which 
affected this fashion had disappeared in the face of police 
prosecutions。 On the other hand，the national student clubs， 
no less peculiar to Germans，had become conspicuous。 TIhese 
clubs adopted，more or less，the fashion of the day，but with 
80me jittle exaggeration。 Albeit，their dress was clearly dis- 
tinguishable from that of other classes, owing to its picturesque- 
ness, and especially its display of the various club-colours。 The 
“Comment， that compendium of pedantie rules of conduet for 
the preservation of a defiant and exclusive esprtt Ce cor1DS，88 
opposed to the bourgeois classes，had its fantastie side，just 88 
the most philistine peculiarities of the Germans have，if you 
probe them deeply enough. To me it represented the idea of 
emanclpation from the yoke of school and family。 工 he longing 
to become 8 student coincided unfortunateljy with my growing 
dislike for drier studies and with my ever-incereasing fond- 
ness for cultivating romantie poetry。 The results of this soon 
showed themselves in my resolute attempts to make a change. 
At the time of my confrmation，at 卫 aster，1827， 工 had 
considerable doubt about this ceremony，and 工 already felt 
8 serious falling o 在 of my reverence {for religious observances. 
工 he boy who，not many years before, had gazed with agonised 
sympathy on the altarpiece in the reuz 及 irehe (Church of 
the 了 oly Cross)，and had yearmed with ecstatie fervour to 
bang upon the Cross in place of the Saviour，had now 8o far 
lost his veneration for the elergyman， whose preparatory 
confirzmation classes he attended，as to be quite ready to make 
fun of him,， and even to join with his comrades in withbholdqing 
part of bis class fees, and spending the money in sweets。 How 
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matters stood with me spiritually was revealed to me，almost 
to my horror，at the Communion service，when 工 walked in 
procession with my fellow-communicants to the altar to the 
sound of organ and choir.， The shudder with which 工 recelved 
the Bread and Wine was so ineffaceably stamped on my memory， 
that 工 never again partook of the Communion, lest 工 should do 
80 With levity， To avoid this was al the easier for me， seeing 
that among Protestants such particlpation is not compulsory-. 

工 soon，however，selzed，or rather created，an opportunity 
of forcing a breach with the 及 reuz Grammar School and thus 
compelled my family to let me go to Leipzig， JIn self-defence 
against what 工 considered an unjust punishment with which 工 
was threatened by the assistant headmaster， Baumgarten- 
Crusius, for whom 工 otherwise had great respecb 工 asked to be 
discharged immediately from the school on the ground of sudden 
suUmmons to join my family in Leipzig， 工 had already left the 
Bihme household three months before，and now lived alone ip 
8 sma]l garret，where 工 was walted on by the widow of a court 
plate-washer，who at every meal served up the familiar thin 
Saxon coffee as almost my sole nourishment。 In this attic 工 did 
little else but write verses。 Here, too,， 工 formed thbe first out- 
lines of that stupendous tragedy which afterwards flled my 
family with such consternation。 工 he irregular habite 工 ac- 
quired through this premature domestice independence induced 
my anxious mother to consent very readijly to my removal to 
Leipzig，the more 80 88 8 part of our scattered family had 
already migrated there. 

My longing for Leipzig，originally aroused by the fantastic 
impressions 工 bad gained thbere，and jlater by my enthuslasm 
for a student's life，had recently been still further stimulated. 
工 had seen scarcely anything of my sister ouisa，at that time 
8 girl of about twenty-two，88 8he had gone to the theatre of 
Breslau shortly after our stepfathers death. Quite recently 
she had been in Dresden for a few days on her way to Leipzig， 
having accepted an engagement at the thbheatre there。 This 
meeting with my amost Unknown sister，her hearty mani- 
{festations of joy at seeing me again，88 well as her sprightly， 
Imerry disposition，quite won Imy heart.。 TIo live with her 
seeImed an aluring prospect，especially as my mother and 
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Ottilie had joined her for a while. or the first time a sister 
had treated me with some tenderness.。 When at last I reached 
Leipzig at Christmas in the same year (1827)，and there found 
my mother with Ottille and Cecilia (my half-sister), 工 fancied 
myself in heaven. Great changes，however，hadq already 
taken place. ouisa was betrothed to 8a respected and well- 
to-do bookseller， 了 riedrich 了 Brockhaus. This gathering to- 
gether of the relatives of the penniless bride-elect did not 
seem to trouble her remarkably kind-hearted fianc6. 了 But 
Iy 8sister InRy have become Uneasy on the subject，for she 
800n gave me to Understand that she was not taking it quite 
in good part 再 er desire to secure &n entrke into the higher 
social circles of bourgeoig jlife naturally produced a marked 
change in her manner，at one time so full of fun，and of thig 
I gradually became so keenly senslble that finally we were 
estranged for a time,， Moreover， 工 unfortunately gave her 
good cause to reprove Imy conduct. After 工 got to Lelipzig 
I quite gave Up my studies and all regujar school work，prob- 
ably owing to the arbitrary and pedantic system in vogue at 
the school there. 

In Leipzig there were two higher-class schools，one called 
St Thomas's School，and the other，and the more modern， 
St Nicholas”s School. The jlatter at that time en]joyed a 
better reputation than the former; so there 工 had to go. Bnut 
the counceil of teachers before whom 工 appeared for my entrance 
examination at the New Year (1828) thought ft to maintain 
the dignlity of their school by placing me for a time in the 
Upper third form，whereas at the 玉 reuz Grammar School in 
Dresden 工 had been in the second form. My disgust at having 
to lay aside my 五 omer 一 from which 工 had already made 
written trzanslations of twelve songs 一 and take up the lighter 
Greek prose writers was indescribable， It hurt my feelings 
80 deeply，and so infuenced my behaviour，that 工 nevez Imade 
8 friend of any teacher in the school.，The unsympathetic 
treatment 工 met with made me all the more obstinate，and 
Various other circumstances in my position only added to thils 
feeling. While student life，as 工 saw it day by day，inspired 
me eyer more and more with its rebeljlious spirit, 工 unexpectedjy 
met With anothez cause for despising the dry monotony of 
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school r6gime。， 工 refer to the infuence of my uncle，Adolph 
Wagner，whiceh，though he was long unconscious of it，went 8 
long way towards moulding thbhe growing stripling that 工 then 
Wa8. 

The fact that my romantie tastes were not based solely on 
8 tendencey to superficlial amusement w8s shown by my ardent 
attachment to this learned relative。 JIn hig manner and con- 
versation he was certain]y very attractive;j the many-sldedness 
of his knowledge，which embraced not only philology but also 
philosophy and general poetie literature，rendered intercourse 
with him a most entertaining pastime，8a8 8]] thbose who knew 
him used to admit。 On the other hand，the fact that he was 
denied the gift of writing with equal charm，or clearness，WaS 
8 singular defect which seriously lessened hisg infuence upon 
the literary world,， and，in fact，often made him appeaz ridicu- 
lous，as in a written argument he would perpetrate the most 
pompous and involved sentences. IIhis weakness could not 
have alarmed me，because in the hazy period of my youth the 
more incomprehensible any literary extravagance ws， the more 
II admired it; besidcs which， 工 had more experience of his 
conversaftion than of his writings。 了 e also seemed to fnd 
pleasure in associating with the lad who could listen with so 
much heart and soul. Yet unfortunately，Ppossibly in the 
fervouz of his discourses，of which he was not a ltbe proud， 
he forgot thbat thelr substance，88 well as their form，was far 
above Imy youthful powers of comprehension。 工 called daily 
to accompany him on his constitutional walk beyond the city 
gates，8nd 工 shrewdly suspect that we often provoked the 
smiles of those passers-by who overheard the profound and 
often earnest discusslions between Us， Ihe subjects generally 
ratnged over everything serious OF sublime throughout the 
whole realm of knowledge。 工 took the most enthusiastic 
interest in hisg coplious 1]brary，and tasted eagerly of almost 
al branches of literature。、without realy grounding myself 
in any one of them. 

My uncle was delighted to fnd in me a very willing listener 
to his recital of cjassie tragedies。 He had made a translation 
of dipus，and，according to his intimate friend Tieck，justly 
fattered himself on being an excellent reader. 
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I_ remember once，when he was sitting at hig desk reading 
out a Greek tragedy to me, it did not annoy him when 工 fell 
fast asleep，and he afterwards pretended he had not noticed it. 
工 was also induced to spend my evenings with him，owing to 
the friendly and genial hospitality his wife showed me， 人 
very great change had come over my unecle's jlife since zy 
frst acquaintance with him at Jeannette Thom6's.。 The 
home which he，together with his sister Friederike，had found 
in his friend?s house seemed，as time went on to have brought 
in its train duties thbat were irksome. As his literary Work 
assUIed him a modest income，he eventually deemed it more 
in accordance with hisg digmnity to make a home of his own。 人 
friend of his，of the same age 88 himself，the sister of the 
desthete Wendt of Teipzig，who afterwards became famous， 
wa8s chosen by hirm to keep house for him。 Without saying 8& 
word to Jeannette, instead of going for his usual afternoon walk 
he went to the church with his chosen bride，and got through 
the marriage ceremonies 88 quickly as possible; and it was 
on]y on his return that he informed ms he was leaving，and 
would have his things removed that very day. He managed 
to Imeet the consternation，perhaps 8lso the reproaches，of his 
elderly friend with quiet composure; and to the end of his life 
he continued his regular daily visite to “Mamy'selle Thom6,' 
who at times would coyly pretend to sulk. It was only poor 
上 riederike who seemed obliged at times to atone {for her 
brothers sudden unfaithfulness. 

What attracted me in my uncle most strongly was his blunt 
contempt of the modern pedantry in State，Church, and School， 
to which he gave vent with some humour. Despite the great 
moderation of his usual views on life，he yet produced on me 
the effect of a thorough free-thinker.， 工 was highly delighted 
by his contempt for the pedqantry of the schools。 Once，when 
工 bad come into serious confliet with all the teachers of the 
和 lcolal School，and the rector of the scehool had approached 
my Unele，8s the onl]y male representative of my family，with 
8 serious complaint about my behaviour，my unele asked me 
during 8a stroll round the town，with a calm smile as hbough 
he were speaking to one of his own age，what 工 had been up 
to with the people at school。 工 exzplained the whole affair to 
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him，8&nd desceribed the punishment to whbich 工 had been 
subjected，and which seemed to me unjust. He pacified me， 
and exhorted me to be patient telling me to comfort myself 
with the Spanish proverb，?wma 7ey ?0 jede 707 纺 ，whlich he 
exzplained as imeaning that the ruler of a school must of 
necessity aways be in the right. 

He could not，of course，help noticing，to his alarm，the 
effect upon me of this kind of conversation，which 工 was far 
too young to appreciate. Although it annoyed me one day， 
when 工 wanted to begin reading Goethe's axst，to hear him 
say qujetly that 工 was too young to Understand it，yet，accord- 
ing to my thinking，his other conversations about our Own 
great poets，and even about Shakespeare and Dante，had made 
me 80 familiar with these sublime fgures that 工 had now for 
sS0me ftime been secretly busy working out thbe grieat tragedy 
工 hadq_ already conceived in Dresden。 Since my trouble at 
school 工 had devoted all my energies，which ought by rights 
to have been excelusively directed to my school duties，to the 
accompjlishment of this task。 Jn tbis secret work 工 had on]ly 
one confidante，my sister Ottilie，who now jlived with me at 
my mother's。 工 can remember the misgivings and alarm 
which the first confdential communication of my great poetic 
enterprise aroused im my good sister; yet she affectionately 
suffered the tortures 工 sometimes infliceted on her by recliting 
to her in secret，but not Without emotion，portiong of my 
work as it progressed。 Once，when 工 was reciting to her one 
of the most gruesome 8cenes，8 heavy thunderstorm came on. 
When the lightning fashed quite close to us，and the thunder 
roled，my sister felt bound to implore Ime to stop; but she 
80on found it was hopeless，and continued to endure it with 
touching devotion-. 

But a more signifcant storm Was brewing on the horizon 
of my life。 My neglect of school reached such a point that 让 
could not but lead to a _ rupture. Whilst my dear Imother had 
no presentiment of this， 工 awaited the catastrophe with ljonging 
rathez thban with fear. 

In order to meet this crisig with dignity 工 at length decided 
to surprise my family by discelosing to them the secret of my 
tragedy，which was now completed.。 工 hey were to be informed 
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of this great event by my Uncle。， 工 thought 工 could reljy upon 
his hearty recognition of my vocation 88 8 great poet on account 
of the deep harmony between us on all other questions of life， 
science，8nd art. 工 therefore sent him my voluminous manu- 
Script，wlith a long jetter which 工 thought would please him 
imensely。 JIn this 工 communicated to him frst my ideaas 
with regard to the St. Nicholas's School and then my firmmn deter- 
mination from that time forward not to allow any mere school 
pedantry to check my free development.， 了 But the event 
turned out very different from what 工 had expected。 It was 
8 great shock to thbem。 My uncle，quite consceious that be had 
been indiscreet，paid a visit to my mother and brother-in-law， 
in order to report the misfortune thbat had befallen the family， 
reproaching himself for the fact that his infuence over me 
had not always，perhaps，been for my good.， TIo me he wrote 
3 serious jletter of discouragement;j and.to this day I 工 cannot 
Understand why he showed so small a sense of humour in 
Understanding my bad behaviour. To my surprise he merely 
said thbat he reproached himself for having corrupted me by 
conversations Unsuited to my years，but he made no attempt 
to explain to me good-naturedly the error of my ways. 

TIhe crime this boy of fifteen had committed was，8as 工 said 
before， to have written 8 great tragedy，entitled ZevbarC mnC 
4adelaide. 

The manuscript of this drama has unfortunately been lost， 
but 工 can still see it clearly in my mind's eye。 The handwriting 
wa8 Imost 8ftected，8and the backward-sljoping tall letters with 
which 工 bad aimed at gliving it an air of distinction had already 
been compared by one of my teachers to Persian hieroglyphics. 
JIn tb1s composition 工 had constructed a drama in which 工 had 
drawn largely upon Shakespeare's amlet， 开 WiI Zear，and 
4iacbpe 礁 ，and Goethe's Cotz vonm Ber1ich2igem。 工 he plot was 
really based on &a modification of 如 onet the difterence con- 
sisting in the fact that my hero 18 80 compjletely carried away 
by the appearance of the ghost of his father，who has been 
murdered under similar circumstances，8nd demands venge- 
ance, that he is driven to fearful deeds of violence; and，with 
8 8erieg of murders on his conscience，he eventually goes mad. 
Leubald，whose character 1 8 Ilixture of 瓦 amjlet and 瑟 arry 
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Hotspur，had promised his father's ghost to wWlpe from the face 
of the earth the whole race of Roderick, as the ruthless murderer 
of the best of fathers was named。 After having slain Roderick 
himself in mortal combat，and subsequently all hisg sons and 
other relation8 who supported him， there was only one obstacle 
that prevented Leubald from fulflling the dearest wish of his 
heart，which was to be united in death with the shade of his 
father: 8 child of Roderick's was still alive。 During thbe 
storming of his castle the murderer”s daughter had been carried 
away into safety by a faithful suitor，whom she，however， 
detested. 工 had an irresistible impulse to call thlis maiden 
“Adelaide.” As even at that early age 工 was 8 great enthuslast 
for everything really German，I can only account for the ob- 
viously un-German name of my heroine by my infatuation 
for Beethoven's Adelaide，whose tender refrain seemed to me 
the symbol of all loving appeals。 Ihe course of my drama Wa8 
nowW characterised by the strange delays which took Place in 
the accomplishment of this last murder of vengeance，the chief 
obstacele to which lay in the sudden passionate ljove which arose 
between Leubald and Adelaide. 工 succeeded in representing 
the birth and avowal of this love by means of extraordinary 
adventures。 Adelaide was once more stolen away by a robber- 
lmight from the lover who had been sheltering her. After 
Leubald had thereupon sacrificed the lover and all his relations， 
he hastened to the robber's castle，driven thither less by a 
thirst for blood than by a longing for death. 了 or tbls reason 
he regrets his inability to storm the robber's castje forthwith， 
because it is well defended, and, moreover, night is fast falling ; 
he is therefore obliged to piteh his tent. After raving for a 
while he sinks down for the first time exzhausted，but being 
urged，like hisgs prototype 了 amjlet，by the spirit of his father to 
complete his vow of vengeance，he himself suddenly falls into 
the power of the enemy during a night assault， JIn the subter- 
ranean dungeons of the castle he meets 了 Roderick's daughter 
for the first time。 She is a prisoner like himself, and is eraftily 
devising fight。 Under circumstancesg in which she produces 
on him the impression of a heavenly vision，she makes her 
appearance before him.。 They fall in love，and fy together 
into the wilderness，where they realise that they are deadly 
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enemies。 The incipient insanity which was ageady noticeable 
in Leubald breaks out more violently after this discovery， 
and everything that can be done to intensify it is contributed 
by the ghost of his father，which continually comes between 
the advances of the lovers. But this ghost is not the only 
disturzrber of the conciliating love of Leubald and Adelaide. 
The ghost of Rodqerick also appears，8and according to the 
method followed by Shakespeare in Razcjpard 777.，he is joined 
by the ghosts of all the other members of Adelaide's family 
whom Leubald has slain。 rom the incessant importunities 
of these ghosts Leubaldq seeks to free himself by means of 
8Orcery，8nd calls to his aid a rascal named Flamming， One 
of Macbeth's witches is summoned to lay the ghosts; 88 she 
is unabjle to do this e 全 ciently，the furious Leubald sends her 
also to the devil;i but with her dying breath she despatehes 
the whole crowd of spirits who serve her to join the ghosts of 
those already pursuing him。 Leubald，tormented beyond 
endurance，and now at last raving mad，turns against his 
beloved，who is the apparent cause of all his misery。 瑟 e stabs 
her in his fury; then fndqing himself suddenly at peace，he 
sinks his head into her lap，and accepts her last caresseg 88 her 
life-blood streams over his own dying body. 

工 had not omitted the smallest detail that could give thig 
plot ite proper colouring，and had drawn on al my knowledge 
of the tajles of the old knights，and my acquaintance with Zea7 
and ccbe 纹 ,to furnish my drama with the most vivid situa- 
tions。 But one of the chief characteristics of its poetical form 
II took from the pathetiec，humorous，and powerful language of 
Shakespeare。 ITIhe boldness of my grandiloquent and bom- 
bastie expresslons roused my unele Adolph”s alarm and aston- 
ishment。 He was Unable to Understand how 工 could have 
sejected and used with inconceivable exaggeration precisely 
the most extravagant forms of speech to be found in Zear and 
COtz 7om0 Berlacjlaz7ge1l。 Nevertheless, even after everybody had 
deafened me with their laments over my lost time and per- 
verted talente, 工 was still conscious of a wondqerfu]l secret solace 
in the face of the calamity that had befallen me。 工 knew，a 
faet that no one else couUd know，namely，that my work could 
only be rightly judged when set to the mnusice which I had 
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resolved to write for 地 and which 工 intended to start composing 
immediately. 

Imust now explain my position with respect to music hitherto. 
or this purpose 工 must go back to my earliest attempts im 
the art。 JIn my family two of my 8sisters were musical; the 
elder one， 了 Rosalie，Pplayed the piano，without，however，dis- 
playing any marked talent. Clara Was Imore gifted; ii 
addition to 8a great deal of musical feeling，and a fine rich 
touch on the piano，she possessed a partieularly sympathetie 
volce, the development of which was 8o premature and remark- 
able that under the tujition of Mieksch，her singing master， 
who was famous at that time，she was apparently ready for 
the r0le of a prima qdonna as earljy as her sixteenth year，8&nd 
made her debut at Dresden in Italian opera 88“Cenerentola 
in 了 全 ossini"s opera of that name。 JIneidentally 工 may remark 
that this premature development proved injurious to Clara?8 
voice，and was detrimental to her whole career.。 As 工 have 
said，music was represented in our family by these two sisters. 
It was chiefly owing to Clara:s8 career that the musical con- 
ductor C. M. von Weber often came to our house. 再 is visits 
were varied by those of the great male-soprano Sassaroli; and 
in addition to these two representatives of German and Italian 
muslic，we 8lso had the company of Mieksch, her singing master. 
Tt was on these occasions that 工 as a child first heard German 
and Italian music disecussed，and learmnt that any one who 
wished to ingratiate himself with the Court must show a prefer- 
ence for Italian music，a fact which led to very practical resujts 
in our family couneil. Clara”s talent，while her voice was stil 
s0Und，wa8s the object of competition between the representa- 
tives of Italian and German opera。 工 can remember quite 
distinetly that from the very beginning 工 declared myself in 
favourz of German opera;i Imy choice was determined by the 
tremendous impression made on Ime by the two fgures of 
Sassaroli and Weber.， The Italian male-soprano，a huge pot- 
bellied giant horrified me with his high effeminate voice，his 
astonishing volubility，and his incessant screeching laughter、 
Jn spite of his boundless good-nature and amiability，particu- 
larly to my family，I 工 took an uncanny dislike to him。 On 
account of this dreadful person，the sound of Italian，either 
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spoken or sung，seemed to my ears almost diabolical; and 
when，in conseqUence of my poor 8sister's milsfortune， 工 beard 
them often talking about Italian intrigues and cabals， 工 con- 
ceived 80 strong 8 disjike for everything connected with 
thigs nation that even in much later years 工 used to feel 
myself carried away by an impulse of utter detestation and 
abhorrenoce. 

Ihe less frequent visite of Weber，on the other hand，seemed 
to have produced upon me those first sympathetic impressiongs 
which 工 have never 8since lost JIn contrast to Sassaroli's re- 
pujsive fgure，Weber's really refined，delicate，and intellectual 
appearance excited my ecstatic admiration。 了 is narrow face 
and fnely-cut features，his vivacious though often half-closed 
eyes，captivated and thrilled me; whilst even the bad limp 
with which he walked，and which 工 often noticed from our 
windows when the master w8s making his way home past our 
house from the fatiguing rehearsals, stamped the great musician 
in my imagination aa an exceptional and almost superhuman 
being. When，as a boy of nine， Imy Imother introduced me to 
him, and he asked me what 工 was going to be whether 工 wanted 
perhaps to be a mnusician，my mother told him that，though 工 
was indeed quite mad on 天 rezxscjiitz，yet she had as yet seen 
nothing in me which indicated any musical talent 

This showed correct observation on Imy Imothers part; 
nothing had made so great an impresslion on me 88 the music 
of 7retscjhazitz，and 工 tried in every possibje way to procure 8& 
repetition of the irpresslons 工 had recelved from it，but， 
strange to 8ay, least of all by the study of mnusic itself. Instead 
of this， 工 contented myself with hearing bits from rexscjpatiitz 
Played by my sisters。 Yet my passlion for it _ gradually grew 
8s0 strong that 工 can remember taking a particular fancy for a 
young man called Spiess，chiefy because he could Play the 
overture to F7etzschtiitz，which 工 used to ask him to do whenever 
工 met him. It was chiefly the introduction to tbhis overture 
which at last led me to attempt，without ever having recelved 
any instruction on the piano，to play this pliece in my own 
pecujliar way，for，oddly enough， 工 was the only child in our 
family who had not been given music lessons。 Thisg was prob- 
ably due to my mother's anxiety to keep me away from any 
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3rtlstic interests of this kind in case they milght arouse in me 
8 ljonging for the thbeatre. 

When 工 was about twelve years old，however，my mother 
engaged 8 tutor for me named 再 umann, from whom 工 recelived 
regular Imusic ljessons，though only of a very mediocre descrip- 
tion。 As soon 88 工 had acqulired a very imperfect knowledge 
of fngering 工 begged to be allowed to play overtures in the 
form of duets，always keeping Weber as the goal of my arm- 
bition。 When at length 工 had got so far as to be able to play 
the overture to Eretschutz nyself，though in a very faulty 
manner， 工 felt the objeet of my study had been attained，and 
工 bad no inclination to devote any further attention to per- 
fecting my technique. 

Yet 工 had attained this much: 工 was no longer dependent 
for musie on the playing of others;j from this time forth 工 
Used to try and play，ajlbeit very imperfectly，everything 工 
wanted to know 工 also tried Mozart'8 Dom yam，but was 
unabje to get any pleasure out of it，mainly because the Italian 
text in the arrangement for the piano placed thbe musice in a 
frivolous light in my eyes, and much in it seemed to me trivia] 
and unmanly. ( 工 can rememhber bat when my sister used 
to sing Zerlinen's ariette，Balt，pat 如 ，pem Masetto, the mnusic 
repelled me，as it seemed so mawkish and effeminate. ) 

On the other hand，my bent for musie grew stronger and 
stronger，8nd 工 now trled to possess myself of my favourite 
pieces by making my own copies。 工 can remember the hesi- 
tation with which my mother for the first time gave me thbe 
money to buy the scored paper on which 工 copled out Weber'”s 
ZuUitzo s ya9gd, whlch was the first piece of music 工 tzanscribed. 

Music was still a secondary occupation with me when the 
news of Weber's death and the longing to learn his music to 
Operoz fanned my enthusiasm into fame again IThis received 
fresh impetus from the afternoon concerts in the Gyrosser 
Garten at Dresden，where 工 often heard my favourite music 
played by Zillmann's TIown Band，as 工 thought，exceedingly 
well， The mysterious joy 工 felt in hearing an orchestra play 
quite close to me still remains one of my most pleasant memo- 
Ties。 The mere tuning up of the instruments put me in a state 
of mystic excitement; even the striking of ffths on the violin 
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seemed to me like a greeting from the spirit world 一 Which, 工 
may mention incidentalljy，had a very real meaning for me. 
When 工 was still almost a baby, the sound of these fifths，which ， 
has always excited me，was closely associated ip my mind : 
with ghosts and spirites。 I 工 reamember that even much later in 
life 工 could never pass the small palace of Prince Anthony) at 
the end of the Oastra Allee in Dresden，without a shudder; for 让 
Was there 工 had first heard the sound of a violin, a very common 
experience to me afterwards。 It was close by me and seemed 
to my ears to come from the stone figures with which this 
palace is adorned，some of whieh are provided with musical 
instruments。 When 工 took up my post as musical conductor 
at Dresden，and had to pay my o 侍 cial visit to Morgenroth， 
the President of the Concert Committee，an elderly gentleman 
who jlived for many years opposite that princely palace，it 
seemed odd to find that the player of ffths who had so strongly 
impressed my musical fancy 8a8 8 boy was anything but a sUper- 
natural spectre。 And when 工 saw the well-known Picture in 
Which a skeleton pljays on his violin to an old man on his 
deathbed，the ghostly character of thosge very notes impressed 
itself with partiecular force Upon Imy childqish imagination. 
When at last, as a young man, TI used to listen to the Zillmann 
Orchestra in the Grosser Garten almost every afternoon，one 
may imagine the rapturous thbhrill with which 工 drew in al 
the chaotie variety of sound that 工 heard as the orchestra 
tuned up : the long drawn A of the oboe，which seemed jlike 
& CH from the dead to rouse the other instrumentes，mnever 
failed to raise 8 my nerves to 8 feverish piteh of tension， 
and when the swelling COC in the overture to Eyetschauitz told me 
that 工 bad stepped，as 让 were with both feet right into the 
magic realm of awe。 Any one who had been watching me at 
that moment could hardqly have failed to see the state 工 was 
in, and this ln splte of the fact that 工 was such a bad performer 
on the piano. 

Another Work also exercised a great fascination over me， 
namely，the overture to Edelio in 了 major，the introducetion 
to whbhich affected me deeply。 工 asked mmy sisters about 
Beethoven，and learned. that the news of his death had just 
arrived.。 Obsessed as 工 still was by the terrible grief caused 
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by Webers death，this fresh loss，due to the decease of this 
great master of melody，who had only just entered my jife， 
flled me with strange anguish，a feeling nearly akin to my 
childish dread of tbe ghostly ffths on the violinp。 It was Dow 
Beethoven's music that 工 longed to know more thoroughjly ; 
II came to Leipzig, and found his musice to 五 gzmozt on the piano 
at my 8sister ouisa 8s。 After that 工 tried to get hold of his 
sonatas。 At last，at a concert at the Gewandthaus， 工 heard 
one of the masters symphonies for the first time; it was the 
Symphony in A major. The eftect on me was indeseribable. 
To this must be added the impression produced on me by 
Beethoven'”s features，which 工 saw in the lithographs that 
were circulated everywhere at that time，and by the fact that 
he was deaf，and lived a quiet secluded life， 工 soon conceived 
an image of him in my mind as a sublime and unique super- 
natural being，with whom none could compare。 TIhis image 
Was 8a8sociated in my brain with that of Shakespeare;j in ecs- 
tatic dreams 工 met both of them，saw and spoke to them，and 
on awakening found myseif bathed in tears. 

It was at thisg time that 工 came acrosgs Mozart's 尼 equtezm 
which formed the starting-point of my enthusiastie absorption 
in thbe works of that master。 也 18 second finale to Dom Juan 
inspired me to inelude him in my spirit world. 

I 工 was now flled with a desire to compose，88 工 had before 
been to write verse。 工 had，however，in this case to master 
the technique of an entirely separate and complicated subject. 
This presented greater di 人 culties than 工 hadq met with in 
writing versge，wWhich came to me fairly easily. II was these 
di 伍 culties that drove me to adopt a career which bore some 
resembjance to that of a professional musician，whose future 
distinction would be to win the titles of Conductor and Writer 
of Opera.。 

工 now wanted to set Zeald td 4derotide to music， 
sliimnlar to that which Beethoven wrote to Goethe's 五 Izaont ; 
the various ghosts from the spirit world，who were each to 
display different characteristics，were to borrow their own dis- 
tinctive colouring from appropriate muslcal accompaniment。 
In order to acquire the necessary technique of composition 
quickly 工 studied Logier's Methode des Genera1passes，8 WOTE 
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which was specially recommended to me at a musical jending 
library as a sujtable text-book from which this art might be 
easily mastered。 工 bave distincet recolections that tbhe fmnancial 
di 健 culties with which 工 was continually harassed throughout 
my life began at this time， 工 borrowed Logiers book on the 
weekly payment system，in the fond hope of having to pay for 
it only during 8 few weeks out of the savings of my weekly 
pocket-money. But the weeks ran on into months，and 工 
was still unable to compose as well as 工 wished。 Mr. Frederick 
Wieck，whose daughter afterwards married 了 Robert Schumann， 
was at that time the proprietor of that lending jbrary. He 
kept sending me troubjesome reminders of the debt I owed him ; 
and when my bill had almost reached the price of Logier's 
book 工 had to make a clean breast of the matter to my family， 
who thus not only learnt of my fnancial di 全 culties in general， 
but also of my latest transgression into the domain of music， 
from which，of course， at the very most they exzpected nothing 
better than a repetition of Zevwpald td 4derazde. 

There w8s great consternation at home ; my mother，sister， 
and_ brother-in-law， with anxious faces，diseussed how my 
studies should be superintended in future, to prevent my hav- 
ing any further opportunity for trzansgressing in this way。 No 


0ne，however，yet knew the real state of affairs at school，and . 


they hoped 工 would soon see the error of my ways in thbilis case 
8 工 had in my former craze for poetry. 

But other domestie changes were taking place which necessi- 
tated my being for some little time alone in our house at 
Leipzig during the summer of 1829，when 工 was left entirely 
to my Own devices。 It was during this period that my passion 
for musie rose to an extraordinary degree. 工 had secretly 
been taking lessons in harmony from G、Miiller，afterwards 
orga&nist at Altenburg，8n excellent musician belonging to the 
Jeipzig orchestra.。 Although the payment of these lessons 
WwWa8 also destined to get me into hot water at home later on， 
I could not even make Up to my teacher for the delay in the 
payment of his fees by 名 ving him the pleasure of watehing 
me imnprove in my studies。 卫 18 teaching and exercises 80on 
fled me with the greatest disgust， as to my mind it all seemed 
so dry。 上 or me music was 8 spirit，a noble and mystic monster， 
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and any attempt to regulate lt seemed to lower it in my eyes. 
工 gathered much more congenial instruction about lt from 
Hoffmann?s 已 artastestiicle than from my Leipzig orchestra 
player;i and now came the tme when 工 really lived and 
breathed im Hofmann's artistice atmosphere of ghosts and 
spirits。 With my head qulite full of 及 reissler， 玉 respel，and 
other musical spectres from my favourite author， 工 Imagined 
that 工 had at last found in real life a_ creature who resembled 
them : this ideal musician in whom for a time 工 fancied 工 had 
discovered a second 玉 reissler was a man called 上 lachs.。 也 e 
was 8 tall，exceedingly thin man，with a very narrow head and 
an extraordinary way of walking, moving，and speaking，whom 
工 had seen at all those open-air concerts Which formed my 
prinelpal source of musical education。 了 He was aways with 
the Imembers of the orchestra，speaking exceedingly quickly， 
frst to one and then the other; for they all knew him，and 
seemed to like him.，， TIhe fact tbat they were making fun of 
him 工 only learned，to my great confusion，much later。 工 
remember having noticed thils strange fgure from my earliest 
days in Dresden， and 工 gathered from the conversationg Which 
工 overheard that he was indeed well known to all Dresqen 
musicliangs。 工 his cirecumstance alone WwW88 8U 值 cient to make 
me take a great interest in him; but the point about him which 
attracted me more than anything was the manner in whbich 
he listened to the various items in the programme: he used 
to give peculiar，convulsive nods of his head，and blow out his 
cheeks as though with sighs。 All this 工 regarded as a sign of 
spiritual ecstasy。 工 noticed, moreover, that he was quite alone， 
that he belonged to no party，and paid no attention to anything 
in the garden save the musice;i wbhereupon my identification of 
this curious being with the conduetor 玉 reissler seemed quite 
natural. 工 was determined to make his acquaintance，and 工 
succeeded in doing so. Who shall describe my delight when， 
on going to cal on him at his rooms for the first time, 工 found 
Innumerable bundles of scores! 工 had as yet never seen 3 
score。 It is true 工 discovered， to my regret，that he possessed 
nothing either by Beethoven，Mozart or Weber; in fact，noth- 
ing but immense quantities of works，masses，3and cantatas by 
composers such 8a8 Staerkel，Stamitz，Steibelt，etc.，all of whom 
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were entirely Unknown to me Yet 上 lachs was able to tell mp 
80 Imuch that was good about them that the respect which 工 
felt for scores in general heljped me to overcome my regret at 
not fnding anything by my beloved masters。 It ia true 工 
learnt later that poor 上 lachs had only come into the possession 
of these particular scores through unscrupulous dealers，who 
had traded on his wealkmess of intellect and palmed o 企 this 
worthbjess music on him for large sums of money。 At all events， 
they were scores，8nd that was quite enough for me.。 lachs 
and 工 became most intimate; we were always seen going about 
together 一 工 a lanky boy of sixteen，and this weird，shaky 
faxpole。 The doors of my deserted home were often opened 
for this strange guest，who made me play my composition8 to 
him while he ate bread and cheese。 JIn return，he once 
arranged one of my airs for wind instrumentes，and，to my 
astonishment，it was actually accepted and played by the band 
in 玉 intechy's Swiss Chalet. That this man had not the 
smajlest capacity to teach me anything never once occurred 
to me; 工 was so firmly convinced of his originality thbat there 
wa8 Dn0 need for him to prove it further than by listening 
patiently to my enthusiastie outpourings。 But as，in course 
of time，several of his own friendqs joined us,，I could not help 
noticing tbat the worthy lachs was regarded by them all as 
a half-witted fool At first thls Imerely pained me，but 8 
strange incident Unexpectedly occurred which converted me to 
the general opinion about him。 了 lachs was & man of some 
means，and had fallen into the tolls of a young lady of dubious 
character who he believed was deeply in love with him。 One 
day，withbout warming， 工 found his house closed to me，and 
discovered，to Imy astonighment，that jealousy was the cause. 
The unexpected discovery of this liaigson，which was my first 
eXperience of such a case, 旬 jed me with a strange horror。 My 
friend suddenljy appeared to me even more mad than he really 
Was。 工 felt so ashamed of my persistent blindness that for 
80me tme to come 工 never went to any of the garden concerts 
for fear 工 ahould meet my sham 及 reissler. 

By this time 工 had composed my first Sonata in D minor. 
工 had also begun 8a pastoral play，and had worked it out in 
what 工 felt sure must be an entirely unprecedented way。 
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TI chose Goethe's Zate der 了 erliebtem as 8 model for the form 
and plot of my work。 工 scarcely even drafted out the jibretto， 
however，but worked it out at the same time 38 the Imusic and 
orchestration，8o that，while 工 was writing out one page of 
the score， 工 had not even thbought out the words for the 
next page。 工 remember distinetly that following thlis extra- 
ordinary method，although 工 had not acquired the slightest 
knowledge about writing for instruments， 工 actually worked 
out 8 fairly long passage which finally resolved itself into & 
scene for three female voices followed by the air for the tenor. 
My bent for writing for the orchestra was 80 strong that 工 
procured a score of Zom Juwaz，and set to work on what 工 hben 
considered a very careful orchestration of a fairly long air for 
sOprano0。 工 also wrote 8 quartette in D major after 工 had 
Imyself su 值 ciently mastered the alto for tbhe viola, my lgnorance 
of which had caused me great di 佣 culty only a short time be- 
fore，when 工 was studying a quartette by 也 aydn. 

Armed with these works， set out in the summer on Imy 
frst journey 88 8 Imusician。 My sister Clara，who was married 
to the singer Wolfram，had an engagement at thbe theatre at 
Magdeburg，whither，in characteristic fashion， 工 set forth upon 
my adventure on foot。 

My short stay with my relations provided me with many 
experiences of musical life。 It was there that 工 met a new 
freak，whose infuence upon me 工 have never been able to forget. 
He was & musical conduetor of the name of 了 iihnlein，a most 
extraordinary person。 Already advanced in years，delicate 
and，unfortunately，given to drink，this man Dnevertheless lim- 
pressed one by something striking and vigorous In his ex- 
pression。 His chief characteristics were 8n enthusiastic 
worship of Mozart and a passionate depreciation of Weber. 
He had read only one book 一 Goethes Foxst 一 and in this 
Work there was not a page in which he had not underlined some 
passage，and made some remark in praise of Mozart or in 
disparagement of Weber。 I was to this man that my brother- 
in-law confided the compositions which 工 bad brought with 
me in order to learn his opinion of my abllities。 One evening， 
a8 we were sitting comfortably in an inn, old 玉 iihnlein came in， 
and approached us with a friendly，though serious manner. 
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II thought 工 read good news in his features，but when mmy 
brother-in-law asked him what he thought of my work，he 
answered quietly and calmly，“ 工 here is not a single good note 
in it!” My brother-in-law，who was accustomed to 及 iihnlein?8 
eccentricity，gave & loud laugh which reassured me so0mewhat. 
It was impossible to get any advice or coherent reasons for his 
opinion out of 了 iihnjein; he merely renewed his abuse of 
Weber and made some references to Mozart which，neverthe- 
less，made &a deep impression Upon me 88 及 iibhnlein's janguage 
Was ways Yery heated and emphatilc. 

On the other handqd，this visit brought me 8 great treastre， 
which was responsible for leading me in a very different direc- 
tion from thbat advised by 人 iihnjein。 TIhis was the score of 
Beethoven s great Quartette in 卫 hat major，which had only 
been fairly recently published，and of which my brother-in-law 
had a copy made for me,， Richer in experience，8and in the 
possession of this treasure, [ returned to Leipzig to the nursery 
of my queer musical studies。 But my family had now returned 
with my 8ister 了 osalie，and 工 could no ljonger keep secret from 
them the fact 了 bat my connection with the school had been 
entirely suspended，for a notice was found saying that 工 bad 
not attended the sehool for the last sixz months.。 As 8 com- 
plaint addressed by the reetor to my unele about me had not 
received adequate attention，the school authorities had appar- 
ently made no further attempts to exerclse any SUpervislon 
over Ime，which 工 had indeed rendered quite impossible by 
absenting myself altogether. 

A fresh councell of war was held in the family to discuss 
what was to be done with me。 As 工 laidq particular stress on 
my bent for music，my relations thought that 工 ought，at any 
rate，to learn one instrument thoroughly. My brother-in-]aw， 
Brockhaus，proposed to send me to Hummel，at Weimar，to 
be trained as 8 pianist，but as 工 ljoudly protested that by 
“music” 工 mmeant “composing)”and not“playing an instru- 
ment;)”they gave way，8and decided to let me have regular 
lessons in harmony from Miiller, the very musiecian from whom 
工 had had instruction on the sl]y some little while before，and 
who had not yet been paid. In return for thig 工 promised 
”faithfuly to go back to work conscientious]ly at St Nicholas”8 
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School 工 soon grew tired of both。 工 could brook no control， 
and this unfortunately applied to my musical instruction 88 
well. The dry study of harmony disgusted me more and more， 
though 工 continued to concelve fantasias，sonatas，and over- 
tures，and work them out by myself.。 On the other hand,， 工 
was spurred on by ambition to show what 工 could do at school 
过 工 liked. When the Upper School boysg were set the task of 
writing 8 poem， 工 composed a chorus in Greek，on the recent 
War of Liberation。 工 can well imagine that this Greek Poem 
had about as much resemblance to a real Greek oration and 
poetry，8a8 the sonatas and overtures 工 used to compose at that 
time had to thoroughly professlional muslc.。 My attempt Was 
scornfully rejected as 8 piece of impudence。 After that 工 
have no further recollections of my school. My continued 
attendance Was 8 pure Sacrifice on my side，made out of con- 
8ideration for my family: 工 did not pay the slightest atten- 
tion to what was taught in the lessons，but secretljy occupied 
myself all the while with reading any book thbat happened to 
attract mae。 

As my musical instruction also did me no good, 工 continued 
in my wilful process of self-education by copying out the 
8coreg of my beloved masters，and in 8o doing acquired a 
neat handwriting，which in jater years has often been ad- 
mired。 工 believe my copies of the C minor Symphony and 
the Ninth Symphony by Beethoven are still preserved as 
80UVenirs。 

Beethoven's Ninth Symphony became the mystical goal of all 
my strange thoughts and desires about music。 工 was first 
attracted to 让 by the opinion prevalent among Imusicians， 
not onjy in Leipzlig but elsewhere，that this work had been 
written by Beethoven when he was already half mad。 It was 
considered the ?om pus 2ira of all that was fantastic and 
incomprehensible，and thigs was quite enough to rouse in me 8 
passionate desire to study this mysterious work。 At the very 
frst glance at the score, of which 工 obtained possession with such 
di 人 鱼 culty， 工 felt irresisgtibljy attracted by the long-sustained 
pure fifths with which the first phrase opens: these chords, 
which，as 工 related above，had played such a supernatural 
part in my childish impressions of muslc，seemed in this case 
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to form the spiritual keynote of my own life。 This, 工 thought， 
must suUrely contain the secret of all secrets，and accordingly 
the first thing to be done was to make the score my own by 8 
process of laborious copying. 工 well remember that on one 
occasion the sudden appearance of the dawn made such an 
Uncanny impression on my excited nerves that 工 jumped into 
bed with a scream as though 工 had seen a ghost。 ITIhe symphony 
at that time had not yet been arranged for the piano; it had 
found so little favour that the publisher did not feel inclined 
to run the risk of producing 让 工 set to work at it and actually 
composed a complete piano solo, which Itried to play to myself. 
I sent my work to Schott, the publisher of the score, at Mainz. 
I received in reply a letter saying“that the publishers had not 
yet decided to issue the Ninth Symphony for the piano，but 
that they would gladly keep my laborious work,”and offered 
me remuneration in the shape of the score of the great Mtssa 
4olem7s in D，which 工 accepted with great pleasure. 

In addition to this work I practised the violin for some time， 
38 Imy harmony master very rightly considered that some knowl]- 
edge of the practical working of thia instrument wa88 indis- 
pensable for any one who had the intention of composing for 
the orchestra。 My mother, indeed, paid the violinist Sipp (who 
was still playing in the Leipzig orchestra in 1865) eight thalers 
for a violin (II do not know what became of it)，with which 
for quite three months 工 must have inflicted unutterable torture 
npon Imy mother and 8sister by practising in my tiny jlittle 
room。 工 got 8so far as to play certain Variations in E sharp 
by Mayseder，but only reached the second or third. After 
that 工 have no further recollections of this practising，in which 
my family fortunately had very good reasons of their own for 
not encouraging Ine. 

But the time now arrived when my interest in the theatre 
again took 8 passionate hold upon me。 A new company 
had been formed in my birthplace under very good auspices. 
The Board of Management of the Court Theatre at Dresden 
had taken over the management of the Leipzig theatre for 
three years。 My sister Rosalie was a member of the company， 
and through her 工 could always gain admittance to the per- 
formances; and that which in my childhood had been merely 
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the interest aroused by a strange spirit of curiosity now became 
8 Imore deep-seated and consclous passlon。 

Js Csar，Macbeth， 五 amlet， the plays of Sechiller，and 
to _ crown all，Goethe'e Faust，excited and astirred me deeply. 
The Opera was giving be first performances of Marschner's 
Tomzpzr and Templer CC vd IThe Italian company ar- 
rived from Dresden，and fascinated the Leipzig audience by 
theirz consummate mastery of their art. 了 ven 工 was almost 
carried away by the enthusiasm with which the town was over- 
whelmed，into forgetting the boyish impression8s which Signor 
Sassaroli had stamped upon my mind，when another miracle 
一 Which also came to us from Dresden 一 suddenly gave a new 
direction to my artistie feelings and exercised a decisive infu- 
ence Over Iy whole life. TIhis conslsted of a special per- 
formance given by Wilhelmine Schroder-Devrient，who at that 
time was at the zenith of her artistie career，young，beautifu]， 
and ardent，and whose like 工 bave never again seen on the 
stage. She made her appearance in ide1zo. 

JIf 工 look back on my jlife as a whole,， 上 can fnd no event 
that produced so profound an impression upon me。 Any one 
who can rememhber that wonderful woman at this period of her 
life must to some extent have experienced the almost sataniec 
ardour which the intensely human art of this incomparable 
actress poured into his veins。 After the performance 工 rushed 
to 8a friend's house and wrote 8 8hort note to the singer，in 
which II briefy told her that from tbat moment my life had 
acquired its true significance，and that if in days to come she 
should ever hear my name praised in the world of Art，she 
must remember that she had that evening made me What 工 
then swWore it was Imy destiny to become. This note 工 left at 
her hotel, and ran out into the night as if 工 were mad， JIn the 
year 1842，when 工 went to Dresden to make my d6but with 
Raxenz1， 工 paid several visits to the kind-hearted singer，who 
startled me on one occasion by repeating this letter word for 
Word。 It seemed to have made an impression on her too，88 
she had actually kept it. 

At this point 工 feel myself obliged to acknowledge that the 
great confusion Which now began to prevail in my life，and 
particularly in my studies，was due to the inordinate effect 
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this artistice interpretation had upon me。 工 did not know 
where to turn，or how to set about producing something my- 
self which might Place me in direct contact With the impres- 
sion 工 had reeelived，while everythbing that coud not be 
brought into touch with it seemed to me so shallow and mean- 
ingless that 工 could not possibly trouble myself with 让 工 
should have liked to compose & work worthy of a Schroder- 
Devrient; but as this was quite beyond my power, in my head- 
long despair I let al artistie endeavour slide，and as my work 
was also utterly insuffcient to absorb me， 工 fung myself 
recklessly into the jlife of the moment in the company of 
strangely chosen associates, and indulged im al kinds of youth- 
fu]l excesseg. 

I now entered into all the dissipations of raw manhood， the 
outward ugliness and inward emptiness of which make me 
Imarvel to thils day. My intercourse with those of my own age 
had always been the resujlt of pure chance， 工 cannot remermber 
that any special inclination or attraction determined me 1n 
the choice of my young frienqdes。 While 工 can honestly say 
that 工 was never in 8 position to stand aloof out of envy from 
any one who was specially gifted, I can only explain my indiffer- 
ence iD thbe choice of my 8ssociates by the fact bat through 
inexperience regarding the sort of companionship that would 
be of advantage to me，I 工 cared only to have some one Who 
would accompany me in my excursions，and to whbom 工 could 
pour out my feelings to my heart's content without caring what 
effect it might have upon him。 The result of thigs was that 
after & stream of confdences to which my own excitement 
Was the only response， 工 at length reached the point when 工 
turned and looked at my friend; to my astonishment 工 gener- 
ay found that there was no question of response at 8aU，and 
88 80on 88 TI set my heart on drawing something from him in 
return，and Urged him to confde in me，whbhen he realy had 
nothing to tell，the connection usually came to an end and left 
no trace on my life， In a certain sense my strange relation- 
ship with 了 lachs was typical of the great majority of my ties 
in_ after-life。 Consequently，as no lasting personal bond of 
friendship ever found ite way into my life, it is easy to under- 
stand how delight in the dissipations of student life could become 
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8 passion of some duration，because in it individual interecourse 
18 entirely replaced by a common circle of acquaintances。 In 
the midst of rowdyism and ragging of the most foolish de- 
scription 工 remained quite alone，and it ig quite possible that 
tbese frivolities formed a protecting hedge round my inmost 
s0U，which needed time to grow to its natural strength and not 
be weakened by reaching maturity too soon. 

My life seemed to break up in all directions; 工 had to leave 
St. Nicholasys School at 卫 aster 1830, as 工 was too deeply ip dis- 
gr8ce With the sta 在 of masters ever to hope for any promotion 
in the University from that quarter， It was now determined 
that 工 should study privately for six months and then go to 
St Thomas:s School，where 工 should be in fresh surroundings 
and be able to work up and quajlify in a short time for the 
University.。 My uncle Adolph，with whom 工 was constantly 
renewing Iy friendship，and who also encouraged me about 
my Imusice and exercised 8 good infuence over me in that re- 
spect，in spite of the utter degradation of my life at that time， 
kept arousing in me an ever fresh desire for scientifie studies. 
工 took private lessons in Greek fom a scholar，and read 
Sophocles with him。 or a time 工 hoped this noble poet would 
again inspire me to get &a real hold on the language，but the 
hope was vain。 工 had not chosen the right teacher，and， 
Imoreover，his slitting-room in Which we pursued our studies 
looked out on a tanyard, the repulsive odour of which affected 
my Derves 80 strongly that 工 became thoroughly disgusted 
both with Sophocles and Greek. My brother-in-ljaw，Brocek- 
haus，who wanted to put me in the way of earning some pocket- 
money，gave me thbe correcting of the proof-sheets of a new 
edition he was bringing out of Becker's Viazversal 万 ?sfory， 
revised by Lobel.， IThis gave me aa reason for improving by 
Private study the superfieial general instruction on every sub- 
ject which is given at school, and 工 thus acquired the valuable 
knowledge which 工 was destined to have in later jife of most 
of the branches of learning so uninterestingly taught in class. 
工 must not forget to mention that，to a certain extent，the at- 
traction exerclsed over me by this frst closer studqy of history 
Was due to the fact that it brought me in eightpence 8 sheet， 
and Ithus found myself in one of the rarest positions in my life， 
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actually earning money;j yet 工 should be doing myeself an 
injustice if 工 did not bear in mind the vivid impressiongs 工 now 
for the frst time recelved upon turning my serious attention 
to those periods of history with whieh 工 had hitherto had a 
very suUperficial acquaintance。 All 上 recollect about my school 
days in his connection is that 工 was attracted by the classical 
period of Greek history; Marathon，Salamis，and TIhermopylae 
composed the canon of all that interested me in the subject. 
Now for the first time 工 made an intimate acquaintance with 
the Middle Ages and the French Revolution，8as my work im 
correcting dealt precisely with the two volumes which con- 
tained these two periods.， 工 remember in particular that the 
description of the Revolution 人 匀 led me with sincere hatred 
for its heroes;j unfamiliar as 工 was with the previous history 
of Erance，my human sympathy was horrified by the cruelty 
of the men of thbat day，and this purely human impulse re- 
mained so strong in me that 工 remember how even quite recently 
it cost me 3 real struggle to give any weight to the true political 
significance of those acts of violence. 

How great，then，was my astonishment when one day the 
current political events of the time enabled me，as jit were，to 
gain 8 personal experience of the sort of national Upheavals 
with whiceh 工 had come into distant contaet in the course of my 
proof-oorrecting， The special editions of the Zeipzig Gazette 
brought us the news of the July Revolution in Paris。 The 玉 ing 
of France had been driven from his throne; Lafayette，who a 
Imoment before had seemed 8 myth to me，was again riding 
through 8 cheering crowd in the streets of Paris; the Swiss 
Guards had once more been butehered in the Tuileries，and a 
neW 及 ing knew no better way of commending himself to the 
populace than by declaring himself the embodiment of the Re- 
public。 Suddenly to become conseious of living at a time i 
which such tbhings took Place could not fail to have a startling 
effect on 8 boy of seventeen。 The world as a historic phenome- 
Don began from that day 站 my eyes，and naturally my sym- 
pathies were wholly on the side of the Revolution，which 工 
regarded in the light of a heroie popular struggle crowned with 
victory，8nd free from the blemish of the terrible excesses that 
stained the first 上 rench Revolution。 As the whole of 了 urope， 
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including some of the German states，was 800on plunged more or 
less violently into rebellion， 工 remained for some tme in & 
feverish state of suspense,， and now first turned my attention to 
the causes of these upheavals，which 工 regarded as struggles of 
the young and hopeful against the old and effete portion of 
mankind， Saxony also did not remain Unscathed; in Dresden 
it came to actual fghting in the streets，which immediately pro- 
duced a pojlitical change in the shape of the proclamation of the 
regency of the future 及 ing 下 rederick，and the granting of a 
constitution。 his event flled me with such enthusiasm that 
TI composed a political overture， the prelude of which depleted 
dark oppresslion in the midqst of which a strain was at last 
heard under which，to make my Imeaning clearer， 工 wrote the 
words ZedrmC 2 Fretett this strain was intended to 
develop gradually and majestically into the fullest triumph， 
which 工 hboped shortly to see successfully performed at one of 
the Leipzig Garden Concerts. 

也 owever，before 工 was able to develop my politico-mnusical 
conceptions further，disorders broke out in Leipzig itself which 
summoned me from the precinets of Art to take a direct share 
in national life.。 National life in Leipzig at this time meant 
nothing more than antagonism between the students and the 
police, the latter being the arch-enemy upon whom the youthbful 
love of liberty vented itself. Some students had been arrested 
in 8 8street broil who were now to be rescued. The under- 
graduates，wWho had been restless for some days，8assembled 
one evening in the Market Place and the Clubs，mnustered 
together，8nd made &a Ting round their leaders。 IThe whole 
proceeding was marked by a certain measured solemmnity，which 
impressed me deeply.， IIhey sang Caxdeaits ?19zt7，formed 
up into column，8and Picking up from the crowd any young 
men Who sympathised withb hbem，marched gravely and reso- 
lutely from the Market Place to the University buildings， 
to open the cells and set free the students who had been 
arrested。 My heart beat fast as 工 marched with them to this 
“Taking of the Bastille”but tbings did not tnrmm out as we 
expected，for in the courtyard of the Paulinum the solemn 
procession Was stopped by Rector 久 rug，who had come down 
to meet it with his grey head bared; his assurance that the 
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captives had already been released at his request was greeted 
with a thundering cheer，and the matter seemed at an end. 

But the tense expectation of a revolution had grown too 
great not to demand some sacrifce。 A summons was suddenjy 
spread calling us to 8& notorious alley in order to exercise 
popular justice upon a hated magistrate who, it was zumoured， 
had unlawfully taken under his protection a certain house of 
il-fame in that quarter. When 工 reached the spot withb the 
tail-end of the crowd， 工 found the house had been broken 
into and all sorts of violence had been committed.， 工 recall 
with horror the intoxicating effect this unreasoning fury had 
upon me，and cannot deny that without the slightest personal 
provocation 工 shared，1like one possessed，in the frantic onD- 
slaught of the undergraduates，who madly shattered furniture 
and crockery to bits。 工 do not believe tbat thbe ostensible motive 
for this outrage，whiocoh，it is true，was to be found in a fact 
that was 8 grave menace to publice morality，bhad any weight 
with me whatever; on the contrary，it was the purely devilish 
fury of these popular outbursts thbat drew me，too，jlike & 
madman into their vortex。 

The fact that such fte of fury are not quick to abate，buft， 
in accordance with certain natural laws，reach their proper 
conclusion only after they have degenerated into frenzy， 工 
was to learn in my own person。 SScarcely did the summons 
ring out for us to march to another resort of the same kind 
than 工 too found myself in the tide which set towards the 
opposite end of the town. IIhere the same exploits were re- 
peated，and the most ludicrous outrages perpetrated. 工 can- 
not rermernber that the en]joyment of alcoholic drinks con- 
tributed to the intoxication of myself and my immediate fellows. 
II only know that 工 fnally got into the state that usually sue- 
ceeds 8 debauch，and upon waking next morning， 83as 这 from 8a 
hideous nightmare，had to convince myself that 工 had really 
taken Part in the events of the previous night by a trophy 工 
possessed in the shape of a tattered red curtain，which 工 had 
brought home as a token of my prowess。 The thought that 
people generally，and my own family in particular，were wont 
to put a lenient construction Upon youthful escapades was 8a 
great comfort to me; outbursts of this kind on thbe part of the 
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young were regarded as righteous indqignation against really 
serioUs Scandals，and there was no need for me to be afraid of 
owning up to having taken part in such excesses. 

工 he dangerous example，however，which had been set by 
the Undergraduates incited the lower classes and the mob to 
Similar excesse8 on the following mightes，against employers 
andq_ any Who were obnoxious to thbem. TIhe matter at once 
assUmed a more serious complexion ; property was threatened， 
and 8 confiict between rich and poor stood grinning at our 
doors。 As there were no soldiers in the town，and the police 
were thoroughly disorganised，the students were called in as 
8 _ Protection against the lower orders.。 An undergraduate's 
hour of glory now began，such as I could only have thirsted 
for ip my schoolboy dreams. The student became the tutelar 
deity of Leipzig，called on by the authorities to arm and band 
together in defence of property，and the same young men who 
two days before had yielded to a rage for destruction，now 
mustered in the University courtyard.， 工 he proscribed names 
of the students” clubs and unions were shouted by the mouths 
of town counceillors and chief constables in order to summon 
curiously equipped undergraduates，who thbereupon，in simple 
mediseval array of war， scattered throughout the towm， 
occupied the guard-rooms at the gates，provided sentinels for 
the grounds of various wealthby merchants，and，8as occasion 
demanded, took places which seemed threatened, more especialy 
inns，uUnder their permanent protection. 

Though，unlucekily，I was not yet a Imember of their body, 工 
anticipated the delights of academie citizenship by half-impu- 
dent，half-obsequious solicitation of the leaders of the studentas 
whom II honoured most 工 had the good fortune to recommend 
myself partieularly to these“coceks of the walk,”as they were 
styled，on account of my relationship to Brockhaus，in whose 
grounds the main body of these champions were encamped 
for some time.。 My brother-in-law was among those who had 
been seriously threatened，and it was only owing to really 
great presence of mind andq assurance that he succeeded in 
saving hig Printing works，and especially his steam Presses， 
Which were the chief object of attack，from destruction. To 
protect his property against further assault，detachmente of 
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students were told off to his grounds as well;j the excellent 
entertainment which the generous master of the house offered 
his jovial guardians in his pleasant summer-house enticed the 
pick of the students to him.。 My brother-in-law was for sev- 
eral Weeks guarded day and night against possible attacks 
by the populace，and on this occaslion，8s thbe mediator of a 
fowing hospitality， 工 celebrated among the most famous 
“bloods ”of the University the true saturnalia of my scholarly 
ambition。 

For a still longer period the guarding of the gates Was 
entrusted to the studente; the unheardq-of splendour which 
accordingly became associated with thig post drew fresh as- 
pirants to the spot from far and near。 也 very day huge char- 
tered vehicles discharged at the 了 alle Gate whole bands of 
the boldest sons of learming from Halle，Jena，Guttingen，and 
the remotest regions。 They got down close to the guards at 
the gate，and {for several weeks never set foot in an inn or any 
other dwelling; they lived at the exzpense of the Council，drew 
vouchers on the police for food and drink，and knew but one 
care， that the possibility of a general quieting of men?s mindas 
woud make their opportune guardianship superfuous。 工 never 
milssed a day on guard or a night either，alas! trying to im- 
press on my family the urgent need for my personal endur- 
ance。 Of course, the quieter and really studious spirits among 
US 800n Tesigned these duties，and only the fower of the fock 
of undergraduates remained so staunch that it became diffcult 
for the authorities to relieve them of their task。 工 held out 
to the very last，and succeeded in making most astonishing 
friends for my age. Many of the most audacious remained 
in Leipzig even when there was no guard duty to fulfl，and 
peopled the place for some time with champions of an extra- 
ordinarily desperate and dissipated type，who had been re- 
peatedly sent down from various Universities for rowdyism 
or debt，and who now，thanks to the exceptional cirecumstances 
of the day, found a refuge in Leipzig，where at first they had 
been_ received with open arms by the general enthusiasm of 
their comrades. 

In the presence of al thbese phenomena 工 felt as if 工 were 
sUrrounded by the resujte of an earthquake whiceh had upset 
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the usual order of things， My brother-in-law, 上 riedrieh Brock- 
haus，who could justljy taunt the former authoritieg of the 
place with their inabijity to maintain peace 8nd order，WwWas 
carried away by the current of a formidable movement of op- 
position。 He made a daring speech at the Gunildhall before 
their worships the Town Council，which brought him popu- 
larity，and he was appointed second-in-command of the newly 
constituted Leipzig Municipal Guard. TIhis body at length 
ousted my adored students from the guard-rooms of the town 
gates，and we no longer had the right of stopping travellers 
and inspecting their passes。 On the other hand， 工 fattered 
myself that 工 might regard my new position 88 8 boy citizen 
88 eqUivalent to that of the Erench National Guard，and my 
brother-in-l]aw，Brockhaus，as 8 Saxon afayette，whiceh，at 
all events，succeeded in furnishing my soaring excitement with 
8 healthy stimulant. 工 now began to read the papers and 
cultivate politics enthusiastically; however，the social inter- 
course of the ceivie world did not attract me suffciently to 
make me false to my beloved academie associates。 工 followed 
them faithfully from the guard-rooms to the ordinary bars， 
where their splendour as men of thbe literary world now sought 
retlirement。 

My chief ambition was to become one of them 8as soon 88 
possible。 IThis，however，could only be accomplished by being 
again entered at 8 grammar school， Nt. 工 homas's8，whose head- 
master Was 8 feeble old man，was the Place where my Wilshes 
could be most speedily attained. 

工 joined the school in the autumn of 1830 simply with the 
intention of qualifying myself for the Leaving 了 xamination 
by merely nominal attendance there， 工 he chief thing in con-， 
nection with it was that 工 and friends of thbe same bent suc- 
ceeded in establishing a sham students” association called the 
Freshman's Club.。 It was formed with all possible pedantry， 
the institution of the “Comment ”was introduced，fencing- 
Practice and sword-bouts were held，and an inaugural meeting 
to which several prominent students were invited,， and at which 
I 工 presided as “Vice ”in white buckskin trousers and great 
jack-boots，gave me 8 foretaste of the delights awaiting me 88 
a full-blown son of thbe Mnuses. 
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The masters of St Thomass，however，were not qulte so 
ready to fall 各 with my aspirations to studentship; at the end 
of the half-year they were of the opinion that 工 had not given 
8 thought to their institution， and nothing coujd persuade them 
that 工 had earned a title to academie citizenship by any &cqui- 
sition of knowledge. Some sort of decislion Was Decessary，80 
I_ accordingly informed my family that 工 bad made up my 
mind not to study for a professlon at the University，but to 
become a musician。 There was nothing to prevent me matricu- 
lating as“Studiosus Musicae” and，without therefore troubling 
myself about the pedantries of the authorities at St， 工 homas's， 
I defiantly quitted that seat af learning from which 工 had 
derived small profit，and presented myself forthwith to the 
rector of the University，whose acquaintance 工 bad made on 
the evening of the riot， to be enrolled as a student of music. 
Thisg was accordingly done withbhout further ado, on the payment 
of the usual fees. 

TI was in a great hurry about it，for in 8 week the 了 aaster 
vacation wouUd begin，and the “men ”would go down from 
Leipzlig，when it would be impossible to be elected member of 
& club until the vacation was over， 8nd to stay al those weeks 
at home in Leipzig without having the right to we8rz the coveted 
colours seemed to me unendurable torture。 Straight from thbe 
rector'8 presence 工 ran like aa wounded animal to the fencing 
8chool，to present yself for admission to the Saxon Cluhb， 
showing my card of matriculation。 工 attained my object， 工 
could wear thbhe colours of the Saxonia，which was in the 
fashion at that time，and in great request because it numbered 
30 Imany delightful members in its Tanks。 

工 he strangest fate was to befall me in this 了 aster vacation， 
during which 工 was really the only remaining representative 
of the Saxon Club in Leipzig. JIn the beginning this club 
conslsted chiefy of men of good family as well as the better 
class elements of the student world; all of them were members 
of highly placed and well-to-do families in Saxony ip general， 
and in particular from the capital，Dresden，and spent their 
vacation at their respective homes。 There remained in Leipzig 
during thbe vacations only those wandering students who had 
no homes，and for whom in reality it was always OF Dever 
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holiday time. Among these a separate club had arisen of 
daring and desperate young reprobates who had found a last 
refuge，as 工 said，at Leipzig in the glorious period 工 have 
recorded。 工 had already made the personal acquaintance of 
these swashbucklers， who pleased my fancy greatly， when 
they were guarding the Brockhaus grounds。 Although the 
regular duration of a _ university course did not exceed three 
years，Imost of these men had never left their universities for 
SIX OF SeVen years. 

工 was8 partiecularly fascinated by a man called Gebhardt， 
who was endowed with extraordinary physical beauty and 
strengthb，and whose slim heroic figure towered head and 
shouldqers above all his companions。 When he walked down 
the street arm-in-arm with two of the strongest of his com- 
rades，he used suddenly to take it into his head，by an easy 
movement of his arm，to lift his friends high in the air and 
fHutter along in this way as though he had a pair of human 
wings。 When a cab was going along the streets at 8a sharp trotb 
he would seize a spoke of the wheel with one hand andq force 
it to pull up.。 Nobody ever told hm that he was stupld 
because they were afraid of his strength，hence his limitations 
were 8carcely noticed， 了 His redoubtable strength，combined 
with a temperate disposition，lent him a majestie dignity 
which placed him above the level of an ordinary mortal. He 
had come to Lelipzig from Mecklenburg in the company of a 
certain Degelow，who was 88 powerful and adroit，though by 
no means of such gigantic proportions，8s his friend，and whose 
chief attraction lay in his great vivacity and animated features. 
He had led a wild and dissipated life in which play，drink， 
passionate love aftairs，and constant and prompt duelling had 
rung the changes。 Ceremonious politeness，an ironlie and 
pedantie coldness， which testified to bold self-confidence， 
combined with a very hot temper，formed the chief character- 
lstics of this personage and natures akin to his. JDegelow s 
wildness and passion were lent a curious diabolical charm by 
the possession of a malicious humour which he often turned 
against himself，whereas towards others he exercised a certain 
chivalrous tenderness。 

Thbese two extraordinary men Were joined by others who 
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possessed a]l the quajlities essential to a reckless jife，together 
with real and headstrong valour. One of them，named AStelzer， 
& regular Berserker out of the Nibelungenlied，who was nlck- 
named 工 ope，was in his twentieth term。 While these men 
openly and consciousl]y belonged to a world doomed to destruc- 
tion, and all their actions and escapades could only be explained 
by the hypothesis that they al believed that inevitable ruin 
was imminent， 工 made in their company the acquaintance of 
a _ certain Schriter，who particularly attracted me by his cor- 
dial disposition，Ppleasant Hanoverian accent，and refined wit. 
He was not one of the regular young dare-devilsg，towards 
whom he adopted a calm observant attitude，while they were 
all fond of him and glad to see him。 工 made a real friend of 
this Schriter, although he was much older than 工 was。 Ihrough 
bim 工 became acquainted with the works and poems of 五 . 
Heine，and from him 工 acquired a certain neat and saucy Wit， 
and 工 was quite ready to surrender myself to his agreeable 
infuence in the hope of improving my outward bearing， 世 
was his company in particular that Isought every day; in the 
afternoon 工 generally met him in the Rosenthal or 玉 intschy?8 
Chialet, though always in the presence of those wonderful Goths 
who excited at once my alarm and admiration. 

They all belonged to _ university clubs which were on hostile 
terms with the one of which I was a member.。 What this hos- 
tility between the various clubs meant only those can judge 
who are familiar with the tone prevalent among them in those 
days。 工 be mere sight of hostile colours sufced to infuriate 
these men，who otherwlse were kind and gentle，provided they 
had taken the slightest drop too much。 At al events，8as long 
88 thbe old stagers were sober they would look with good- 
natured complacency at a slight young fellow like me in the 
hostile colours moving among them so amicably。 工 hose colours 
工 wore in my own peculiar fashion。 工 hbad made use of the 
brief week during which my club was still in Leipzig to become 
the possessor of a splendid “Saxon ”cap，richly embroidered 
with silver，and worn by a man called Miiller，who was after- 
wards a prominent constable at Dresden。 工 had been seized 
with sueh &a violent craving for thbis cap that 工 managed to buy 
lt from him，as he wanted money to go home， JIn spite of this 
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remarkable cap 工 was，88 工 have said，welcome in the den of 
this band of rowdies : my ' friend Sechrbter saw to that。 It was 
only when the grog，which was the principal beverage of these 
wild spirite，began to work tbat 工 used to notice curious glances 
and overhear doubtfu]l speeches，the significance of which was 
for some time hidden from me by the dizziness in which my 
Own 8Benses were plunged by this baneful drink。 

As I 工 was inevitably bound on this account to be mixed up 
in quarrels for some time to come, lt afforded me a great satis- 
faction that my first 全 ght，as a matter of fact，arose from an 
incident more creditable to me than those provocations which 
I 工 had jeft half unnoticed. One day Degelow came up to 
Schriter and me in a winebar that we often frequented，and 
in qulte &a friendly manner confessed to Us confidentially his 
liking for a young and very pretty actress Whose talent Schriter 
disputed. Degelow rejoined that thisg was 88 it might be，but 
that，for his part，he regarded the young lady as the most 
respectable woman in the theatre。 工 at once &sked him 这 he 
considered my sister's reputation Was not 8S8 good. Accord- 
ing to_ students” notions it was impossible for Degelow，who 
doubtless had not the remotest intention of being insulting，to 
give me any 8s8uUrance further than to say that he certainly 
did not think my sister had an inferior reputation，but thbat， 
neverthelessg，he meant to abide by his assertion concerning 
the young lady he had mentioned. Hereupon folowed without 
delay the usual chalenge，opening with the words，“ 阅 ou re 
an 8ss)”which sounded almost ridiculous to my own eaTr8 When 
I said them to this seasoned swashbuckjler. 

工 remember that Degelow too gasped with astonishment， 
and lightning seemed to 入 ash from his eyes; but he controlled 
himself in the presence of my friend，and proceeded to observe 
the usual formajlities of a challenge，and chose broadswords 
(Zruzni7i6 00e7) 88 志 e weapons for the fght. IThe event made 
& great stir among ouUr companions，but 工 sawW less reason thban 
before to abstain from my Usual intercourse with them。 Only 工 
became more strict about the behaviour of the swashbucklers， 
and for several days no evening passed without producing a 
challenge between me and some formidable buly，until at last 
Count Solms，the only member of my club who had returned 
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to Leipzig as yet visited me 88 thbough he were an intimate 
friend and inquired into what had occurred. 瑟 e applauded 
my conduct，but advised me not to wear Iny colours until the 
return of our comrades from the vacation，and to keep away 
from the bad company into whlich 工 had ventured.。 上 ortunately 
I had not long to wait; university life soon began again，and 
the fencing ground was. flled. TIhe unenviable position，in 
which，in student phrase， 工 was suspended with a half-dozen 
of the most terrible swordsamen，earned me 8 glorious repu- 
tion among the“freshmen ”and“]juniors)”and even among 
the older “champions ” of the Saxonia- 

My seconds were duly arranged，the dates for the various 
duels on hand settled, and by the care of my seniors the needful 
time wa88s Secured for me to acquire some sort of skill in fencing. 
The light heart with which 工 awaited thbe fate which threatened 
me in at least one of the impending encounters 工 myself could 
not Understand at the time;j on the other hand，the way in 
which 旨 at fate preserved me from the consequences of my 
ra8hbhness seems truly miraculous in my eyes to this day，and 
worthy of further description. 

The preparationg for a duel included obtaining some ex- 
perience of these encounters by being present at several of 
them We freshmen attained this object by what is called 
“carrying duty”that is to 88y，we were entrusted with the 
raplers of the corps (preclous wepons of honour belonging 
to hbe association)，and had to take them first to the grinder 
and thence to thbe scene of encounter，a Proceeding which was 
attended with some danger，8a8s it bad to be done surrepti- 
tiously，since duelling was forbidden by law; in return we 
acquired the right of assisting as spectators at thbe impending 
eng&gements. 

When 工 had earned thigs honour，thbe meeting-place chosen 
for the duel I was to watch was the billiard-room of an inn in 
the Burgstrasse;j the table had been moved to one side，and 
on lt the authorised spectators took their places. Among 
them 工 stood up with a beating heart to watch the dangerous 
encounters between those doughty champions。 工 was told on 
thlis occasion of the story of one of my friends (a Jew named 
Levy，but known 88 Lippert)，who on this very foor had given 
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s0 much ground before his antagonist that the door had to 
be opened for him，and he fell bacek through it down the steps 
into the street，still bellieving he was engaged in thbe duel. 
When several bouts had been fnished，two men came on to 
the“piteh,”TIempel，the president of the Markomayzem，and a 
certain Wohjlfart，an old stager，already in his fourteenth half- 
year of study，with whom 工 alsgo was booked for an encounter 
later on When thig was hbe case，a man was not allowed to 
wateh，in order that the weak points of the duellist might not 
be betrayed to his future opponent. Wohlfart was accordingly 
asked by my chiefs whether he wanted me removed; where- 
upon he replied with calm contempt “Let them jleave the 
jittle freshman there, in God'es name!” Ihus 工 became an eye- 
WwWitness of the disabljement of a swordsman who neverthejess 
showed himself so experienced and skilful on the occasion that 
I 工 might well have become alarmed for the issue of my future 
encounter with him. 了 is gigantice opponent cut the artery 
of his right armn，which at once ended the fght; the surgeon 
declared that Wohlfart would not be able to hold a sword 
again for years，Under which circumstances my proposed meet- 
ing with him was at once cancelled. 工 do not deny that this 
incident cheered my soul. 

Shortly afterwards the first general reunion of our club was 
held at the Green Iap. These gatherings are regular hot- 
beds for the production of duels。 Here I 工 brought upon myself 
8 newW encounter with one Iischer, but learned at the same time 
that 工 bad been rejieved of two of my most formidable previous 
engagements of tbhe kind by thbe disappearance of my opponents， 
both of whom had escaped on account of debt and jeft no trace 
behind them。 TIhe only one of whom 工 could hear anything 
was the terrible Stelzer，surnamed Lope.。 This felow had 
taken advantage of the passing of Polish refugees，who had 
at that time already been driven over the frontier and were 
making their way through Germany to rance，to disguise 
himself as an il]-starred champion of freedom，and he subse- 
quently found his way to the 上 oreign Legion in Algeria. On 
the way home from the gatbhering，Degelow，whom 工 was to 
meet in 8& few weeks，proposed a“truce.” TIhis was a device 
Which，if it was accepted，8as it was 加 tbhlis cagse，enabled the 
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future combatants to entertain and talk to one another，which 
was otherwise most strictly forbidden.。 We wandered back 
to the town arm-in-arm; with chivalrous tenderness my in- 
teresting and formidable opponent declared that he was de- 
lighted at the prospeet of crossing swords with me in 8 few 
weeks time;j that he regarded ilt as an honour and a pleasure， 
8a8 he was fond of me and respected me for my valorous con- 
duct. Seldom has any personal success fattered me more. 
We embraced, and amid protestations which，owing to a certain 
dignity about them，acquired a significance 工 can never forget 
we parted.。 He informed me that he must first pay a visit to 
Jena，where he had an appointment to fght a duel， A week 
later the news of his death reached Leipzig; he had been mor- 
tally wounded in the duel at Jena.。 

I felt as 过 工 were living in a dream，out of which 工 was 
aroused by the announcement of my encounter with Tischer. 
TIhough he was a first-rate and vigorous fghter，he bad been 
chosen by our chlefs for my first passage of arms because he was 
fairly short， In spite of being unable to feel any great conf- 
dence in my hastily acquired and little practised skill in fencing， 
工 looked forward to this my first duel with a light heart. 人]- 
though it was against the rules， 工 never dreamed of telling 
the authorities that 工 was suffering from a slight rash which 
工 had caught at that time，and which 工 was informed made 
wounds so dangerous that if it were reported it would postpone 
the meeting，in spite of the fact that 工 was modest enough to 
be prepared for wounds。 工 was sent for at ten in the moring， 
and left home smiling to think what my mother and sisters 
would say if in a few hours 工 were brought back in the alarming 
state Ianticipated My chief, Herr v. Schonfeldq, was a pleasant， 
quiet sort of man，who lived on the marsh.。 When 工 reached 
his house，he leant out of the window with his pipe in his 
mouth，and greeted me with the words:“You can go home， 
my lad, it is all o 仓 ; Iischer is in hospital.” When 工 got up- 
stairs 工 found several “jleading men ”assemhbled，from whom 
工 learned that Tischer had got very drunk the night before， 
and had in consequence lalid himself open to tbhe most outrageous 
treatment by the inhabitante of a house of il-fame. 五 e was 
terribly hurt，and had been taken by the police ip the first 
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instance to the hospital， 工 bhis inevitably meant rustication， 
and，above all，expulsion from the academiece association to 
which he belonged. 

I cannot clearly recall the incidents that removed from Leip- 
zlg the few remaining fireeaters to whom 工 bad pledged myself 
since that fatal vacation-time;j 工 only know that this side of 
my fame as a student yieljded to another. We celebrated the 
freshmen'8 gathering,” to which all those who could manage 
it drove 8 four-in-hand in a long procession through the town. 
After the president of the club had profoundly moved me 
with his sudden and yet prolonged solemnity，I concelved the 
desire to be among the very last to return home from the out- 
ing. Accordingly 工 stayed away three days and three nights， 
and spent the time chiefy in gambling，a pastime which from 
the frst night of our festivity cast ite devilish snares around 
Ime。 Some half-dozen of the smartest club members chanced 
to be together at early dawn in the Jolly Peasant，and fortb- 
with formed the nucleus of a gambling club，which was rein- 
forced during the day by receruits coming back from the town. 
Members came to see whether we were still at it members 
also went away，but 工 with the original six held out for days 
8and nights without faltering. 

The desire that first prompted me to take part in the play 
Was the wish to win enough for my score (two thalers) : thigs 
I succeeded in doing，and thereupon 工 was inspired with the 
hope of being able to settle all the debts 工 had made at that 
time by my winnings at play。 Just as 工 had hoped to learn 
composition most quicekly by Logier's methodq，but had found 
myself hampered in my objeet for a long period by unexpected 
di 全 culties，so my plan for speedily improving my fnancial 
position was likewise doomed to disappointment. 工 o win 
was not such an easy matter，and for some three months 工 was 
such & victim to the rage for gambling thbat no other pas- 
sion W88 able to exerceise the 8slightest infuence over Zy 
mind. 

Neither the Feojtbodenm (where the studentes”fighte were 
practised)，mnor the beer-house，nor the actual scene of the 
fights，ever saw my face again.。 JIn my lamentabje position 
I racked my brains all day to devise ways and means of getting 
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the money wherewith to gamble at night In vain did my poor 
mother try everything in her power to induce me not to come 
home so late at night，although she had no idea of the real 
nature of my debauches: after 工 had left the house in the 
afternoon 工 never returned ftill dawn the Dext day，and 工 
reached my room (which was at some distance from the others) 
by climbing over the gate， for my mother had refused to give 
me 8 latch-key. 

JIn despair over my jl-luck，my passion for gambling grew 
into & veritable mania，and 工 no longer felt any inelination for 
those things which at one time had jured me to student jife. 
工 became absolutely indqifferent to the opinion of my former 
companions and avoided thbem entirely;j 工 now lost myself 
in the smajjer gambling dens of Leipzig，where onljy the very 
scUum of the students congregated. JInsensible to any feeling 
of self-respect，I bore even the contempt of my sister Rosalie ; 
both she and my mother harqly ever deigning to cast 8a glance 
at the young libertine whom they only saw at rare intervals， 
looking deadly pale and worn out: my ever-growing despair 
made me at last resort to foolhardiness as the only means of 
forcing hostile fate to my side， It suddenly struck me that 
only by dint of big stakes could 工 make big profte。 To this end 
I decided to make use of my mother'8 pension，of which 工 was 
trustee of a fairly large sum.。 That night 工 lost everything 
工 had with me except one thaler : the excitement with whbich 
II staked that last coin on 8a card wa88 8n experience hitherto 
quite strange to my young life。 As 工 bad had nothing to eat， 
工 was obliged repeatedly to leave the gambling table owing to 
siekness。 With this last thbaler 工 staked my life, for my return 
to Imy home wa&s，of course，out of he question.。 Already 工 
sawW myself in the grey dawn， 8 prodigal son， fieeing from al 
工 held dear，through forest and field towards the unknown。 
My mood of despair had gained so strong a hold upon me hbat 
when my card won， 工 immediately placed all the Ioney on 8 
fresh stake，and repeated this experiment until 工 bad won 
quite a considerable amount. rom that moment my luck 
grew continuously。 工 gained such confdence that 工 risked 
tbhe most hazardous stakes: for suddenly it dawned upon me 
thbat this was destined to be my last day with the cards。， My 
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good fortune now'` became so obvious that the bank thought 
it wise to close。 Not only had 工 won back all the money 工 had 
]ost，but 工 had won enough to pay off al my debts as well. 
My sensations during the whole of thls process were of the 
most sacred nature: 工 felt as if God and His angelsg were 
standing by my slide and were whispering words of warning 
and of consolation into my earg. 

Once more 工 climbed over tbhe gate of my home in the early 
hours of the morning, thls time to sleep peacefully and soundqly 
and to 8awake very late，strengthened and 88 though born 
again。 

No sense of shame deterred me from telling my mother，to 
whom 工 presented her money，the whole truth about this 
decisive night. 工 voluntarlly confessed my sin in having 
utilised her pension，sparing no detail. She folded her bands 
and thanked God for His merecy，and forthwith regarded me 
88 Saved，believing it impossible for me ever to commit such 8 
cTrlme 8galin。 

And，truth to tell，gambling had lost all fascination for me 
from that moment。 Ihe worljd, in which 工 bad moved like one 
denented，suddenjy seemed stripped of all interest or attrac- 
tion.。 My rage for gambling had already made me quite 
indifferent to the usual student's vanities，and when 工 was 
freed from this passion also， 工 suddenly found myself face to 
face with an entirely new World. 

To thigs world 工 belonged henceforth: it was the world of 
real and serious musical study， to which 工 now devoted myself 
heart and soul]. 

卫 ven during this wild period of my life, my musical develop- 
ment had not been entirely at &a standstill ; on the contrary， 
it daily became plainer that musie was the only direction 
towards which my mental tendencies hadqd aa marked bent. 
Only 工 had got quite out of the habit of musical study. 卫 ven 
nowW it seems incredlible that 工 managed to fnd time in those 
days to finish quite a substantial amount of composition。 工 
bave but the faintest recollection of an Overture in C major 
(% tme), and of a Sonata in B fat major arranged as a duet ; 
the ]atter pleased my sister Ottillje，who played it with me，so 
much that 工 arranged it for orchestra.。 But another work of 
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thlis period， an Overture in B fat major，left an indelible im- 
pression on my Imind on account of an incident connected with 
it Ihis composition，in fact，was the outcome of my study of 
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony in about the same degree 88 Zev- 
pald wd 4delaide was the result of my study of Shakespeare. 
工 bad made a special point of bringing out the mystic meaning 
in the orchestra，whbich I 工 divided into thbree distinetly different 
and opposite elementes。 工 wanted to make the cbaracteristic 
nature of these elements clear to the score reader the moment 
he looked at it by a striking display of eolour，and only the 
fact that 工 could not get any green ink made thisgs picturesque 
idea impossiblje。 工 employed black ink for the brass instru- 
ments alone，the strings Were to have red and the wind green 
ink。 Ihis extraordinary score 工 gave for perusal to 了 Heinrich 
Dorn，who was at that time musical director of the Leipzig 
theatre。 He was very young，and impressed me 8a8 being a 
very clever musician and a witty man of the world，whom the 
Leipzig publiec made much of . 

Nevertheless，I 工 bave never been able to understand how he 
coud have granted my request to produce this overture. 

Some time afterwards 工 was rather inclined to believe with 
others，who knew how much he enjoyed a good joke，that he 
intended to treat himself to a little fun。 At the time, however， 
he vowed tbat he tbhought the work interesting， and maintained 
that if it were Only brought out as 8 hitherto unknown work 
by Beethoven，the publie would recelive it with respect，tbough 
withbout understanding. 

It was the Christmas of the fateful year 1830; as usual， 
thbere would be no performance at thbe theatre on Christmas 
卫 ve，but instead 8 concert for the poor bad been organised， 
which received but scant Support 工 he first item on the pro- 
gramme wa88 called by the exciting title“New Overture : 一 
nothing more! 工 bad surreptitiously listened to the rehearsal 
with some mijisgiving。 工 was very much impressed by the cool- 
nes8 With which Dorn fenced with thbe apparent confusion 
which the members of the orchestra showed with regard to 
this mysterious composition。 工 he principal theme of the Al- 
legro was contained ip four bare;j after every fourth bar， 
however，&a fifth bar had been inserted，which had nothing to 
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do with the melody，and which was announced by a loud bang 
on the kettje-drum on the second beat. As this drum-beat 
stood out alone，the drummer，who continually thought he 
was making a Ilistake，got confused, and did not give the right 
sharpness to the accent as prescribed by thbe score. Listening 
from my hidden corner, and frightened at my original intentiom， 
this accidentally different rendering did not displease me。 To 
my genuine 8nnoyance，however，JDorn called the drammer 
to the front and insisted on his playing the accente with the 
prescribed sharpness。 When，after the rehearsal，I told the 
musical director of my misgivings about thie important fact， 
I ecould not get him to promilse a milder interpretation of the 
fatal drum-beat; he stuck to it thbat the thing would sound 
very well as it wa8s。 JIn spite of thisg assurance my restlessness 
grew，8and 工 had not the courage to introduce myself to my 
friends in advance as the author of the “ New Overture.， 

My sister Ottilie，who had already been forced to gurvive 
the secret readings of Zevbald zx7C 4deratzde，was the only 
person willing to come with me to hear Imy work. It was 
Christmas 卫 ve，and there was to be the usual Christmas tree， 
presente，etc.，8at my brother-in-law'8s，riedrich Brockhavs， 
and both of us naturally wanted to be there， My sister，in 
particular，who lived there，had 8a good deal to do with the 
arrangements，and could only get away for a short while，and 
that with great di 伍 culty; our amiable relation accordingly 
had the carriage ready for her so that she might get back more 
qulckly.， 工 made use of 包 is opportunity to inaugurate，838 jt 
were，Iy7 entrle into tbhe musical worljd in a festive manner. 
The carriage drew up in front of the theatre， Ottilie went into 
Iy brother-in-law's box，which forced me to try and fnd a 
seat in the pit。 工 had forgotten to buy 8 ticket，and 到 88 Te- 
fused admission by the man at tbhe door.， Suddenly the tuning 
Up of the orchestra grew louder and louder，and 工 thought 工 
should have to miss the beginning of my work。 JIn my anxiety 
IT revealed myself to the man at the door as the composer of 
the “New Overture”and in thig way succeeded ip passing 
without 8 ticket。 工 pushed my way through to one of the first 
rows of the pit，and sat down in terrible anxiety. 


The Overture began : after the theme of the“black ”brass 
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instruments had made itself heard with great emphasis，the 
“red” Allegro theme started，in which，as 工 have already 
mentioned，every ffth bar was interrupted by the drum-beat 
from the “black ”world. What kind of effect the “green， 
theme of the wind instruments，which joined in afterwards， 
produced upon the listeners，and what they must have thought 
when “black” ' red”and “green themes became intermingjed， 
has always remained a mystery to me, for the fatal drum-beat， 
brutally hammered out，entirely deprived me of my senses， 
especially as thl8 prolonged and continually recurring effect 
DowW began to rouse, not only the attention，but the merriment 
of thbe audience。， 工 beard my nelghbours calculating the return 
of this effect; knowing the absolute correctness of their 
calculation， 工 suftered ten thousand torments，8nd became 
almost Unconsclous.。 At last 工 awoke from my nightmare 
when the Overture，to which 工 had disdained to give what 
工 considered 8a trite ending，came to 8 standastill most 
Unexpectedly. 

No phantoms like those ip Hoffmann's Tares could have 
succeeded in producing the extraordinary state in which I came 
to Imy senses on noticing the astonishment of the audience at 
the end of the performance， 工 heard no exclamations of dis- 
approval，no hissing，no remarks，not even laughter; al 工 saw 
WwW88 intense astonishment at such 8a strange occurrence，Which 
impressed them， ss it did me，like a horrible nightmare， The 
worst moment，however，came when 工 had to leave the pit 
and take my 8sister home。 To get up and pass through the 
people in the pit was horriblje indeed. Nothing，however， 
equaljed the pain of coming face to face with the man at the 
door; the strange look he gave me haunted me ever after- 
wards，8nd for & considerable time I 工 avoided the pit of the 
Lelipzig theatre. 

My next step was to find my sister，who had gone through 
the whole sad experience with infnite pity; ip silence we 
drove home to be present at a brilliant family festivity，which 
contrasted with grim irony with the gloom of my bewilderment. 

Jn spite of 过 al 工 tried to believe in myself，and thought 工 
conld fnd comfort in my overture to the Braut 707 Messtzi0， 
Which 工 believed to be a better work than the fatal one 工 had 
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just heard， A reinstatement，however，was out of the question,， 
for the directors of the Leipzig theatre regarded me for a long 
世 me 38 8 very doubtful person，in spite of Dorn's friendship. 
It is true that 工 stil tried my hand at sketehing out composi- 
tions to Goethe's avst，some of which have been preserved 
to this day: but soon my wild student's life resumed its sway 
and drowned the last remnant of serious musical study in me. 

工 now began to imagine that because 工 bad become a student 
工 ought to attend the University lectures。 下 rom Traugott 
了 rug，whbho was well known to me on account of his having 
sUppressed the student's revolt， 工 tried to learn the first prin- 
ciples of philosopbhy; a single lesson su 值 ced to make me give 
thblis up 工 wo or thbree times，however， 工 attended the lectures 
on 82estheticg given by one of the younger professors，a Ian 
called Weiss。 Ihis perseverance Was due to the interest which 
Welss immediately aroused in me When 工 made his acquaint- 
ance at my Uncle Adoljph's house，Weiss had just translated the 
metaphysics of Aristotje，and, if 工 am not mistaken，dedicated 
them in &a controversial spirit to Hegel. 

On this occasion 工 bad listened to the conversation of these 
two men on philosophy and philosophers，which made a tre- 
Imendous impression on me。 工 remember that Weiss was 8n 
absent-minded man，with a hasty and abrupt manner of speak- 
ing; he had an interesting and pensive expression Which 
Impressed me immensely. 工 recollect how，on being accused 
of a want of clearness iD his writing and style，he justified 
himself by saying that the deep problems of the human mind 
couUld not in any case be solved by the mob。 This maxim， 
which struck me 88 being very plausiblje，I at once accepted 
88 the principle for all my future writing 工 remember that 
my eldest brother Albert,， to wbhom Ionce had to write for my 
mother，grewW so disgusted with my letter and style that he 
8aid he thought 工 must be going mad. 

JIn spite of my hopes that Weisss lectures would do me much 
good， 工 was not capable of continuing to attend them，as my 
desires in hbose days drove me to anything but the study of 
2esthetics。 和 Nevertheless，my mother's anxiety at this time 
on my behalf made me try to take up music again。 As Miiller， 
the teacher under whom 工 had studied till that time，hadqd not 
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bcen able to inspire me with a permanent love of study，it 
w88 DecesS8TyY to discover whether another teacher milght not 
be better able to induce me to do serious workK. 

Theodor Weinlich，who was choirmaster and musical director 
at St。Ihomas"s Church，held at that time this important and 
ancient post Which was afterwards oceupied by Schicht，and 
before him by no less a person than Sebastian Bach。 By 
education he belonged to the old Italian school of music，and 
had studied in Bologna under Pater Martini。 He had made 
8 Dame for himself in this art by his vocal compositions，in 
which his fine manner of treating the parts was much praised. 
He himself told me one day that a Leipzig publisher had offered 
him a very substantial fee if he would write for his frm another 
book of vocal exercises similar to the one which had proved 
80 profitable to his first publisher. Weinlich told him that he 
had not got any exercises of the kind ready at the moment， 
but offered him instead a new Mass，which the publisher re- 
fused with the words: “Let him who got the meat gnaw the 
bones.” The modesty with which Weinlich told me this jlittle 
story showed how excellent a man he was。 As he was in 8a very 
bad and weak state of health when my mother introduced me 
to him，he at first refused to take me as a pupil， But，after 
having resisted all persuasions，he at last took pity on my 
musical education，which，as he soon discovered from 8 fugue 
which 工 bad brought with me，was exceedingly faulty. He 
accordingly promised to teach me，on condition that 工 should 
give up al attempts at composing for sIX months，and follow 
his instructions implicitly。 TIo the first part of my Promise 
I remained faithful]，thanks to the vast vortex of dissipation 
into which my life as a student had drawn me. 

When，however， 工 had to occupy myself for any length of 
time with nothing but four-part harmony exercises in strictly 
rigorous style，it was not only the student in me，but also 
the composer of so many overtures and sonatas，thbat w88s thor- 
oughly disgusted，。 Weinlicoh，too，had his grievances against 
me，and decided to give me Up，. 

During this period I came to the crisis of my life, which led 
to the catastrophe of bat terrible evening at the gambjling den。 
But an even greater blow than this fearful exzperience awaited 
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me When Weinlich decided not to have anything more to do 
with me。 Deeply humiliated and miserable， 工 besought the 
gentle old man，whom 工 ljoved dearly，to forgive me，and 工 
promilsed him from tbhat moment to work with unfagging 
energy. One moring at seven oclock Weinlich sent for me 
to begin the rough sketch for a fugue; he devoted the whole 
morning to me， following my Work bar by bar with the greatest 
attention，and giving me his valuable advice。 At twelve orclock 
he dismissed me with the instruction to perfect and finish the 
sketch by flling in the remaining parts at home. 

When 工 brought him the fugue finished，he handed me his 
own treatment of the same theme for comparigson。 This com- 
mon task of fugue writing established between me and my 
good-natured teacher the tenderest of ties，{for，from that mo- 
ment，WwWe both enjoyed the jlessons。 工 was 8astonished how 
quickly the time few In eight weeks 工 had not only gone 
through a number of the most intricate fugues，but had also 
waded through all kinds of diffcult evolutions in counterpoint， 
when one day，on bringing him an extremely elaborate double 
fugue，he took my breath away by telling me thbat after this 
there was nothing left for him to teach me. 

As 工 was not aware of any great effort on my part，I 工 often 
wondered whether 工 had really beocome a wel-equipped mnusi- 
cian。 Weinjlich bimself did not seem to attach much impor- 
tance to what he had taught me: he said, “了 Probably you 
will never write fugues or canon8; but what you have mas- 
tered 18 Independence: you can now stand alone and rely 
upon having 8a fne technique at your fingers” ends 这 you 
should want it.; 

The principal result of his infuence over me WwW88 certain]ly 
the growing love of cjearness and fueney to which he had 
trained me。 工 had already had to write the above-mentioned 
fugue for ordinary voices;j my feeling for the melodious and 
yocal had in this way been awakened. JIn order to keep me 
strictly under bis calming and friendly infuence，he had at the 
88me time given me 8 80nata to write which，8a8s a proof of my 
friendship for bim, 工 had to build up on strictly harmonic and 
thematic lines，for which he recommended me 8a very early 
and childlike sonata by Eleyel as a model. 
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IThose who had only recently hearq my Orverture must， 
indeed，have wondered how 工 eyer wrote this sonata，whieh 
has been published through the indiscretion of Messrs。 了 Breit- 
kopf and 瑟 irtel (to reward me for my abstemiousness Weinlich 
induced them to publish this poor composition)。 下 rom that 
moment he gave me 8a free hand。 TIo begin with 工 wasg allowed 
to compose 8 上 antasla for the pianoforte (in sharp minor) 
which I 工 wrote in a quite informal style by treating the melody 
in recitative form; this gave me intense satisfaction because 
it won me praise from Weinlich. 

Soon afterwards 工 wrote thbree overtures which al met with 
his entire approval。 JIn the following winter (1831-1832) 工 
8ucceeded in getting the first of them， in D minor，performed 
at one of he Gewandhaus concerts. 

At that time & very simple and homely tone reigned supreme 
in this institution。 The instrumental works were not conducted 
by what we call“a conductor of the orchestra,”but were Simply 
played to the audience by the /eader of the orchestra。 As 
800n 88 the singing began，Pohjenz took his place at the con- 
ductor's desk;j he belonged to the type of fat and pleasant 
musical directors，and was 8 great favourite with the Leipzig 
public。 He used to come on the platform with a very impor- 
tant-looking blue baton ip his hand. 

One of the strangest events which occurred at that time wa8s 
the yearly production of the Ninth Symphony of Beethoven ; 
after he first three movemente bad been played straight 
through 1like a Haydn symphony，as well as the orchestra could 
manage it，Pohljenz，instead of having to conduet a vocal quar- 
tette，a cntata，or an Ttalian aria，took his Place at the desk 
to undertake this highly compjlicated instrumental work，with 
ite particularly enigmatical and incoherent opening，one of 
the most dij 值 cult tasks that could possibly be found for a 
musical conductor。 工 shall nevez forget the impression pro- 
duced upon me at the first rehearsal by the anxiously and 
carefully played 34 time, and the way in which the wild shrieks 
of the trumpet (with whiech this movement begins) resulted 了 
the most extraordinary confusion of sound. 

He had evidently chosen this tempo in order，in some Way， 
to manage thbhe recitative of the double basses; but 让 was 
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utterly hopelessg。 Pohlenz was in a bath of perspiration，the 
recjtative did not come o 仔 ，and 工 really began to think that 
Beethoven must have written nonsensej the double bass Player， 
Temmjler，a faithful veteran of the orchestra，prevalled upon 
Pohlenz at last，in rather coarse and energetic language，t 
put down the baton，and in thlig way the recitative really pro- 
ceeded properly. All the same, 工 felt at this time that 工 had 
come to the humble conclusion, in a way 工 can hardly explain， 
that this extraordinary work wa8 still beyond my comprehen- 
sion。 or a long time 工 gave up brooding over thisg composi- 
tion， and 工 turned my thboughts with simple longing towards & 
clearer and calmer muslcal form. 

My study of counterpoint had taught me to appreciate，aborve 
all，Mozart's light and fowing treatment of the most di 伍 cujt 
technical problems，and the last movement of his great Sym- 
phony in C major in particular served me 388 example for 
my own work.。 My D minor Overture，which clearly showed 
the infuence of Beethoven's Corto1arxLs Overture，had been 
favourabjy received by the publie;i my mother began to have 
faith in me again，and 工 started at once on 8 soecond overture 
(in CO major), whiceh realy ended with a “下 ugato "that did more 
credit to my new model than 工 had ever hoped to accomplish. 

Thisg overture，also，was 8oon afterwardqds performed at & 
recital given by the favourite singer，Mjle， 了 Palazzesi (of the 
Dresden Italian Opera)。 Before this 工 had already introduced 
it at a concert given by a private musical society called“ 玉 u- 
terpe，when 工 had conducted it myself. 

I remember the strange impression 工 received from a remark 
that my mother made on that occasion; 88 8& matter of fact 
thija work，which was written in & counterpoint style，without 
any real passion or emotion，had produced a strange effect 
upon her. She gave vent to her astonishment by warmly 
praising the 五 gmnozat Overture，which was played at the same 
concert，maintaining that“thie kind of music was after al 
more fascinating than any stupid fugue. 

At this time Ialso wrote (as my third opus) an overture to 
Raupach's drama， 巨 0749 五 n2z0，in Which again Beethoven?”s 
influence Iade itself eyen more strongly felt My sister 
Rosalie succeeded in getting it performed at the theatre before 
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the play; for the sake of prudence they did not announce 让 
on hbe programme the first time. Dorn conducted it，and 
88 the performance went of al right，and the publie showed 
no dissatisfaction，my overture was played with my full name 
on thbe programme several times during the run of the above- 
Imentioned drama。 

After this I tried my hand at a big Symphony (in C major) ; 
in thisg work I showed what 工 had leammt by using the infuence 
of my study of Beethoven and Mozart towards the achieve- 
ment of 8 really pleasant and intelligibje work，in which the 
fugue was again present at the end，while the themes of the 
Varlious Inovementes Were 80 constructed that they could be 
played consecutively. 

Nevertheless，the passionate and bold element of the Szm- 
jonza 玫 rotca was distinetly discernible，especially in the frast 
Imovement. 工 be slow movement，on the contrary，contained 
reminiscences of my former musical mysticism。 A kind of 
repeated interrogative exclamation of the minor third merg- 
ing into the ffth connected in my mind thlg work (which 工 
bad finished with the utmost effort at clearness) with my very 
earliest perlod of boyish sentimentality. 

When, in the following year, II called on Kxriedrich 了 Rochlitz， 
at that tme the “Nestor ” of the musical ssthetes in Leipzig， 
and president of the Gewandhaus， 工 prevailed upon him to 
promise me 8 performance of my work. As he had been given 
Iny 8core for perusal before seeing me, he was quite astonished 
to fnd that 工 was 8 very young man，for the character of my 
Imusie had prepared him to see a much older and more experi- 
enced musician。 了 Before this performance took Place many 
things happened which 工 must first mention，8a8 they were of 
great importance to my jlife. 

My short and stormy career as 8 gtudent had drowned in 
me not only all longing for further development，but also al 
interest in intellectual and spiritual pursuits。 Although，8as 
工 have pointed out 工 had never alienated myself entirely from 
muslic，Imy revived interest in pojlitics aroused my first real 
disgust for my senseless student's life，which soon left mo 
deeper traces on Iy mind than the remembrance of a terrible 
nightmare. 
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The Polish War of Independence against Russian supremacy 
flled me with growing enthusiasm。 The victories which the 
Poles obtained for a short period during May, 1831,， aroused my 
enthusiastie admiration : it seemed to me 8&s though the world 
had，by some miracle，been created anew. As a contrast to 
this，the news of the battle of Ostrolenka made it appearz 88 
the end of the world had come,， To my astonigshment，my 
boon companions scoffed at me when 工 commented upon some 
of these events;j the terrible lack of all fellow-feeling and 
comradeship amongst the students struck me very forcibly. 
Any kind of enthusiasm had to be smothered or turned into 
pedantic bravado，which showed itself in the form of affecta- 
tion and indifference。 TIo get drunk with deliberate cold- 
bloodedqness，without even a glimpse of humour，was reckoned 
ahmoast as brave 8 feat as duelling. Not until much later did 
工 understand the far nobler spirit which animated the lower 
classes in Germany in comparison with the sadly degenerate 
state of the University students。 Jmn those days 工 felt terribly 
indignant at the insulting remarks which 工 brought upon myself 
when 工 deplored the battle of Oastrolenka. 

To my honour be it said, hbat these and simijlar impressions 
heljped to make me 如 ve up my low associates。 During my 
studies with Weinlich tbhe only little dissipation 工 allowed myself 
was Imy daily evening visit to 及 intschy, the confectioner in the 
玉 ]lostergasse，where 工 passlionately devoured the latest news- 
papers。 Here II found many men who held the same political 
Views 88 Imyseljf，and 工 specially loved to listen to the eager 
political discussions of some of the old men who frequented the 
place. Ihe jliterary journals，too，began to interest me; 工 
read a great deal，but was not very particular inp my choice. 
- Nevertheless， 工 now began to appreciate intelligence and wit， 
Whereasg before only the grotesque and the fantastie had had 
any attraction for me. 

My interest in the issue of thbe Polish war, however, remained 
paramount， 工 felt the siege and capture of Warsaw as 8 
personal calamity. My excitement when the remains of the 
了 Polish army began to pass through Leipzig on their way t 
rance was indesceribable，and Ishall never forget the impres- 
sion produced upon me by the first batch of thbese Unfortunate 
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soldiers on the occasion of their being quartered at the Green 
Shield，a public-house in the Meat Market. Much as 了 bis 
depressed me,， 工 was soon roused to a high piteh of enthusiasm， 
for in the lounge of the Leipzig Gewandhaus，where that night 
Beethoven's C minor Symphony was being played，a group 
of heroic figures, the princeipal leaders of the Polish revolution,， 
excited my admiration。 工 felt more particularly attracted by 
Count Vincenz ITyszki6witecz，a man of exceptionally powerful 
physique and noble appearance，who impressedq me by his 
dignified and aristocratic manner and his quiet self-reliance 一 
quajities with which 工 had not met before.。 When 工 saw a 
man of such kingly bearing in a tight-ftting coat and red 
velvet cap， 工 at once realised my foolishness in ever having 
worshipped the ludicrously dressed up little heroes of our 
students world， 工 was delighted to meet this gentleman again 
at the house of my brother-in-law，KFriedrich Brockhaus，where 
工 saw him frequently. 

My brother-in-law had the greatest pity and sympathy for 
thbe Polish rebels，and was the president of a committee whose 
task it was to look after their interests, and for a long time he 
made many personal sacrifices for their cause. 

The Brocekhaus establishment now became tremendously at- 
tractive to me。 Around Count Vincenz ITyszki6witez，who re- 
mained the lodestar of this small Polish world，gathered a 
great many other wealthy exiles，amongst whom 工 chiefy re- 
member 8& cavalry captain of the name of Bansemer，8a man 
of unlimited kindness，but of a rather frivolous nature; he 
possesgsed a marvellous team of four horses which he drove at 
such breakneck speed as to cause great annoyance to the peopjle 
of Leipzig. Another man of imnportance with whom 工 remem- 
ber dining was General Bem，whose artillery had made such 
a gallant stand at Ostrolenka. . 

Many other exiles passed through this hospitable house， 
some of whom impressed us by their melancholy，warlike bear- 
ing，others by their refined behaviour. Vincenz Tyszki6witcz， 
however，remained my ldeal of a true man，and 工 loved him 
with 8& profound adoration。 He，too，began to be interested 
in me;j 工 used to cal upon him nearly every day，and was 
soOmetimes present at a sort of martial feast，from which he 
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often withdrew in order to be able to opena his heart to me 
about the anxieties which oppressed him. He had，in fact， 
recelved absolutely no news of tbhe whereabouts of his wife 
and little son since they separated at Volhynien. Besides this， 
he was Under the shadow of a great sorrow which drew 8] 
sympathetic natures to him。 To my sister Louise he had con- 
fded the terrible calamity tbhat had once befallen him。 了 He 
had been married before，and while staying with hisg wife in 
One of his lonely castles，in thbhe dead of night he had seen 8&a 
ghostly apparition at the window of his bedroom。 Hearing his 
name called several times， he had taken up &a revolver to protect 
himself from possible danger，and had shot his own wife，whbo 
had bad the eccentrie idea of teasing him by pretending to be a 
ghost。 工 bad the pleasure of sharing his joy on bearing that 
his family was safe。， 了 is wife joined bim in Leipzig with their 
beautiful boy，Janusz。 工 felt sorry not to be able to feel the 
same 8yImpathy for this lady as 工 did for her husband;j perhaps 
one of thbe reasong of my antipathy was the obvious and con- 
spicuous way in which she made herself up，by means of which 
the poor woman probably tried to hide how much her beauty 
had suffered through the terrible strain of tbhe past events. 
She soon went back to Gajicia to try and save what she could 
of their property，and also to provide her husband with a pass 
from the Austrian Government，by means of which he could 
follow her. 

TIbhen came the third of May. 了 Eighteen of the Poles who 
were still in Leipzig met together at a feative dinner in a hotel 
outside the town; on thls qay was to be celebrated the first 
anniversary of the third of May, so dear to the memory of the 
Poles. Only the chiefs of the Leipzig Polish Committee re- 
celved invitations，and 88 8 8peclal favour 工 alsgo was 8asked. 
Ishall never forget that occasion。 Ihe dinner became an orgy ; 
throughout tbhe evening a brass band from tbhe town played 
Polish folksongs，and these were sung by the whole company， 
led by a Lithuanian called Zan，in & manner now triumphant 
and now mournful， The beautiful “ Ihird of May ” song more 
particularly drew forth a positive Uproar of enthusiasm。 Tears 
and shouts of joy grew into a terrible tumult; the excited 
men grouped themselves on the grass 8Wearing eternal friend- 
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ship im the most extravagant terms，for which the word 
“Oiczigsna ” (上 atherland) provided the princelipal theme, until at 
last night threw her veil over thig wild debauch. 

That evening afterwards served me 88 the theme for an 
orchestral composition (in the form of an overture) named 
Poronty 工 shall recount the fate of thlis work later on。 My 
friend ITyszki6witez?s passport now arrived，and he made up 
his mind to go back to Galicia va Briinn，although his friends 
considered it was very rash of him to do so 工 very much 
wanted to see something of the world，and 工 yszki6witez"s offer 
to _ take me with him，induced my Imother to consent to my 
going to Vienna，8 place thbat 工 bad long wished to visit. 
I took with me the scores of my three overtures which had 
already been performed，and also that of my great symphony 
88 yet Unproduced，and had a grand time with my Polish 
patron，who took me in his luxurious travelling-coach as far 
as8 the capital of Moravia. During a short stop at Dresden 
the exiles of all classes gave ouUT beloved Count a friendly 
farewell qinner in Pirna, at which the champagne fowed freely， 
while the health was drunk of the future Dictator of Poland. 

At last we separated at Briinn, from which place 工 continued 
my journey to Vienna by coach. During the afternoon and 
night， which II was obliged to spend in Briinn by myself, 工 went 
through terriblje agonies from fear of the cholera which，as 工 
Unexpectedly heardq,， had broken out in this place。 TIhere 工 was 
all alone in 8 strange place，my faithful friend just departed， 
and on hearing of the epidemie II felt as if a malicious demon 
had caught me in his snare in order to annihilate me， 工 did 
not betray my terror to the people in the hotelj，but when 工 
was Shown into & very lonely wing of the house and left by 
myself in this wilderness，I hid myself in bed with my clothes 
on，and lived once again through all the horrors of ghost 
stories as 工 had done in my boyhood.。 The echolera stood before 
me like a living thing; 工 couljd see and touch it; it lay in my 
bed and embraced me My limbs turned to ice， 工 felt frozen 
to the very marrow. Whether 工 was awake or 8sleep 工 never 
knew; 工 only remember how astonished 工 was when，on 
awakening， 工 felt thoroughly well and healthy. 

At last 工 arrived in Vienna，where 工 escaped the epidemic 
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which had penetrated as far as that tovm， 工 was midsummer 
of the year 1832。 Owing to the introductions 工 had with me， 
I found myself very much at home in thils lively city,， in which 
工 made a pleasant stay of six weeks。、 As my 80J]ourn，however， 
had no really practical purpose，my mother looked upon the 
cost of thig holiday，short as it seemed，88 an UnnecesS8Ty 
extravagance on Imy part， 工 visited the theatres，heard Strauss， 
made excurslions，8nd altogether had a very good time。 工 am 
afraid 工 contracted a few debts as well，which 工 paid of later 
on wben 工 was conductor of the Dresden orchestra.。 工 had 
recelved very pleasant impressions of musical and theatrical 
life，and for a long time Vienna lived in my memory 88 the 
acme of that extraordinarily produetive spirit peculiar to lts 
people。 工 enjoyed most of all tbhe performances at the 了 Reater 
0 der 俘 ?e? at whbich they were acting a grotesque fairy play 
called Zite 4bpentexer 下 ortfau0t 8 2 了 丽 asser WCG 2 了 az，in， 
which a cab was called on the shores of the Black Sea and which 
made 8a tremendous impression on me About the music 工 was 
more doubtftul。， A young friend of mine took me with immense 
pride to a performance of Gluck's 7pjpazgenaa 2 Tau72s，which 
Was made doubly attractive by 8 frst-rate cast including 
Wild, Staudigl and Binder: 工 must confess that on the whole 
工 was bored by this work, but 工 did not dare 8ay 80。 My ideas 
of Gluck had attained gigantie proportions from my reading of 
Hoftmann's well-known Phantaszes; my anticipation of tbhis work 
therefore，which 工 bad not studied yet，had led me to expect a 
treatment fo]l of overpowering dramatie force。 It ia possibje 
that Sehr5der-Devrient's acting in Fade1o had taught me to 
judge everything by her exalted standard. 

With the greatest trouble 工 worked myself up to some kind 
of enthusiasm for the great scene between Orestes and the 
uries。 工 hoped against hope that 工 shouldq be able to admire 
the remainder of the opera.。 工 began to understand the 
Viennese taste，however，when 工 saw how great & favourite 
the opera Ga became with the public，both at the 
及 armthner IThor and at the Josephstadt Both theatres com- 
peted vigorously in the production of this popuar work，and 
although the publie had seemed mad about 7pjazgent0，nothing 
equalled their enthusiasm for Gommntpa.。 No sooner had they 
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left the Josephstadt 工 heatre in the greatest ecstasiegs abonunt 
Zamm2Z4 than they proceeded to the public-house called the 
Strausslein，。 Here they were immediately greeted by the 
strains of selections from Gamujpag which drove the audience to 
feverish excitement。 工 shall never forget the extraordinary 
playing of Johann Strauss，who put equal enthusiasm into 
eyerything he played,， and very often made the audience almost 
frantie with delight. 

At the beginning of a new waltz thisg demon of the Viennese 
musical spirit shook like a Pythian priestess on the tripod， 
and veritable groans of ecstasy (which，without doubt，were 
more due to his musie thban to the drinks in which the audience 
had indulged) raised their worship for the mapgic violinist to 
almost bewildering heights of frenzy. 

The hot summer air of Vienna was absolutely impregnated 
with GamDL and Strauss。 A very poor students” rehearsal 
at the Conservatolire，8at which they performned a Mass by 
Cherubini，seemed to me like an alms paid begrudgingly to 
the study of classical music， At the same rehearsal one of 
the professors，to whom 工 was introduced，tried to make the 
students play my Overture in D minor (the one already per- 
formed in Leipzig)， 工 do not know what his opinion was，nor 
that of the students，with regard to this attempt; 工 only know 
they soon gave it up 

On the whojle 工 had wandered into doubtful musical bypaths ; 
and I now withdrew from this frst educational visit to 8 great 
了 uropean art centre in order to start on & cheap，but long 
and monotonous return journey to Bohemia，by stage-coach. 
My next move wa8s 8 visit to the house of Count Pachta，of 
whom 工 had pleasant recollections from my boyhood days. 
了 is estate，Pravonin，was about eight miles from Prague。 Re- 
ceived in the kindest possible way by the old gentieman and 
his beautiful daughtere，I enjoyed his delightful hospitality 
until late into the autumn。 A youth of nineteen，8as 工 tbhen was， 
with a fast-growing beard (for which my sisters had already 
prepared the young ladies by jletter)，thbe continual and close 
intimacy with such kind and pretty girls could hardqly fail to 
make &a strong impression on my imagination。 Jenny，the 
elder of the two，was 8lim，with black hairz，blue eyes，and 
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wonderfujly nobjle features;j the younger one，Auguste，was 8 
little smaller，8and stouter，with a magnifcent complexion， 
faiz hair，and brown eyes。 The natural and sisterly manner 
with which both girls treated me and conversed with me did 
not blind me to the fact that 工 was expected to fall in love 
with one or the other of them。 It amused them to see how 
embarrassed 工 got in my efforts to choose between them，and 
consequently they teased me tremendously. 

Unfortunately，I did not act judiciously with regard to the 
daughters of my host: in spite of their homely education， 
they belonged to a very aristocratic house，and consequently 
hesitated between the hope of marrying men of eminent 
position in their own sphere，8&8nd the necessity of choosing 
husbands amongst the higher middle classes，who could afford 
to keep them in comfort， The shockingly poor，almost 
medisval]，education of the Austrian so-called cavalierz，made 
me Tather despise the latter; the girls，too，had suffered from 
the same lack of proper training. 工 soon noticed with disgust 
how little they knew about things artistic，and how much value 
they attached to superficial things. 了 However much 工 might 
try to interest them in those higher pursults which had become 
necessSary to Ime，they were incapable of appreciating them。 
工 advocated a complete change from the badq jlibrary novels， 
which represented their only reading, from the Italian operatic 
arias， sung by Auguste, and， last but not least，from the horsy， 
inslpld cavajieres，who paid their court to both Jenny and her 
8ister ln the iost coarse 8&nd offensive Imanner。 My zeal 
in tbhls jlatter respect 8oon gave Trise to great Unpleasantness. 
工 _ became hard and insulting，harangued them about the 
rench Revolution，and begged them with fatherly admoni- 
tions“ for the love of heaven ” to be content with well-educated 
middlje-class men，and give up those impertinent sultors who 
could only harm their reputation。 TIhe indignation provoked 
by my friendly advice 工 often had to ward o 企 with the harshest 
retortes。 工 never apologised, but tried by dint of real or feigned 
jealousy to get our friendship back on the old footing. In 
-this way，undecided，half in love and half angry，one cold 
November day 工 said good-bye to these pretty children。 工 
800on Imet the whole family again at Prague，where 工 made 
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8 long sojourn， without，however，staying at the Count's 
resldence. 

My stay at Prague was to be of great musical importance to 
me。 工 knew the director of the Conservatoire，Dionys Weber， 
who promised to bring my symphony before the publie; 工 also 
spent much of my time withb an actor called Moritz，to whom， 
88 an old friend of our family，I 工 had been recommended，and 
there 工 made the acquaintance of tbhe young musician 玉 ittl. 

Moritz，who noticed that not 8a day passed but what 工 went 
to the much-feared chief of the Conservatoire Upon some 
pressing musical business，once despatehed me with an impro- 
Vised parody on Sochiller's Buyrgschpaft.: 一 
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Truly 工 had to deal with a kind of ' Dionysius the Tyrant. 
A man who did not acknowledge Beetbhoven's genius beyond 
his Second Symphony，a man who looked upon tbe 丈 roxca as 
the acme of bad taste on the master's part; who praised Mozart 
alone，and next to him tojerated only Lindpaintner: such a 
man Was not easy to approach，and I had to learn the art of 
making Use of tyrante for ones own ,purposes。 工 dissimu- 
lated; 工 pretended to be struck by tbhe novelty of his ideas， 
never contradicted him，and，to point out the similarity of 
our standpointe， 工 referred him to the end fugue in my Over- 
tnre and in my Symphony (both in CO major)，whbich 工 had onjy 
succeeded in making what they were through having studied 
Mozart My reward soon followed: Dionys set to work to 
study my orehestral creations with almost youthful energy. 

2 To Dionys, the Director，crept 
Wagner, the score in his pocket; 
The students arrested him forthwith : 
“What do'st thou with that musgic, say?， 
Thus asked him the angry tyrant: 


“To free the town from taste too vile! 
For this thbe critics wiil make thee suffer.' 
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The studentg of the Conservatoire were compelled to practise 
with the greatest exactitude my new symphony under bis 
dry and terribly noisy baton。 In the presence of several of 
Imy friends， amongst wbhom was also the dear old Count 
Pachta in his capacity of President of the Conservatolre 
Committee，we actually held a first performance of the greatest 
work that 工 had written up to that date. 

During thbese musical successes 工 went on with my love- 
making in the attractive house of Count 了 Pachta，under the 
most curious cirecumstances。A_ confectioner of the name of 
也 aschba was my rival，。He wa8 8a tall，lanky young man who， 
like most Bohemians，had taken up musie as aa hobby; be 
Played the accompaniments to Auguste's songs，and naturally 
fell in love with her. Like myself，he hated the frequent 
visits of the cavaliers，which seemed to be quite the custom in 
this city;j but while my displeasure expressed itself in humour， 
his showed itseljf in gloomy melancholy. This mood made 
him behave boorishly in publie: for instance, one evening，when 
the chandejier was to be lighted for the reception of one of 
these gentljemen，he ran his head purposely against this orna- 
ment and broke it。 The festive illumination was thus rendered 
impossible; the Countess was furious，and 互 ascha had to 
leave the house never to return， 

工 well remember that the first time 工 was conscious of any 
feelings of love, these manifested themselves as pangs of jealousy， 
whbich bad, however, nothing to do with real love : this happened 
one evening when 工 called at the house. TIhe Countess kept 
me by her slide in an ante-room，while the girls，beautifu]jly 
dressed and gay，firted ip the reception-room with bose 
hateful young noblemen。 All 工 had ever read in Hofmann's 
了 ales of certain demoniacal intrigues，which until that moment 
had been obscure to Ime，now became really tanglible facts， 
and 工 left Prague with an obviously unjust and exagger- 
ated opinion of those things and those people，through whom 
I 工 had suddenly been dragged into an Unknown world of 
elementary passlons。 

On the other hand 工 had gained by my stay at Pravonin : 
工 had written poetry 88 well as iusical compositions。 My 
musical work Was 8 setting of Gockentone，8 poem by the 
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friend of my youth，Theodor Apel]， 工 had already written an 
aria for soprano which hadqd been performed the winter before 
at one of the theatre concerts。 But my new work was decidedly 
the first vocal piece 工 bad written with real inspiration ; gener- 
ally speaking， 工 suppose jit owed its characteristics to the 
infuence of Beetpoven's Zaeder1zrexs: 8 the same, the impres- 
sion that it has left on my mind is that lt was absolutely part 
of myself，and pervaded by a delicate sentimentality which was 
brought into relief by the dreaminess of the accompaniment. 
My poetical efforts lay in the direction of a sketeh of a tragi- 
operatic subject which 工 fnished in its entirety in Prague Under 
the title of Dre ochzext (The Wedding ')。 工 wrote it with- 
out anybody's knowledge，and this was no e&sy matter，seeing 
that II could not write in my chilly little hotel-room，and had 
therefore to go to the house of Moritz，where 工 generally spent 
Imy morings。、 工 remember how 工 used qulckly to hide my 
manuscript bebhind the sofa 8s 80on 88 工 beard my host'8 
footsteps。. 

An extraordinary epiaode was connected with the plot of 
this work。 

Already years ago 工 had come across 8a tragic story，whilst 
perusing Biisching”s book on chivalry, the like of which I have 
never 8ince read， A lady of noble birth had been assaulted one 
night by a man who secretly cherished a passionate love for her， 
and in the struggle to defend her honour superhuman strength 
wa8 given her to fing him into the courtyard below. TIhe 
mystery of his death remained unexplained until the day of his 
solemn obsequies，when the lady herself，who attended thbem 
and Was kneeling in solemn prayer，suddenly fell forward 
and explred， Ihe mysterious strength of this profound and 
passionate story made an indejlible impression upon my mind. 
ascinated，moreover，by the peculiar treatment of similar 
phenomena in Hoffmann's 7ares,， 工 sketched a novel in which 
musical Imysticism，which 工 still loved so deeply，Pplayed an 
important part.。 Ihe action was supposed to take place on 
the estate of a Tich patron of the fine arts: a young couple 
was going to be married, and had invited the friend of the bride- 
groom，8n interesting but melancholy and mysterious young 
man， to thbeir wedding. JIntimately connected with the whole 
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affair was &a strange old organist。 The mystie relationg which 
gradually qdqeveloped between the old musician，the melancholy 
young man and the bride，were to 印 ow onut of the unravelment 
of certain intricate events，in 8 80mewhbat siimilar manner to 
that of the medisval story above rejated. Here was thbe 
same idea: the young man mysteriously killed，the equaly 
strange sudden death of his friend"s bride，and the old organist 
found deadq on his bench after the playing of an lmpresslve 
requiem，the last chordq of which was inordinately prolonged 
8a8 这 it never would end. 

I 工 never fnished this novel: but as 工 wanted to write the 
libretto for an opera, 工 took up the theme again in its original 
shape, and built on this (as far as the principal features went) 
the following dramatice plot : 一 

Two great houses had lived in enmity, and had at last decided 
to end the family feud.。 The aged head of one of these houses 
invited the son of his former enemy to the wedding of his 
daughter with one of his faithful partisans。 Tbhe wedding feast 
is thus used as an opportunity for reconciling the two families. 
Whilat the guests are full of the suspicion and fear of treachery， 
their young leader falls violently in love with the bride of his 
newly found ally， 可 is tragic glance deeply affects her; the 
festive escort accompanies her to thbhe bridal chamber，whbere 
she is to await her beloved; leaning against her towerwindow 
She sees the same passionate eyes fxed on her，and reallses 
that she is face to face with 8a tragedy. 

When he penetrates into her chamber，and embraces her 
with frantie passion，she pushes bim backwards towards the 
balcony，and throwg him over the parapet into the abyses， 
from whence his mutilated remains are dragged by his com- 
panions。 They at once arm themselves against the presumed 
treachery，and call for vengeanceji tumult and confusion 王 ] 
the courtyard: the interrupted wedding feast threatens to 
end in a night of slaughter. IThe venerabje head of the house 
at last succeeds in averting the catastrophe. Messengers are 
sent to bear tbe ftidings of the mysterious calamity to the rela- 
tives of the victim : the corpse itself shall be the medium of 
reconejiliation，for，in the presence of the different generations 
of the suspected family，Providence itself shal decide which 
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of its members has been guilty of treason。 During the prepara- 
tion8 for the obsequies the bride shows signs of approaching 
madness; she flies from her bridegroom，refuses to be united 
to him，and locks herself up in her tower-chamber。 Only when， 
at night，the gloomy tbhough gorgeous ceremony commences， 
does she appear at the head of her women to be present at the 
burial service，the gruesome solemnity of which is interrupted 
by the news of the approach of hostile forces and then by the 
armed attack of the kinsmen of the murdered man。 When the 
avengers of the presumed treachery penetrate into the chapel 
and call upon the murderer to declare himself，thbhe horrified 
lord of the manor points towards hlig daughter who，turning 
away from her bridegroom， falls lifeless by the coffn of her 
Victim。 This nocturnal drama, through whbich ran reminiscences 
of Zevwpald x7C 4delatde (the work of my far-o 华 boyhood )， 
I wrote in the darkest vein，but in a more polished and more 
noble style, disdaining all light-effects, and especially all operatic 
embellishmentes。 Tender passages occurred here and there al 
the same，and Weinlich，to wbhom 工 pad already shown the 
beginning of my work on my return to Leipzig，praised me for 
the clearness and good vocal quality of the introduction 工 had 
composed to the first act; this was an Adagio for a vocal septette， 
in which 工 had tried to express the reconciliation of the hostile 
families，together with the emotions of the wedded couple and 
the sinister passion of the secret lover.。 My principal objeot 
was，8H]l the same，to win my gsister Rosalie's approval， My 
poem，however，did not find favour in her eyes: she missed 
al that which 工 had purposely avoided，insisted on the orna- 
mentation and development of the simple situation， and 
desired more brightness generally。 工 made up my mind in an 
instant: 工 took the manuseript，and without 8 suggestion 
of 订 -temper，destroyed it there and then。 TIhis action had 
nothing whatever to do with wounded vanity。 It was prompted 
merely by my desire honestljy to prove to my slsterz how jlittle 
TI _ thought of my own work and how much 工 cared for her 
opinion。 Sbe was held in great and loving esteem by my 
mother and by the rest of our family, for she was theizr principal 
breadwinner : the important salary she earned 88 an actres8 
constituted nearly the whole income out of which my mother 
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had to defray the household expenses。 Tor the sake of her 
profession she enjoyed many advantages at home。 Her part 
of the house had been speeially arranged so that she should have 
all the necessary comfort and peace for her studies; on market- 
ing days，when the others had to put up with the simplest fare， 
she had to have the same dainty food as usual. But more 
than any of these things did her charming gravity 8&nd her 
refined way of speaking place her above the younger children. 
She was thoughtful and gentle and never joined us in our rather 
”loud conversation。 Of course， 工 bad been the one iember of 
the family who had caused the greatest anxietles both to my 
mother and to my motherly sister，and during my jlife as a 
student the strained relations between us had made a terrible 
impression on me。 When therefore they tried to believe in 
me again，and once Imore showed some interest in my work， 
I was ful of gratitude andq happiness。 The thought of getting 
this sisterz to look kindly upon my aspirations，and even to 
expect great things of me，hbad become a special stimnulus to 
my ambition。 Under these circumstancegs 8 tender and 
almost sentimental relationship grew Up between Rosalie and 
myself，which in its purity and sincerity could vie with tbe 
noblest form of friendship between man and woman。 工 hbig wa8 
prineipally due to Per exceptional individuality。 She had not 
any Teal talent，at least not for acting，which had often been 
considered stagey and unnatural. 和 Nevertheless she was much 
appreciated owing to her charming appearance 88 Well as to her 
pure and dignified womanliness，and 工 remember many tokens 
of esteem which she received in those days。 Al the same， 
none of thbese advance8 ever seemed to lead to the prospeet of 
8 Iarriage，and year by year went by without bringing her 
hopes of a suitable match 一 8 fact whbich to me appeared qulte 
unaccountable. rom time to time 工 thought 工 toticed that 
Rosalie suffered from this state of affairs. . 工 remember one even- 
ing when， bejieving herself to be alone, 工 heard her sobbing and 
moaning; 工 stole away Unnoticed，but her grief made such an 
impression Upon me that from that moment 工 vowed to bring 
some joy into her life, principally by making a name for myself. 
Not without reason had our stepfather Geyer given my gentle 
sjster the nickname of “Geistehen ， (jittle spirit)，for 这 her 
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talent as an actress wW8s not great her Imagination and her love of 
art and of al bigh and noble things were perhaps，on that ac- 
count alone，all the greater. 上 rom her lips 工 bad first heard 
expressions of admiration and delight concerning those suUbjectas 
Which became dear to me jlater on，and she moved amongst a 
circle of serious and interesting people who loved the higher 
things of life without this attitude ever degenerating into 
aftectation。 

On my return from my long ]journey 工 was introduced to 
Heinrich aube，wphom my sister had added to her list of inti- 
mate friends。 It was at the time when the after-effects of the 
July revolution were beginning to make themselves felt amongast 
the younger men of intellect in Germany，8and of these Laube 
Was one of the most consplecuous.。 As a young man he came 
from Silesla to Leipzig，his principal object being to try and 
form connections in thig publishing centre which might be of 
Use to him in Paris，whbither he was going, and from which place 
Birne also made a sensation amongst Us by his letters，。 On 
this occasion 工 aube was present at a representation of a play 
by Ludwig Robert Daze Macht der Ferjialtnrasse (The Power of 
Circumstances ").。 工 his induced him to write 8 criticisgm for 
the Leipzig Taoyeptlt，which made such a sensation through 
its terse and lively style that he was at once offered, in addition 
to other literary work，the post of editor of Dre elegante 你 e 引 
Jn our house he was looked upon as a genius;i bis curt and often 
biting manner of speaking，whbich seemed to exclude all attempt 
at poetie expresslon， made him appear both original and daring : 
his sense of justice，his sinoerity and fearless bluntness made 
one respect bis character，hardened as it had been in youth by 
great adversity. On me he had a very inspiring effect，and 工 
was very Iuch astonished to fnd that he thought so much 
of me 88 to write a fattering notlice about my talent in bis 
paper after hearing the first performance of my symphony. 

his performance took place in the beginning of the year 
18833 at the Leipzig Schneider-Herberge， I was，by the bye， 
in this dignifed old hal that the society“ 了 uterpe ” held its 
concerts! The place was dirty，narrow，3and poorly lighted， 
and it Was here that my work was introduced to the Leipzig 
publie for the first tme，and by means of an orchbestra that 
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interpreted it simply disgracefully。 工 can only think of that 
evening 88 & gruesome Dightmare; and my astonishment Was 
therefore all the greater at seeing the important notice which 
Laube wrote about the performance， 下 ull of hope，I thberefore 
lookedq forward to 8 performance of the same work at the 
Gewandhaus concert，whiech followed soon after，and which 
came 0 在 brilliantly in every way。 It was well received and 
well spoken of in all the papers; of real malice there was not 
a trace -一 On the contrary，8several notices were encouraging， 
and Laube，who had quickly become celebrated，confided to 
me hat he was going to offer me 8& libretto for an opera，whbich 
he had first written for Meyerbeer.。 This staggered me some- 
what, for 工 was not in the least prepared to pose as aa poet，and 
my only idea was to write a real plot for an opera。 As to the 
precise manner，however，in whiech such a book had to be 
written， 工 already had a very definite and instinctive notion， 
and 工 was strengthened in the certainty of my own feelings in 
the matter when Laube now explained the nature of his plot 
to me。 了 e told me 让 at he wanted to arrange nothing jless 
than 环 osztts6po into &a libretto for grand operal Once again 
工 had qualms, for Ifelt at once tbat Laube had a mistaken idea 
about the character of a dramatic subject. When 工 inquired 
jnto the real action of the play，Laube was astonished that 工 
should expect more than the story of the Polish hero，whose 
life was crowded with incident; in any case，he thought there 
wa88 qulte suU 伍 cient action in it to describe the unhappy fate 
of a whole nation。 Of course the usual heroine was not mlssing ; 
she was 8& 了 olish girl who had a love affair with a Russian ; 
and in this way some sentimental situations were 8also to be 
found in the plot， Without a moment's delay 工 assured my 
sister Rosalie that 工 woud not set this story to musie: she 
agreed with me，and begged me only to postpone Imy answer 
to Laube。 My journey to Wiirzburg Was of great heljp to me 
in this respect，for it was easler to write Imy decision to 直 aube 
than to announce it to him personally. He accepted the slight 
rebu 企 with good grace，but he never forgave Ime，either then 
or afterwards, for writing my Own words | 

When he beard what subject 工 bad preferred to his brilliant 
political poem，he made no eftort to conceal his contempt for 
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my cbholce。 工 had borrowed the plot from a dramatic fairy- 
tale by Gozzl，Za Po Serpente，and called it Dre Feem 
(' 工 ble Fairies )。 工 he names of my heroes 工 chose from different 
Oassian and similar poems: my prince was called Arindqal]; 
he was loved by a fairy called Ada，who heldq him undqer her 
spell and kept him in fairyland，away from his realm，until 
his faithbful friends at last found him andq induced him to return， 
for his country was going to rack and ruin， and even its capital 
had fallen into the enemy's hands。 The loving fairy herself 
sends the prince back to his country ; for tbe oracle has decreed 
thbat she shal lay upon her lover the severest of tasks。 Only 
by performing thls task triumphantly can he make it possible 
for her to leave the immortal world of fairies in order to share 
the fate of her earthly lover，8s his wife In a moment of 
deepest despair about the state of his country,， the fairy queen 
appears to him and purposely destroys his faith in her by deeds 
of the most ceruel and inexplicable nature。 Driven mad by 8& 
thousand fears，Arindal begins to imagine that all the time 
he has been dealing with a wicked sorceress，and tries to escape 
the fatal spell by pronouncing a curse Upon Ada. Wid with 
soOrrow, the Unhappy fairy sinks down， and reveals their mutual 
fate to the lover，now lost to her for ever，and tells him that， 
as 8 punishment for having disobeyed the decree of 下 ate, she is 
doomed to be turned into stone (in Gozzil's version she becomes 
a serpent).。 JImmediately afterwards it appears thbat all the 
catastrophes which the fairy had prophesied were but decep- 
tions : victory over the enemy 88 well as the growing prosperity 
and welfare of the kingdqom now folow in quick succession : 
Ada is taken away by the 上 ates, and Arindal, a raving madman， 
remains behind alone。 IThe terrible sufferings of his madness 
do not，hbowever，satisfy the Kates: to bring about hisg utter 
ruin they appear before the repentant man and invite him to 
follow them to the nether world，on tbhe pretext of enabling bim 
to free Ada from the spel， Through the treacherous promilses 
of the wicked fairies Arindals madness grows into sublime 
exaltation ; and one of his household magicians，a faithful 
friend，having in the meantime equipped him with magic 
weapons and charms，he now foljlows the traltresses。、 The 
latter cannot get over their astonishment when bey see how 
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Arindal overcomes one after the other of the monsters of the 
infernal regions: only when they arrive at the vault in which 
they show him thbe stone in human shape do they recover their 
hope of vanquishing the valiant Prince，for，unjless he can 
break the cbarm which binds Ada，he must share her fate and 
be doomed to remain 8a stone for ever. Arindal，who until 
then has been using the dagger and the shield given him by 
the friendqljy magician，now Imakes Use of an instrument 一 8 
lyre 一 Which he has brought with him，and the meaning of 
which he had not yet understood. 工 o the sounds of this 
instrument he now expresses his plaintive moans，hi8 remorse， 
and his overpowering longing for hisg enchanted queen. IThe 
stone ia moved by the magic of his love: the beloved one is 
Teleased。 下 airyland with al ite marvels opens its portals，and 
the mortal learns that，owing to his former inconstancy，Ada 
has lost the right to become his wife on earth，but that her 
beloved，through his great and magice power，has earned the 
right to live for ever by her side in fairyland。 

Although 工 hbadq written Die 瓦 ocjhzetzt in the darkest vein， 
without operatice embellishments， 工 painted this subject with 
the utmost colour and variety。 JIn contrast to the lovers out 
of fairyland 工 depicted a more ordinary couple，and 工 even 
introduced a third pair that belonged to the coarser and more 
comical servant world. 工 purposely went to no pains in the 
matter of the poetic diction and the verse。 My idea was not 
to encourage my {former hopes of making a name 88 8& poet; 
工 was nowW realy a“mnusician ”and 8&8“composer，” and wished 
to write a decent opera libretto simply because 工 was 8Ure 
that nobody else could write one for me; the reason being that 
such & book is something quite unique and cannot be written 
elther by a poet or by a mere man of letters。 With the intention 
of setting this libretto to music, T left Leipzig in January, 1833， 
to stay in Wiirzburg with my eldest brother Albert，who at 
thbe time heldq an appointment at the theatre， I now seemed 
necessaTy {for me to begin to apply my musical knowledge to 
8 practical purpose，and to this end my brother had promised 
to help me in getting some kind of post at the small Wiirzburg 
theatre。 工 travelled by poast to Bamberg via Hof and in Bam- 
berg 工 stayed a few daysa in the company of a young man 
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called Sehunke，who from a player on the horn had become an 
actor.， With the greatest interest 工 Jearned the story of Caspar 
Hauser，who at that time was very wel known，and who (这 
I am not mistaken) was pointed out to me In addition to 
thls， 工 admired the peculiar costumes of the market-women， 
thought with much interest of 卫 offmann;s stay at this place， 
and of hovw it had led to the writing of bis Tales, and resumed 
my j]ourney (to Wiirzburg) with a man called Hauderer，and 
suffered miserably from the cold all the way. 

My brother Albert，who was almost a new acquaintance to 
me，did his best to make me feel at home in his not over 
luxuriousg establishment. He was pleased to fnd me less mad 
than he had expected me to be from a certain letter with which 
工 bad succeeded in frightening him some time previously，and 
he realy managed to procure me an exceptional occupation 
88 choir-master at the theatre, for which 工 received the monthly 
fee of ten gullders， TIhe remainder of the winter was devoted 
to the serious study of the duties required of a musical director : 
in 8 very 8hort time 工 had to tackle two newW gand operas， 
namely， Marsehner's 了 api7 and Meyerbeer's 尼 obert der 
Tevjfe!，in both of which the chorus played a considerable part. 
At first 工 felt absolutely like a beginner，and had to start on 
Comaz11w 70m 忆 o6r，the score of which was utterly unknown to 
me。 工 still remember that 工 felt 工 was doing a thing which 工 
had no right to Undertake: 工 felt quite an amateur at the 
work。 Soon，however，Marschner's score interested me su 伍 - 
ciently to make the labour seem worth my while。 Ihe score 
of 尼 opert wa&s 8 great disappointment to me: from the news- 
papers 工 bad expected plenty of originality andq novelty;j 工 
could findq no trace of either in this transparent work，and am 
opera with a finale hke that of the second act could not be 
named in the same breath with any of my favourite works. 
TIhe only thing that impressed me wa8 the unearthly keyed 
trzumpet which，in the last act，represented the voice of the 
Imother s ghost. 

It_ was Temarkable to observe the sesthetie demoralisation 
into which 工 now fell through having daily to deal with such a 
work.， 工 graduajlly lost my dislike for this shallow and exceed- 
ingly Uninteresting composition (a dislike 工 shared with many 
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German musicians) in the growing interest which 工 was com- 
pelled to take in its interpretation; and thus it happened that 
the inslpidness and affectation of the commonplace melodqies 
ceased to concern me save from the standpoint of their capa- 
bility of eliciting applause or the reverse。 As，moreover，my 
future career 88 musical conductor was at stake，my brother， 
who was very anxXious on Iny behalf，looked favourably on this 
lack of elassical obstinacy on my part，and thus the ground 
was _ gradually prepared for that decline in my classical taste 
which was destined to last some conslderable time. 

All the same，this did not occur before 工 had given some 
proof of my great inexperience in the lighter style of writing. 
My brother wanted to introduce a “Cavatine ”from the Prraten， 
by Bellini，into the same composer's opera，Stramztzergy the 
score Was8 not to be had，and he entrusted me with the instru- 
mentation of thig work。 Erom the piano score alone 工 could 
not possibly detect the heavy and noisy instrumentation of 
the ritornelles and intermezzi which，musically，were 80 very 
thin ; the composer of a great C major Symphony with an end 
fugue could only heljp himself out of the di 值 culty by the use 
of a few futes and elarinets playing ip thirds.。 At the 
rehearsal the “Cavatine” sounded so frightfully thin and 
shallow that my brother made me seriousg reproachesg about 
the waste of copying expenses。 But 工 had my revenge: to 
the tenor aria of “ Aubry ” in Marschner's 了 amzzy 工 added an 
Allegro，for which I 工 also wrote the words. 

My work succeeded splendidly，and earned the pralse of 
both tbhe publie and my brother.， JIn a similar German style 
I wrote the mnusic to my Feem in the course of the year 1833. 
My brother and his wife left Wiirzburg after 卫 aster in order 
to avail themselves of several invitations at friends”houses ; 
I stayed behind with the children 一 three little girls of tender 
years 一 Which placed me in the extraordinary position of a 
responsible guardian，a post for which 工 was not in thbe least 
suited at that time of my life。 My time was divided between 
my work and pleasure，and in consequence 工 neglected my 
charges。 Amongst the friends 工 made there， Alexander 
Miillerz had much infuence over mej he was 8& good musician 
and pianist, and 工 used to listen for hours to bis improvisations 
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on given thbemes 一 an 3&ccomplishment in whioh he so greatly 
”excelled, that 工 could not fail to be impressed.。 With him and 
so0me other friends，amongst whom was also Valentin 了 amm， 
'. 工 often made excursions in the neighbourhood，on which 
occasions the Bavarian beer and the 上 rankish wine were wont 
to fy Valentin 了 amm was 8a grotesque individual，who 
entertained Us often with his excellent violin playing; he had 
8n enormous streteh on the piano, for he could reach an interval 
of a twelfth。 Deyr Zetzte 万 ?zeb, a public beer-garden situated on 
aa pleasant height was 8 daily witness of my ftes of wild and 
often enthusiastice boisterousness; Dever once during those 
mild summer nights did 工 return to my charges without having 
WwWaxed enthusiastie over art and the world in general， 工 also 
remember 8 Wicked trick which has always remained a blot 
in my memory。 Amongst my friends was 8 fair and very 
enthusiastie Swabian called KErbhlich，withb whom 工 had ex- 
changed my score of the O minor Symphony for his，which 
he had copied out with his own hand. IIhis very gentle，but 
rather irritable young man had taken such a violent dislike 
to one Andr6，whose malicious face 工 also detested，that he 
declared that this person spoilt his evenings for him，merely 
by being in the same room with him。 The unfortunate object 
of his hatred tried al the same to meet Us whenever he could : 
frliction ensued，but Andr6 would insigt upon aggravating Us. 
One evening 上 rohlich lost patience。 After some insujlting 
retort，he tried to chase him from our table by striking him 
with a stick : the result was a fght in which rolieh's friends 
felt they mnust take part，though they al seemed to do so With 
some reluctance。 A mad longing to join the fray also took 
possession of me With the others 工 belped in knocking our 
poor victim about，and 工 even heard the sound of one terrible 
blow which 工 struck Andr6 on the head，whilst he fxedq his 
eyes on Ime in bewilderment. 

I relate this incident to atone for a sin which has welighed 
Very heavjly on Imy consclence eyer since。 工 can compare 
this sad experience only with one out of my earliest boyhood 
days，namely the drowning of some puppies in a shallow pool 
behind my uncles house in 也 isleben. 了 ven to this day 工 
cannot think of the slow death of these poor lttle creatuares 
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Without horror。 工 have never quite forgotten some of my 
thoughtless and reckless actions; for the sorrows of others， 
and in particular those of animals，have always affected me 
deeply to the extent of flling me with a qisgust of jlife. 

My first love aftair stands out in strong contrast against 
these recollections。 It was only natural that one of the young 
chorus ladies with whom 工 had to practise daily should know 
how to attract my attentions。 Therese Ringelmann，the 
daughter of a grave-digger，thanks to her beautiful soprano 
volce, led me to believe that 工 could make a great singer of her. 
After 工 told her of this ambitious scheme，she paid much 
attention to her appearance，8nd dressed elegantly for the 
rehearsals, and a row of white pearls which she wound through 
her hair specially fasceinated me During the summer holidays 
工 gave ITherese regujlar lessons in singing, according to a method 
which has aways remained a mystery to me ever since。 工 
8lso called on her very often at her house，where，{fortunately， 
工 never met her unpleasant father，but always her mother and 
her sisters。、 We also met in the publie gardens，but false 
vanity lw8ys kept me from telling my friends of our relations. 
工 do not know whether the fault lay with her lowly birtb，her 
lack of education，or my own doubt about the sincerity of my 
affections; but in any case when，in addition to the fact that 
工 had my reasons for being jealous, they also tried to urge me 
to 8 formal engagement, this love affair came quietly to an end. 

An infinitely more genuine affair was my love for Friederike 
Galvani) the daughter of a mechanic，who was Undoubtedly of 
Jtalian origin。 She was very musical，and had a lovely voice ; 
my brother had patronised her and helped her to a d6but at 
his theatre，which test she stood brijliantly. She was rather 
small]，but had large dark eyes and a sweet disposition。 The 
first oboist of the orchestra，& good fellow as well as 8a 
clever musician， was thoroughljy devoted to her. He was 
looked upon as her janc6, but，owing to some incident in his 
past) he was not allowed to visit at her parents” house，and the 
InarTlage WwW8a8 not to take place for a long time yet。 When the 
autumn of my year in Wiirzburg drew Dear， 工 received an 
invitation from friends to be present at a country wedding 
at 8& little distance from Wiirzburg; the oboist and his jioncle 
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had_ also been invited. It was a joly，though primitive 
affair; we drank and danced，and 工 even tried my hand at 
violin playing，but 工 must have forgotten it badljy，for even 
with the second violin 工 could not manage to satisfy the other 
musicians。 But my success With 了 上 mederike was 8H the greater ; 
We danced jlike mad through the many couples of peasants 
until at one moment we got 80 excited hbat，losing 8 self- 
control we embraced each other while her real lover was 
playing the dance music。 or the first time in Iny life 工 began 
to feel a fattering sensation of self-respect when riederike?s 
jayzxc6，on seeing how we two flirted，accepted the 8situation 
with good_ grace， 过 not without some 8adness。 工 had never 
had the chance of thinking that 工 could make & favourable 
impression on any young girl， 工 never imagined myself good- 
looking，neither had 工 evez thought 让 possible that 工 could 
attract the attention of pretty girls. 

On the other hand,， 工 had _ gradually acquired a _ certain self- 
reliance in mixing with men of my own age，Owing to the 
exceptional vivacity and innate susceptibility of my natunre 一 
quajlitiegs which were brought home to me ip my relations 
with members of my circle 一 工 gadually became conscious of 
a certain power of transporting or bewildering my more indolent 
companions。 

rom my poor oboist's silent self-control on becoming aware 
of the ardent advances of his betrothed towards me， 工 
acquired，88 工 have said，the first suggestion of the fact that 
工 might count for something，not only among men，but also 
among Women 工 he rankish wine helped to bring about a 
state of ever greater confusion，and Under the cover of its 
infuence 工 at length declared myself，quite openly，to be 
Triederike's lover。 卫 ver so far into the night，in fact，when 
day was already breaking，we set o 企 home together to Wiirz- 
burg in an open wagon。 Thisg was the crowning triumph of 
my delightftul adventure; for while al the others，including， 
in the end，the jealous oboist，slept o 在 their debauch in the 
face of the dawning day,， 工 with my cheek against Eriederikes， 
and listening to the warbling of the larks，watehed the coming 
of the rising sun。 

On the following dqay we had scarcely any idea of what had 
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happened。 A certain sense of shame，which was not Unbecom- 
ing，held us aloof from one another: and yet 工 easily won 
8cces8 to Eriederike's family，and from thbat time forward Was 
dally a welcome guest，when for some hours 工 would linger 
in Unconcealed intimate intercourse with the same domestic 
circle from which the unhbhappy betrothed remained excluded. 
No word wa8s8 ever mentioncd of this last connection ; never 
once did it even dawn upon Eriederike to effect any change in 
thbe state of affairs，and it seemed to strike no one that 工 ought， 
80 to speak， to take the jawcl's place. The confidqing manner 
in which 工 was recelived by all, and espeeially by the girl herself， 
WaSs exactly similar to one of Nature's great processes，8s，for 
instance，when spring steps in and winter passes silently away. 
Not one of them ever considered the material consequences of 
the change，and this is precisely the most charming and 
fattering feature of this first youthful love affair，whbhich was 
never to degenerate into an attitude which might give rise 
to 8uspicion or concern. 工 hese relations ended only with my 
departure from Wiirzburg，which was marked by the most 
touching and most tearful leavetaking. 

For some time，although 工 kept up no correspondence，the 
memory of this eplsode remained frmly imprinted on Imy 
mind.。 Two years later，while making a rapid journey through 
the old distriect，I once more visited Friederike: thbe poor child 
approached me nutterly shamefaced. Her oboist was still her 
lover，and though his position rendered marriage impossible， 
the unfortunate young woman had become 8a mother. 工 have 
heardq nothing more of her since. 

Amid all thils tra 值 ec of ljove 工 worked hard at my opera，and， 
thanks to the loving sympathy of my sister 了 Rosalie， 工 was 
able to fndq the necessary good spirites for the task.。 When 
at the commencement of tbhe summer Imy earnings 88 8 con- 
ductor came to an end，this same sister again made it her 
business joyally to provide me with ample pocket-money，8o 
that 工 might devote myself solely to the completion of my 
work，without troubling about anything or being a burden to 
any one。 At a much later date 工 came across 8 jetter of mine 
written to Rosalie in those days，which were full of a tender， 
almost adoring love for thbat noble creature. 
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When the winter was at hand my brother returned，and the 
theatre Treopened. Truth to tel， 工 did not again become 
connected with it，but acquired a position，which was even 
more prominent, in the concerts of the Musical Society in which 
了 produced my great overture in C major，my symphony，and 
eventual]ly portions of my new opera 88 well。 An amateur 
with a splendid voice，Mademoiselle Friedel，sang the great 
aria from 4dc。 In addition to this，a trio was given which，in 
one of its passages, had such a moving effect upon my brother， 
who took part in jit，that，to his astonishment，as he himselt 
admitted，he completely lost his cue on account of it. 

By Chrisgtmas my work had come to an end，my 8core W8a8 
written out complete with the most laudable neatness，and now 
工 Was to return to Leipzig for the New Year in order to get my 
oper& 3ccepted by the theatre there.， On the way home 工 
Visited Nuremberg，where 工 stayed a week with my sister Clara 
and with her husband，who were engaged at the theatre thbere。 
I well remember how happy and comfortable 工 felt during this 
pleasant visit to the very same relatives who 8a few years pre- 
Viousljy，when 工 had stayed with them at Magdeburg，had 
been upset by my resolve to adopt musie as a calling， Now 
工 had become a real musician，had written a grand opera， and 
had already brought out many things without coming to grief. 
The sense of all thisg was 8 great joy to me，wWwhile it was no jless 
fattering to my relatives，who coud not fail to see that the 
supposed misfortune had in the end proved to my advantage. 
工 was in 8a joy mood and quite unrestrained 一 a state of mind 
Which was very largely the result not onljy of my brother-in- 
law's cheerful and sociable household，but also of the pleasant 
tavyern life of the place。 In a much more confdent and elated 
spirit 工 returned to Leipzig，where 工 was able to lay the three 
huge volumes of my score before my highly delighted mother 
and slster. 

Just then my family was the richer for the return of my 
brother Julius from hisg long wanderings。 He had worked & 
good whbile in Paris as a goldsmith，and had now gset up for 
himself in thbat capacity in Leipzig. He too，like the rest，Was 
eager to hear something out of my opera，which，to be sure， 
was not 8o ea8y, 88 上 entirely lacked the gift of playing anything 
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of the sort in an easy and intelligible way. Only when 工 was 
able to work myself into a state of absolute ecstasy was it pos- 
sibjle for me to render something with any effect. Rosalie knew 
thbat 工 meant it to draw 8 8ort of declaration of love from her; 
but 工 have never felt certalin whether the embrace and the 8sis- 
terly kiss which were awarded me after 工 had sung my great 
aria from 4do, were bestowed on me from real emotion or rather 
out of affectionate regard.。 On the other hand，the zeal with 
whlch she urged my opera on the director of the theatre, Ringel- 
hardt, the conduetor and the manager was Unmistakable, and she 
did it so effectually that she obtained their consent for ite per- 
formance，and that very speedily。 工 was particularly interested 
to learn that the management immediately showed themselves 
eager to try to settle the matter of the costumes for my drama : 
but 工 was astonished to hear that the choice was ip favour of 
oriental attire，whereas 工 had intended，by the names 工 bad 
selected，to suggest 8 northern character for the setting， Bnut 
it Was precisely these names which they found unsuitable，as 
fairy personages are not seen in the North, but only in the 卫 ast ; 
while apart from this, the original by Gozzi，which formed the 
basis of the work，undoubtedly bore an oriental character， 巧 
wa8 with the utmost indignation that 工 opposed the insuffer- 
able turban and caftan style of dress，and vehemently advo- 
cated the knightly garb worn in the early years of the Middle 
Ages。 工 then had to come to 8&a thorough understanding with 
the conductor，Stegmayer，on the subject of my score。 上 e waS8 
3 Temarkable，short，jfat man，with fair eurly hairz，and an 
exceptionally jovial disposition ; he was，however，very hard 
to bring to 8 point. When over our wine we aways 8arrived 
at an Understanding very qujckly，but as soon 88 we sat at tbe 
piano, 工 had to listen to the most extraorqinary objections con- 
cerning the trend of which 工 was for some time extremely 
puzzled。 As thbe matter was much delayed by this vaclllation， 
工 put mysejlf into closer communication with the stage manager 
of thbe opera, 也 auser，who at that time was much appreclated as 
a singer and patron of art by the people of Leipzig. 

With thig man，too， 工 had the strangest experiences : be 
who had captivated the audiences of Leipzig，more especially 
with his impersonation of the barber and the Englishman in 
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Za DiaVyolo，suddenly revealed himself in his own house 38 
the Imost fanatical adherent of the most old-fashioned mmusic. 
I listened with astonishment to the searcely velled contempt 
with which he treated even Mozart，and thbhe only thbhing he 
seemed to regret was that we had no operas by Sebastian Bach. 
After he had explained to me thbat dramatice musie had not 
actually been written yet，and that properly speaking Guck 
alone had shown any ability for it，he proceeded to what 
seemed an exhaustive exzamination of my own operay concerning 
whlich al 工 had wished to hear from him was whether it was 人 
to be performed. Instead of thbis，however，his object seemed 
to be to point out the failure of my purpose in every number. 
Isweated blood under the unparalleled torture of going through 
my work with thigs man; and Itold my mother and sister of 
my grave depression。 All thbese delays had already succeeded 
in making it Impossible to perform my opera at the date 
originally fxed，and now it was postponed until August of the 
current year (1834). 

An incident which 工 shall never forget inspired me with 
fresh courage. Old Bierey，an experienced and excellent 
musician，and in his day a sucecessfu]l composer，who，thanks 
Imore particeularly to his long practice as 8 conducetor at the 
Breslau theatre，had acquired a perfectly practical knowledge 
of such things， was then living at Leipzig, and was 8 good friend 
of my people。 My mother and sister begged him to give his 
opinlion &bout the fitness of my opera for the stage, and 工 duly 
submiltted the score to him。 工 cannot say how deeply affected 
and imnpressed 工 was to see this old gentleman appear one day 
among Imy rejatives，and to hear him decjare with genuine 
enthusiasm hbat he simply could not undqerstand how 8o young 
8 Ian could have composed such &a score. 了 is remarks con- 
cering the greatness Which he had recognised in my talent 
Were really 1lrreslstible, and positively amazed me When asked 
whether he considered the work presentable and caleulated 
to produce an effect，he declared his only regret was hbat he 
Was DO ljonger at the head of a theatre，because，had he been， 
he would have thought himself extremely lucky to secure such 
2 Ian 88 Imyself permanently for his enterprise。 At this 
announcement Im family was overcome With joy，and their 
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feelings were al] the more justified seeing that，as they al 
knew，Bierey was by no means 8H amlablje romancer，but 8 
Practical musician well seasoned by a lfe ful of experience. 
TIhe delay was now borne with better spirits，and for a long 
time 工 was able to wait hopefully for what the future might 
bring。 Among other thbings, 工 now began to enjoy the company 
of a new fmend in thbe person of Laube，who at that time， 
although 工 bad not set his 于 osz?tsKo to music，was at the zenith 
of his fame， The first portion of bis novel， 工 owndg 互 wrope, the 
form of which was epistolary，had appeared，and had a moat 
stimulating eftect on me， more particularly in conjunction with 
al the youthful hopefulness which at that time pulsated in my 
vein8s。 工 hough his teaching Was essentially onljy a repetition 
of that in Heinse”s 47rd?*mgjello, the forces that then surged in 
young breasts were given full and eloquent expression。 The 
guiding spirit of thisg tendency was followed in literary criti- 
clgm，whbich was aimed mainly at the supposed or actual in- 
capacity of the semi-classlical occupants of our various literary 
thrones。 Without tbe slightest mercy the pedants)1 among whom 
Tieck for one was8 numbered，were treated as sheer encum- 
brances and hindrances to the rise of a new literature。 That 
which led to 8 remarkable revulsion of my feelings with regard 
to those German composers who hitherto had been admired and 
respected，was partly the infuencee of these eritical skirmisbes， 
and the luring sprightliness of their tone; but mainly the 
impression made by a fresh visit of 8Schrder-Devrient to 
Leipzig，when her rendering of 了 Romeo in Bellini'e 尺 omeo 
QQ vtel carried every one by stormn。 IThe effect of it was 
not to be compared with anything that had been witnessed 
thberetoftore， Jo see thbe daring, romantic fgure of the youth- 
ful lover against a background of such obviously shallow and 
empty Imusic prompted one，at al events，to meditate douhbt- 
fully upon the cause of the great lack of effect in solid German 
music 88 it had been applied hitherto to the drama. Without 
for the moment plunging too deeply into thig meditation， 工 
allowed myself to be borne aong with thbe' current of my 
youthful feelings，then roused to ardour，and turned involun- 
tarily to the taask of working o 企 all that brooding seriousness 
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Which in my earlier years had driven me to such pathetic 
Inysticlsm。 

What Pohlenz had not done by his conduceting of the Ninth 
Symphony，what thbe Vienna Conservatoire， Dionys Weber, and 
many other clumsy performances (whlich had led me to regard 
classical music a8 absolutely colourless) had not fuly accom- 
plished，wasg achieved by the inconcelivable charm of the most 
Uncelassical Italian mnusiec，thanks to the wonderful，thrilling， 
and entrancing impersonation of omeo by Schroder-Devrient. 
What effect such powerful，and as regards their causes，incom- 
prehensible，eftecte had upon my opinion was shown in the 
frivolous way in which 工 was able to contrive a short criticism 
of Webers 五 wyryatje for the 五 reqgarte Getzbfig。 Thig opera 
bad been performed by thbe Leipzig company shortly before the 
3ppearance of Schr0der-Devrient: eold and colourless per- 
formers，among whom the singer in the title-r0le，appearing in 
the wilderness with the full sleeves which were then the pink 
of fashion，is still a disagreeable memory. Very laboriously， 
and without verve， but simply with the object of satisfying the 
demands of classical rules, thisg company did its utmost to dispel 
even the enthusiastie impressions of Webers music which 工 
had formed im my youth.。 工 did not know what answer to 
make to 8 brother eritie of Laube's，when he pointed out to me 
the laboured character of tbhis operatie performance，88 80on 38 
he was able to contrast it with the entrancing effect of that 
Romeo evening. Here 工 found myself confronted with & 
problem, the solving of which 工 was just at that time disposed 
. t 加 take 88 easily 88 possible，and displayed my courage by 
discarding all prejudice，and that daringly，in the short crFifti- 
cism just mentioned in which 工 simply scoffed at 五 wryaztthe. 
Just as 工 had had my season of wild oat sowing 8as 8 student，80 
now 工 boldly rushed into the same courses in the development 
of my artistie taste. 

It was May，and beautiful spring weather，and a pleasure 
trip that 工 now undertook with a friend into the promised land 
of my youthful romance，Bohemia，was destined to bring the 
unrestrained “Young- 了 European ” mood in me to full maturity. 
This friend was Theodor Apel， 工 bad known him a long while， 
and had always felt particularly fattered by the fact that 工 
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hadq won his hearty affection; for，8as the son of the gifted 
master of metre and imitator of Greek forms of poetry，Auguast 
Apel, Ifelt that admiring deference for him which 工 had never 
yet been able to bestow upon thbhe descendant of a famous man。， 
Being well-to-do and of a good family，his friendship gave 
me Such opportunities of coming into touch with the easy 
circUumstances of the Upper classes as8 were not of frequent 
occurrence in my station of life. While my mother，for in- 
stance，Tregarded my association with this highly respectable 
ftamily with great satisfaction， 工 for my part was extremely 
gratified at the thought of the cordiality with which 工 was 
received in such circles. 

Apel's earnest wish was to become a poet，and 工 took it for 
granted that he had all that was needed for such a calling; 
above all，what seemed to me so important，the complete free- 
dom that hisg considerable fortune assured him by liberating 
him from al need of earning his living or of adopting a pro- 
fession for a livelihood。 Strange to say，hie mother，who on 
the death of his distinguished father had married a Leipzig 
]awyer，was very anxious about the vocation he shoud choose， 
and wished her son to make 8 fine career in the law，88 8he WaS 
not at all disposed to favour his poetical giftes。 And it was to 
her attempte to convert me to her view，in order that by my 
infuence 工 might avert the calamity of a second poet in the 
family，in the person of the son，that 工 owed the specially 
friendqly relations that obtained between herselft and me。 Al 
her suggestions succeeded in doing，however，w8s to stimulate 
me，even more than my own favourable opinion of his talent 
coud, to confrm my friend in his desire to be a poet，and thus 
to support him in his rebellious attitude towards his family. 

He was not displeased at this。 As he was also studyling music 
and composed quite nicely， 工 succeeded in being on terms of 
the greatest intimacey with him。 The fact that he bad spent 
the very year in which 工 had sunk into the lowest depths 
of undergraduate Iadness，studying at Heidelberg and not at 
Leipzig，had kept him unsullied by any share in my strange 
excesse8，3nd when we now Imet again at Leipzig，in the spring 
of 1834,， the only thing that we still had in common was the 
sesthetice aspiration of our lives，which we now strove by way 
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of experiment to divert into the direction of the enjoyment 
of life。 Qladly would we have fung ourselves into liveljy ad- 
ventures 这 onljy the conditions of our environment and of 
the whole middle-class world in which we lived had in any way 
admitted of such things。 Despite al thbe promptings of our in- 
stincts, however，we got no further than planning this excursion 
to Bohemia。 At al events, it was something that we made the 
journey not by the post，but in our own carriage，8nd our 
genuine pleasure continued to lie in thbhe facet that at Teplitz， 
for instance, we daijly took long drives in a fine carriage。 When 
in the evening we had supped off trout at the Wilhelmsburg， 
drunk good COzernosek wine with Bilin water，and duly excited 
ourselves over Hoffmann，Beethoven，Shakespeare， 也 einse?8 
47axigje11o，and other matters，and then，with our limbe com- 
fortably outstretehed im our elegant carriage，drove bacek 记 
the summezr twilight to the“ 玉 ing of Prussia,”where we oc- 
cupied the large balcony-room on the first foor，we felt that 
we had spent the day like young gods, and for sheer exuberanoce 
coud think of nothing better to do than to indulge in the moat 
frighttul quarrels which，especlially when the windows were 
open，would collect numbers of alarmed listeners in the square 
before the inn.。 

One fine morning I stole away from my friend in order to 
take my breakfast alone at thbe“kSchlackenburg,”and also to 
seize an Opportunity of jotting down the plan of a new operatic 
composition in my note-book. With this end in view， 工 had 
mastered the subject of Shakespeare:s Measture for Meastu7e， 
Which，in accordance with my present mood， 工 soon trans- 
formed pretty freely into a jibretto entitljed Zaepesvyerbpot。 卫 out 
了 wzrope and 4rdmgjhezo，and the strange frame of mind into 
whieh 工 had fallen with regard to classical operatic music， 
furmished me with the keynote of my conception，which was 
directed more partieularly against puritanical hypocrisy，and 
which thus tended boldqljy to exalt “unrestrained sensuality.? 
工 took care to understand the grave Shakespearean theme only 
in this sense。 工 could see only the gloomy strait-laced viceroy， 
his heart afame with the most passionate love for the beanutiful 
novice，Who，while she beseeches him to pardon her brother 
condemned to death for illieit love，at the same time kindqles 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
EDA KUHN LOEB MUSIC LIBRARY 
CAMBRIDGE 38.MASS. 


103 MY IEE 


the most dangerous fire in the stubborn Puritan?s breast by 
infecting him with the lovely warmth of her human emotion. 

The fact that these powerful features are so richly developed 
in Shakespeare's creation onljy in order that，in thbe end，thbey 
Imay be weighed al the more gravely in the scales of justice， 
wa8 DO concern of mine: 8] 工 cared about was to expose the 
sinfulness of hypocrisy and the unnaturalness of suceh cruel 
Ioral censure. Thus 工 completely dropped Mecsxre jor 
Measure，and made the hypocrite be brought to justice only 
by the avenging power of love。 工 transferred the tbheme from 
the fabulous city of Vienna to the capital of sunny Sicily，in 
which a German viceroy，indignant at the inconceivably loose 
morals of thbe people, attempts to introduce a puritanical reform, 
and comes Imiserably to grief over it。 Zre glaia71a2e 207 忆 ortct 
probably contributed to some extent to this theme，8as did also 
certain memories of Dre zztz1xa7ltsc1e 『esper。 When 工 rxemem- 
ber that at last even the gentle Sicilian Bellini constituted a 
factor ip this composition， 工 cannot，to be sure，help smiling 
at the strange medley in which the most extraordinary mis- 
Understandings here took shape. 

This remained for the present a mere draft， Studies from 
life destined for my work were first to be carried out on thbis 
delightful excursion to Bohemia。 工 led my friend in triumph 
to Prague，in the hope of securing the same impressions for 
him whbich had stirred me 80 profoundly when 工 was there. 
We met my fair friends in the city itself;j for，owing to the 
death of old Count Pachta，material changes had taken place 
in the family，and the surviving daughters no longer went to 
Pravonin。 My behaviour was full of arrogance， and by means 
of t 工 doubtless wished to vent a certain capricious lust of 
revenge for the feelings of bitterness with which 工 had taken 
leave of this circle some years previously。 My friend was well 
received。 The changed family cirecumstances forced the charm- 
ing girls ever more 8nd Imore imperatively to come to some de- 
cision as to their future，and & wealthy bourgeolis，though noft 
exactly in trade himselft，but in possession of ample means， 
seemed to the anxious mother，at 8 events，3a good adviser. 
Without either showing or feeling any malice in thbe matter， 工 
expressed my pleasure at the 8sight of be strange confusion 
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caused by ITheodor's introducetion into the family by the mer- 
riest and wildest jests : for my only intercourse with the ladies 
consisted purely of ]jokes and friendly cba 个， They could not 
understand how it was that 工 had altered so strangely. There 
wa8 Do0 longer any of that love of wrangling，that rage for 
instructing，and that zeal in converting in me which formerly 
they had found so irritating. But at the same time not 8 
sensible word could 工 be made to utter，and they who were now 
wanting to talk over Immany things seriously could get nothing 
out of me Save the wildest tomfoolery. As on his occasion， 
in my character of an Uncaged bird， 工 boldly allowed myself 
many 8& jliberty against which they felt thbemselves powerless， 
Imy exuberant spirits were excited al the more when my friend,， 
who was led away by my example，tried to imitate me 一 8& 
thing they took in very bad part from him. 

Only once was there any attempt at seriousness between ms: 
I was sitting at the piano, and was listening to my companion， 
who was telling the ladies that in a conversation at the hotel 工 
had found oceaslion to express Imyself most warmly to some 
one who appeared to be surprised on hearing of the domestie 
and industrious quajlities of my lady friends.。 工 was deeply 
moved when，as the outcome of my companion”8 remarks， 工 
gathered what unpleasant experiences the poor things had 
already been through : for what seemed to me & very natural 
action on my part，appeared to fl thbem with unexpected 
pleasure。 Jenny，for instance，came Up to me and hugged me 
with great warmth. By general consent 工 wa now granted 
the right of behaving with almost studied rudeness，and 工 
replied even to Jenny's wamn outburst only with my usual 
banter. 

In our hotel，the “Black 也 orse,”whioh was 8o famous in 
those days， 工 found the playground in whlich 工 was able to 
carry the misochievous spirit not exzhausted at the Pachta”s house 
to the point of recklessness.。 Onut of the most accldental ma- 
terial in table and travelling guests we succeeded in gather- 
ing a company around us which allowed us，until far into thbe 
night，to lead it into the most inconcelvable follies。 TIo al 
this 工 was ineited more particularly by the personajity of a 
very timid and undersized business man from rankfort om 
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太 e Oder，who longed to seem of a daring disposition; and 
his presence stimujated me，if only owing to the remarkable 
chance iti gave me of coming into contact with some one who 
Was at home in rankfort“on the Oder.” Any one who knows 
how things then stood ip Austria can form some idea of my 
Tecklessness when 工 say that 工 once went 8o far 8as to cause ouUT 
symposium in the publie room to bellow the 人 Marseziiatse out 
loud into the nlght。 工 herefore，when after thisgs herolic ex- 
ploit was over，&nd while I 工 was Undressing， 工 elambered on 
the outerz ledgee of thbe windows from one room to the other on 
thbe second foor， 工 naturally horrifed those who did not know 
of the love of acrobatic feats which II had cujltivated in my 
earlliest boyhood. 

卫 ven 过 工 had exposed myself without fear to such dangers， 
工 was 80on sobered down next morning by a summons from the 
police。 When，in addition to this， 工 recalled the singing of 
the Morsez11azse, ' 工 was flled with the gravest fears. After 
having been detained at tbe station a long time，owing to & 
strange misunderstanding，the upshot of it was that the in- 
spector who was told off to examine me found that there wag 
not 8u 仁 cient time left for a serious hearing，and， to my great 
relief ， 工 was allowed to go after replying to a few harmjess 
questiongs concerning the intended length of my stay。 Never- 
theless，we thought it advisable not to yleld to the temptation 
of playing any more pranks beneath the spread wings of the 
doubjle eagje. 

By means of a circuitous route into whioh we were led by 
our insatiable longing for adventures 一 adventures which，as 
8 matter of fact，occeurred only in our imagination，and which 
to all intents and purposes were but modest diverslons on the 
road 一 we at length got back to Leipzig.， And with this return 
home the really cheerful period of my life as a youth definitely 
closed。 If，up to that time， 工 had not been free from serious 
erTrors and moments of passion， it w8&88 only now that care cast 
its first shadow across my path. 

My family had anxiously awaited my return in order to 
jinform me that the post of conducetor had been offered to me 
by the Magdeburg ITheatre Company. This company during 
the eurrent suUmmer Ionthb Was performing at 8a watering 
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place called 工 auchstidt。 工 he manager could not get on with 
an incompetent conduetoz tbat had been sent to him，and in 
his extremity had appllied to Leipzig in the hope of getting 8 
substitute forthwith。 Stegmayer，the conductor，who had no 
inclination to practise my score Eeem during the hot summer 
weather，88 he had promised to do，Ppromptly recommended 
me for thbhe post，and in that way really managed to shake of 
8 very troublesome tormentor. 上 or although，on the one hand， 
I really desired to be able to abandon myself freely and without 
restraint to the torrent of adventures thbat constitute the artist'8 
jlife，yet a longing for independence，which could be won on]ly 
by my earning my own living，had been greatly strengthened 
in me by the state of my affairs。 Albelit， 工 had the feeling 
that a solid basis for the gratification of this desire as8 not 
to be laid in 工 auchstadt; nor did 工 find it easy to assist the 
plot concocted against the produection of my Keen。 工 therefore 
determined to make a preliminary visit to the place just to 
see how things stood. 

Ihis little watering-place had，in the days of Goethe and 
Schiller，acquired a very wide reputation。 Its wooden theatre 
had been built according to the design of the former，and the 
first performance of the Braul Von Messtird had been 和 ven 
thbere。 But although 工 repeated al this to myself，the place 
made me feel rather doubtful， 工 asked for the house of the 
director of the theatre。 He proved to be out, but a smajll dirty 
boy, his son，was told to take me to the theatre to fnd “了 apa. 
了 apa，however，met Us on the way. He was an elderly man ; 
he wore 8 dressing-gown，and on his head a cap。 了 is dellight 
at greeting Ime w8a8 interrupted by complaints about 8 serlous 
indisposltion, for which his son was to feteh him a cordial from 
8 8hop close by. Before despatching the boy on this errand 
he pressed a real silver penny into his hand with a certain 
ostentation Which was obviously for my benefit， Thisg person 
was Heinrich Bethmann，surviving husband of the famous 
actress of 纪 at name，who，having lived in the heyday of the 
German stage，had won the favour of the 玉 ing of Prussia ; 
and won it 80 lastingly，that long after her dqeath it had con- 
tinued to be extended to her spouse。 He always drew a nice 
pension from the 了 Prusslian court，and permanently enjoyed 
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ite support without ever being able to forfeit ite protection 
by his irregular and dissipated ways. 

At the time of which 工 am speaking he hadq sunk to his 
lowest，owing to continued theatre management. 了 is speech 
and manners revealed the sugary refinement of a bygone day， 
whijle al that he did and everything about him testifed to the 
most shameful neglect。 He took me back to his house，where 
he presented me to his second wife，who，cerippled in one foot， 
lay on an extraordinary couch while an elderly bass，concern- 
ing whose excessive devotion Bethmann had already complained 
to me qulte openly，smoked his pipe beside her. 下 rom thbere 
the director took me to his stage manager，who lived in the 
88In6e house。 

With the latter，who was just engaged in 8a consujltation 
about the repertory with the theatre attendant，a toothjless old 
skeleton，he left me to settle the necessary arrangements。 As 
so0on 88 Bethmann had gone，fSchmale，the stage manager， 
shrugged his shoulders and smjled，assuring me that that wasg 
just the way of the director，to put everything on his back 
and trouble himself about nothing.， IThere he had been sitting 
for over an hour, discussing with 及 roge what shoud be put on 
next Sunday: it was all very well his starting Dom .Juwax，but 
how could he get a rehearsal carried out，when the Merseburg 
town bandsmen，who formed the orchestra，would not come 
over on Saturday to rehearse 4 

All the time Schmale kept reaching out thbrough the open 
Window to 8 cherry tree from which he piceked and persistently 
ate the frult，ejecting the stones with a disagreeable nolse. 
Now it was this last circumstance in partiecujar which decided 
me; for，strange to say，I have an innate aversion from fruit. 
工 mnformed the stage manager tbhat he need not trzoubjle at al 
about Dom va for Sunday，since for my parb 过 they bad 
reckoned on my making my first appearance at this perform- 
ance， 工 must anyhow disappoint the director，as 工 had no 
choice but to return at once to Leipzig，where 工 had to put my 
affairs in order。 Ihis polite manner of tendering my absolute 
refusal to accept the appointment 一 a conclusion 工 had quick]ly 
arrived at in my own Imind 一 forced me to practlse some dis- 
Simulation，and made it necessary for me to appear 88 这 工 
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realy had some other purpose in coming to Lauchst8&dt。 This 
pretence in itself was quite unnecessary， seeing that 工 was quite 
determined never to return there again. 

People offered to heljp me in fnding a lodging,，and a young 
actor Whom 工 had chanced to know at Wiirzburg Undertook 
to be my gulide in the matter. While he was taking me to the 
best lodging he knew，he told me that presently he would do 
me the kindness of making me the housemate of tbhe prettiest 
and nicest girl to be found in the place at the time。 She was 
the ]unior lead of the company，Mademoiselle Minna 了 laner， 
of whom doubtiess 工 had already heard. 

As luck would have it，the promised damsel met us at the 
door of the house in question。 Her appearance and bearing 
formed the most striking contrast possible to al the unpleasant 
impresslon8 of the thbeatre which it had been my lot to receive 
on this fateful morning. ooking very charming and fresh， 
the young actress'e general manner and movements were full 
of a_ certain majesty and grave assSUrance Which lent an agree- 
able and captivating air of dignity to her otherwise pleasant 
expression。 Her scrupulously clean and tidy dress completed 
the startjing effect of the unexpected encounter. After 工 had 
been introduced to her in the hall as the new conducetor，and 
after she had done regarding with astonishment the stranger 
Who seemed 80 young for such 8a title，she recommended me 
kindjy to the landlady of the house，and begged that 工 might 
be well looked after; whereupon she walked proudly and se- 
renely across the street to her rehearsal]. 

Tengaged a room on the spot agreed to Don ya for Sunday， 
Tegretted greatly that 工 had not brought my luggage with me 
from Leipzig，and hastened to return thither as qulickly as 
possible in order to get baecek to Lauchstadt all the sooner。 工 bhe 
die was cast。 The serious side of life at once confronted me 
in the form of significant experiences。 At Leipzig 工 had to 
take a furtive leave of Laube， At the instance of Prussia he 
had been warned o 企 Saxon soil，and he half guessed at the 
meaning which was to be attached to this move。， The time of 
undisguised reaction against the Liberal movement of the early 
thirties had set in : the fact that Laube was concerned in no 
sort of political work，but had devoted himsejf merely to 
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literary activity，always aiming simply at ssthetice objects， 
made the action of the police quite incomprehensible to ms 
for the time being. Ihe disgusting ambiguity with which the 
Leipzig authorities answered al hig question8s as to the cause 
of his expulsion 8oon gave him the strongest susplclons 88 to 
what their iptentions towards him actually were. 

Leipzig，as the scene of his literary labours，being inestim- 
ably precious， it mattered greatly to him to keep within reach 
of it My friend Apel owned a fne estate on Prussian 8soi], 
within but a few hours' distance of Leipzig，and we conceived 
the wish of seeing 工 aube hospitably harboured there. My 
friend，who without infringing the legal stipulations was in 8a 
position to give the persecuted man a place of refuge，immedi- 
ately 8ssented，and with great readiness，to our desire，bnut 
confessed to us next day，after having communicated with his 
family，that he thought he might ineuT some unpleasantnesses 
if he entertained Laube。 At this the latter smijiled，and in a 
manner 工 shall never forget，though 工 have noticed in the 
course of my jlife that the expression which II then saw in his 
face wa8s one Which has often fitted over my own features. 
He took his leave，and in a short time we heard that he had 
been arrested，owing to having Undertaken fresh proceedings 
against former Imembers of the Burschensehaft (Students” 
League)，and had been lodged in the municipal prison at 
Berlin.。 工 had thus had two experlences whlich weighed me 
down like lead, so 工 packed my scanty portmanteau， took leave 
of my mother and sister，and，with a stout heart，started on 
my career 388 8 conductor. 

In order to be able to look upon the little room under Minna':s 
lodging as my newW home， 工 was {forced also to make the best 
of Bethmann'g theatrical enterprise。 As 8a matter of fact，8a 
performance of Dom Juwam was given at once, for the director， 
who prided himself on being a connoisseur of things 8rtistic， 
sUggested that opera to me as one with which it would be wise 
for an aspiring young artist，of 8 good family，to Imake his 
d6but. JDespite the fact that，apart from some of my own 
instrumental compositions， 工 had _ never yet conducted，and 
least of all in opera，the rehearsal and the performance went 
0 企 fairly well Only once or twice did discrepanclies appear 
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in the recitative of Donna Anna; yet this did not involve me 
in any kind of hostility，and when 工 took my place unabashed 
and calm for the produetion of Zenpacz 了 aqgaptunds，which 
I 工 hadqd practised "Very thoroughly，the people generally seemed 
to have gained full confdence in the theatre's new acquisition. 

The faet that 工 submitted without bitterness and even with 
8s0me cheerfulness to thbis unworthy use of my musical talent， 
wa8 due less to my taste being at this period，as 工 called itb 
in its salad days，than to my intercourse with Minna 了 Planer， 
who was employed in that magic trife as thbe Amorous 上 airy. 
Jndeed, in the midst of this dust-cloud of frivolity and vul]- 
garity，she always seemed very much like a fairy, thbe reasong of 
whose descent into this giddy whirl，which of a truth seemed 
neither to carry her away nor even to affect her，remained an 
absolute mystery. or while I could discover nothing in the 
opera singers 88ve the familiar stage caricatures and grimaces， 
this fair actress differed wholly from those about her in her 
unaffected soberness and dainty modesty，8as also in the absence 
of al theatrical pretence and stiltedness。 There was only one 
young man whom I could place beside Minna on the ground 
of qualities like those 工 recognised in her. This fellow was 
Eriedrich Schmitt，who had only just adopted the stage 8a8 8 
career in the hope of making a “hit ”in opera, to which，as the 
possessor of an excellent tenor voice，he felt himself called. 
He too differed from the rest of the company，especially in 
the earnestness which he brought to bear upon his studies 
and his work in general: the soulful manly piteh of his chest 
voice，his clear，noble enunceiation and intelligent rendering of 
his words，have always remained as standards in my memory. 
Owing to the fact that he wa8 wholly devoid of tbheatrical 
talent，8and acted clumsily and awkwardljy，8 check was 80on 
put to his progress，but he always remained dear to me 88 8 
clever and original man of trustworthy and upright character 
一 my only assoclate. 

But my dealings with my kind housemate 8oon became 8 
cherished habit，while she returned the ingenuously impetuous 
advances of the conductor of one-and-twenty with a certain 
tolerant astonishment which， remote as it was from all 
coquetry and ulterior motives，s0on made familiar and friendly 
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intercourse possible with her. When，one evening,，I returned 
late to my ground-foor room, by climbing thbrough the window， 
for I 工 had no latch-key，the noise of my entry brought Minna 
to her window just over mine。 Standing on my window ledge 
I 工 begged her to alow me to bid her good-night once Inore. 
She had not the slightest objection to this，but declared tt 
must be done from the window，8a8 she aljways had her door 
locked by the people of the house，and nobody could get in 
that way。 She kindqly faeilitated the handshake by leaning 
far out of her window, so that I could take her hand as I stood 
on my ledge. When later on 工 had an attack of eryslipelas, 
from which I 工 often suffered, and with my face all swollen and 
frightfully distorted concealed myself from the world in my 
gloomy room，Minna visited me repeatedly，nursed me，and 
asstured me that my distorted features did not matter in the 
least On recovering，I paid her a _ visit and complained of a 
rash that had remained round my mouth，and which seemed 
80O unpleasant that 工 apologised for showing it to her. 工 his 
also she made light of IThen I inferred she would not give me 
8 kiss，whereupon she at once gave Ime prTactical proof that 
she did not shrink from that either. 

This was all done with a friendqly serenity and composure 
that had something almost motherly about it，and it was free 
from 8all suggestion of frivojity or of heartlessness。 JIn 8a few 
weeks the company had to leave Lauchstaidt to proceed to 
Rudojlstadt and fulfl a special engagement there。， 工 was par- 
ticujarly anxious to make this journey，which in thbose days 
was an arduous Undertaking，in Minna's company，and if onjy 
I had succeeded in getting my well-earned salary duly paid by 
Betbmann，nothing woud have hindered the fulfilment of my 
wish But in this matter 工 encountered exceptional di 伍 culties， 
which in the course of eventful years grew in chronie fashion 
into the strangest of allmentes. 卫 ven at 工 auchstidt 工 had 
discovered that there was only one man who drew his salary 
in full，namely the bass 及 neiselj，whom 工 had seen smoking his 
pipe beside the couch of the director's lame wife 工 was 
asstred that 过 工 cared greatiy about getting some of my w8ges 
from time to time， 工 could obtain this favour only by paying 
court to Mme。 Bethmann。 This time 工 preferred once more 
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to appeal to my family for heljp，and therefore travelled to 
Rudolstadt thbrough Leipzig，where，to the sad astonigshment 
of my mother，I had to replenish my coffer with the necessary 
supplies。 On the way to Leipzig I had travelled with Apel 
through his estate，he having {fetehed me from Lauchstaidt for 
the purpose。 也 is arrival was fxed in my memory by a nolsy 
banquet which my wealthy friend gave at the hotel in my 
honour。 It was on thbis occasion that 工 and one of the other 
guests succeeded in completely destroying aa huge，massively 
built Dutech-tile stove，such as we had in our room at thbe lnn。 
Next morning none of us could understand how it had happened. 

It was on this journey to Rudolstadt tbat 工 first passed 
through Weimar，where on a rainy day I stroled with euriosity， 
but without emotion，towards Goethe's house。 工 had pictured 
something rather different，and thought should experience 
livelier impressione from the active theatre life of Rudolstadt; 
to which 工 felt strongly attracted， In spite of the facet that 工 
was not to be conductor myself, tbhis post having been entrusted 
to the leader of the royal orchestra，who had been specially 
engaged for our performances，yet 工 was so fully occupied with 
rohearsals for the many operag and musical comedies required 
to regale the frivolous publie of the principajity that 工 found 
no lelsure for excursions into the charming regions of this little 
land. JIn addition to these severe and ill-paidq labours，two 
passlon8 held me chained during the six weeks of my stay in 
了 udolstadt. 工 hese were， first，a longing to write the libretto 
of Zaebesyerpoty 8and secondly，my growing attachment to 
Minna。 It is true, 工 sketehed out a mnusical composition about 
thls time，8 8ymphony in 卫 major，whose first movement 
(3 徐 time) 工 completed as a separate piece. As regards style 
and design，this work was suggested by Beethoven's Seventh 
and 卫 ighth Symphonies，and，so far as I can remember， 
工 should have had no need to be ashamed of it，had I 工 been 
able to compjete it，or keep the part 工 had actually fnished. 
But 工 had already begun at this time to form the opinion 
that，to produce anything fresh and truly noteworthy in 
the realm of symphony，and according to Beethoven”s methods， 
wa8 8an lmnpossibility.。 Whereas opera，to which 工 felt in- 
wardljy drawn，though 工 had no real example I wished to 
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copy,， presented itself to my mind in varied and alluring shapes 
as 8 most faseinating form of art。、 Thus，amid manifold and 
passionate agitations，and in the few leisure hours which were 
left to me，I completed the greater part of my operatice poem， 
taking infinitely more pains，both as regards Words and versif- 
cation，than with the text of my earlierz Eee Moreover， 工 
found myself possessedq of incomparably greater 8&8sUTance in 
the arrangement and partial invention of situations 志 ban when 
writing that earlier work. 

On the other hand, I now began for the first timne to exzperlence 
the cares and worTries of a lover's jealousy. A_ change，to me 
inexplicable，manifested itself in Minna”s hitherto unaffected 
and gentle manner towards me It appears that my artless 
sojlicitations for her favour，by which at that time 工 meant 
nothing serious, and in which a man of the world would merely 
have seen the exuberance of a youthful and easily satisfied 
infatuation，had given Trise to certain remarks and comments 
upon the popuar actress。 工 was astonished to learn, first from 
her reserved manner，and later from her own lips, that she felt 
compelled to inquire into the seriousness of my intentions，8and 
to consider their consequences。 She was at that time，88 工 
had already discovered，on very intimate terms with 8& young 
nobleman，whose acquaintance 工 frst made iD 工 auchst&dt， 
Where he used to visit her. 工 had ajready reallisged on that 
occasion that he was unfeignedly and cordqially attached to.her ; 
in fact, in the circele of her friends she was regarded as engaged 
to 也 err von O.，although 1t was obvious that marriage W88 out 
of the question，as the young lover was quite without means， 
and owing to the high standing of his family it was essentiaj] 
that he should sacrifice himself to a marriage of convenience， 
both on account of his soclal position and of the career Which 
he woud have to adopt. During this stay at Rudolstadt 
Minna appears to have gathered certain information on thls 
point which troubled and depressed her，thus rendering her 
more inclined to treat my impetuous attempts at courtship 
with cool reserve. 

After mature deliberation 工 recognised that，in any case， 
了 ozg Zairope, 4rdzgjello, and Zaebesyerbot could not be pro- 
duced at 了 及 udqolstaqt; but it was a very different matter for 
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the Zee 4morosg，wWith its merry theatrical mood，and an 
五 prlacler Birger 开 2dG to seek 8a decent livelihood。 Therefore， 
greatly discouraged， 工 proceeded to accentuate the more ex- 
travagant situations of my Zaepesverbot by rioting with a few 
comrades in the 8ausage-scented atmosphere of the Rudolstadt 
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or less into contact with the vice of gambling，although on this 
occaslon it on]y cast temporary fetters about me in the very 
harmjless form of the dice and roulette-tables out on the open 
market-place. 

We were looking forward to the time when we should leave 
卫 udolstadt for the half-yearly winter season at the capital， 
Magdeburg，mainly because 工 should there resume my place 
at the head of the orchestra，and might in any case count on 
8 better reward for my musical efforts。 But before returning 
to Magdeburg 工 had to endure a trying interval at Bernburg， 
where Bethmann，the director，in addition to his other Under- 
takings，had also promised sundry theatrical performances。 
During our brief stay in the town 工 had to arrange for the 
presentation，with a mere fraction of the company，of sever8l 
-Operas，which were again to be conducted by the royal con- 
ductor of the place。 Bnut in addition to these professional 
labours， 工 had to endure such a meagre，ill-provided and grie- 
vously farclcal existence 88 Was enough to disgust me， 这 not 
for ever，at any rate for the time being，with the wretched 
profession of a theatrical conductor。 Yet 工 survived even this， 
and Magdeburg was destined to lead me eventually to the real 
glory of my adopted profession. 

The sensation of sitting in command at the very conductor's 
desk from which, not many years before, the great master iihn- 
lein had so moved the perplexed young enthusiast by the weighty 
wisdom of his musical directorship，was not without its charm 
ior me, and, indeed, II very quickly succeeded in obtaining per- 
fect confidence in conducting an orchestra。 工 was 80on 8 je 六 
so14 gr7ato with the excellent musicians of the orchestra。 Their 
splendidq combination in spirited overtures，which，especially 
towards the fnale, I generaly took at an unbeard-of speed, often 
earned for ug all the intoxicating applause of the public。 The 
achievemente of my fiery and often exuberant zeal won Ime 
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recognition from the singers，and were greeted by the audience 
with rapturous appreciation. As in Magdeburg，at least in 
those days，the art of theatrical criticism was but slightly de- 
veloped,， this universal satisfactlon was 8 great encouragement， 
and at the end of the first hbree months of my Magdeburg 
conductorship 工 felt sustained by the ftattering and comfort- 
ing 8a8surance that 工 was one of the bigwigs of opera。 Under 
these circumstances， Schmale，the stage manager，who has 
been my good friend ever since，proposed a special gala per- 
formance for New Year'8 Day，which he felt sure would be 
8 triumph。 工 was to compose the necessary Imusic。 Thig was 
Very 8peedily done; 8a rousing overture，8several melodramas 
and chorusegs Were 8ll greeted with enthusiasm，and brought 
us such ample applause thbat we repeated the performance with 
great success，although such repetitions after the actual gala 
day were quite contrary to Usage. 

With the new year (1835) there came a decisive turning- 
point in my life。 After the rupture between Minna and my- 
self at Rudolstadt，we had been to some extent lost to one an- 
other; but our friendship was resumed on ouUr meeting again 
in Magdqeburg; this time，however， it remained cool and pur- 
posely indifferent. When she first appeared in the town，a 
year before，her beauty had attracted considerable notice，and 
II now learned that she was the object of great attention from 
several young noblemen，and had shown herself not unmoved 
by the compliment implied by their visits。 Although her repu- 
tation，tbanks to her absolute discretion and self-respect，re- 
mained beyond reproach，my objection to her receliving such 
attentiong grew very strong，owing posslbljy，in some degree， 
to the memory of the sorrows 工 had endured in Pachta?s house 
in Prague。 Although Minna assured me that the conduet of 
these gentlemen was much more discreet and decent than that 
of theatre-goers of the bourgeols class，and especially than that 
of certain young Inusical conductors，she never succeeded 识 
soothing thbe bitterness and inslstence with which 工 protested 
against her acceptance of such attentions。 So we spent three 
unhappy months in ever-increasing estrangement，and at the 
Same time，in half-frantie despair， 工 pretended to be fond of 
the most undesirable associatgs，and acted in every wW8y with 
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such blatant levity that Minna，as she told me afterwards, 
was fled with the deepest anxiety and solicitude concerning 
me.。 Moreover，as the ladies of the opera company were not 
slow to pay ceourt to their youthfu conductor，and especialy 
a8 one young woman，whose reputation was not spotless，openly 
set her cap at me，fthis anxiety of Minna's seems at last to 
have culminated in a definite decisgion。 工 hit upon the idea 
of treating the 6late of our opera company to oysters and punch 
in my own room on New Years 了 ve Ihe married couples 
were jinvited，and then came the question whether raulein 
Planer would consent to take part in such a festivity. She 
accepted quite ingenuousljy，and presented herself，as Deatly 
and becomingly dressed as ever，in Iny bachelor apartments， 
where things soon grew pretty lively. 工 had already warned 
my landqlord that we were not likely to be very quiet，and 
reassUred him as to any possible damage to his furniture. 
What the champagmne failed to accomplish，the punch event- 
ually succeeded in doing; all the restraintes of petty conven- 
tionality，which the company usually endeavoured to observe， 
were cast aside，giving place to an Unreserved demeanour 
al round，to which no one objected. And then it was that 
Minna's queenly dignity distingulshed her from all her com- 
panions。 She never lost her self-respect; and whilst no one 
ventured to take the slightest liberty with her，every one very 
clearly recognised the simpjle candour with which she responded 
to my kindly and solieltous attentions. Ihey could not fail 
to see thbat the link existing between us was not to be compared 
to any ordinary /10tsox，and we had the satisfaction of seeing 
the fighty young lady who had so openly angled for me fall 
into 8 ft over the discovery， 

From that time onward I remained permanently on the best 
of terms with Minna. 工 do not believe that she ever felt any 
sort of passion or genuline love for me，or，indeed，that she 
wa8 capable of such a thing，and I can therefore only describe 
her feeling for me as one of heartfelt goodwill，and the sin- 
cerest desire for my success 8nd prosperity，inspired as she was 
with the kindest sympathy，and genuine delight at，and ad- 
miration for，my talents。 All this at last became part of her 
nature.。 She obviously had a very favourable opinion of my 
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abilities，though she was surprised at the rapidity of my suc- 
cess。 My eccentric nature，which she knew so wel how to 
humour pleasantly by her gentleness，stimulated her to the 
continual exercise of the power, so fattering to her own vanity， 
and_ without ever betraying any desire or ardour herself，she 
never met my impetuous advances with coldness. 

At the Magdeburg theatre 工 had already made the acquaint- 
ance of a very interesting woman called Mme， 了 Haas. She 
was an actress，no longer in her frst youth，and played so- 
called “chaperone's parts.” TIhis lady won my sympathy by 
telling me she had been friendly ever since her youth with 
Laube，in whose destiny she continued to take a heartfelt and 
cordial interest。 She was clever，bnut far from happy，and an 
Unprepossessing exterior，which with the lapse of years grew 
more Uninviting，did not tend to make her any happier， She 
lived in meagre circumstances，wWith one child，and appeared 
to _ remember her better qdqays with a bitter grief.， My first visit 
to her was paid merejly to inquire after 地 aube”s fate, but 工 soon 
became 8a frequent and familiar caller. As she and Minna 
speedily became fast friends，we three often spent pleasant 
evenings talking together. But when，later on，8a certain jea]- 
ousy manifested itself on the part of the elder woman towards 
the younger，our confdential relations were Imore or less dis- 
turbed, for it particularly grieved me to hear Minna's talents 
and mental gifts criticlsed by the other One evening 工 had . 
promised Minna to have tea with her and Mme. Haas，but 工 
had thoughtlessly promlsed to go to a whist party first This 
engagement 工 purposely prolonged，much as it wearied mme， 
in the deliberate hope that her companion 一 who had already 

own jirksome to me 一 mlght have left before my arrival. 

he only way 记 which 工 could do thls was by drinking hard， 
80 hat 工 had the very unusual experlience of rising from 8a sober 
whist party in 8& compjletely fuddled condition，into which 工 
had imperceptibly fallen，and in which 工 refused to believe. 
This incredulity deluded me into keeping my engagement for 
tea， althbough it ws 8o late， To my intense disgust the elder 
woman Was still there when 工 arrived，and her presence at 
once had the effect of rousing my tipsiness to 8 violent out- 
break ; for she seemed astonished at my rowdy and unseemjy 
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behaviour，and made several remarks upon jit intended for 
jokes，whereupon 工 scoffed at her in the coarsest manner，80 
that she immediately left the house in high dudgeon。 工 had 
still sense enough to be conscious of Minna's astonished laughter 
at Iy outrageous conduct。 As 8oon 88 she realised，however， 
that my condition was such as to render my removal impossible 
without great commotion, she rapidly formed a resolution which 
must indeed have cost her an effort，though it was carried out 
with the utmost calmness and good-humour， She did all she 
could for me，and procured me tbe necessary relief，and when 
I sank into & heavy slumber，unhesitatingly resigned her own 
bed to my use。 工 here 1 slept until awakened by the wonderfu] 
grey of dawn。 On recognisging where 工 was, 工 at once reajlised 
and grew ever more convinced of thbe fact that this morning'8 
sunrise Inarked the starting-point of an infinitely momentous 
period of my life， IThe demon of care had at last entered into 
my existence. 

Without any light-hearted jests，without gaiety or joking of 
8nDy descriptiony we breakfasted quietly and decorously together， 
and at an hour when, in view of the compromising circumstances 
of the previous evening，we could set out without attracting un- 
due notice, I set o 企 with Minna for a long walk beyond the eity 
gates。， Ihen we parted，and from that day forward freely and 
openly gratified our desires as an acknowledged pair of lovers. 

TIhe peculiar direction which my musical activities had grad- 
ually taken continued to receive ever fresh impetus，not only 
from the successes，but also from the disasters which about this 
time befell my efforts。 工 produced the overture to my Feem 
with very satisfactory resujts at a concert given by the Logen- 
gesellschaft，and thereby earned considerable applause， On 
the other hand, news came from Leipzig confrming the shabby 
action of the directors of the theatre in that place with regard 
to _ the promlsed presentation of this opera. 了 But，happily 
for me， 工 had begun the music for my Zebpesvyerpot an oc- 
cupation whlich so absorbed my thoughts that 工 lost all inter- 
est in the earjier work，and abstained with proud indifference 
from all further effort to secure its performance 积 Leipzig. 
工 he success of its ovezrture alone amply repaid me for the com- 
position of my first opera. 
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Meanwhile，in spite of numerous other distractions，I found 
time，during the brief six months of thisg theatrical season in 
Magdeburg，to complete a large portion of my new opera，be- 
sides doing other work。 工 ventured to introduce two duets 
from lt at & concert given in the theatre，and their reception 
encouraged me to proceed hopefully with the rest of thbe opera. 

During the second half of thils season my friend Apel came 
to sun himself enthusiasticajly in the splendour of my musical 
directorship. He had written a drama，Coltu7mupLs，which 工 
recommended to our management for production。 Thbis was 8 
peculiarly easy favour to win，88 Apel volunteered to have a 
new Scene，representing the Alhambra，painted at his own 
expense。 Besides tbhls，he proposed to effect many welcome 
improveIments in the condition of the actors taking part in his 
play; for，owing to the continued preference displayed by thbe 
directress for 及 neisel, thbe bass, they had all suffered very much 
from Uncertainty about their wages。 The piece itself appeared 
to me to contain much that was good. It desceribed the di 仁 - 
culties and struggles of the great navigator before he set sail 
on his frst voyage of discovery。 TIhe drama ended with the 
momentous departure of his ships from the harbour of Palos， 
an eplisode whose resujlts are known to al the world.， At my 
desire Apel submitted his play to my uncele Adolph，and even 
in his critical opinion lt was reImarkable for its lively and 
characteristie popular scenes。 On the other hand，a love ro- 
mance，whlich be had woven into the plot，struck me 38s un- 
necesSary and dull. In addition to a brief chorus for some 
Moors who were expelled from Granada，to be sung on their 
departure from thbe familliar home country, and a short orchestral 
plece by way of concjusion， 工 also dashed o 企 an overture for 
my friend's play。 工 sketched out the complete draft of thbis 
one evening at Minna' s house，whbile Apel was left free to talk 
to her as much and as loudly as he liked.。 Ihe effect thlsg com- 
position was caleculated to produce rested on 8 fundamental 
idea which was qulte simple，yet startljing in its development. 
Unfortunately 工 worked it out rather hurriedljy. JIn not very 
carefully chosen phrasing the orchestra w8s to represent the 
ocean，and，8as far as might be，the ship upon it.。 A forcible， 
patbetically yearning and aspiring theme was the only com- 
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prehensible idea amid the swirl of enveloping sound.， When 
the whole had been repeated，there was 8 sudden jump to a 
different theme in extreme Wuzitssl0，8accompanied by the 
swelling vibrations of the first violins，which was intended to 
represent aa 上 ata Morgana. 工 had secured three pairs of 
trumpets in different keys，in order to produce this exquisite， 
gradually dawning and seductive theme with the utmoast 
niceties of shade and variety of modulation。 Ihis was in- 
tended to represent the ljand of desire towards which the hero's 
eyes are turned, and whose shores seem continually to rise before 
him onjy to sink elusively beneath the waves, Until at last tbhey 
so8r in very deed above the western horizon，the crown of ajl 
his toil and searchb, and stand clearly and unmistakably revealed 
to all the sallors，& vast continent of the future. My six 
trumpets were noW to combine in one key，in order that the 
theme assigned to them might re-echo in glorious jubilation。 
amiliar as 工 was with the excellence of the Prussian regi- 
mental trumpeters，I could rely upon a startling effect，especi- 
ay in hbis coneluding passage。 My overture astonished every 
one，and was tumujltuousl]y applauded. The play itself，how- 
ever，wW8as acted without dignity. A conceited comedian, named 
Ludwlg Meyer，completely ruined the title part，for which he 
excused himself on the ground that，having to act 88 stage 
Ianager also，he had been unable to commit his lines to 
Imemory.。 Nevertheless，he managed to enrich higs wardrobe 
with several splendid costumes at Apels expense，wWearing 
tbem，8s Columbus，one after the other At all evente，Apel 
had lived to see 8 play of his own actually performed，and 
although tbis was Dever repeated，yet it afforded me an oppor- 
tunlity of increasing my personal popularity with the people of 
Magdeburg，as the overture was several times repeated at con- 
certs by speclal request. 

But the cbief event of this theatrical season occurred towards 
lts close。 induced Mme. Sochr5der-Devrient，who was staying 
in Lelipzlg, to come to us for a few special performances，when,， 
on two occaslon8s， 工 had the great satisfaction and stimulating 
experlience of mysejf conducting the operas in which she sang， 
and hus entering into immeqiate artistie collaboration with 
her. She appeared as Desdemona and 及 omeo。 In the latter 
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r6le particularly she surpassed herself，and kindjed a fresh 
fame ip my breast This visit brought us also into closer 
personal contact. So kindqly disposed and sympathetic did 
8he 8how herself towards me，tbat she even volunteered to 
lend me her services at 8 concert which 工 proposed to give for 
my own beneft，although thig woud necessitate her returing 
after 8& brief absence. Under circumstances 80 auspicious 工 
-could only expect the best possible resulte from my concert 
and in my situation at that time ites proceeds were 8 matter of 
vital importance to me My scanty salary from the Magde- 
burg opera_ company had become altogether illusory，being 
paid onjy in small and irreguar instalments，so that 工 could 
see but one way of meeting my daily exzpenses。 Ihese included 
frequent entertainment of a jlarge circle of friends， con- 
sisting of singers and players，and the situation had become 
unpleasantly accentuated by no small number of debts. True， 
工 did not know thbeir exact amount; but reckoned that 工 could 
at least form an advantageous， 和 过 indefinite，estimate of the 
suUm to be realized by my concert，whereby the two unknown 
quantities might balance each other. 工 therefore consoled 
my creditors with the tale of these fabulous recelpts，whbich 
were to pay them all in fu]ll the day after the concert。 工 even 
Went so far 88 to invite them to come and be paid at the hotel 
to which 工 had moved at the close of the season. 

And, indeed, thbere was nothing unreasonable in my counting 
on the highest imaginable recelpte，when supported by so great 
and popuUar a singer，who，moreover，was returning to Magde- 
burg on purpose for the event 工 consequently acted with 
reckjess prodigajlity 88 regards cost，launching out into 8 
manner of musical extravagance，such as engaging an excellent 
and much jarger orchestra，and arranging many Tehearsals. 
Unfortunate]y for me, however, nobody would believe that such 
8 famous actress，Whose time wa8 80 precious，would reajly 
return again to please a jlittle Magdeburg conductor. My7 
pompous announcement of her appearance was8 almost Uni- 
versally regarded 88 8& deceitfu manoeuvre，8nd people took 
offence at thbhe high prices charged for seate.， The result was 
that the hall was only very scantily flled，a fact which particu- 
jarly grieved me on account of my generous patroness。 了 er 
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promise 工 had never doubted。 Puncetually on the day appointed 
she reappeared to support me, and now bad the painful and un- 
accustomed experience of performing before a smajll audlience. 
上 ortunately，she treated the mmatter with great good-humour 
(which， 工 learned jater，wa88 prompted by other motives，not 
personally concerning me). Among several pieces she sang 
Beethoven's 4aderwide most exquisitely，wherein，to my own 
astonighment，I accompanied her on the piano。 But， alas! an- 
other and more unexpected mishap befell my concert，through 
ouUr Unfortunate selection of pieces。 Owing to the excessive 
Teverberation of the saloon in the Hotel The City of London， 
the noise was Unbearable。 My Columbus Overture，wWithb ite six 
trumpets, had early in the evening flled the audience with ter- 
ror; and now, at the end，came Beethoven's Scjracjlt pez 了 多- 
torta, for which, in enthusiastic expectation of limitless receipts， 
I 工 had provided every imaginable orchestral ljuxzury。 IThe fring 
of cannon and musketry was organised with the utmost elabora- 
tion, on both the French and English sides, by means of specially 
constructed and costly apparatus; while trumpets and bugles 
had been doubled and trebled. Then began a battje，suceh as 
has seldom been more cruelly fought in a concert-room。 The 
orchestra fung itself，so to speak，upon the scanty audience 
with such an overwhelming superiority of numbers that the 
latter speedily gave up all 包 ought of reslstance and lteraly 
took to flight. Mme， SSchroder-Devrient had kindqly taken a 
front seat，that she might hear the concert to an end. Much 
8a8 she may have been inured to terrors of this kind，thbis was 
more than she could stand，even out of friendship for me. 
When，therefore，the English made a fresh desperate assault 
upon the 上 rench position，she took to 好 ight，almost wringing 
her hands。 Her action became the signal for a panlc-stricken 
stampede。 卫 very one rushed out; and Welljington s victory was 
fnaly celebrated in a confdential outburst between myself and 
the orchestra alone， 工 hus ended thbis wonderful musical festival. 
Sochroder-Devrient at once departed，deeply regretting the il- 
Success of her well-meant effort，and kindly left me to my fate. 

After seeking comfort in the arms of my sorrowing Sweet- 
heart and attempting to nerve myself for the morrow?8 battle， 
which did not seem likely to end in a victorious symphony, 工 
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returned next morning to the hotel， 工 found I could only reach 
Imy rooms by running the gauntlet between long rows of men 
and women in double fle，who had all been specially invited 
thbither for the settljement of their respective affairs。 Reserving 
the right to select individuals from among my visitors for 
separate interview， 工 first of all led in the second trumpeter 
of the orchestra，whose duty it had been to look after the cash 
and thbe music。 Erom his account 工 learned that，owing to the 
high fees which，in my generous enthusiasm， 工 had promised to 
the orchestra，a few more shilljings and sixpences would still 
have to come out of my own pocket to meet these charges 
alone。 When this was settjed, the position of affairs was plain. 
The next person I invited to come in was Mme. Gottschalk，a 
trustworthy Jewess，with whom 工 wanted to come to some arT- 
Tangement respecting the present crlsls。 She percelved at once 
that more thbhan ordinary help was required in this case，bnut 
did not doubt that 工 should be able to obtain it from my 
opUent connectionsg in Leipzig. She Undertook，therefore，to 
appease the other creditors with tranquillislng assurances，8and 
Tailed，or pretended to rail， against their indecent conduet with 
great vigour。 Ihus at last we succeeded，though not without 
some di 佳 culty，in making the corridor outside my door once 
Imore passable. 

The thbeatrical season Was noW over，oUT company on the 
point of dissolution，and 工 myself free from my appointment. 
But meanwhile the unhappy director of our theatre had passed 
from 8a state of chronie to one of acute bankruptey， He paid 
with paper money，that ls to 8ay，with whole sheets of box- 
tickets for performances which he guaranteed should take Place. 
By dint of great craft Minna managed to extract Some profit 
even from these singular treasury-bonds。 She was living at 
thls time most frugally and economically。 Moreover，8a8 the 
dramatice company still continued its efforts on behalf of its 
members 一 only the opera troupe having been dissolved 一 she 
remained at the theatre. Ihu，when 工 started out on Imy 
compulsory return to Lelpzlg，she saw me of with hearty good- 
Wishes for our speedy reunion，promising to spend the next 
holidqays in visiting her parents in Dresden，on which occasion 
she hoped also to look me up in Leipzig. 
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Thus it came about that early in May 工 once more went 
home to my own folk，in order tbhat after thisg abortive first 
attempt at civie independence， 工 might fnally lift the load of 
debt with which my efforts in Magdeburg had burdened me. 
An intelligent brown poodqle faithfully accompanied me，and 
was entrusted to my family for food and entertainment as the 
only visible property I 工 had acquired. Nevertheless, my mother 
and Rosalie succeeded in founding good hopes for my future 
career Upon the bare fact of my being able to conduct an 
orchestra。 To me，on the other hand, the thought of returning 
once more to my former life with my family was very discomfit- 
ing. My relation to Minna in partiecular spurred me on to re- 
sume my interrupted career 88 speedily as possible。 The great 
change whlich had come over me in this respect was more 8p- 
parent than ever when Minna spent a few days with me ip 
Leipzig on her way home. Her familiar and genial presenoe 
proclaimed that my days of parental dependence were past 
and gone.。 We discussed the renewal of my Magdeburg engage- 
ment, and 工 promised her an early visit in Dresden。 I 工 obtained 
permission from my mother and sister to invite her one evening 
to tea, and in this way 工 introduced her to my family。 Rosalie 
sa8W 8t once how matters stood with me，but made no further 
use of the discovery than to tease me about being in love， To 
her the affair qid not appear dangerous; but to me things 
wore 8 Very different aspect，for this ljove-lorn attachment wa8 
entirely in keeping with my independent spirit，and my ambi- 
tion to win myself 8a place in the world of art. 

My distaste for Leipzig itself was furthermore strengthened 
by a _ change which occurred there at this time in the realm of 
music。 At tbe very time that T, in Magdeburg，was attempting 
to make my reputation 8s 8 musical conducetor by thoughtless 
submjssion to the frivolous taste of the day，Mendelssohn- 
Bartholdy was conducting the Gewandhaus concerts，and in- 
augurating 8 momentous epoch for himself and the musical 
taste of Leipzig. His infuence had put an end to the simple 
ingenuousness with which the Leipz 兹 publie had hitherto 
judged the productions of its socliable subscription concerts。 
Through the infuence of my good old frienqd Pohlenz，who was 
not yet altogether laid on the shelf， 工 managed to produce my 
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Co1mupDts Overture at a benefit concert given by the favourite 
young 8inger，Livia Gerhart， But, to my amazement， 工 found 
that the taste of thbe musical publie in Leipzig had been given 
8 _ different bent which not even my rapturously applauded 
overture，with ite brilliant combination of six trumpets，could 
infuence. 工 hig exzperience deepened my dislike of everything 
approaching & classica] tone, in which sentiment 工 found myself 
in compjlete accord with honest 下 ohlenz，who sighed good- 
naturedly over the downfall of the good old times. 

Arrangements for a mnusical festival at Dessau， under Fried- 
Tieh Schneiders conductorship，offered me 8a On chance 
of quitting Leipzlig. or this journey，which could be per- 
formed on foot in seven hours， 工 had to procure a passport 
for eight days。 Ihis document was destined to play an impor- 
tant part in my life for many years to come;j for on sever8al 
occasions and in various 了 uropean countries it was the only 
paper 工 possessed to prove my identity. JIn fact，owing to 
my evasion of mijlitary duty in Saxony, 工 never again succeeded 
in obtaining &a regular pass until 工 was appointed musical 
conductor in Dresden。 工 derived very little artistie pleasure 
or benefit of any kind from this occasion; on the contrary， 
it g&ve 8 fresh impetus to my hatred of the classical。 工 heard 
Beethoven:s Symphony in C minor condueted by a man whose 
physiognomy，resembling that of a drunken satyr，flled me 
with unconquerable disgust。 JIn spite of an interminable row 
of contrabassi，with which a conducetor usually coquettes at 
Imuslcal {festivals，his performance was 80 expressionless and 
inane that 工 tured away in disgust as from an alarming and 
repulsive problem, and desisted from all attempts to explain the 
impassable gulf which，as 工 again perceived，yawned between 
my own vivid and imaginative conception of this work and 
the only living presentations of it which I 工 hadq ever heard. 
But for the present my tormented spirite were cheered and 
calmed by hearing the classical Schneider's oratorio 4psalomm 
rendered as an absolute burlesque. 

It was in Dessau that Minna had made her frst dbbut on the 
stage, and while thbere 工 heardq her spoken of by frivolous young 
men in the tone usual in such circles when discussing young 
and beautiful actresses。 My eagerness iD contradicting thbis 


A JOURNEY WIIH MINNA 125 


chatter and confounding the scandalmongers revealed to me 
more clearly hban ever the strength of the passion which drew 
Ime to ber. 

I tberefore returned to Leipzig without calling on my rela- 
tives，and there procured means for an immediate journey to 
Dresden。 On the way (the journey was stil performed by 
express coach ) T met Minna，accompanied by one of her sisters， 
already on the way back to Magdeburg. Promptly proceuring 
a posting ticket for the return journey to Leipzig，I actualy 
set o 仓 thither with my dear girl; but by the time we reached 
the next station 工 bad succeeded in persuading her to tarn 
back with me to Dresden.。 By this time the mail-coach was 
far ahead of us，and we had to travel by special post-ehaise. 
This lively bustling to and fro seemed to astonish the two 
girlsg，and put them into high spirite。 工 he extravagance of 
my conduct had evidently roused them to the expectation of 
adventures，and it now behoved me to fulfil tbi8 exzpectation。 
Procuring from a Dresden acquaintance the mnecessary cash， 
工 conducted my two lady friends through the Saxon Alps， 
where we spent several right merry days of innocent and youth- 
ful gaiety. Only once was this disturbed by a passing fit of 
jealousy on my part，for whieh，indeed，there was Do occasion， 
but which fed iteelf in my heart on 8 nervous apprehension 
of the future，and upon the experience II had already gained 
of womenkind.， Yet，despite this blot，our excursion stil 
lingers in my memory 88 thbe sweetest and almost sole remem- 
brance of unalloyed happiness in the whole of my jlife as a young 
man。 One evening in partiecuarz stands out in bright relief， 
during which we sat together almost al night at the watering- 
place of Schandau in glorious summer weather.， JIndeed，my 
subsequent ljong and anxious connection with Minna，inter- 
woven 8a8 it wa8 with the most painful and bitter vicissitudes， 
has often appeared to me 88 8 persistently prolonged expiation 
of the brief and harmjless enjoyment of those few days. 

After accompanying Minna to Leipzig，whence she continued 
her journey to Magdeburg, 工 presented myself to my family, but 
told them nothing of my Dresden excursion。 工 now braced my 
energles， 38 though under tbe stern compulsion of a strange and 
deep sense of duty， to the task of making such arrangements 
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as Would speedily restore me to my dear one's side， To thils 
end & fresh engagemnent had to be negotiated with Director 
Betbmann for thbe coming winter season.， Unable to await the 
conclusion of our contraet in Leipzig, I availed myself of Laube?s 
presence at the baths in 玉 5sen，near Naumburg，to pay him 
& Visit。 aube had only recently been discharged from the 
Berlin municipal gaol，after a tormenting inquisition of nearly 
8 years duration。， On giving his parole not to leave thbe country 
until the verdict had been given，he had been permitted to 
retire to 及 0sen，from which place he，one evening，Ppaid us 8& 
secret visit in Leipzig. 工 can still call his woebegone 8ppear- 
ance to Imind. 了 e seemed hopelessly resigned，thbough he 
spoke cheerfully with regard to 8l his earlier dreams of 
better thbingg8; and owing to my own worries at that time 
about the critical state of my affairs，this impression still 
remains one of my saddest and most painful reeollections. 
While at 玉 bsen 工 showed him a good many of the verses 
for my Zazebesverbpot ,and although he spoke coldly of my pre- 
sUumption in wishing to write my own libretto， 工 was slightly 
encouraged by his appreciation of my work. 

Meanwhile 工 impatiently avwaited letters from Magdeburg. 
Not that 工 had any doubt as to the renewal of my engage- 
ment;j on tbhe contrary， 工 bad every reason to regard myself as 
8 good acquisition for Bethmann; but Ifelt as though nothing 
which tended to bring me nearer to Minna could move fast 
enough. As soon 8as 工 received the necessary tidings, 工 hurried 
away to make al needfu] arrangements on the spot for ensuring 
8 Imagnificent success in the coming Magdeburg operatie season. 

工 hrough the tireless munificence of the 及 ing of Prussia fresh 
and fnal asslistance had been granted to our perennially bank- 
rupt theatrical director。 His Majesty had assligned a not incon- 
siderabje sum to 8 committee consisting of substantial Magde- 
burg ecitizens， 8a8 8 subsidy to be expended on the theatre under 
Bethmann's management What this meant，and the respect 
with which 工 thereupon regarded the artistie conditions of 
Magdeburg，may be best imagined 计 one remembers the 
Deglectedq and forlorn surroundings amlid which such provincial 
theatres usually drag out their lives。 工 offered at once to under- 
take a long journey in search of good operatic singers。 工 said 
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I would fnd the means for this at my owa risk，and the only 
guarantee 工 demanded from the management for eventual reim- 
bursement wa88 that they should assign me the proceeds of a 
future benefit performance。 This offer was gladly accepted， 
and ip pompous tones the director furnished me with the 
necessaryY powers，8and Imoreover gave me his parting bjessing. 
During this brief interval 工 lived once more in intimate com- 
munion with Minna 一 who now had her mother with her 一 and 
then took fresh leave of her for my venturesome enterprise. 

But when 工 got to Leipzig 工 found 1lt by no means easy to 
procure the fundqds，so confdently counted on when in Magde- 
burg，for the expenses of my projected journey. Ihe glamour 
of the royal protection of Prussia for our thbeatrical Under- 
taking，whbich 工 portrayed in the liveliest colours to my good 
brother-in-]aw Brockhaus, quite failed to qdqazzle him, and it was 
at the cost of great pains and humiliation that 工 fnally got 
Imy ship of discovery under weigh. 

工 waa naturally drawn first of all to my old wonderland of 
Bohemia.。 Ihere 工 merely touched at Prague and，without 
visiting my lovely lady friends， 工 hurried forward so that 工 
might frst sample the opera company then playing for the sea- 
80on at 及 arlsbad.。 mpatient to discovez 88 many talente 88 工 
could as 8oon 88 possible，so as not to exhaust my funds to no 
purpose， 工 attended a performance of Za Dame 刀 1unc1e，sin- 
cerely hoping to find tbe whole performance first class。 But not 
until much later did 工 folly realise bow wretehed was the 
quajlity of all these singers。 工 selected one of them，&8 bass 
named Graf，who was singing Gaveston。 When in due course 
he made his d6but at Magdqeburg，he provoked so much wel]- 
founded dissatisfaction, that I could not fnd a word to say in 
reply to be mockery which this acquisition brought upon me. 

But the small success with whieh the real object of my tour 
was attended was counterbalanced by the pleasantness of the 
Journey itself. 工 he trip through 了 ger，over the Fichtel moun- 
talins，and the entry into Bayreuth，gloriously illuminated by 
the setting sun，have remained happy memories to this day. 

My next goal was Nuremberg，where my sister Clara and her 
husband were acting，and from whom 工 might reckon on Sound 
information as to the object of my search。 It was particularly 
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nice to be hospitably receivedq in my sister's house，where 工 
hoped to revive my somewhat exhausted means of travel 
JIn tbig hope 工 reckoned echiefy upon the sale of a snuff-box 
presented to me by a friend，which 工 bad secret reasons to 
suppose was Imade of platinum。 To this II could add a gold 
signet-ring，given me by my friend Apel for composing the 
overture to his Colwmmbxs.， The value of the snuf-box un- 
fortunateljy proved to be entirely imaginary; but by pawning 
thbese two jewels，the only ones 工 had left， 工 hoped to provide 
myself with the bare necessaries for continuing my journey 
to 上 rankfort It was to this8 place and the 了 hine distriet 
that the information 工 had gathered led me to direct my steps. 
Before leaving 工 persuadedq my sister and brother-in-law to 
accept engagements in Magdeburg; but 工 still lackedq a frst 
tenor and & Soprano，whom hitherto 工 had altogether failed 
to discover. 

My stay in Nuremberg was most agreeably prolonged 
through a renewed meeting with Sochrder-Devrient，who just 
at that time was fulflling a short engagement in that town。 
Meeting her again was like seeing the clouds disperse，which， 
since oUr last Dieeting，had darkened my artistie horizon. 

The Nuremberg operatic company had a very limited reper- 
toire，。 ”了 Besides ?delio they coud produce nothing save 
Dite chaezzerfama1le，a fact about which this great singer 
complained，as thbls was one of her first parts sung in early 
youth，for whbich she was hardly any ljonger suited,， and whbich， 
in addition, she had played ada ?auseam。 工 also looked forward 
to the performance of Drze cpazetzerjfanaz1ze with misgivings， 
and even With anxiety, for 工 feared lest this tame opera and the 
old-fashioned sentimental part of 了 mmeline would weaken 
the great impression thbe public，as well as myself，had formed 
up to that oment of the work of this sublime artist. 
Imagine，therefore，how deeply moved and astonished 工 was， 
on the evening of the performance, to find that it was in this 
Very part that 工 first realised the truly transcendental genius 
of this extraordinary woman。 TIhat anything so great 88 
her interpretation of the character of the Swiss mmaiden could 
not be handed down to posterity as 8 Imonument for al time 
can only be looked upon as one of the most sublime sacrifices 
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demanded by dramatic art，and as one of its highest manifesta- 
tion8s。 When，therefore，such phenomena appear，we cannot 
hold them in too great reverence，nor look Upon them as too 
88cred. 

Apart from all these new experiences which were to become 
of so muchb value to Imy whole life and to my artistie develop- 
ment，the impressions 工 received at Nuremberg，though they 
were 8pparently trivial in their origin，left such indelible traces 
on my mind，that they revived within me later on，though 
in quite a different and novel form.。 

My brother-in-law，Wolfram，was a great favourite with the 
Nuremberg theatrzical world; he was witty and sociable，and 
as such made himself much liked in theatrical circles。 On this 
occasion 工 received singularly delightful proofs of the spirit 
of extravagant gaiety manifested on these evenings at the inn， 
in which 工 also took part. A master carpenter，Dnamed Lauer- 
mann，8 little thick-set man，no longer young，of comical 
appearance and gifted only with the roughest dialect，was 
pointed out to me in one of the inng visited by our friends as 
one of those oddities who involuntarily contributed most to 
the amusement of the local wags。 Iauermann，it seems，im- 
agined himself an excellent singer，and as a result of thisg pre- 
sumption，evinced interest only in those in whom he thought 
he recognised a like talent. In spite of the fact that，owing 
to this singular peculiarity，he became the butt of constant 
jest and scornful mockery，he never failed to appear every 
evening among his laughter-loving persecutors。 So often had 
he been laughed at and hurt by their scorn，that 让 became 
very di 伍 cult to persuade him to give a display of his artistie 
skill，and this at last could only be effected by artfully de- 
vised traps，80 laid as to appeal to his vanity. My arrival 
88 8n Unknown stranger WwWa8 utilised for a manquvre of this 
kind。 How poor was the opinion they held of the unfortunate 
mastersinger'8 judgment was revealed when，to Imy great 
amazement，Imy brother-in-law introduced me to him as the 
great Italian singer，Lablache.、 To his credit 工 must confess 
that auermann surveyed me for a long time with incredulous 
distrust, and commented with cautious suspicion on my juvenile 
appearance，but especially on the evidently tenor character 
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of my voice。 But the whole art of these tavern associates and 
their principal enjoyment conslsted in leading this poor enthusi- 
ast to bejieve the inerediblie, a task on which they spared neither 
time nor pains. 

My brother-in-law succeeded in making the carpenter be- 
lieve that I， while recejiving fabulous sums for my perform- 
ances，Wished by & singular act of dissimulation，and by 
visiting publie inns, to withdraw from the general publice; and 
that，Ioreover，wWhben it came to a meeting between “auer- 
mann ”and“Lablache,，”the only real interest could be to hear 
Lauermann and not 工 ablache，seeing that the former had noth- 
ing to learn from thbe latter，but only Lablache from him。 So 
8ingular was the confliet between incredujlity，on the one hand， 
and keenly excited vanlity on the other，thbat fnally the poor 
carpenter became realjy attractive to me。 工 began to play the 
zole asslgned me with all the skill 工 could command，and after 
8 coUuple of hours，which were relieved by the strangest antics， 
we at last gained our end.。 Ihe wondrous mortal，whose fash- 
ing eyes had long been fxed on me in the greatest excitement， 
Worked his muscles in the peculiarly fantastie fashion which 
We 8Te 8&ccustomed to associate with a music-making automa- 
ton，the mechanism of which has been duly wound up: his 
lips quivered，his teeth gnashed，his eyes rolled convujlsively， 
until fnally there broke forth，in a hoarse oily voice an Uncom- 
mon]y trivial street-ballad. Ite delivery，accompanied by a 
regular movement of his outstretcehed thumbs behind the ears， 
and during which his fat face glowed the brightest red，was Un- 
happily greeted with 8a wild burst of laughter from al present， 
Which excited the unljucky master to the most furious wrath. 
With studied cruelty this wrath was greeted by those，who 
until then had shamelessly fattered bim，withb the most extrava- 
gant Inockery，Until the poor wretch at jast absolutely foamed 
withb rage. 

As he was leaving the inn amid a hail of curses from his 
infamous friends，an impulse of genuine pity prompted me 
to follow him，that 工 might beg his forgiveness and seek in 
s0me Way to pacify him，8a task all the more di 佳 cult since he 
Was especialy bitter against me as the latest of his enemies， 
and the one who had so deeply decelived his eager hope of 
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hearing the genuine Iablache. Neverthbeless， 工 succeeded in 
stopping him on the threshold ; and now the riotous company 
silently entered into an extraordinary conspiracey to induce 
Lauermnann to sing again that very evening. 再 ow thbey 
Ianaged thisg 工 can as little remember as 工 can call to mind 
the effect of the spirituous liquors 工 Imbibed。 JI any case, 工 
suspect that drink must eventually have been the means of sub- 
duing Lauermann, just as it also rendered my own recollections 
of tbhe wonderful events of that prolonged evening at the inn 
extremely vague. After Lauermann had for the second time 
suffered the same mockery,，the whole company felt itseljf bound 
to accompany the unhappy man to his bome.。 TIhey carried 
him thither in a wheelbarrow，which they found outside the 
house，and in this he arrived，in triumph，at his own door， 
in one of thbose marvellous narrow alleys peculiar to the old 
city.。 rau 工 auermann，who was aroused from slumber to 
receive her husband，enabled us，by her torrent of curses，to 
form some idea of the nature of their marital and domestie 
relations。 Mocekery of her husband's vocal talents was with 
her also a familiar theme;i but to this she now added the most 
dreadful reproaches for thbhe worthless scamps who，by encour- 
aging him in this delusion， kept him from profitably following 
his trade，and even led him to such scenes as the present one. 
Thereupon the pride of the suffering mastersinger reasserted 
itseljf ; for while hisg wife painfully assisted him to mount the 
stalrs，he harshljy denied her right to sit in judgment upon his 
vocal gifts，and sternly ordered her to be 8silent But even 
DowW thl8 wonderful night-adventure wa8 by no means OVer. 
The entire swarm moved once more in the direction of the inn. 
Before tbhe house，however，we found a number of fellows con- 
gregated，among them several workmen，against whom，owing 
to pollce regujations 8s to closing hours，the doors were shnut. 
But the regular guests of thbhe house，who were of our party， 
and who were on terms of old friendship with the host, thought 
that it was nevertheless permissible and possible to demand 
entrance。 工 he host was troubled at having to bar his door 
against friends，whose volces he recognised ; yet 让 was mneces- 
88Ty to prevent the new arTivals from forcing a way in with 
them。 Onut of this situation & mighty confusion arose，which， 
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what with shouting and clamour and an inexplicable grovwth in 
the number of the disputants，8soon assumed a truly demoniacal 
character。 It seemed to me 8as though in a few moments thbe 
whole town woud break into a tumujlt and 工 thought 工 should 
once Imore have to witness 8 revolution, the real origin of which 
no man coud comprehend。 Then suddenly 工 heard some one 
fall，and，as though by magic，the whole mass scattered in 
every direction。 One of the regular guestse，who was familiar 
with an ancient Nuremberg boxing trick，desiring to put an 
end to the interminable riot and to cut his way home through 
the crowd，gave one of the noislest shouters a blow with his 
fst between the eyes，]laying him senseless on the ground， 
though without seriously injuring him.。 And this it was that 
80 8peedily broke up the whole throng. Within little more 
than a minute of the most violent uproar of hundreds of human 
voices，Iy brother-in-law and 工 were able to strol arm-in-amm 
through the moonjlit streets，qnuietly jesting and laughing，on 
our Way home;j and then it was that，to my amazement and 
rellef，he informed me that he was accustomed to this sort of 
life every evening. 

At last，however，it became necessary seriously to attend 
to the purpose of my journey。 Only in passing did I touch at 
Wiirzburg for aa day.。 工 remember notbhing of the meeting 
with my relations and acquaintance beyond the melancholy 
visit to Eriederike Galvani already mentioned.。 On reaching 
rankfort 工 was oblliged to seek at once the shelter of a decent 
hotel，in order to await there the result of my solicitations for 
subsidies from the directorate of tbhe Magdeburg thbeatre。、 My 
hopes of securing the real stars of our operatie Undertaking 
Were formed with a view to 8 season at Wiesbaden，where， 工 
was told，a good operatie company was on the point of dis- 
solution。 工 found lt extremely di 人 鱼 cult to arrange the short 
journey thither; yet 工 managed to be present at a rehearsal 
of 玉 obext der TevfeL，in which the tenor Ereimiiller distin- 
guished himself. 工 interviewed him at once，and found him 
willing to entertain Iy proposals for Magdeburg. We con- 
cluded the necessary agreement，and 工 then returned with all 
speed to my headquarters, the Weidenbusch Hotel in Erankfort. 
There 工 had to spend another anxious week，during which 工 


DIFFICULTIES IN FRANKFORT 433 


waited in vain for the necessary travelling expenses to arrive 
from Magdeburg. TIo kill time 工 had recourse，among other 
things, to a large red pocket-book which 工 carried about with me 
in my portmanteau，and in which 工 eantered，with exacet details 
of dates，etc.，notes for my future biography 一 the selfsame 
book whioch now jlies before me to freshen my memory，and 
Which 工 have ever since added to at various periods of my 
life，without leaving any gaps.。 工 brough the neglect of the 
Magqeburg managers my situation，which was alreadqy serious， 
became jiterally desperate，when 工 made an acquisition in 
Frankfort which gave me almost more pleasure thban 工 was able 
to bear。 工 had been present at 8& produoetion of the GarwiBper1ote 
Under the direction of Guhr, then wonderfully renowned as8“a 
conductor of genius”and wa88 agreeably surprised at the truly 
”excellent quality of the company。 It was，of course，Useless to 
think of luring one of the leading stars into my net; on the 
other hand，I saw clearly enough that the youthful Friulein 
Limbach，who sang the“first boy:s ”part，possessed 8 desirable 
talent。 She accepted my offer of an engagement，and，indeed， 
Seemed so anxiongs to be rid of her Frankfort engagement that 
she resolved to escape from it surreptitiousl]y. She revealed 
her plans to me， and begged me to assist her in carrying them 
out; for, inasmuch as the directors might get wind of the affair， 
there was no time to lose。 At all events， the young lady as- 
sumed that 工 had abundant credit supplied for my o 全 cial 
business journey by the Magdeburg theatre committee，whose 
praises 工 had so diligently sung。 But alreadqy 工 had been com- 
pelled to pledge my scanty travelling gear in order to provide 
for my own departure。 工 o hbis point 工 had persuaded the host， 
but now found him by no means inclined to advance me the 
additional funds needed for carrying off & young singer. Io 
cloak the bad behaviour of my directors 工 was compelled to in- 
vent some tale of misfortune，and to leave the astonished and 
indignant young lady behind。 Heartily ashamed of this ad- 
venture， 工 travelled through Train and storm via Leipzig，where 
工 picked up my brown poodle，and reaching Magdeburg， 
there resumed my work 88 musical director on the last of 
September. 

The result of my business labours gave me but little joy. 
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The director，it is true，proved triumphantly that he had sent 
fve whole golden louis to my address in 下 rankfort，and that 
my tenor and the youthful lady-singer had also been provided 
with proper contracts，but not with the fares and advances 
demanded. Neither of thbem came; only the basso Ghraf ar- 
rived with pedantie punctuality from 及 arlsbad，and immedi- 
ately provoked the cha 在 of our theatrical wags。 玉 e sang at 
8 rehearsal of the Scjpaetzerfama1ae with such a schoolmasterly 
drone that 工 completely lost my composure。The arrival of 
Iy excellent brother-in-law Wolfram with my 8lster Clara waS 
of more advantage for musical comedy than for grand opera， 
and caused me considerable trouble into the bargain ; for， 
being honest folk and used to decent living，they speedily per- 
ceived that，in spite of royal protection，thbe condition of the 
theatre WwWa8 but yery insecure，88 wa8 natural under so Un- 
serupulous 8a management 388 that of Bethmann，and recog- 
nised with alarm that they had seriously compromised their 
family position。 My courage had already begun to sink when 
8 happy chbance brought us a young woman，Mme。、 了 Pollert 
(nbe Zeibig)，who was passing through Magdeburg with her 
husband，an actor，in order to fulfl a special engagement 台 
that town;i she was gifted with a beautiful volce，was a talented 
singer，and well suited for the chief r0les。 Necessity had at 
last driven the directors to action，and at the eleventh hour 
they sent for the tenor Ereimiiller. But 工 was particularly 
gratified when the love which had arisen between him and 
young Limbach in Erankfort enabled the enterprising tenor to 
carry away this singer，to whom 工 bad behaved so miserably. 
Both arrived radiant with ]oy。 Along with them we engaged 
AMme。Pollert，who，in spite of her pretentiousness，met with 
favour from the publiec。 A well-trained and musically com- 
petent baritone，Herr rug，afterwards the conducetor of a 
choir in 及 arlsruhe, had also been discovered, so that all at once 
工 stood at the head of a realy good operatie company，among 
which the basso Grif could be fitted in only with great di 三 - 
culty，by being kept as much as possible in the background. 
We succeeded quickly with a series of operatic performances 
which were by no Imeans ordinary，and our repertory includqed 
everythjing of this nature that bad ever been written for the 
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theatre。 工 was particularly pleased with the Presentation of 
Spohr's yessonda，which was truly not without sublimity，and 
raised us high in the esteem of al cujtured lovers of music， 工 
Was Untiring in my endeavours to disceover some means of ele- 
yating our performances above the usual level of excellence 
compatible with the meagre resources of provincial theatres. 
工 persistently fell foul of the director Bethbmann by strengthen- 
ing my orchestra，which he had to pay; but on the other hand， 
工 won his complete goodwill by strengthening the chorus and 
the theatre music，which cost him nothing，and which lent such 
splendour to our presentations that subscriptions and audiences 
incereased enormously.。 or instance， 工 secured the regimental 
band, and also the military singers，who in the Prussian army 
are &Mdmirably organised，and who assisted in ouT performances 
in return for free passes to the gallery granted to their relatives。 
Thus 工 managed to furnish with the utmost completeness the 
Specially strong orchestral accompaniment demanded by the 
score of Bellini's Worma,， and was able to dispose of a body of 
male voices for the impressive unison portion of the male chorus 
in the introduction of tbhat work such as even the greatest 
theatres could rarely command。 JIn later years 工 was able to 
assUre Auber，whom 工 often met over an ice in Tortoni's caf6 
in Paris, that in hisg Zestocq 工 had been able to render the part 
of the mutinous soldiery，when seduced into conspiracy，with an 
absolutely full number of voices，8a fact for whlich he thanked 
me with astonishment and delight. 

Amid such circumstances of encouragement the composition 
of Imy Zazepesyerbgot Imade Tapld strides towards completion. 
II intended the .presentation of 志 is piece for the benetfit 
performance whbich had been promised me as aa meansg of 
defraying my exzpenses，8and 工 worked hard in the hope of 
improving my reputation，and at tbe same time of accomplish- 
ing something by no Imeans less desirable，and that was the 
betterment of my fnancial position。 了 ven the few hours 
which 工 could snatch from business to spend at Minna”s side 
were devoted with unexampled zeal to the completion of my 
score。 My diligence moved even Minna's mother，who looked 
with some Uneasiness Upon ouUr love affair.。 She had remained 
over the summer on 3 vlslt to her daughter，and managed 
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tbe house for her， Owing to her interference a new and 
urgent anxiety had entered into our relations，which pressed for 
Seriou8s settlement. It was natural that we should begin to 
think of what it was al going to lead to 工 must confess that 
the idea of marriage，especially in view of my youth, flled me 
with dismay，andq without indeed reflecting on the matter，or 
seriously weighing its pros and cons，a Daive and instinctive 
feeling prevented me even from considering the possibility of a 
step which would have such serious consequences Upon zy whole 
life Moreover，our modest circumastances were in 80 alarming 
and Uncertain & state that even Minna declared that she was 
more 8nxious to see these improved than to get me to marry her. 
But she was also driven to think of herself，and that promptly， 
for trouble arose with regard to her own position in the Magde- 
burg theatre。 TIhere she had met with &a rival in her own 
speciality，and 88 thig woman'g husband became chief stage 
manager，8nd consequently had supreme power，she grew to be 
8 80urce of great danger。 Seeing，therefore，that at this very 
moment Minna received advantageous offers from the man- 
agers of the 及 inigstadt theatre in Berlin, then doing a splendid 
business，she seized the opportunity to break o 仓 her connection 
with the Magdeburg theatre，and thus plunged me，whom she 
did not appear to consider in hbe matter，into the depths of 
despair。 工 could not hinder Minna from going to Berlin to 
fuljfil a special engagement tbere，although bis was not in 
accordance with her agreement，and so she departed，leaving 
me behind，overcome with grief and doubt as to the meaning 
of her conduct. At last，mad with passlion， 工 wrote to her 
urging her to returmn，and the better to Imove her and not to 
separate her fate from my own, 工 proposed to her in 8a strictly 
formal manner，and hinted at thbhe hope of early marriage. 
About the same time Imy brother-in-law，Wolfram，having 
quarrelled with the director Bethmann and cancelled his 
contract with him，also went to the 了 onigstadt theatre to 
fulfl a special engagement.。 My good sister Clara，who had 
remained behind for a while amid the somewhat unpleasant 
conditions of Magdeburg，soon percelved the anxious and 
troubled temper in which her otherwise cheerful brother was 
rapidly consuming himself， One day she thought it advisable 
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to show me 8a letter from her husband，with news from Berlin， 
and especially concerning Minna, in which he earnestly deplored 
my passion for this girl，who was acting quite unworthily of me. 
As she lodged at his hotel， he was able to observe that not only 
the company she kept，but also her own conduct，were perfectly 
scandalous。 The extraordinary impression which this dreadful 
communication made upon me decided me to abandon the re- 
serve 工 had hitherto shown towards my relativesg with regard 
to my love affairs， 工 wrote to Iy brotherin-law in Berlin， 
teling him how matters stood with me，and that zy Plans 
greatly depended on Minna，and further，how extremely lim- 
portant it was for me to learn from him the indubitable truth 
concerning her of whom he had sent so evjl an account。 rom 
my brother-in-law，usually so dry and given to ]oking， 工 re- 
ceived a reply which flled my heart to overfowing again。 了 He 
confessed that he had accused Minna too hastily，and regretted 
that he had alowed idle chatter to infuence him in founding 
8& charge，which，on investigation，had proved to be altogether 
groundjess and unjust; he declared，moreover，that on nearer 
acquaintance and conversation with her he had been so fujly 
convinced of the genuineness and Uprightness of her char- 
acter，that he hoped with al hisg heart that 工 might see I7 
Way to marry her.。 And now 8a storm raged in Imy heart， 工 
implored Minna to return at once，and was glad to learn that， 
for her part，she was not inclined to renew her engagement at 
the Berlin theatre，a8 she had now acquired a more intimate 
knowledge of the life there，and found it too frivolous。 Al 
that remained，then，was for me to facilitate the resumption of 
her Magdeburg engagement. TIo this end, therefore, at a meet- 
ing of the theatre committee， 工 attacked the director and his 
detested stage manager with such energy，and defended Minna 
against the wrong done her by them both with such passion 
and fervour，that the other members，astonished at the frank 
confession of my affection，yielded to my wishes without any 
further ado。 And now 工 set o 在 by extra post in tbhe depth 
of night and in dreadful winter weather to meet my returning 
gwWeetheart。 工 greeted her with tears of deepest joy，and led 
her back in triumph to her cosgey Magdeburg home，ajlready be- 
come 80 dear to me. 
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Meanwhile，as our two lives, thbus severed for a while，were 
being drawn more and more closely together，I 工 fnished the 
score of my Ziebesverbot about New Year 1836。 For the de- 
velopment of my future plans 工 depended not a_ little upon 
the success of this work; and Minna herself seemed not dis- 
inclined to yield to my hopes in this respect. We had reason 
to be concerned as to how matters would pan out for us at the 
beginning of the spring，for this8 season 18 always &a bad one 
in Which to start such precarious theatrical enterprises。 JIn 
splite of royal support and the participation of the theatre 
committee ip the general management of the theatre，our 
worthy director's state of perennial bankruptey suffered no 
alteration，and it seemed as if his theatrical undertaking could 
not possibly last much longer in any form. Nevertheless，with 
the help of the realy first-rate company of singers at my dis- 
posal，the produetion of my opera was to mark 8 complete 
change in my Unsatisfactory circumstances。， With the view 
of recovering the travelling expenses 工 had ineurred during 
the previous summer， 工 was entitled to a benefit performance. 
工 naturaly fxed this for the presentation of my own work， 
and did my utmost 8o that thbis favour granted me by the 
directors should prove as inexpenslve to them as possible。， As 
they woud nevertheless be compelled to incur some expense 
in the production of the new opera,， 工 agreed that the proceeds 
of the first presentation should be left to them，whille 工 should 
claim only those of the second。 工 did not consider it alto- 
gether unsatisfactory thbat the time for the rehearsalg was posftr- 
poned until the very end of the season，for it wa8 Teason- 
able to suppose that our company，which was often greeted 
with unusual applause，would receive special attention and 
favour from the public during its concluding performances。 
Unfortunately，however，contrary to our expectations，wWe DneverT 
reached the proper close of this season，which had been fizxed 
for thbe end of April;i for already ip March，owing to irregu- 
larity in the payment of salaries，the most popular members 
of the company，having found better employment elsewhere， 
tendered their resipgnations to the management，and the direc- 
tor，Wwho was Unable to Talise thbe DecessMTy cash，was com- 
peled to bow to thbe inevitable， Now,，indeed，my spirite sank,， 
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for it seemoed more than doubtful whether my Zaebpesverbot 
would ever be produced at al]l， 工 owed it entirely to the warm 
affection felt for me personally by all members of the opera 
company，that the singers consented not only to remain until 
thbe end of March，but also to Undertake the toil of study- 
ing and rehearsing my opera，8& task whioch，considering the 
very limited time，promised to be extremely arduous。 了 
the event of our having to give two represenatations，the time 
at OoUT dqisposal wa8s 80 very short that，for al the rehbearsals， 
we had but ten days before us. And since we were con- 
cerned not with a jight comedy or farce，but with a grand 
opera，8nd one Which，in spite of the trifing character of 
ites music，contained numerous and powerful concerted pas- 
sages，the Undertaking might have been regarded almost as 
foolhardy.。 Nevertheless， 工 built my hopes upon the extra- 
ordinary exertions which the singers 80 willingly made in 
order to please me; for tbhey studied continuously，morning， 
noon，and night. But seeing that，in spite of all this，it wa8 
quite impossiblje to attain to perfection，especially in the 
matter of words，in the case of every one of these harassed 
performers， 工 reckoned further on my own acquired skill as 
conductor to achieve the fnal miracle of success。 The pecu- 
liar ability 工 possessed of helping the singers and of making 
them，in spite of much uncertainty，seem to fow smoothly 
onwWards，was clearly demonstrated in our orchestral rehearsals， 
in which，by dint of constant prompting，loud singing with the 
performers and vigorous directions 88 to necessary action， 工 
got the whole thing to run 80 easily that it seemed qulte pos- 
8ible that the performance might be a reasonable success after 
al Unfortunateljy，we did not consider that in front of the 
publie all tbhese drastie methods of moving the dramatic and 
musical machinery would be restricted to the movements of 
my baton and to my facial exzpression。 As 8 Imatter of fact 
the singers，8nd especialy the men，were 80 extraordinarily 
uncertain thbat fromn beginning to end their embarrassment 
crippled the effectiveness of every one of their parts。 rei- 
miillerz，the tenor，whose Imemory ws most defective，sought 
to pateh up the 1lively and emotional character of his badqly 
learned rile of the madcap Luzlio by means of routine work 


140. MY IIKEEE 


learned in ra Pazayolo and Zaompa，and especially by the aid 
of an enormously thicek，brightly eoloured and futtering plume 
of feathers。 Consequently，as the directors failed to have the 
book of words printed in time, it was impossible to blame the 
publie for being in doubt as to the main outlines of the story， 
seeing thbat thbey had only the sung words to guide thbem. With 
the exception of a few portions played by the lady singers， 
which were favourably received, the whole performance，which 
工 bad made to depend largely upon bold，energetic action 
and speechb，remained but a musical shadow-play，to which 
thbe orchestra contributed its own inexplicable effusions，some- 
times Withb exaggerated nolise。 As characteristic of the treat- 
ment of my tone-colour， 工 may mention that the band-master 
of a Prussian military band，who，by the bye，had been wel 
pleased with the performance，felt it incumbent upon him to 
give me 80me well-meant hints for my future guidance，88 to 
the manipulation of the Turkish drum， Before 工 relate the 
further history of this wonderful work of my youth， 工 wil 
pause a moment briefy to describe its character，and especially 
its poetical elements. 

Shakespeare's play，which 工 kept throughout ip mind as the 
foundation of my story，was Worked out in the folowing 
manner : 一 

An unnamed king of Sicily leaves his country，as 工 suggest， 
for 8a journey to Naples，and hands over to the Regent ap- 
pointed 一 whom 工 simnply call riedrich，with the view of 
making him appear 8s German 8a8 possible 一 full authority to 
exXerclse 8]U the royal power in order to effect a complete re- 
form in the social habits of his capital，which had provoked 
the indignation of the Counceil. At the opening of the play 
We 8ee the servants of the publie authority busily employed 
either in shutting up or in pulling down the houses of popular 
amusement in a suburb of Palermo，and in carrying of 仓 the 
inmates，inceluding hosts and servants，88 prisoners。 The popu- 
lace oppose this first step，and much scu 伍 ing ensues。 In 
the thickest of the throng the chief of the sbirri，Brighella 
(basso-buffo)，after a preliminary roll of drums for silence， 
reads out the Regent's proclamation，according to which the acts 
just performed are declared to be directed towards establishing 
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8 higher moral tone in the manners and customs of the people. 
A general outburst of scorn and a mocking chorus Imeets thil8 
announcement。 Luzio，a young nobleman and juvenile scape- 
grace (tenor)，seems inclined to thrust himself forward a8 
leader of the mob，and at once fnds an occasion for playing 
8& more active part ip the cause of the oppressed people on 
discovering his friend Claudqio (also a tenor) being led away 
to prison. rom him he learns that，in pursuance of some 
musty old law unearthed by Friedrich，he is to suffer the 
penalty of death for a_ certain love escapade in whioeh he 18 
involved. 了 His sweetheart，union with whom had been pre- 
vented by the enmity of their parents，has borne him a child. 
Eriedrich's puritanical zeal joins cause with thbe parents: 
hatred ;ji he fears the worst，and sees no W&8y of escape Save 
through mercy，provided his sister Isabella may be able，by 
her entreaties，to melt the Regent'e hard heart. Claudio im- 
plores his friend at once to seek out Isabella in the convent of 
the Sisters of St. 了 lizabeth，which she has recently entered a8 
Dovice。 IThere，between the quiet walls of the convent，we first 
meet this sister，in confdential intercourse with her friend 
Marianne, also a novice。 Marianne reveals to her friend, from 
whbom she has long been parted，the unhbappy fate which has 
brought her to the place。 Under vows of eternal fdqelity she had 
been persuaded to a secret aasom with a man of high rank. 
But fnally，when in extreme need she found herself not only 
forsaken，but thbreatened by her betrayer，she diseovered him 
to be the mightiest man in thbe state，none other than the 
及 ing's Regent himself. JIsabella's indignation fnds vent in 
Impassioned words，and is onl]y pacified by her determination 
to forsake a world in which so vile a crime can go Unpunished. 
一 When now Luzio brings her tidings of her own brothers 
fate，her disgust at her brother's miseconduct is turned at oncee 
to scorn for the vilainy of the hypocritical Regent，who pre- 
suUmes 80 cruelly to punish the comparatively venial offence 
of her brother，which，at least，was mnot stained by treachery。 
了 Her violent outburst imprudently reveals her to Luzio in a 
seductive 8spect; smltten with sudden love，he Urges her to 
quit the convent for ever and to accept his hand. She con- 
trives to check his boldness，but resolves at once to avail hersejf 
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of his escort to the Regent's court of justice. 一 了 ere the trial 
scene is prepared，and I 工 introduce it by a burlesque hearing 
of several personsg charged by the sbirro captain with of 他 ences 
against Imorality. The earnestness of the situation becomes 
more Iarked when the gloomy form of Eriedrich strides 
through the inrushing and unruly crowd，commanding silence， 
and he himself undertakes the hearing of Claudio's case in the 
sternest manner possible。 The implacable judge is already on 
the point of pronounceing sentence When Isabella enters，8and 
requests，before thbem all，a private interview with the Fegent. 
In this interview she behaves with noble moderation towards 
the dreaded，yet despised man before her，and appeajls at first 
onl]y to hisgs mildness and mercy。 也 is interruptions merely 
serve to stimulate her ardour: she speaks of her brother's 
offence ip melting accents，and implores forgiveness for so 
human andq by no means Unpardonable a crime. Seeing the 
effect of her moving appeal，she continues with increasing 
ardour to plead with the judge's hard and unresponslve beart， 
which can certainl]y not have remained untouched by senti- 
ments such as those which had actuated her brother，and she 
callgs upon his memory of these to support her desperate plea 
for pity.， At last the ice of his heart is broken。 下 riedrich， 
deeply stirred by JIsabella's beauty，can no longer contain 
himself，and promises to grant her petition at the prlice of her 
Own love。 Scarcely has she become aware of the Unexpected 
effect of her words when, flljed with indignation at such incred- 
ible villainy，she eries to the people thbrough doors and windows 
to come im that she may unmask the hypocerite before the world. 
The crowd ia already rushing tumultuously into the hal of 
judgment，when，by a few signifcant hinte， 上 riedrich，with 
frantic energy，succeeds in making Isabella realise the impossil- 
bility of her plan. He would simply deny her charge，boldjy 
pretend that his offer was merely made to test her，and would 
doubtless be readily believed so soon 8as it became only a 
question of rebutting a charge of lightly making love to her. 
Jsabella，ashamed and confounded，recognises the madness of 
her first step，and gnashes her teeth in silent despair. While 
then Eriedrich once more 8nnounces his stern resolve to the 
people，and pronounces sentence on thbe prlsoner，it suddenly 
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occurs to Jsabella，spurred by the painful recollection of 
Marianne's fate，that what she has failed to procure by open 
means she might possibly obtain by craft. This thought suf- 
fices to dispel her sorrow，and to fll her with utmost gaiety. 
Turning to her sorrowing brother，her agitated friends，and 
.the perplexed crowd，she assures them all that she is ready 
to provide them with the most amusing of adventures。 She 
decjares that the carnival festivities，which the Regent has just 
strictly forbidden，are to be celebrated this year with unusual 
licence; for this dreaded ruler only pretends to be so cruel， 
in order the more pleasantly to astonish them by himself taking 
a InerTy part in al that he has just forbidden. They all be- 
lieve that she has gone mad，and Eriedrich in particular re- . 
proves her incomprehensible folly with passionate 8severity. 
But a few words on her part su 全 ce to transport the Regent 
himself with ecstasy; for in a whisper she promises to grant 
his desire，and that on the following night she will send him 
such a message 88 shall ensure his happiness. 一 And so ends the 
first act in & whirl of excitement. 

We learn the nature of the heroines hastily formed plan at 
tbhe beginning of the second act，in which she visite her brother 
in his cell，with the object of discovering wbhether he is worthy 
of rescue。 She reveals Friedrich's shameful proposal to bim， 
and 88ks 过 he would wish to save his life at the price of his 
sister 8 dishonour. Ihen folow Claudio's fury andq fervent 
declaration of his readiness to die; whereupon, bidding farewell 
to his sister，at least for this life，he makes her the bearer of 
thbe most tender Imessages to the dear girl whom he leaves behind. 
After this, sinking into a softer mood, the unhappy man declines 
from a state of melancholy to one of weakness. Isabella，who 
had already determined to inform him of his rescue，hesitates 
in dismay when she sees him fall in this way from the heights 
of noble enthusiasm to 8a muttered confession of a love of jlife 
st as strong 88 ever，8&nd even to 8a stammering query 88 
to whether the suggested price of his salvation is altogether 
impossible。 Disgusted，she springs to her feet，thrusts the 
Unworthy man from her，and declares that to the shame of his 
death he has further added her most hearty contempt. After 
having handed him over again to his gaoler，her mood once 
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more changes swiftly to one of wanton gaiety. True，she 
resolves to punish the waverer by leaving him for a time in 
Uncertainty 8s to his fate;j but stands frm by her resolve 
to rid the world of the abominable seducer who dared to dic- 
tate jaws to hisg fellow-men。 She tellg Marianne that she 
must take her Place at the nocturnal rendezvous，at which 
Eriedrich so treacherously expected to meet her (Isabella)，and 
sends 上 riedrich an invitation to this meeting。 JIn order to 
entangle the latter even more deeply in ruin，she stipulates that 
he must come disguised and masked，and fxes the rendezvous 
in one of those pleasure resorts which he has just suppressed. 
To the madcap Luzio，whom she also desires to punish for his 
SaUcy SUggestion to &a novice, she relates the story of Friedrich”s 
proposal，and her pretended intention of complying，from 
sheer necessity，with his desires。 This she does in 8a fashion 
80 incomprehensively light-bhearted that the otherwise frivolous 
man，frst dumb with amazement，ultimately yielqs to a ft of 
desperate Tage. He swears that，even 过 the noble maiden 
herself can endure such shame，he will himself strive by every 
Imeang in his power to avert it，and would prefer to set al 
Palermo on fire and in tumult rather than allow such a thing 
to happen。 And，indeed，he arranges things in such a manner 
that on the appointed evening al his friends and acquaintances 
assemble at the end of the Corso，8s though for the opening of 
the prohibited carnival procession。 At nightfall，as things are 
beginning to grow wild and merry，Luzio appears，and sings 
an extravagant carnival song，with the refrain : 


Who joins us not in frolic jest 
Shal have a dagger in his breaat ; 


by which means he seeks to stir the crowd to bloody revolt. 
When a band of sbirri approaches, under Brighella's leadership， 
to scatter the gay throng，the mnutinous project seems on the 
point of being accomplished.。 But for the present Luzio pre- 
fers to yield，and to scatter about the neighbourhood，as he 
must frst of all win the real jeader of their enterprise: for 
here was the spot which Isabella had mischievously revealed 
to him as the place of her pretended meeting with the Regent. 
For the latter Luzio thberefore lies in wait. Recognising him 
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in an elaborate disguise，he blocks his way，and as Friedrich 
Violently breaks loose，i8 on the point of following him with 
shouts and drawn sword，when, on a sign from Isabella，who is 
hidden among some bushes, he is himself stopped and led away. 
Isabella then advances，rejoicing in the thought of having 
restored the betrayed Marianne to her faithless spouse. Bejliev- 
ing that she holds ip her hand the promised pardon for her 
brother，she is just on the point of abandoning all thought of 
further vengeance when， breaking the seal, to her intense horror 
she recognises by the light of a torch hat the papez contaling 
but 8a still more severe order of execution，which，owing to 
her desire not to disclose to her brother the fact of his pardon， 
8 Inere chance had now delivered into her hand，through the 
agency of the bribed gaoler. After a hard fight with the 
tempestuous passion of love，and recognising his helplessness 
8gainst hlis enemy of his peace，Kriedrich has in fact already 
resolved to face his ruin，even though as a eriminal，yet stil 
as 8 man of honour。 An hour on Isabella's breast，and then 一 
his own death by the same law whose implacable severity shall 
also claim Claudio's life. Isabella，perceiving in this conduet 
only a further proof of the hypoerite's villainy，breaks out once 
more into a tempest of agonised despair. Upon herz cry for 
immedqiate revolt against the scoundrelly tyrant，the people 
collect together and form a motley and passionate crowd. 
Luzlio，who also returns，counsels the people with stinging 
bitterness to pay no heed to the woman's fury; he points out 
thbat she 18 only tricking tbhem，as she has already tricked him 
一 for he still believes in her shameless infdelity。 上 resh con- 
fusion ; increased despair of Isabella; sudden]ly from the back- 
ground comes the burlesque ery of Brighejla for heljp，who， 
himself suffering from the pangs of jealousy，has by mistake 
arrested the masked Regent，and thus led to the latter's dis- 
coyery。 riedrich ia8 recognised，and Marianne，trembling on 
his breast，is also Unmasked. Amazement，indignation 1 Cries 
of joy burst forth all roundj the needful explanations are 
quickly given，and Friedrich sullenly demands to be set before 
the judgment-seat of the returning 有 ing. Claudio，released 
from prison by the jubilant populace，informs him that the 
sentence of death for crimes of love i8 not intended for al 
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times ; Inessengers 8arrive to _ announce the Unexpected arrival 
in harbour of the King;i it is resolved to march in full masked 
procession to meet the beloved 了 Prince，and joyously to pay 
him homage，all being convinced that he will heartily rejolce 
to see how 记 the gloomy puritanism of Germnany 18 suited to 
his hot-blooded Sicily.。 Of him it is said : 


Your merTry festals please him more 
Than gloomy jaws or legal jore. 


Friedrieh，with his freshly a 佳 anced wife，Marianne,， must lead 
the procession，followed by Luzio and the novice，who 1ls for 
eyer jost to the convent. 

These spirited and，in many respects，boldly devised scenes 
I 工 had clothed in suitable language and carefujly written verse， 
which had already been noticed by Laube， The police at first 
took exception to the title of the work，which，had 工 not 
changed it，would have led to the complete failure of my Plans 
for its presentation。 It was the week before 了 aster，and the 
theatre was consequently forbidden to produce jolly，or at leaat 
frivolous，plays _ during this period. ucekily the maglstrate， 
with whom 工 had to treat concerning the matter，did not show 
any inclination to examine the libretto himself; and when 工 
assUred him that it was Immodelled upon a very serious play of 
Shakespeare's, the authorities contented themselves merely with 
changing the somewhat startjing title，Dire Wowze 7107 Palermo， 
which was the new title，had nothing suspicious about it，and 
was therefore approved as correct without further scruple。 工 
fared quite otherwise in Leipzig，where 工 attempted to intro- 
ducee this work in the place of my Zeem，when the latter Was 
withdrawn。 The director， 了 有 ingelhardt，whom 工 sought to 
win over to my cause by assigning the part of Marianne to his 
daughter，then making her dk6but in opera，chose to reject my 
work on the apparently very reasonable grounds that the 
tendency of the theme displeased him. He assured me that， 
even if the Leipzig magistrates had consented to its production 
一 8 fact concerning which hie high esteem for that body led 
him to have serious doubts 一 he himself，as a conscientious 
father，could certainjy not permit his daughter to take part 
in 让 。 
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Atrange to say, 工 suffered nothing from the suspicious nature 
of the libretto of my opera on the occasion of its production in 
Magdeburg; for，as 工 have sahid，thanks to the unintelligible 
manner in which it was produced, the story remained a complete 
Imystery to the public.。 TIhis cireumstance，and the fact that 
Do opposition had been raised on the ground of ite iexGency， 
made a second performance possible，and as nobody seemed to 
care One Way 0F thbe other，no objections were raised。 eeling 
suUre that my opera had made no impression，and had left the 
publie completely undecided about its merites,， 工 reckoned thbat， 
in view of thig being the farewell performance of our opera 
company，we should have good，mnot to say large，takings. 
Consequently 工 did not hesitate to charge“full ”prices for 
&dmittance。 工 cannot rightly judge whether，up to the com- 
mencement of thbe overture，any people had taken their places 
in the auditorium; but about a quarter of an hour before the 
time fxed for beginning, 工 saw only Mme. Gottsohalk and her 
husband，and，curiously enough，a 了 Polish Jew in full dress， 
seated in the stalls。 Despite this，I was still hoping for an 
jncrease in the audience，when suddenly thbe most incredible 
commotion occurred behind the scenes。 也 err Pollert，the hus- 
band of my prima donna (who was 8&cting JIsabella)，was as- 
saujting Schreiber，the second tenor，a very young and hand- 
some Iman taking the part of Claudio，and against whom the 
injured husband had for some time been nursing 8a secret 
rancour born of jealousy。 It appeared that the singer'g8 hus- 
band，who had surveyed the theatre from behind the drop- 
Scene Withb me，had satisfted himself as to the style of the 
audience，and decided that the longed-for hour was at hand 
when，without injuring the operatic enterprise，he could wreak 
vengeance on his wife's lover. Claudio was so severely used 
by him that the unfortunate fellow had to seek refuge in the 
dressing-room，his face covered with blood。 Isabella was told 
of this，and rushed despairingly to her raging spouse，only to 
be so soundly cuffed by him that she went into convulsions. 
The confusion that ensued amongst thbe company 8oon knew no 
bounds : they took sides in the quarrel， and little was wanting 
for it to turn into a general fight, as eyerybody seemed to regard 
this unhappy evening as particularly favourable for the paying 
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o 任 of any olqd scoresg and supposed insults。 This much was 
clear， that the couple suffering from the effects of Herr Pollert's 
conjugal resentment were unfit to appear that evening. Tbhe 
manager Was sent before the drop-scene to inform the small 
and strangely assorted audience gathered in the thbeatre that， 
owing to unforeseen circumstances，the representation would 
not take place. 

This was the end of my career 88 director and composer in 
Magdeburg, which in the beginning had seemed so full of promilse 
and had been started at the cost of considerable sacrifice。 IThe 
serenity of art now gave w8ay completely before thbe stern reali- 
ties of life。 My position gave food for meditation，and the 
outlook was not a cheerful one。 Al the hopes that I and Minna 
had foundqed upon the sucecess of my work had been utterly 
destroyed。 My cereditors，who had been appeased by the an- 
ticipation of the expected harvest，lost faith in my talents， 
and now counted solely on obtaining bodily possession of me， 
which they endeavoured to do by speedily instituting legal pro- 
ceedings。 Now that every time 工 came home 工 found a sum- 
monsg nailed to my door，my little dwelling in the Brezter 
Tey became unbearable; 工 avoided going there，especially 
since my brown poodle， who had hitherto enlivened this retreatb 
had vanished，leaving no trace。 This 工 looked upon as a bad 
sjgn，indicating my complete downfal， 

At this time Minna，with her truly comforting assurance 8Dd 
frmness of bearing，was 8 tower of strength to me and thbe one 
thing 工 had left to fall back upon， Always full of resource， 
she had first of all provided for her own future, and was on the 
point of signing a not unfavourable contract with the directors 
of the theatre at 及 inigsberg in Prussia。 It was now 8 questlion 
of fnding me an appointment in the same place 8a8 musical 
conducetor; this post was already fled. The 及 inigsberg di- 
rector, however, gatbering from our correspondence that Minna s 
acceptance of the engagement depended upon the possibility of 
my being taken on at the same theatre，held out the prospect 
of an approaching vacancy，8and expressed his willingness to 
allow it to be flled by me， On the strength of this assurance 
it was decided that Minna should go on to inigsberg and 
pave the way for my arrival there。 
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Ere these plans could be carried out， we had still to spend a 
time of dreadful and acute anxiety，which 工 shall never forget， 
within the walls of Magdeburg。 It is true 工 made one more 
personal attempt in Leipzig to improve my position，on which 
occasion 工 entered into the transactions mentioned above with 
the director of the theatre regarding my new opera。 But 工 
soon realised tbhat it was out of thbe question for me to remain 
in my native town，and in the disqulieting proximity of my 
family，from which 工 was restlessly anxlous to get away。 My 
excitability and depression were noticed by my relations。 My 
mother entreated me，whatever else 工 might decide to do，on 
no account to be drawn into marriage while still so young. To 
this 工 made no reply。 When 工 took my leave，Rosalie accom- 
panied me to the head of the stairs。 工 spoke of returning as 
80on 38 工 had attended to certain important business matters， 
and wanted to wish her a hurried good-bye: she grasped my 
hand，and gazing into my face，exclaimed,“ God alone knows 
when 工 shall see you again!” This cut me to the heart， and 工 
felt conscience-stricken。 The fact that she was expressing the 
presentiment she felt of her early death 工 only realised when， 
barely two years later,， without having seen her again, 工 recelved 
the news thbat she had died very suddenjly. 

Ispent a few more weeks with Minna in the strictest retire- 
ment in Magdeburg : she endeavoured to the best of her ability 
to relleve tbe embarrassment of my position。 Jn view of our 
approaching separation，and the length of time we might be 
parted， 工 bardly left her slide，our only relaxation being the 
wajks we took togetber round the outskirts of the town。 Anx- 
ious {forebodings weighed upon us;i the May sun which jit 
the sad astreets of Magdeburg，as if in moockery of our forlorn 
condition，was one day more clouded over than 工 hbave ever 
seen jit since，and flled me with a positive dread。 On our way 
home from one of these walks，asg we were approaching the 
bridge crossing the 卫 lbe，we caught sight of a man finging 
himself from it into the water beneath.。 We ran to the bank， 
cajled for heljp, and persuaded a miller，whose mill was situated 
on the river, to hold out a rake to the drowning man， Who was 
being swept in his direction by the current. With indesceribabjle 
anxiety we waited for the decisgive moment 一 SMW the sinking 
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man streteh out his handqs towards the rake，buat he failed to 
grasp it，and at the same moment disappeared under the mill， 
nevez to be seen again。 On the morning that 工 accompanied 
Minna to the stage-coach to bid her a most sorrowful farewell， 
the whole popujation was pouring from one of the gateways 
of the town towards a big field，to witness the execution of a 
man condemned to be put to death on the whbeel from below. :! 
The culprit was a 8soldier who had murdered his sweetheart 
in & ft of jealousy， When，later in the day,， Isat down to 
Imy last dinner at the inn， 工 beard the dreadful dqetails of the 
Prussian mode of execution being discussed on al sides。 人 
young magistrate， who was 8& great lover of music, told us abonut 
8 conversation he had had with tbhe executioner，who had been 
procured from 瑟 alle，and with whom he had discussed thbe 
most humane method of hastening the death of the victim ; in 
telling us about him，he recalled the elegant dress and manners 
of this ill-omened person with a shudder. 

These were the last impressiongs 工 carried away from the 
scene of my first artistie efforts and of my attempts at earning 
an independent livelihood. Often since tbhen on my departure 
from places where 工 had expected to find prosperity，and to 
which 工 knew 工 should never return，thbose impressliong have 
recurred to my mind with singular persistence。 工 have always 
had much the same feelings upon leaving any place where 工 
had stayed in the hope of Improving my position. 

Thus I arrived in Berlin for the first time on the 18thb May， 
1836，and made acquaintance with the peculiar features of 
that pretentious royal capital, While my position was an Un- 
certain one， 工 sought 8 modest shelter at the Crown Prince 
in the 玉 bnigstrasse，where Minna had stayed a few months 
before。 I 工 found a friend on whom 工 could rely when 工 came 
acrosg Iaube again，who，while awaiting his verdlict， Was 


1 Durch das Road von vwnten， The punishment of the wheel was Usually 
in 全 cted upon murderers, incendiaries, highwaymen and church robbers，Ihere 
weretwo methods of inflicting thbis: (1) "from above downwards (oon obemn CC 
writen), in which the condemned man was despatched instantlyowing to his neck 
-getting broken from the start; and (2)“ from below upwards ”(pon Wier ?CC 
oben)，which is the method referred to above, and in which all the limbe of the 
victim were broken previous to bis body being actually twisted tbhrough tbe 
8pokes of the whbeel. 一 EDpITOR. 
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busying himself with private and jliterary work in Berlin. 
He was much interested in the fate of my work Zebesyerbot， 
and advised me to tarn my present situation to account for 
the purpose of obtaining the production of this opera at the 
上 bnigstadt theatre。 工 hig thbeatre wa under the direction 
of one of the most curious ereatures in Berlin : he was caled 
“Cerf,”and the title of Commitsszo7zls7d 坝 had been conferred 
upon him by the 了 ing of Prussla。 To account for the favours 
bestowed upon him by royalty，many reasons of & not very 
edifying nature were circulated. 工 brough this royal patronage 
be had succeeded in extending consliderably the privileges 
already enjoyed by the suburban theatre， The decline of grand 
opera at the Theatre Royal had brought light opera，which 
was performed with great success at the 及 bnigstadt theatre， 
into publie favour。 The director，pufted up by success，openly 
laboured under the delusion tbat he was the right man in the 
right Place，and expressed his entire agreement with those 
who declared that one could only expect a theatre to be suc- 
cessfully managed by common and uneducated men，and 
continued to eling to his blissful and .boundless state of 
jgnorance in the most amusing manner. Relying absolutely 
upon his own insight，he had assumed an entirely dictatorial 
attitude towards the o 伍 cially appointed artiste of his theatre， 
and aljowed himself to deal with them 8&ccording to his 1]ikes 
and dislikes。 工 seemed destined to be favoured by tblis mode 
of procedure: 8at Imy very first visit Cerf expressed his satis- 
faction with me，but wished to make use of me as 8“tenor. 
He offered no objection whbatever to my request for the pro- 
duction of my opera，but，on the contrary，promised to have t 
staged immediately， 了 e seemed partieularly anxious to appoint 
me conductor of the orchestra. As he was on the point of 
changing his operatic company，he foresaw that his present 
conducetor，Glaser，the composer of 4drershorst，would hinder 
his plans by taking the part of the older singersg : he was there- 
fore anxious to bave me associated with hie theatre，that he 
might have some one to support him who was favourably dis- 
posed towards the new singers. 

All this sounded so plausible, that 工 could scarcely be blamed 
for believing that the wheel of fortune had taken a favourable 
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turn for me, and for feeling a sense of lightheartedness at the 
thought of such rosy prospects。 工 had scarcely alowed myself 
the few modifications in my manner of living which these 
improved circumstances seemed to justify，ere it was made 
clear to me that my hopes were built upon sand.， 工 was flled 
with positive dread whben Isoon fully realised how nearly Cerf 
had come to defrauding me，merely it would seem for his own 
amusement After the manner of despots，he had 媚 ven his 
favours personally and autocratically; the withdrawal and 
annulment of his promilises，however，he made known to me 
thbrough his servants and secretaries，thus placing his strange 
conduct towards me in the light of the inevitable result of his 
dependence Upon o 伍 claldom. 

As Cerf wished to rid himself of me without even offering 
me compensation， 工 was obliged to try to come to some Under- 
standing regarding al that had been definitely arranged 
between us，and this with the very people against wbhom he 
had previously warned me 8&nd had wanted me to side with 
him。 TIhe conductor，stage Ianager，secretary，etc.，had to 
make it clear to me that my wishes could not be satisfied，and 
that the director oOwed me no compensation whatever for the 
time he had made me waste while awaiting the fulfilment of 
his promises。 This unpleasant experience has been a source 
of pain to Ime ever 8ince. 

Owing to al this my position was very Inuch worse than 让 
had been before。 Minna wrote to me frequently from 及 onigs- 
berg，but she had nothing encouraging to tell me with regard 
to my hopes in thbat direction。 IThe director of the theatre 
there seemed Unable to come to any clear understanding with 
his conduetor，& circumstance which 工 was afterwards able to 
understand,， but which at the time appeared to me inexplicable， 
and made my chance of obtaining the coveted appointment 
seem exceedingly remote， It seemed certain，however，thbat 
the post would be vacant in the autumn，and as 工 was drifting 
about aimjlessly in Berlin and refused for a moment to enter- 
tain the thought of returning to Leipzig，I 工 snatehed at this 
faint hope，and in imagination soared above the Berlin quicok- 
88ndqs to the safety of the harbour on the Baltic. 

工 only succeeded in doing so however， after 工 had struggled 
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thbrough di 全 cult and serious inward confliets to which my 
relations with Minna gave rise。 An incomprehensible feature 
in the character of this otherwise apparently simple-minded 
woman had thrown my young heart into 8a turmoil， A good- 
natured，well-to-do tradesman of Jewish extraction，Dnamed 
Soehwabe，who till that time had been established in Magdqeburg， 
made friendly advances to me in Berlin，and 工 soon disocovered 
that his sympathy was chiefy due to the passionate interest 
which he had conceived for Minna。 It afterwards became clear 
to me thbat an intimacy had existed between this man and 
Minna，whlch in itself could hardqdly be considered as a breach 
of faith towards me，since it had ended in a decided repulse 
of my rival'sg courtship in my favour.。 But the facet of this 
episode having been kept so secret that 工 had not had the 
faintest idea of it before，and also the suspicion 工 could not 
avolid harbouring that Minna's comfortable circumstanceg were 
in part due to this man's friendqship， 多 ledq me with gloomy 
mijisglvings。 But as 工 bave said，although I could fnd no real 
cause to complain of infdelity，I was distracted and alarmed， 
and was at last driven to the half-desperate resolve of regaining 
my balance in this respect by obtaining complete possesslon 
of Minna。 It seemed to me 8s hbough my stability as 8 cltizen 
88 well as my professiona]l success would be assured by 8a recog- 
nised union with Minna。 The two years spent in the thbeatrlcal 
world had，in fact，kept me in a constant state of distraction， 
of which in my heart of hearts 工 was most painfuly consclous. 
I realised vaguely that 工 was on the wrong path; 工 Jonged for 
peace and quiet，and hoped to fnd these most effectually by 
getting married，and so putting an end to the state of thblings 
that had become the source of so much anxiety to me. 

It was not surprising that 工 aube noticed by my untidy， 
passionate，and wasted appearance that something unusual 
Was amijss with me。 It was only in his company，which 工 
always found comforting, that 工 gained the only impressions of 
Berlin which compensated me in any way for my misfortunes. 
The most important artistie _ experience 工 bad，came to Ime 
through the performance of Ferdzmnand Corfez，conducted by 
Spontini himself，the spirit of which astonished me Imore 
than anything I had ever heard before。 TIhough the actual 
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production，especially as regards the chief characters，who as 
& Whole could not be regarded as belonging to the fower of 
Berlin opera，left me Unmoved，and though the effect never 
reached a point that could be even distantly compared to that 
produced upon Ime by Schrbder-Devrient，yet the exceptional 
precision，fire，and richljy organised rendering of the whole 
was DeW to me 工 gained &a fresh insight into the peculiar 
dignity of big theatrical representation8s，which in their several 
parte could，by wel-accentuated rhythm，be made to attain 
the highest pinnacle of art. 工 his extraordinarily distinet 
impression took a drastie hold of me，and above all served to 
guide me im my conception of 尺 temzz,，80 that,， speaking from an 
artistice point of view，Berlin may be said to have left its traces 
on my development. 

or the present，however，my chief concern Was to extricate 
Imyself from my extremely helpless position。 工 was determined 
to tu my steps to 及 onigsberg， and communicated my decision， 
and the hopes founded upon it，to Laube. TIhis excellent 
friend，without further inquiry，made & point of exerting his 
energiesg to free me from my present state of despair，and to 
help me to reach my next destination，an object which， through 
the assistance of several of his friends，he succeeded in accom- 
plishing. When he said good-bye to me，Laube with sympa- 
thetie foresight warned me，should 工 succeed in my desired 
career of musical conductor, not to allow myself to be entangled 
in the shallowness of stage life, and advised me after fatiguing 
rehearsals，instead of going to my 8weetheart，to take a serious 
book in hand，in order that my greater giftes might not go 
uneultivated。 工 did not tell him that by taking an early and 
decisive step im thisg direction 工 intended to protect myself 
effectually against the dangers of theatrical intrigues， On 
the Yth of July,，therefore， 工 started on what was at that time 
an extremely troublesome and fatiguing journey to thbe distant 
town of 及 onigsberg， 

It seemed to me 88 though 工 were leaving the world，as 工 
travelled on day after day through the desert marches。 工 hen 
followed a sad and humiliating impression of 及 inigsberg， where， 
积 one of the poorest-looking suburbs，Tragheim，mnear the 
theatre，and iD 8a lane such as one would expect to find in a 
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village，I found the ugly house in which Minna lodged。 The 
friendly and quiet kindness of manner，however，which was 
peceuliar to her，soon made me feel at home.， She was popular 
at the theatre，and wag respected by the managerg and actors， 
a fact which seemed to augur well for her betrothed，the part 
工 was now openly to assume. 

TIhough as yet there seemed no distinct prospect of my 
getting the appointment 工 had come for，yet we agreed that 
II could hold out a_ little longer，and that the matter would 
certainly be arranged in the end,， This was also the opinion 
of the eccentrice Abraham Miller，a worthy citizen of 及 nigs- 
berg，who was devoted to the theatre，and who took 8 very 
friendly interest in Minna，and fnally also in me， Ihis man， 
whbho was 8lready well advanced in life，belonged to the type of 
theatre lovers now probably completely extinct in Germany， 
but of whom so much is recorded in the history of actors of 
earlier times。 One could not spend an hour in the company of 
thbis man，who at one ftime had gone in for the most reckless 
speculations，without having to listen to his account of thbe 
glory of the stage in former times，described in most lively 
terms。 As & man of means he had at one time made the 
acquUaintance of nearly all the great actors and actresses of his 
day, and had even known how to win their friendship. Ihrough 
too great 8 liberality he unfortunately found himself in reduced 
circumstances，8nd wa8s now obliged to procure tbhe means to 
satisfy his craving for the theatre and his desire to protect 
those belonging to 让 by entering into all kinds of strange 
business transaction8s，in which，without running any real risk， 
he felt there was something to be gained. He was accordingly 
only able to afford the theatre a very meagre 8Upport，but one 
which was quite in keeping with its decrepit condition. 

This strange Ian，of whom the theatre director，Anton 
了 iibseh，stood to a certain extent in awe， undertook to procure 
me my appointment.， Ihe only circumstance against me W88 
the fact tbhat Louis Sochubert，the famous musician wbhom 工 
had known from very early times as the first violoncellist of 
the Magqeburg orchestra，had come to 及 inigsberg from Riga， 
where the theatre had been closed for a time, and where he had 
left his wife, in order to fl] the post of musical conductor here 
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tntil the new theatre in Riga was opened, and he could return. 
The reopening of the Riga theatre，which had already been 
fxed for the 了 Easter of thbis year，had been postponed，and he 
was nowW 8anxious not to leave 及 bnigsberg. Since Schubert 
was 8& horough maaster in his art，and since his choosing to 
remain Or go depended entirely on cirecumstances over Which 
he had no control，the theatre director found himself in the 
embarrassing position of having to secure 8ome one who would 
be willing to wait to enter upon his appointment till Sehubert?s 
business called him away， Oonsequently a young musical 
conduetor Who was anxious to remain in 及 bnigsberg at any 
price could but be heartily welcomed as a reserve and sub- 
stitute in case of emergency.。 JIndeed，the director declared 
himself willing to give me 8 8mall retaining fee till the time 
should arrive for my definite entrance Upon my duties. 

Schubert，on the contrary，was furious at my arrival ; there 
Was8 DO longer any necessity for his speedy return to 了 Riga, 
since the reopening of the theatre there had been postponed 
indefiniteljy。 Moreover，he had a special interest in remaining 
in 及 jnigsberg，as he had concelived a passion for the prima 
donna there，which considerably lessened his desire to return 
to his wife So at the last moment he clung to hise 玉 5nigsberg 
post with great eagerness，regarded me 88 his deadly enemy， 
and，spurred on by his instinet of self-preservation，Used every 
means in his power to make my stay in 玉 inigsberg，and the 
already painfu]l position 工 occupied while awaiting his departure， 
a veTitablje hel to me. 

While in Magdeburg 工 had been on the friendliest footing 
_With bothb mnuslcians and singers，and had been shown the 
greatest consideration by the publie， 工 here found 工 had to 
defend myself on all sides against the most mortifying iD-wil. 
This hostility towards me，which soon made itself apparent; 
contributed in no small degree to make me feel as thbough in 
coming to 及 bnigsberg I had gone into exile， In spite of my 
eagerness, 工 realised that under the circumstances my marriage 
with Minna would prove a hazardous undertaking. At the 
beginning of August the company went to Memel for a time， 
to open the summer season there， and 工 followed Minna a few 
days later，。 We went most of the way by sea， and crossed thbe 
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Kurische Haf in a sailing vessel in bad weather with the wind 
against us 一 One of the most melancholy crossings 工 have 
ever experienced。 As we passed the thin strip of sand that 
divides this bay from the Baltie Sea，the castle of 了 unsitten， 
where Hoffmann laidq thbe scene of one of his most gruesome 
tales (Das Ma7yorat )，wWaS pointed out to me。 工 he faet thbat in 
this desolate neighbourhood，of all places in the world， 工 
should after so long a lapse of time be once more brought in 
contact with the fantastic impressiongs of my youth，had a 
singular and depressing effect on my mind， The unhappy 
sojourn in Memel，the lamentable role 工 played there，every- 
thing in 8hort，contributed to make me fnd my only consola- 
tion in Minna， who, after all, was the cause of my having placed 
myself in this unpleasant position。 Our friend Abraham 
followed us from inigsberg and did all kindqs of queer things 
to promote my interests，and wa88 obviously anxious to put 
the director and conductor at variance with each other.。 One 
day Schubert， in consequence of a dispute with Hiibsch on the 
previous night，actually declared himself too unwell to attend 
8& rehearsal of 尺 wryaztjhe，in order to force the manager to 
summon Ime suddenly to take bis place。 JIn doing this zy 
rival maliciousl]y hoped that as 工 was totally unprepared to 
conduet this di 值 cult opera，which was seldom played, 工 would 
expose my incapacity in aa manner most welcome to his hos- 
tile intentions。 Although 工 bad never really had a 8score of 
Zryazitje before me，his wish was 8o little gratifed，that he 
elected to get well for the representation in order to conduet 
it himself，which he would not have done if it had been foundqd 
necessary to cancel the performance on account of my incom- 
petence。 In this wreteheqd position，vexed in mind，exposed to 
the severe climate，which even on summer evenings struck me 
8a8 horribly cold，and oceupied merely in warding of the most 
painful troubles of life，my time，88 far 88 any professional 
advancement wa88 concerned，wa8 completely lost。 At last，on 
our return to 及 inigsberg, and particularly under the guardian- 
ship of M5ller, the question as to what was to be done Was Imore 
earnestly considered， 下 inally，Minna and 工 were offered a 
fairly good engagement in Danzig，through the infuence of 
my brotherin-l]aw Wolfram and his wife，who had gone there。 
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Miller seized this opportunity to induce the director Hiibsch， 
who was anxious not to lose Minna, to siegn a contract including 
Us both，and by which it was understood that under any 
circumstances 工 should be o 全 cially appointed as conductor at 
his theatre from the following 卫 aster. Moreover，for our 
wedding，a benefit performance was promised，for which we 
chose Dae Stfnaizri7e 007 忆 ortcz to be conducted by me in person. 
For，88 Miller remarked，it Was absolutely necessary for Us to 
get married，and to have a due celebration of the event; there 
was no getting out of 让 Minna made no objection，and alj 


Iny past endeavours and resolutions seemed to prove that my 


one desire was to take anchor in the haven of matrimony。 JIn 
spite of this，however，8&a strange conflicet was going on within 
me at this time。 工 had become suffciently intimate with 
Minna?s life and character to realise the wide difference between 
ou two natures 88s fully as the important step 工 was about to 
take necessitated ; but my powers of judgment were not yet 
su 值 ciently matured. 

My future wife was the child of poor parentse，natives of 
Oederan in the 了 Erzgebirge in Saxony. 了 er father was Do 
ordinary man; he possessed enormous vitality，but in his old 
age showed traces of some feebleness of mind。 In his young days 
he had been a trumpeter in Saxony，and in this capacity had 
taken part in a campaign against the rench, and had also been 
present at the battle of Wagram. He afterwards became 8 
mechanic，and took up the trade of manufacturing cards for 
carding wool，and as he invented an improvement in the pro- 
cess of their production，he is said to have made 8a very good 
business of it for some time。 A rich manufacturer of Chemnitz 
onoe gave him a large order to be delivered at the end of the 
year: the children，whose pliable fngers had already proved 
serviceable in this respect，had to work hard day and nlght， 
and in return the father promised tbhem an exceptionaly happy 
Christmas，as he expected to get a large sum of money. When 
the longed-for time arrived，however，he received the announoe- 
ment of his client”8 bankruptey。 The goods that had already 
been delivered were lost，and the material that remained on 
his hands there was no prospect of selling. Ihe family never 
stucceeded in recovering 人 om thbe state of confusion into which 
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this Imisfortune had thrown them; they went to Dresden， 
where the father hoped to find remunerative employment as a 
skilled mechanic，especially in the manufacture of pianos，of 
whbhich he supplied separate parte。 互 e also brought away with 
him a large quantity of the fine wire which had been destined 
for the manufacture of the cards，and which he hoped to be 
able to sel at a profit。 The ten-year-old Minna was comrmis- 
sioned to sell separate lots of it to the milliners for making 
fowers。、 She would set out with a heavy basketful of wire， 
and had such a 如 ft for persuading people to buy that she soon 
disposed of the whole supply to the best advantage。 上 rom 
this time the desire was &wWakened in her to be of active use 
to her impoverished family，and to earn her own living as soon 
88 possible，in order not to be a burden on her parente。 As 
she grewW Up and developed into a strikingly beautiful woman， 
she attracted the attention of men at 8 very early age。 人 
certain Herr von 卫 insiedel fell passionately in love with her， 
and took advantage of the inexperienced young girl when she 
Was 0 任 her guard. 了 Her family was thbrown into the utmoet 
consternation，and only her mother and elder sister could be 
told of the terrible position in which Minna {found herself. 
Her father，from whose anger the worst consequencesg Were to 
be feared，was never informed that his barely seventeen-year- 
old daughter had become a mother，and under conditions that 
had threatened her jife，had given birth to a girl Minna， 
Who could obtain no redress from her seducer，now felt doubly 
called upon to earn her own livelihood and leave her father 8 
house。 Ihrough the infuence of friends, she had been brought 
into contact with an amateur theatrical society: while acting 
in 8 performance given there，she attracted the notice of mem- 
bers of the Royal Court Theatre，and in particular drew the 
attention of the director of the Dessau Court 工 heatre，who 
wa8 present，and who immediately offered her an engagement. 
She gladly caught at this way of esgcape from her tzying positioD， 
8a8 it opened up the possibility of a brilliant stage career，and 
of some day being able to provide amply for her family. She 
had not the slightest passion for the stage， and utterly devoid 
88 8he wag of any jlevity or coquetry，she merely saw in 8& 
theatrical career the means of earning aa quick，and possibly 
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even 8 Tich，livelihood,， Without any artistie training，the 
theatre merely meant for her the company of actors and act- 
Tesse8。 ”Whether she pleased or not seemed of importance 
in her eyes only in so far as it affected her realisation of a 
comfortable independence。 To use al the means at her dis- 
posal to assure thlg end seemed to her as necessary 38 it is for 
a tradesman to expose his goods to the best advantage。 

The friendship of the director，manager，and favourite 
members of the theatre she regarded as indispensable，whilst 
those frequenters of the theatre who，through their criticism 
OF taste，infuenced the publie，and thus also had weight with 
thbe management，8she recognised as beings upon whom the 
attainment of her most fervent desires dependqed.。 Never to 
make enemies of them appeared so natural and 80 necessaTy 
thatb in order to maintain her popularity，she was prepared to 
sacrifice even her self-respect。 She had in this way created for 
herself a_ certain peculiar code of behaviour，that on the one 
hand prompted her to avoid scandals，but on the other hand 
found excuses even for making herself conspieuous as long as she 
herself knew thbat she was doing nothing wrong. Hence arose 
8 Imixture of inconsistencies， the questionable sense of which 
she was incapable of grasping. It was clearly impossible for 
her not to lose all real sense of delicacy ; she showed，however， 
8& 8ense of the fitness of things，which made her have regard 
to what was considered proper, though she could not understand 
tbhat mere 8ppearances were 8 Imockery when they only served 
to cloak the absence of a real sense of delicacy。 As she was 
without idealism，she had no artistie feeling; neither did she 
possess any talent for acting，and her power of pleasing was 
due entirely to her charming appearance， Whether in time 
routine Would have made her become 8 good actress jit is 
imposslible for me to say。 工 he strange power she exercised over 
Ime from the very first was in no wise due to the fact that 工 
regarded her in any WwW87 88 the embodiment of my ideal; on 
the contrary，she attracted me by the soberness and seriousness 
of her character，which supplemented what Ifelt to be wanting 
in my own, and afforded me the support that in my wanderings 
after the ideal 工 Jmew to be necessary for me。 

工 had soon accustomed myself never to betray my craving 
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after the ideal before Minna : unable to account for this even 
to myself， 工 always made 8 point of avoiding the subject by 
passing it over with a laugh and a joke; but，on this account， 
it was 8] the more natural for me to feel qualms when fears 
arose in my mind as to her really possessing the qualities to 
which 工 had attributed her superiority over me。 Her strange 
tolerance with regard to certain familiarities and even impor- 
tunitieg on the part of patrons of the theatre，directed even 
&gainst her person，hurt me considerably; and on my reproach- 
ing her for this， 工 was driven to despair by her assuming an 
injured expression 8as though I had insulted her。 It was quite 
by chance tbhat 工 came across Schwabe's letters,， and thus gained 
8n_ astonishing insight into her intimacy with that man，of 
which she had left me in ignorance，and allowed me to gain 
my first knowledge during my stay in Berlin. All my latent 
jealousy，all my inmost doubte concerning Minna's character， 
found vent in my sudden determination to leave the girl at 
once。 Ihere was 8 violent scene between us，which was 
typical of all our subsequent altercations。 工 bad obviously 
gone too far in treating 8a woman who was not passionately in 
love with me，as 计 工 had a real right over herj for，after 
al]]，she had merely yielded to my importunity，and in no 
Way belonged to me， Io add to my perplexity，Minna only 
needed to remind me that from a worldly point of view shbe 
had refused very good offers in order to give way to the impetu- 
osity of 8a penniless young man，whose talent had not yet been 
put to any real test，and to whom she had nevertheless shown 
sympathy and kindness。 

What she could least forgive in me was the raging vehem- 
ence With which Ispoke, and by which she felt so insulted, that 
Upon realising to what excesses 工 had gone，there wasg nothing 
II could do but try and pacify her by owning myself in the 
Wrong， and begging her forgiveness。 Such was the end of thbils 
and 8] subsequent scenes，outwardly，at least，always to her 
advantage。 了 But peace was Undermined for ever，and by the 
frequent recurrence of such quarrels，Minna;s character under- 
went 8a considerable change。 Just as in later times she became 
perplexed by what she considered my incomprehensible con- 
ception of art and ite proportions，which upset her ideas about 
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everything connected with it，80 nowW she grew more and more 
confused by my greater delicacy in regard to morality，whbich 
wa8 veTy different from hers, especlally as in many other respects 
II displayed a freedom of opinion which she could neither 
comprehend nor approve. 

A feeling of passionate resentment was accordingly roused 
in her otherwise tranquil disposition。 tt was not SUrprising 
that this resentment increased as the years went on，and mani- 
fested itself in a manner characteristic of a girl sprung from tbe 
lower middle class，in whom mere superficial poligsh had taken 
the place of any true culture The real torment of ourz subse- 
quent life together lay in the fact that owing to her violence， 
工 had lost the last support 工 had hitherto found in her excep- 
tionally sweet disposition。 At thbat time 工 was flled only 
with a dim forebodqing of the fateful step 工 was taking in marry- 
jing her.。 Her agreeable and soothing qualities still bad such 
& beneficial effect upon me，that with the frivolity natural to 
Ime，88 Well as the obstinacy with which I 工 met al opposition， 
Isilenced the inner voice that darkly foreboded disaster. 

Since my journey to 及 inigsberg 工 bad broken off al com- 
munication with my family, that is to say，with my mother and 
Rosalie，and Itold no one of the step 工 had decided to take. 
Under my old friend Mi5llers audacious guidance 工 overcame 
all the legal di 全 culties thbat stood in the way of our union.。 
According to Prussian law, 8 man who has reached hlis majority 
no longer requires his parents”consent to his marriage: but 
since，&ccording to this Same provision， 工 was not yet of age， 
工 had recourse to thbe law of Saxony, to which country 工 belonged 
by birth，and by whose regujations 工 had already attained my 
majority at the age of twenty-one。 Our banns had to be 
published at tbe place where we bad been living during tbe past 
year, and this formality was carried out in Magdqdeburg withonut 
any further objections being ralsed. As Minna's parents had 
given their consent，the only thing thbat stil remained to be 
done to make everything quite in orqer was for us to go together 
to the clergyman of the parish of Tragheim.。 TIhis proved a 
strange enough visit。 Itook Place the morning preceding 
tbe performance to be given for our benefit，in which Minna 
had chosen thbe pantomimic r0le of Eenella ; her costume Was 
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not ready yet，and there was still a great deal to be done. 
The rainy cold November weatbher made us feel out of humour， 
when, to add to our vexation，we were kept standing in the hall 
of the vicarage for an Unreasonable time。、 Ihen an altercation 
8rose between Us which speedily led to such bitter vituperation 
that we were ]ust on the point of separating and going each our 
own Way，Wwhen the clergyman opened the door。 Not a little 
embarrassed at having surprised us in the act of quarrelling， 
he invited us in。 We were obliged to put a good face on the 
matterz，however; and the absurdity of the situation so tickled 
ouUr 8ense of humour that we laughed ; the parson was appeased， 
and the wedding fxed for eleven ocelock the next morning. 
Another fruitful source of irritation，which often led to the 
outbreak of violent quarrelling between us，was the arrange- 
ment of our future home，in the interior comfort and beauty 
of which I hoped to fndqd a guarantee of happiness。 The 
economical ideas of my bride fled me with impatience。 工 
wa8 determined that the inauguration of 8 series of prosperouag 
years which 工 saw before me must be celebrated by a corre- 
spondingly comfortable home. urniture，household utensils， 
and 8]] necessariegs were obtained on credit，to be paid for by 
instajment. Ihere was，of course，no question of aa dowry， 
8 wedding outft，or any of the things that are generally con- 
sidered indispensable to 8 wel-founded establighment. Our 
WwWitnesseg and guestes were drawn from the company of actors 
accidentally brought together by their engagement at the 
及 inigsberg theatre。 My friend Miller made us a present of 
a silver sugar-basin，which was Supplemented by a silver cake- 
basket from another stage friend，a peculiar and，as far as 工 
can Temember，rather interesting young man Damed 匡 rnast 
Castell. Ihe benefit performance of the Dre AtariE 1V07 
Portacz，which 工 conducted with great enthusiasam，went 0 企 
well, and brought us in as large a sum as we had counted upon. 
After spending the rest of the day before our wedding very 
quietljy，a8 we were tired out after ouT return fom the theatre， 
I took up my abode for the first time in our new home， Not 
wishing to use the bridal bed，decorated for the occasion， 工 
lay down on 8 hard sofa，without even su 伍 cient covering on 
me，3nd froze valiantly while awaiting the happiness of the 
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following day. 工 was pleasantly excited the next morning by 
the arrival of Minna's belongings，packed in boxes and baskets. 
TIhe weather, too, had quite cleared up, and the sun was shining 
brightly; only our sitting-room refused to get properly warm, 
which for some time drew down Minna's reproaches upon my 
head for my supposed carelessness in not having seen to the 
heating arrangementes， At last 工 dressed myself in my new 
suit，& dark blue frock-coat with gold buttons。 The carriage 
drove up，and I set out to feteh my bride。 The bright sky 
had put us all in good spirits, and in the best of humour I met 
Minna，who was dressed in a splendid gown chosen by me。 
She greeted me with sincere cordiality and pleasure shining from 
her eyes; and taking the fne weather as & good omen，we 
started o 企 for what now seemed to us 8 most cheerful wedding. 
We enjoyed _ the satisfaction of seeing the church as over- 
crowded as if a brilliant theatrical representation were being 
given;i it wa8 qujite 8 di 伍 cult matter to make ouUr Way to 
the altar，where 8a group no less worldly than the rest，con- 
sisting of our witnesses，dressed in all their theatrical fnery， 
were 8ssemhbled to receive us。 工 bere w8s not one real friend 
amongst 8all those present，for even our strange old friend 
Millerz was absent，because mno suitablje partner had been 
found for him。 工 was not for a single moment insensible 
to the chilling frivolity of the congregation，who seemed to 
impart their tone to the whole ceremony. 工 listened like 
one in 8& dream to the nuptial addqress of the parson，who， 
工 was afterwards told, had had a share in producing the spirit 
of bigotry which at this time wa8 80 prevalent in 及 bnigs- 
berg，and which exercised such a disquieting influence on its 
population. 

A few days later 工 was told that a rumour had got about 
the town that 工 bad taken action against the parsgon for some 
gross insults contained in his sermon; 工 did not quite see 
what was meant，but supposed that the exaggerated report 
ar08se from 8 passage in his address whbich 工 in my excitement 
had misunderstood.。 The preacher，in speaking of the dark 
days，of which we were to expect our share，bade us look to 
an Unknown friend，and I glanced up inquiringly for further 
particulars of this mysterious and influential patron who chose 
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so strange 8 Way of announcing himself。 了 Reproachfully，and 
with peculiar emphasis，the pastor then pronounced the name 
of this unknown friend: Jesus。 Now 工 was not ip any Way 
insulted by this，as people imagined，but was simply dis- 
appointed ; at the same time， 工 thought that such exhortations 
were probably usual in nuptial addresses. 

But，on the whole， 工 was 80 absent-minded during this 
ceremony，which was double Dutch to me that when the parson 
held out the closed prayerbook for us to place our wedding 
rings Upon，Minna had to nudge me forcibly to make me 
follow her example. 

At that moment 工 saaw，88 clearly 88 in a vislion my whole 
being divided into two cross-currents that dragged me in 
different directions; the upper one faced the sun and carried 
me onward like a dreamer，whilst the lower one held my nature 
captive，a prey to some inexplicable fear， Ihe extraordinary 
levity with which 工 chased away the conviction which kept 
forcing itself upon me，that 工 wasg committing a twofold sin， 
wa8 amply accounted for by the really genuine affection with 
Which 工 looked upon the young girl whose truly exceptional 
character (8o rare in the environment in which she had been 
placed) led her thus to bind herself to & young man without 
any meang of support。 It was eleven ocelock on the morning 
of the 24th of November, 1836，and 工 was twenty-three and a 
half. 

On the way home from church，and afterwards，my good 
spirits ro8e Superior to al my doubts. 

Minna at once took upon herself the duty of receiving and 
entertaining her guests。 Ihe table was spread，and 8 rich 
feast，at which Abraham Mi5ller，the energetie promoter of our 
Im8aIriage，8]so took part，althbough he had been rather put out 
by hie exclusion from the church ceremony，made up for the 
coldness of the room， which for a long time refused to get warm， 
to the great distress of thbe young hostess. 

卫 verything went o 企 in the usual uneventful way。 Never- 
theless,， 工 retained my good spirits til the next morning，when 
工 bad to present myself at the mapgistrate's court to meet the 
demands of my creditors，which had been forwarded to me from 
Magdeburg to 及 inigsburg. 
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My friend Miller，whom 工 had retained for my defence, had 
foolishly advised me to meet my creditors” demands by plead- 
ing infancy according to the law of Prussia, at all events until 
actual as8sistance for the settlement of the claims could be 
obtained. 

The magistrate，to whom 工 stated this plea 88 工 had been 
advised，was astonlshed，being probably well aware of my 
marTriage on the previous day，which could only have taken 
place on the production of documentary proof of my majority. 
工 naturally only gained & brief resplte by this mandquvre，and 
the troubles which beset me for a long time afterwards had 
their origin on the first day of my marriage. 

During the period wbhen 工 held no appointment at the theatre 
Isuffered various humiliations。 Nevertbheless， 工 thought 让 
Wise to make the most of my leisure in the interests of my art， 
and 工 fnished a few pieces，among which was a grand overture 
on 民 Le 忆 rztaziit0。 

When I was still in Berlin 工 had written the overture entitled 
Polornta，which has already been mentioned in connection 
with the Polish festival， Rvwie 了 Bmtan7za4 wa88 8 further and 
deliberate step ip the direction of mass effects; at the close & 
strong military band was to be added to the already over-full 
orchestra，and 工 intended to have the whole thing performed 
at the Musical Eestival in 了 及 inigsberg in the summer 

To these two overtures 工 added a supplement 一 &n overture 
entitled Wapoeon。 Ihe point to which 工 devoted my chief 
attention wWa8 the selection of the means for producing certain 
effects，and 工 carefully considered whether 工 should express 
the annihilating stroke of fate tbat befell the French 了 mperor 
in 了 Russia by a beat on the tom-tom or not。 工 believe it was 
to 8 great extent my scruples about the introduction of this 
beat that prevented me from carrying out my Plan just tben. 

On the other hand，the conclusions which 工 bad reached 
regarding the ijl-success of Zebpesverbot resulted in an operatic 
sketch in which the demands made on thbe chorus and the sta 企 
of singers 8hould be more ip proportion to the known capacity 
of the local company，a8 this small theatre was the only one 
at my disposal. 

A quaint tale from the 47rabtion N?9gjts suggested the very 
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subject for a light work of this deseription，the title of which， 
过 工 remember rightly，was Manyerlsl gr08Se7 QU FauLen1tst 
(Man outwite Woman ). 

I transplanted the story from Bagdad to a modern setting. 
A young goldsmith offends the pride of a young woman by 
placing the above motto on the sign over his shop; deeply 
veiled，she steps into his shop and asks him，as he displays 
such excellent taste in his work，to express his opinion on her 
own physical charms; he begins with her feet and her hands， 
and fnally，noticing hig confusion，she removes the veil from 
her face。 The jeweller ls carried away by her beauty，where- 
upon she complains to him that her father，who has always kept 
her in the strictest seclusion，describes her to al her sultors 
88 8n Ugly monsterz，his object being，she imagines，sgimply to 
keep her dowry。 The young man swears that he will not be 
frightened o 企 by these foolish objections，should the father 
raise them against his sult。 No sooner said thban done。 The 
daughter of this peculiar old gentleman is promised to the 
Unsuspecting jeweller，and is brought to her bridegroom as 
800n 38 he has signed the contract. 了 He then sees that the 
father has indeed spoken the truth，the real daughter being a 
perfect scarecrow.。 Ihe beautiful lady returns to the bride- 
groom to gloat over his desperation，and promilses to release 
him from his terrible marriage if he will remove the motto 
from his signboard。 At this point 工 departed from the original, 
and continued 88 follows: IThe enraged jeweller 1i8 on the 
point of tearing down his unfortunate signboard when a curiouas 
8pparition leads him to pause in the act. 也 e sees 8 bear- 
leader in the street making his clumsy beast dance，in whom 
the luckjess lover recognises at 8 glance his ovm fatber，from 
whom he has been parted by a hard fate. 

He suppresses any sign of emotion， for in a fash a scheme 
occurs to him by which he can utilise tbis discovery to free him- 
self from the hated marriage with the daughter of the proud 
old aristocrat。 

He instructs the bear-leader to come that evening to the 
garden where the solemn betrothal is to take place in the 
presence of the invited guests. 

He then explains to his young enemy that he wishes to leave 
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the signboard up for the tme being，as he stil hopes to prove 
the truth of the motto. 

After the marriage contract，in which the young man arTo- 
gates to himself all kinds of fictitious titles of nobility，has been 
read to the assembled company (composed，say，of the 6lzle 
of the noble immigrante at the time of the French Revolution )， 
there is heard suddenly the pipe of the bear-leader，who enters 
the garden with hig prancing beast. Angered by this trivial 
diversion，the astonished company become indignant when the 
bridegroom，giving free vent to his feelings，throws himself 
with tears of joy into thbhe arms of tbhe bear-leader and loudly 
proclaims him as his long-lost father， 工 he consternation of 
the company becomes even greater，however，when the bear 
itself embraces the man they supposed to be of noble birth， 
for the beaast is no less a person thban his own brother in the 
fesh who，on the death of the real bear，had donned its skin， 
thus enabling the poverty-stricken pair to continue to earn 
their livelihood in the only way left to them。 This public 
disclosure of the bridegroom's lowly origin at once dissolves 
the marriage，and the young woman，declaring herself out- 
witted by many offers her hand in compensation to the released 
jeweler， 

To this unassuming subject 工 gave the title of the CGIUcz1azcje 
Purenjfaze, and provided it with a dialogue which afterwards 
met with 也 oltei's highest approval. 

工 was about to begin the music for it in a new light French 
style，but the seriousness of my position，which grew more and 
more cute，prevented further progress in Iy7 Work。 

In thbis respect my strained relations with the conductor 
of the theatre were still a constant source of trouble。 With 
nelither the opportunity nor the means to defend myself， 工 
had to submit to being maligned and rendered an object of 
suspicion on al sides by my rival，who remained master of the 
field， Ihe object of this was to disgust me with the idea of 
taking Up my appointment as musical conductor，for which 
the contract had been 8signed for 了 aster。 Though 工 did not 
jose my self-confdence， 工 suffered keenly from the indignity 
and the depressing effect of this prolonged strain. 

When at last，at the beginning of April the moment arrived 
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for the musical conductor Sochubert to resign，and for me to 
take over the whole charge，he had the melancholy satisfaction 
of knowing thbat not onl]y was the standing of the opera seri- 
ously weakened by the departure of the prima donna，but that 
there Was good reason to doubt whether the theatre could be 
carried on at all. This month of Lent，which was such a bad 
time in Germany for all similar theatrical enterprises， decimated 
the 及 bnigsberg audience with the rest. Ihe director took the 
greatest trouble imaginable to 名] up the gaps in the sta 企 of 
the opera by meang of engaging strangers temporarily，and by 
new_ acquisitions，and in this my personality and unfagging 
activity were of real service; 工 devoted all my energy to 
buoying up by word and deed the tattered ship of the theatre， 
in which Inow had a hand for thbe first time. 

For a long time 工 had to try and keep cool under the most 
violent treatment by a cligque of studentes，among whom my 
predecessor had ralised up enemies for me; and by the unerring 
certainty of my conducting 工 had to overcome the initial 
opposition of the orchestra，which had been set against me. 

Afterz laboriously jaying the foundation of personal respect， 
工 wa8 nowW forced to realise that thbe business methods of the 
director，Hiibsch，had already involved too great a sacrifice to 
permit the theatre to make its way 8gainst the unfavourable- 
ness of the season， and in May he admitted to me tbhat he had 
come to the point of being obliged to elose the theatre. 

By summoning up all my eloquence，and by making sugges- 
tions which promlsed a happy issue， 工 was able to induce him 
to persevere; nevertheless，this was only possible by making 
demands on the loyalty of his company，who were 8sked to 
forego part of their salaries for a time. This aroused genera8l 
bitterness on the part of the uninitiated，and I found myself 
in the curioug position of being forced to place the director in 
8 favourable light to those who were hard hit by these measures， 
while 工 myself and my position were affected in such a manner 
that my situation became daily more unendurable under the 
accumulation of intolerable di 全 cujlties taking their root in my 
Past. 

But though 工 did not even then lose courage，Minna，who as 
my wife was robbed of all that she had a right to expect， 
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found this turn of fate quite unbearable。 The hidden canker 
of our marTried life which，even before our marriage, had caused 
me the most terrible anxiety and led to violent scenes，reached 
its full growth under these sad conditions。 The less 工 was able 
to Iaintain the standard of comfort due to our position by 
working and making the most of my talents，the more did 
Minna，to my insufferablje shame，consider it mecessary to 
take tbhis8 burden upon herself by making the most of her 
personal popularity. 工 he discovery of similar condescensions 
一 88 TI used to call tbem 一 on Minna's part had repeatedly 
led to revolting scenes，and only her peculiar conception of 
her professional position and the needs it involved had made a 
charitable interpretation possible. 

工 w8s absolutely unable to bring my young wife to see my 
point of view, or to make her realise my own wounded feelings 
on tbhese occaslons，wWhile the unrestrained violence of my 
speech anad behaviour made an understanding once and for al] 
impossible。 工 hese scenes frequently sent my wife into con- 
vulsions of so alarming a nature that，as will easily be realised， 
tbhe satisfaction of reconciling her once more Was all that 
remained to me。 Certain it was that our mutual attitude 
became more and more incomprehensible and inexplicable to 
us both. 

These quarrelg，whicn now became more frequent and more 
distressing，may have gone far to diminish the strength of any 
affection which Minna was able to give me but 工 had no lidea 
that she was on]y waiting for 8a favourable opportunity to come 
to 8 desperate decision。 

To fll the place of tenor in our company,， 工 bad summoned 
riedrich Schmitt to 及 nigsberg，8a friend of my first year im 
Magdeburg，to whom allusion has already been made. 也 e 
Was 8incerely devoted to me, and helped me as much as possible 
in overcoming the dangers which threatened the prosperity 
of the theatre 88 well as my own position。 

工 he pecessity of being on friendqly terms with the publie 
made me much less reserved and cautious in making new 
acquaintances，especially when in his company. 

A rich merchant，of the name of Dietrich，had recently 
constituted himself a patron of the theatre，and especially of 
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thbe women。 With due deference to the men with whom they 
werTe connected，he used to invite the picek of these ladies to 
dinner at his house，and affected，on these occasions，the wel]- 
to-do 了 nglishman， which was the beau-ideal for German 
merchantes， especially in the manufacturing towns of the 
north。 

工 had shown my annoyance at the acceptance of the invita- 
tion， sent to us among the rest, at first simply because his ]ooks 
were Tepugnant to me. Minna considered this very unjust. 
Anyhow， 工 set my face decidedly against continuing our 
acquaintance with thig man，and although Minna did not 
insist on receiving him，my conduet towards the intruder was 
the cause of angry scenes between uas. 

One day Eriedrich Schmitt considered it his duty to inform 
me that this Herr Dietrich had spoken of me at a public qinner 
in Such 8a manner 88 to lead every one to suppose that he had 
8 Suspicious intimacy with my wife 工 felt obliged to suspect 
Minna of having， in some way Unknown to me, told the fellow 
about my conduct towards her，88 well as about our precarious 
position。 

Accompanied by Sechmitt，I called this dangerous person to 
account on the subject in his own home。 At first this only 
]ed to the usual denials。 Afterwards，however，he sent secret 
communicationg to Minna concerning the interview，thus Pro- 
viding her with a supposed new grievance against me in the 
form of my inconslderate treatment of her. 

Our relations now reached a critical stage，and on certain 
points we preserved slilence. 

At the same time 一 过 was towards the end of May, 1837 一 
tbhe business affairs of the theatre had reached the erisig above 
mentioned，when the management was obliged to fall back 
.on the 8self-seacrifceing co-operation of the sta 仓 to assure the 
continuance of the undertaking.。 As 工 have said before，my 
own position at the end of a year 8o disastrous to my welfare 
wa8 seriously affected by this ; nevertheless，there seemed to 
be no alternative for me but to face these di 佳 culties patiently， 
and relying on the faithful Eriedrich Sechmitt，but lgnoring 
Minna， 工 began to take the necessary steps for making my 
post at 及 inigsberg secure， TIhis，as well as the arduous part 
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I tpok in the business of the theatre，kept me 8o busy and so 
much away from home，that 工 was not able to pay any par- 
ticular attention to Minna's silence and reserve， 

On the morning of the 31lst of May 工 took leave of Minna， 
expecting to be detained till late in the afternoon by rehearsals 
and business matters。 With my entire approval she had for 
some time been accustomed to have her daughter Nathalie， 
who Was 8Upposed by every one to be hezr youngest sister，to 
stay with her. 

As 工 was about to wish them my usual quiet good-bye，the 
two Women rushed after me to the door and embraced me 
passlionately，Minna as well as her daughter bursting into tears. 
_ 工 was alarmed，and asked the meaning of this excitement，bnut 
couUd get no answer from them，andq 工 wasg obliged to leave 
them and ponder alone over their peculiar conduct，of the 
rea8on for which 工 had not even the faintest idea。 

工 arrived home late in the afternoon，worn out by my exer- 
tiong and worries， dead-tired， pale and hungry，and was 
8SUrprised to find the table not laid and Minna not at home， 
the maid telling me that she had not yet returned from her 
walk withb Nathalie. 

工 waited patiently，sinking qown exhausted at the work- 
table，which 工 absent-mindedqly openedq. To my intense as- 
tonishment it was empty， 了 orror-struck，I 工 sprang up and 
went to the wardrobe，and realised at once that Minna had 
left the house; her departure had been so cunningly planned 
thbat even the maid was Unaware of it 

With death in my soul 工 dashed out of the house to investi- 
gate the cause of Minna;s disappearance。 

Old Mollerz，by his practical sagacity，very 8oon found out 
that Dietrich，his personal enemy，had left 了 inigsberg in the 
direction of Berlin by the special coach in thbhe morning. 

工 his horrible fact stood staring me in the face. 

工 bad now to try and overtake the fugitives。 With the 
lavish use of money this might have been possible，but funds 
were lacking，and had，in part，to be laboriously eollected. 

On Millers advice 工 took the silver wedding presente with 
me in case of emergency，and after the lapse of a few terrible 
hours went o 企 ，also by special coach，with my distressed old 
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frienq。 We hoped to overtake the ordinary mail-coach，which 
had started a short time before,， as it w8s probable thbat Minna 
would also continue her journey in this, at a safe distance from 
及 bnigsberg. 

This proved impossiblje，and when next morning at break 
of day we arrived in 了 lbing，we found our money exhausted 
by the lavish use of the express coach，and were compelled 
to _ return ; we discovered，moreover，that even by using the 
ordinary coach we should be obliged to pawn the sugar-basin 
and cake-dish。 

This return journey to 了 inigsberg rightliy remains one of 
the saddest memories of my youth。 Of course, 工 did not for 
a moment entertain the idea of remaining in the place; my 
one thought was how 工 could best get away. 也 eammed im 
between the law-euite of my Magdeburg creditors and the 
了 Kinigsberg tradesmen，who had claims on me for the payment 
by instalment of my domestie accounts，Imy departure could 
on]y be carried out ip secrecy。 下 or thbia very reason，too, 让 
Was necessSary for me to raise Ioney，particularly for the long 
journey from 了 inigsberg to Dresden，whither 工 determined to 
go in quest of my wife，and these matters detained me for two 
long and terrible days. 

I received no news whatever from Minna; from Mi5ller 工 
ascertained that she had gone to Dresden，and that Dietrich 
had only accompanied her for a short distance on thbe excuse 
of helping her in a friendqly way. 

I succeeded in assuring myself that she really only wished to 
get away from 8 position that flled her with desperation，and 
for thig purpose had accepted the assistance of a man who 
sympathised with her，and thbat 8he was for the present seeking 
rest and shelter with her parentes。 My first indignation at the 
eyent accordingly subsided to such an extent that 工 gradually 
acquired more sympathy for her in her despairz，and began to 
reproach myself both for my conduct and for having brought 
Unhappiness on her. 

I became so convinced of the correctness of this view during 
the tedious journey to Dresden via Berlin，which II eventually 
Undertook on the 3rd of June，that when at last 工 found 
Minna at the humble abode of her parents， 工 was rea8ly quite 
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unable to express anything but repentence and heartbroken 
sympathy. 

It was qujte true that Minna thought herself badly treated 
by me，and declared thbat she had only been forced to take this 
desperate step by brooding over our impossible position，to 
which she thought me both blind and deaf.， 再 er parents were 
not pleased to see me: the painfully excited condition of their 
daughter seemed to afford su 值 cient justification for her com- 
plaintes against me Whether my own sufferings，my hasty 
pursuit，and the heartfelt expression of my grief made any 
favourable impression on her，I can really hardqly say，88 her 
manner towards me Was very confused and, to a certain extent， 
incomprehensible， Still she was impressed when 工 told her 
that there was 8 good prospect of my obtaining the post of 
musical conductor at 了 本 iga，where a new theatre Was about to 
be opened under the most favourable conditions。 工 felt that 
工 must not press for new resolutions concerning the regulation 
of our future relations just then，but must strive the more 
earnestly to jlay a better foundation for thbem. Consequently， 
after spending 8 fearful week with my wife under the most 
painful condqitions，I went to Berlin，there to sign my agree- 
ment with the new director of the Riga theatre， 工 obtained 
the appointment on fairljy favourabje terms which， 工 saw， 
would enable me to keep house in such a style that Minna 
could retire from the theatre altogether. By this means she 
would be in a position to spare me al humiliation and anxiety. 

On returning to Dresden,， 工 found that Minna was ready to 
lend a willing ear to my proposed plans，and 工 succeeded 
in inducing her to leave her parents” house，which was very 
cramped for us，8nd to establish herself in the country at 
了 lasewitz，near Dresden，to await our removal to Riga。 We 
found modest lodgings at an inn on the 卫 l]be，in the farm- 
yard of which 工 had often played as &a child。 Here Minna?”s 
frame of mind really seemed to be improving. She had 
begged me not to press her too hard，and 工 spared her as 
much a8 possible， After a few weeks 工 thbought 工 might con- 
sider thbe period of uneasiness past，but was surprised to find 
thbe situation growing worse again without any pparent reason. 
Minna then told me of some advantageous offers she had 
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received from different thbeatres，and astonished me one day 
by announcing her intention of taking 8 short pleasure trip 
with a girl friend and her family。 As 工 felt obliged to avoid 
putting any restraint upon her，I 工 offered no objection to the 
exXecution of this project，which entailed a week's separation， 
but accompanied her back to her parents myself，promising 
to 8wait hez return quietly at Blasewitz.。， A few days later 
her eldest sgistez called to ask me for the written permission 
required to make out a passport for my wife， TIhis alarmed me， 
and 工 went to Dresden to ask her parents what thbeir daughter 
was about. There，to my surprise，I 工 met with a very Un- 
pleasant reception ; they reproached me coarsely for my 
behaviour to Minna，whom they said Iceould not even manage 
to support，and when 工 only replied by asking for information 
88 to the whereabouts of my wife，and about her plans for the 
future， 工 was put o 企 with improbable statementes。 Tormented 
by the sharpest forebodings，and understanding nothing of 
what had occurred，I 工 went back to the village，where 工 found 
8 letter from 玉 inigsberg，from MDller，which poured light on 
al my misery。 Herr Dietrich had gone to Dresden，and 工 
was told the name of the hotel at which he was staying. IThe 
terrible illumination thrown by this communication upon 
Minna”s conduet showed me in a fash wbhat to do。 工 hurried 
into town to make the Decessary inquiries at the hotel 
mentioned,， and found that the man in question had been there， 
but had moved on again.。 He had vanished，and Minna tool 
工 now knew enough to demand of the Fates why，at such an 
early age，they had sent me this terrible experience which，as 
lt seemed to me, had poisoned my whole existence. 

I 工 sought consolation for my boundless grief in thbe soclety 
of my sister Ottilie and her husband，Hermann Brockhaus，an 
excellent fellow to whom she had been married for some years. 
TIhey were then living at their pretty summer villa in the 
lovely Grosser Garten，near Dresden。 工 hadq looked them up 
at once the first time 工 went to Dresden，but as 工 had not at 
that time the slightest idqea of how things were going to tom 
out， 工 had told them nothing，and had seen but jlittle of thbem. 
Now 工 was moved to break my obstinate silence，and unfold 
to them thbe cause of my misery，with but few reservations。 
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For the first time 工 was in 8a position gratefully to appreciate 
tbhe advantages of family intercourse，and of the direct and 
disinterested intimacy between blood relations。 了 xplanations 
Were hardly necessary，and 38 brother and sister we found 
ourselves as closely linked now 8as we had been when we were 
children.。 We arrived at 8 compjlete understanding without 
having to explain what we meantj 工 was Unhappy，she was 
happy; consolation and help followed as a matter of course. 
This was the sister to whom 工 once had read Zevbald QZ 
4daelaide iD 8a thunderstorm; the sister who had listened， 
flled with astonishment and sympathy，to that eventful 
performance of my first overture on Christmas 了 ve，and whom 
工 now found married to one of the kindest of men，Hermann 
Brocekhaus，who soon earned a reputation for himself as an 
expert in oriental languages. 瑟 e was the youngest brother 
of my elder brother-in-law，KFriedrich Brockhaus。 Their union 
wa8 blessed by two children; their comfortable means 
favoured a life free from care，and when I 工 made my daily 
pilgrimage from Blasewitz to the famous Grosser Garten， 让 
Was like stepping from 8 desert into paradise to enter their 
house (one of the popular villas), knowing that 工 would invari- 
ably fnd aa welcome in this happy family circle。 Not only 
was Imy spirit soothed and benefited by intercourse with my 
8i8ster，but my creative instincts，which bad jong lain dormant 
were stimulated afresh by the society of my brilliant and 
jearned brother-in-law， 开 was brought home to me，witbhout 
in any way hurting my feelings， that my early marri8ge，eXcUB- 
able as it may have been，was yet an error to be retrieved, and 
my mind regained su 伍 cient elasticity to compose some sketcehes， 
deslgned this time not merely to meet the requirements of the 
theatre 8s 工 knew it During the last wretched days 工 had 
spent with Minna at Blasewitz， 工 had read Bulwerzr Lytton's 
novel]，Rxzex2zi yy during my convalescence in the bosom of my 
8ympathetic family，I now worked out the scheme for a grand 
opera under the inspiration of this book。 Ihough obliged for 
the present to return to the limitations of a small theatre， 工 
tried from this time onwards to aim at enlarging my sphere 
of action。 工 sent my overture，Re Brmtormt，to the 
了 hilharmonie Society in London，and tried to get jinto com- 
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munication with Socribe in Paris about a setting for 也 . inig?8 
novel，Dre 瓦 ohe Braut， which 工 had sketehed out. 

Thuse 工 spent the remainder of this summer of ever-happy 
memory。 At the end of August 工 had to leave for Riga to take 
Up my new appointment. Although 工 knew that my sister 
Rosalie had shortly before married the man of her choice， 
Professor Oswald Marbach of Leipzig， 工 avoided that city， 
probably with the foolish notion of sparing myself any humilia- 
tion, and went straight to Berlin，where 工 had to receive certain 
additional instructions from my future director，and also to 
obtain my passport。 There 工 met a younger sister of Minnays， 
Amalie Planer, a singer with a pretty voice，who had joined our 
opera company at Magdeburg for a short time。 My report of 
Minna quite overwhelmed this exceedingly kind-hearted girl. 
We went to 8 performance of Fade1o together，during which 
she，like myself，burst into tears and sobs. 了 Refreshed by the 
syImpathetie impresslion 工 had received， 工 went by way of 
RSchwerin，where 工 was disappointed in my hopes of fndqing 
traces of Minna, to iibeck, to wait for a merchant ship going 
to Riga.。 We had set sail for Travemiinde when an unfavour- 
able wind set in，and held up our departure for a week: 工 bad 
to spend this disagreeable time in a mijserable ship;s tavern。 
IThrown on my own resources Itried，amongst other things, to 
read 7?1! 五 vienspteqe1， and this popular book frst gave me thbe 
idea of a real German comice opera。 Long afterwards，whben 工 
WwWw88 co0mposing the words for my vtz7iqer gegjfmed, 工 remember 
having many vivid recollections of this melancholy sojourn 
in Travemiinde and my reading of TY? 已 1erspreqe 人 After a 
voyage of four days we at last reached port at Bolderaa。 工 
Was consclous of 8 peculiar thril on coming into contact with 
Russian o 争 cials，whom 工 bad instinctively detested since the 
days of my sympathy with the Poles as a boy， It seemed to 
me 88 过 the harbour police must read enthusiasm for the 
Poles in my face，and would send me to Siberia on the spot， 
and 工 was the more agreeably surprised，on reaching Riga， 
to fnd myself surrounded by the familiar German element 
which， above all，pervaded everything connected with the 
theatre。 

After my unfortunate experiences in connection with the 
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conditions of small German stages, the way in which this newlv 
opened theatre was run had at first a calming effect on my mind. 
A soclety had been formed by a number of well-to-do theatre- 
goers 8nd rich business men to raise, by voluntary subscription， 
su 伍 cient money to provide the sort of management they re- 
garded as ideal with a solid foundation. The director they 
appointed was 及 arl von 了 oltei，a fairly popular dramatic 
Writer，who enjoyed a certain reputation in the theatrical 
world。 Ihisg man's ideas about the stage represented a special 
tendencey， which was at that time on the decline。 He 
possessed，in addition to hisg remarkable social gifte，an extra- 
ordinary acquaintance with all the principal people connected 
with the theatre during the past twenty years，and belonged to 
8 8ociety called Dre Zebensziiradzgem ZiDertrs (The Amiabje 
Libertines ")。 This was a set of young would-be wits，who 
ljooked upon the stage as 8 playground licensed by the public 
for the display of their mad pranks，from which the middqle 
class held aloof，while people of culture were steadily losing al 
interest in the theatre Under these hopeless conditions。 

了 oltei's wife had in former days been a popular actress 8t 
the 玉 5nigstadt theatre in Berlin，and it was here，at the time 
when Henriette Sontag raised it to the height of ite fame， 
that Holtei's style had been formed. Ihe production there of 
his melodrama Zeonore (founded on Biirgers ballad) had in 
particular earned him aa wide reputation as8 8 writer for the 
stage， besides which he produced some Zazedersjptere, and among 
them one，entitljed Der 4 erdjerr，became fairly popular. 
His invitation to Riga had been particularly welcome，as tt 
bid fair to gratify his eraving to absorb himself completely 
in the jlife of the stage; he hoped，in this outrof-the-way 
place, to indulge hig passion without restraint 了 is peculiar 
familiarity of manner，his inexhaustible store of amusing small 
talk，and his airy way of doing business，gave him a remark- 
able hold on the tradespeople of Riga，who wished for nothing 
better than such entertainment 88 he was able to 外 ve them. 
They provided him liberally with al the necessary means and 
treated him in every respect with entire confdence。 Under 
his auspices my own engagement had been very easily secured. 
Surly old pedants he would have none of favouring young men 
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on the score of their youth alone。， As far as 工 myself was 
concerned，it was enough for him to know thbat 工 belonged to 
8a family which he knew and liked，and hearing，moreover，of 
my fervent devotion to modern Italian and 下 rench music in 
partieular，he decided that 工 was thbhe very man for him.。 He 
had the whole shoal of Bellini's，Donilzetti's，Adam's，and 
Auber's operatie scores copied out，and 工 was to give thbe good 
people of Riga the benefit of them with al possiblje speed. 

The first time I 工 visited Holtei 工 met an old Leipzig acquaint- 
ance， Heinrich Dorn, my former mentor，who now held the per- 
manent municipal appointment of cholir-master at the church 
and music-teacher in the schools。 He was pleased to fnd his 
curious pupil transformed into a practical opera conductor of 
independent position，and no less surprlised to see tbe eccentric 
worshipper of Beethoven changed into an ardent champion of 
Bellini and Adam。 He took me home to his summer residence， 
which was built，according to 了 有 1iga phraseology, “in the fields; 
that 1i8 jiteraly，on the sand.。 While 工 was gliving him so0me 
account of the experiences through which 工 bad passed，I grew 
consclious of tbe strangely deserted look of the place。 Eeeling 
frightened and homeless, my initial uneasiness gradualy devel- 
oped into 8& passionate longing to escape from all the whirl of 
theatrical life which had wooed me to such inhospitable regions. 
This uneasy mood was fast dispelling the 全 ppaney which at 
Magdeburg had led to my being dragged down to the level 
of tbhe most worthless stage society，and had also conduced to 
spoil my musical taste。 It also contained the germs of a new 
tendency which developed during the period of my activity 
at 了 及 iga，brought me more and more out of touch with the 
theatre，thereby causing Director Holtei al the annoyance 
whblch inevitabljy attends disappointment. 

or some time，however, 工 found no di 佳 oculty in making the 
best of a bad bargain。 We were obliged to open the theatre 
before thbe company wasg complete， To make this possible，we 
gave 8 performance of a short comie opera by CQ. Blum，called 
Marie,， Woaz ad Mtzchel，or this work I 工 composed an addi- 
tional alir for 8 song which 了 oltei had written for the bass 
singer, Giiinther; it consisted of a sentimental introduetion and 
a ga7 Imjlitary rondo, and was very much appreciated。 Later on， 
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I introduced another additional song into the Scjptoetzerfarntz1re， 
to be sung by another bass singer，Scheibjer; it was of a devo- 
tional character，and pleased not only the public，but myself， 
and showed signs of the upheaval which was gradually taking 
place in my musical development.。 工 was entrusted with the 
composition of a tune for a National 也 ymn written by Brakel 
in honouz of the Tsar Nicholas's birthday， Itried to give 让 
38 far as possible the right colouring for a despotie patriarchal 
”monarch,， and once again 工 achieved some fame, for it was sung 
for several sucecesslive years on that particular day。 了 oltei 
tried to persuade me to write 8 bright，gay comic opera，or 
rather 8& musical play，to be performed by our company just 
as jit stood。 工 lookedq up the libretto of my CUcjlache 有 arem- 
jorzlze, and found Holtei very well disposed towards it (as 工 
have stated elsewhere) ; but when 工 unearthed the little music 
which 工 had already composed for it 工 was overcome with qis- 
gust at this way of writing; whereupon 工 made a present of the 
book to my clumsy，good-natured friend，Lobmann，my right- 
hand man in the orchestra，and never gave it anothez thought 
from that day to this。， 工 managed，however, to get to work on 
the libretto of 羽 vezzt，which 工 had sketehed out at Blasewitz. 
工 developed it from every point of view，on so extravagant 8 
scale，that with this work 工 deliberately cut of all possibility 
of being tempted by circumstances to produce it anywbere but 
on one of the largest stages in 了 urope. 

But while this helped to strengthen my endeavour to escape 
from all the petty degradations of stage life, new complications 
arose Which affected me more and more seriously，and offered 
further opposition to my alms。 IThe prima donna engaged by 
Holtei had failed us，and we were therefore without a singer 
for grand opera。 Under the circumstances，Holtei joyfully 
8greed to my proposal to ask Amajlie，Minna's sister (who was 
glad to accept an engagement that brought her near me)，to 
come to Riga at once， In hez answer to me from Dresden， 
Where she was then living，she informed me of Minna's return 
to her parente,， and of her present miserable condition owing to 
8a 8evere jjness. 工 naturally took this piece of news very cooly， 
for what 工 had heardq about Minna since she left me for the last 
time bad forced me to authorise my old friend at 了 onigsberg 
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to take steps to procure 8a divorce。 工 wasa certain thbat Minna 
had stayed for some time at 8a hotel in Hamburg with that 1- 
omened man，Herr Dietrich，and that she had spread abroad 
the story of our separation 8o Unreservedly that the theatrical 
world ip particular had discussed it in 8 manner tbat was 
positively insulting to me。 工 simply informed Amalie of this， 
and_ requested ber to spare me any further news of her 
8l8teT。 

Hereupon Minna herself appealed to me，and wrote me 3 
positively heartrending letter, in which she openly confessed her 
infdelity.。 She declared that she had been driven to it by 
despair，but that the great trouble she had thus brought upon 
herself having taught her a lesson，all she now wished was to 
return to fthe right path.。 Iaking everything into account， 
I concluded that she had been deceived in the character of ber 
seducer，and the knowledge of her terriblje position had placed 
her both morally and physically in a most lamentable con- 
dition，in which，now ill and wretched,，she turned to me again 
to acknowledge her gullt，crave my forgiveness，8nd assure me， 
in spite of all, that she bad now become fully aware of her love 
for me。 Never before had I heard such sentiments from Minna， 
nor W88 工 eyer to hear the same from her again，save on one 
touching occasion many years laterz，when similar outpourings 
moved and affected me in the sahme way 88 thbis particular letter 
had done。 In reply 工 told her that there should never again 
be any mention between us of what had occurred, for which 工 
took upon myself the chief blame; and 工 can pride myself on 
having carried out this resolution to the letter. 

When her sister's engagement was 8satisfactorily settled， 工 
at once invited Minna to come to 也 iga with her. Both gladly 
accepted my invitation，and arrived from Dresden at my new 
bome on 19th October，wintry weather having already set in. 
With much regret 工 perceived that Minna's health had really 
suffered，and therefore did all in my power to provide her with 
8 the domestic comforts and quiet she needed. This pre- 
sented di 亿 cujties，for my modest income as 8a conductor was 
al 工 had at my disposal，and we were both frmly determined 
not to let Minna go on the stage again.。 On the other hand， 
the carrying out of this resolve, in view of the fnancial incon- 
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venience it entailed，produced strange complications，the nature 
of which was only revealed to me later，when startling develop- 
ments divulged the real moral character of the manager 了 oltei. 
EKor the present 工 bad to let people thbink that 工 was jealous of 
my wife。 工 bore patiently with the general belief that 工 bad 
good reasongs to be so，and rejoiced meanwhile at the restora- 
tion of our peaceful married life，and especially at the sight of 
ouUr humble bome，which we made as comfortable as our meang 
would allow，andq in the keeping of which Minna”e domestic 
talents came strongly to the fore。 As we were gstill childless， 
and were obliged as a rule to enjist the help of a dog in order 
to give life to the domestic hearth，we once lighted upon the 
eccentric idea of trying our luck with a young wolf which was 
brought into the house as 8a tiny cub. When we found，how- 
ever，that this exzperiment did not increase the comfort of our 
home life，we gave him up after he hadq been with us 8 few 
weeks。 We fared better with sister Amalie; for she，withb her 
good-nature 8&nd simple homely ways，did much to make up 
for the absence of children for a time。 TIhe two sisters，mneither 
of whom had had any real education，often returned playfully 
to the ways of their childhood. When they sang children's 
duets，Minna, though she had had no musical training，always 
managed very cleverly to sing seconds，and afterwards，8a8 we 
sat at our evening meal，eating Russian salad， salt salmon from 
the Dwina，or fresh 了 全 ussian caviare，we were al three very 
cheerful and happy far away in our northern bome. 

Amajlie's beautiful voice and real vocal talent at first won 
for her 8&a very favourable reception with the publie，a facet 
which did us all a great deal of good.。 Being，however，very 
short，and having no very great gftt for acting，thbe scope of 
her powers was very lmited，and as she was 8oon SUITpassed 
by more successful competitors，it was 8 real stroke of good 
luck for her that 8& young o 伍 cer in the Russlian army，then 
Captain，now General，Carl von Meck，fel head over ears in 
love with the simple girl，and married her a year later。 The 
unfortunate part of thig engagement，however，was that 进 
caused many di 仁 culties，and brought the first cloud over our 
ml6700I6 Q 1 杂 7018。 下 or，after a while，the two sisters quarrelled 
bitterly，and 工 bad the very unpleasant experience of living 
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for 8& Whole year in thbe same house with two relatives who 
nelther 8aw nor 8poke to each other. 

We spent the winter at the beginning of 1838 in a very small 
dingy dwelling in the old town; it was not till the spring that 
we moved into 8 pleasanter house in the more salubrious 
Petersburg suburb，whbere，in spite of the sisterly breach be- 
fore referred to，we led a fairly bright and cheerful life，as 
we Were often abjle to entertain many of our friends and acquain- 
tances in 8& simple though pleasant fashion。 JIn addqition to 
Imembers of the stage 工 knew 8a few people in the town， and we 
received and visited the family of Dorn，the musical director， 
with whom I became quite intimate。 But it was the second 
Inuslcal director， 上 ranz Lobmann，8& very worthy though not 
8 very gifted man，who became most faithfully attached to me. 
了 owever， 工 did not euljtivate many acquaintances in wider 
circles，and they grew fewer 8s the ruling passion of my life 
grew steadily stronger; 8o thbat when，later om left Riga， 
after spending nearly two years there， 工 departed almost as a 
stranger, and with as much indifference as 工 had left Magdqeburg 
and 及 onigsberg. What，however，specially embittered my de- 
parture was 8 series of experiences of a particularly disagree- 
ablje nature，which frmly determined me to cut myself of 
entirely from the necessity of mixing with any people like 
those 工 had met with in my previousg attempts to create 8 
position for myself at thbe theatre. 

Yet it was only gradually that 工 became quite conscious of 
al this. At first，under the safe guidance of my renewed 
wedded happiness，which had for a time been so disturbed in 
its early days， 工 felt distinetly better than 工 had before in al 
Imy professional work.。 The fact that the material position of 
the theatrical undertaking was assured exercised 8 healthy 
infuence on the performances。 Ihe theatre itself was cooped 
up in a very narrow 8pacej there w8s 88 littje room for scenic 
display on its tiny stage as there was 8&ccommodation for rich 
muasical effects in the cramped orchestra。 JIn both directions 
the strictest limits were imposed，yet 工 contrived to introduce 
considerable reinforcements into an orchestra which was really 
only caleujlated for a string quartette, two first and two second 
violines，two violas，and one :cello。 TIhese successful exertions 
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of mine were tbe first cause of the dislike Holtei evinced towards 
me later on. After hblg8 we were able to get good concerted 
music for the opera。 工 found the thorough study of Mkhuls 
opera，v osgepj 和 4egypten，very stimulating。 Ite noble and 
simnple style，added to the touching effect of the music，which 
quite carries one away，did Imuch towards effecting & favour- 
able change in my taste，till then warped by my connection 
with the theatre. 

It was most gratifying to feel my former serious taste again 
aroused by really good dramatic performances。 工 specially re- 
Imember 8& production of 开 t79g Zear，which 工 followed with the 
greatest interest，not only at the actual performances，but at 
all the rehearsals 88s well. Yet these educative impressliong 
tended to make me feel ever more and more dissatisfied with 
my work at the theatre。 On the one hand，the members of 
the company became gradually more distasteful to me，and on 
the other 工 was growing discontented with the management. 
With regard to the sta 健 of the theatre, 工 very soon found out 
the hollowness，vanity，8and the impudent selfishness of tbis 
unceultured and undisciplined class of people, for 工 had now lost 
my former liking for the Bohemian life that had such an attrac- 
tion for me at Magdeburg. Before long there were but a few 
members of our company with whom 工 had not quarrelled， 
thanks to one or the other of these drawbacks。 But my saddest 
experience was, that in such disputes，into which in fact 工 was 
led simply by my zeal for the artistice success of the performances 
88 8 whole, not only did 工 receive no support from Holtei， tbe 
director, but 工 actually made him my enemy。 He even declared 
pubjliely that our theatre had become far too respecetable for 
his taste，and tried to convince me that good theatrical per- 
formances could not be given by a strait-laced company， 

In his opinion the idea of the dignity of thbeatrical art was 
pedantic nonsense，and he thbought light serio-comic vaudeville 
the only elass of performance worth considering、 Serious 
opera，rich musical ensemp7e，was his particular aversion，and 
my demands for this irritated him so that he met them only 
with scorn and indignant refusals。 Of the strange connection 
between this artistie bias and his taste in the domain of morality 
工 was also to become aware, to my horror，in due course。 下 or 
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the present 工 felt so repelled by the declaration of his artistic 
antipathies，as to let my dislike for the theatre 88 8 professglon 
steadily grow upon me， 工 stil took pleasure in some good 
performances which 工 was able to get up，under favourable 
circumstances，at the larger theatre at Mitau，to Where tbe 
company went for a time in the early part of the summer. 
Yet it was while I was there, spending most of my time reading 
Bulwer Lytton”8 novelg，that 工 made 8 Becret resolve to try 
hard to free myself from all connection with thbe only branch 
of theatrical art which hadqd so far been open tt me 

The composition of my 尺 zenzt the text of which I had fnished 
in the early days of my sojourn in 及 iga，was destined to bridge 
me over to the glorious world for which 工 had longed so in- 
tensely. 工 had laid aside the completion of my Cuicb1cpe 
了 urenjfamt1ie, for the simple reason that the lighter character of 
this piece would have thrown me more into contact with the very 
theatrical people 工 most despised。 My greatest consolation now 
Was to prepare 尺 *ezzt with such an utter disregard of the means 
which were available there for its production，that my desire to 
produce it would force me out of the narrow confines of this 
puny theatrical circle to seek a fresh connection with one of the 
larger thbeatres。 工 was after our return from Mitau，in the 
middle of the summer of 1838, that 工 set to work on this com- 
position, and by so doing roused myself to a state of enthusiasm 
whlch，considering my position，was nothing less thban desperate 
dare-devijlry. All to whom 工 confdqed my plan perceived at 
once，on the mere mention of my subject that 工 was preparing 
to break away from my present position，in which there could 
be no possibility of producing my work，and 工 was looked upon 
38 light-headed and ft only for an asylum. 

TIo all my acquaintances my procedure seemed stupid and 
reckjess。 了 上 ven the former patron of my pecujliar Leipzig over- 
ture bought it impracticable and eccentric，seeing that 工 had 
8gain turned my back on light opera， He expressed this opinion 
very freely in the Newe Gettscjriftl jiir Must in a report of 
a concert 工 had given towards the end of the previous winter， 
and openly Tidioculed the Magdeburg Coruwapts Overture and 
the 羽 e 了 miazmat6 Overture previously mentioned。 工 myself 
had not taken any pleasure 记 the performance of either of 
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these overtures, a8 my predilection for cornets, strongly marked 
in both these overtures，again played me 8 sorTy tricek，a8 工 
had evidently expected too much of our Riga musiclans，and 
had to endure all kinds of disappointment on the occasion of 
the performance。 As 8 complete contrast to my extravagant 
setting of 尼 zenztz this same director， 互 . Dorn, had set to work 
to write an opera in which be had most carefully borne in mind 
the conditions obtaining at the 了 iga theatre。 Der Acjofre yom 
Pars, an historical operetta of the period of the siege of Paris 
by Joan of Arc，was practised and performed by us to the 
compjlete satisfaction of the composer. 了 oowever，the success 
of thig work gave me no reason for abandoning my project to 
complete my 瓦 tenzz，8nd 工 was secretly pleased to find that 工 
could regard thb18 success without a trace of envy. TIhough 
animated by no feeling of rivalry， 工 gradually gave up associ- 
ating with the Riga artists，confining myself chiefy to the 
performmnance of the duties I had undertaken，and worked away 
at the two first acts of my big opera without troubling myself 
at all whether 工 should ever get so far as to see it produced. 
The serious and bitter experiences I 工 had had so early in life 
had done much to guide me towards that intensely earnest side 
of my nature that had manifested itself in my earjliest youth. 
The effect of these bitter exzperiences was now to be still further 
emphasised by other sad impressions。 Not long after Minna 
had rejoined me，I received from home the news of the death 
of my slster Rosajlie。 It was the first time in my life thbat 工 had 
exXperlenced the passing away of one near and dear to me， The 
death of thbls slster struck me 88 8 most cruel and signifcant 
blow of fate; 1lt was out of love and respect for her that 工 had 
turned away so resolutely from my youthful excesses，and 让 
was to gain her sympathy that 工 had devoted special thought 
and care to my first great works.。 When the passions and cares 
of life had come upon me and driven me away from my home， 
it was she who had read deep down into my sorely stricken 
heart，and who had bidden me thbat anxious farewell on my 
departure from Leipzig.， At the time of my disappearance， 
when the news of my wilful marriage and of my consequent 
unfortunate position reached my family，it was she wbho，asg 
my mother informed me later，never lost her faith ip me，but 


ROSALIE'S DEATH 187 


who always cherishedq the hope that I 工 would one day reach 
the full development of my capabilities and make a genuine 
suUccess of my life. 

Now, at tbe.news of her death， and illuminatedq by the recol- 
lection of that one impressive farewell， as by a flash of light- 
ning 工 saw the immense value my relations with this sister 
had been to me and 工 did not fully realise the extent of her 
infuence until ljater on，when，after my first striking successes， 
my Imother tearfully lamented that 了 Rosalie had not lived to 
witness them.。 Tt realy did me good to be again in communi- 
cation with my family. My mother and sisters had had news 
of my doings somehow or other，and I 工 was deeply touched， 训 
the jletters which 工 was now receiving from them，to hear no 
reproaches anent Imy headstrong and apparently heartless 
behaviouz，but only sympathy and heartfelt solicitude。 My 
family had also received favourable reports about my wife?”s 
good quajlities，a fact about which 工 was particularly glad，as 
工 was thus spared the di 值 culties of defending her questionable 
behaviour to me，which 工 shouljd have been at pains to excuse。 
工 his produced a salutary calm in my soul， which had so recently 
been a prey to the worst anxieties。 All that had driven me 
with such passionate haste to an improvident and premature 
marTiage, all that had consequentiy weighed on me so ruinously， 
nowW seemed set at rest leaving peace in its stead。 And although 
the ordinary cares of life still pressed on me for many years， 
often in 8 most vexatious and troublesome form，yet the 
8aDXieties attendant on my ardent youthful wishes were ip & 
manner subdued and calm. rom thence forward till the at- 
tainment of my professional independqence, all my life”s struggles 
could be directed entirely towards that more ideal aim which， 
from the time of the conception of my 瓦 yenzt was to be my only 
gulide through jife. 

]t was only later that 工 frst realised the real characeter of 
my life in 及 iga，from the utterance of one of its inhabitants， 
who was astonighed to learn of the success of 8 man of whose 
Importance，during the whole of his two years” sojourn in the 
” small capital of Livonia，nothing had been known. Thrown 
entirely on Iy Own resoUrces， 工 was 8 stranger to every one. 
As 工 mentioned before，I 工 kept aloof from all the tbeatre folk， 
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in consequence of my increasing dislike of them，and therefore， 
when at the end of March, 1839, at the close of my second win- 
ter there, I was given my dismissal by the management athough 
this occurrence SuUrprised me for other reasons,， yet 工 felt fu]lly 
reconciled to thig compujlsory change in my life。 The reasons 
which led to this dismissal were，however，of such a nature 
that 工 could only regard it as one of the most disagreeable 
experiences of my life， Once，when 工 was lying dangerously 
ill，I heard of Holtei's real feelings towards me 工 had caught 
3 Severe cold in the depth of winter at 8a theatrical rehearsa]， 
and it at once 88SsSumed 8 serious character，owing to the fact 
that my nerves were in 8 state of constant irritation from the 
continual annoyance 8nd vexatious worTry caused by the con- 
temptible characeter of the theatrical management. It was juast 
at thbe time when 8 special performance of the opera NormaQ 
was to be given by our company in Mitau。 Holtei insisted on 
Imy getting Up from 8 sick-bed to make this wintry Journey， 
and thus to expose myself to the danger of seriously increasing 
my cold in the icey theatre at Mitau.。 Typhoid fever was the 
consequence，8and thls pulled me down to such an extent that 
了 oltei，who heard of my condition, i8 said to have remarked at 
the theatre that 工 should probably never conduct again，and 
that to al intents and purposes)“ 工 was on my last legs.” 攻 
was to 8 8plendid homoeopathic physician，Dr。 了 Prutzer，that 工 
owed my recovery and my jlife. Not long after that Holtei 
jeft our theatre and 了 Riga for ever; his occupation there，with 
“the farzr too respectablje conditions)”as he expressed it，had 
become intolerable to him. In addition，however，ecircum- 
stances bad arisen in hisg domestie life (which had been much 
affected by the death of his wife) which seemed to make him 
conslder a complete break with 卫 iga eminently desirable。 But 
to my 8stonishment 工 now first became aware that 工 too had 
Unconscliously been 8a sufferer from the troubles he had brought 
Upon himself. When Holtei'"s sucecessor in the management 一 
Joseph 了 Hoffmann the singer 一 informed me that his prede- 
cess0r had made it a condition to his taking over the post that he 
should enter into the same engagement that Holtei had made 
with the conductor Dorn for the post which 工 bad hitherto 
flled，and my reappointment had therefore been made an 
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impossibility，my wife met my astonishment at this newe by 
giving me the reason, of which for some consgiderable time past 
she had been well aware，Dnamely，Holtei's special dislike of 
us both。 When 工 was afterwards informed by Minna of what 
had happened 一 she baving purposely kept 示 from me al this 
time，8o 88 not to cause bad feeling between me and my direc- 
tor 一 8 ghastly light was thrown Upon the wbole affair。 工 
did indeed remember perfectly how,， soon after Minna's arrival 
in Riga，I had been particularly pressed by Holtei not to pre- 
vent Iny wife's engagement at the theatre。 工 asked him to 
tajk things quietly over with her，8o that he might see that 
Minna's unwillingness rested on 8& mutual understanding，and 
not on any jealousy on my part。 工 had intentionally given him 
the time when 工 was engaged at the theatre on rehearsals for 
the necessary discussions with my wife， At the end of these 
meetings 工 bad，on my return，often found Minna in a very 
excited condition，and at length she declared emphatically that 
Under no circumstances would she accept the engagement of- 
fered by Holtei。 工 had also noticed in Minna's demeanour 
towards me 8 strange anxiety to know why I was not Unwilling 
to allow Holtei to try to persuade her。 太 ow that the catas- 
trophe had occurred， 工 learned that Holtei had in fact used 
these interviews for making improper advances to my wife， 
the nature of which 工 only realised with dij 伍 culty on forther 
acquaintance with this mans peculiarities，and after having 
heard of other instances of a similar nature， 工 then discovered 
that 再 oltei considered it an advantage to get himself talked 
about in connection with pretty women， in order thus to divert 
the attention of thbe publie from other conducet even more dis- 
reputablje。 After this Minna was exceedingly indignant at 
了 oltei，who，finding big own suit rejected，appeared as the 
medium for another suitor，on whose behalf he urged that he 
would think none the worse of her for rejecting him，8a grey- 
haired and penniless man， but at the same time advocated the 
suit of Brandenburg，8a very wealthy and handsome young 
Imerchant 了 His hierce indignation at this double repulse，his 
humiliation at having revealed hisg real nature to no purpose， 
seems, to judge from Minna's observations, to have been exceed- 
ingly great 工 now understood too wel that his frequent and 
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profoundjy contemptuous sallies against respectable actors and 
actresses had not been mere spirited exaggerations，but that he 
had probably often had to complain of being put thoroughjly 
to shame on this account， 

Ihe faet that the playing of such criminal parts as the one 
he had had in view with my wife was Unable to divert the 
eyer-increasing attention of the outside world from his vicious 
and dissolute habite，does not seem to have escaped him; for 
those behind the scenes told me candidly that it was owing to 
the fear of very unpleasant revelations that he had suddenly 
decided to give up his position at Riga altogether。 卫 ven in 
much later years 工 heard about Holtei's bitter dislike of me a 
disllke which showed itself，among other things， in his denun- 
ciation of THAe Mtzstc of 级 e Futurel and of its tendeney to 
jeopardise the simpjlicity of pure sentiment。 工 have previously 
mentioned thbat he displayed so much personal animosity against 
me during the latter part of the time we were together in Riga 
that he vented his hostility upon me in eyery possible way。 Up 
to that time 工 had felt inclined to ascribe it to the divergence 
of our respective views on artistic points. 

To my dismay 工 now became aware that personal considera- 
tions alone were at the bottom of all this，and 工 blushed to 
realise that by my former Unreserved confdence in a man 
whom 工 thought was absoljutely honest， 工 had based my know]- 
edge of human nature on such very weak foundations。 了 Bnut 
stijl greater Was Iy disappointment when 工 discovered the 
real character of my friend 也 Dorn。 Dnuring the whole time 
of our intercourse at 也 iga，he，who formerly treated me more 
like 8 good-natured elder brother，had become my most con- 
fdential friend. We saw and visited each other almost daily， 
very frequentjy in ouUr respective homes。 工 kept not a single 
secret from him，and the performance of his Sochofe yom Parzs 
under my direction was as Successful as if it had been under 
his own。 Now，when 工 beard that my post had been given to 
him, Ifelt obliged to ask him about it, in order to learn whether 
there was any mistake on his part as to my intention regarding 
the position 工 had hitherto held， But from his jetter in reply 
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I could elearljy see that Dorn had really made use of 再 oltels 
dislike for me to extract from him，before his departure，an 
arrangement which was both binding on his suoccessor and also 
in higs (Dorn's) own favour。 As my friend he ought to have 
known that he could beneft by this agreement only in the 
event of my resigning Imy appointment in 了 有 iga，because 了 
our confdential conversations，which continued to the end，he 
always carefully refrained from touching on the possibility of 
my going away or remaining. JIn fact，he declared that 也 oltel 
had distinetly told him he would on no account Te-engage me 
ag II could not get on with the singers。 He added that after 
this one could not take it amiss 过 he，who had been inspired 
with fresh enthusiasm for the theatre by the success of hisg 
bcnore om _ Pa?s，had seized and turned to his own advantage 
the chance offered to him. Moreover，he had gathered from 
my confdential communications thbat 工 was very awkwardly 
situated，and that，owing to my small salary having been cut 
down by Holtei from the very beginning, 工 was in 8a very pre- 
carious position on account of the demands of my creditors 
in bnigsberg and Magdqeburg.。 划 appeared thbat these peopjle 
had employed against me a lawyer，who was 8a friend of Dorn's， 
and that，consequently，he had come to the conclusion that 工 
would not be able to remain in 了 Riga. Therefore，even 8s my 
friend，bhe had felt hisg conscience quite clear in accepting 
责 olteli"s proposal]. 

In order not to leave him in the complacent enjoyment of 
this self-deception， 工 put it clearly before him that he could 
not be lgnorant of the fact hat 8 higher salary had been 
promised to me for the third year of my contract; and tbat， 
by the establishment of orchestral concerts，whioch had already 
made 8a favourable start 工 now sawW my way to getting free 
from those long-standing debtes，having already overcome thbe 
di 佳 oulties of the removal and settling down。 工 also asked him 
how he would act 让 工 saw 让 waas to my own interest to retain 
Iny post，8and to call on him to resign hisg agreement with 
Holtei，who，as 8 matter of fact，after higs departure from 
Riga，had withdrawn his alleged reason for my dismissal， Io 
this I received no answer, nor have 工 bad one up to the present 
day; but，on the other hand, in 1865， 工 was astonished to see 
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Dorn enter my house in Munich unannounced，and when to 
his joy 工 recognised him，he stepped up to me with a gesture 
which clearly showed his intention of embracing me Although 
I managed to evade this，yet 工 soon saw the dif8cujlty of pre- 
venting him from addressing me with the familiar form of 
“thou” as the attempt to do so woud have necessitated ex- 
planations that would have been a useless addition to al my 
worries just then; for it was the time when my Zaxsta7r 到 88 
being produced. 

Such a man was Heinrich Dorn.。 Although，after the fail- 
ure of three operas，he had retired in disgust from the thea- 
tre to devote himself exclusively to the commercial side of 
music，yet the success of his opera，PDer 8chorre yom Paris， ip 
Riga helped him back to a permanent place among the dra- 
matic musiciang of Germnany. But to this poslition he was 
frst dragged from obseurity，across the bridge of infdqelity to 
his friend，and by the aid of virtue in the person of Director 
Holtei，thanks to 8 magnanimous oversight on the part of 
Franz Listz。 The preference of 了 ing Friedrich Wilhelm 工 V. 
for church scenes contributed to secure him eventually his 
important position at the greatest lyrie theatre in Germany， 
the Royal Opera of Berlin。 or he was prompted farzr less by 
his devotion to the dramatie muse than by his desire to secure 
8 good position in some important German city，when，88 
already hinted，through Liszt's recommendation he wa8 8p- 
pointed musical directorz of Cologne Cathedral. During 8a 
fte connected with the building of the cathedral he managed， 
88 8 mmusician, 8o to work upon the Prussian monarch's religious 
feelings, that he was appointed to the dignified post of musical 
conductor at the Royal Theatre，in which capacity he ljong 
continued to do honour to German dramatie music in con]unc- 
tion with Wilhelm Taubert. 

I must give J. 也 offmann，who from this time forward was 
the manager of the Riga theatre, the credit of having felt the 
treachery Practised Upon me very deeply indeed， He told me 
that his contract with Dorn bound him only for one yeaz7， 
and that tbe moment the twelve months had elapsed be wished 
to come to 8 fresh agreement with me,， As soon 88 this 
Was known，my patrons in 了 有 liga came forward with offers of 
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teaching engagements and arrangemente {for sundry concerts， 
by way of compensating me for the years salary which 工 should 
lose by being away from my work as a conductor. 工 hough 工 
was Imuch gratifed by these offers，yet，as 工 bave already 
pointed outb the longing to break ]loose from the kind of 
theatrical life which 工 bad exzperienced up to that tme so0 
possessed me that 工 resolutely seized this chance of abandon- 
ing my former vocation for an entireljy new one， Not without 
so0me shrewdness，I played upon my wife's indignation at the 
treachery 工 had suffered，in order to make her fall in with my 
eccentric notion of going to Paris。 Already in my conception 
of Rserxzz 工 had dreamed of the most magnificent theatrical 
conditions，but now， without halting at any intermediate 
stations，Iy one desire was to reach the very heart of 81 
了 uropean grand opera。 While stil in Magdeburg 工 had made 
孔 . 玉 bnig's romance，7te 万 ojpe Braxt the subject of a grand 
opera in fve actes，and in the most luxurious rench style. 
After the sceniec draft of this opera，which had been translated 
into Erench，was completely worked out, 工 sent it from 及 onigs- 
berg to Seribe in Paris.。 With thie manuscript 工 sent 8 letter 
to the famous operatice poet) in which 工 suggested that he might 
make use of my plot， on condition that he would secure me the 
composition of the musie for the Paris Opera House.、 TIo 
convince him of my abjlity to compose Parisian operatic musilc， 
工 also sent him the score of my Zaebesyerbot。。 At the same 
time 工 wrote to Meyerbeer，informing him of my plans，and 
begging him to support me， 工 was not at all disheartened at 
TecelVying no reply，for 工 was content to know that now at 
jast“ 工 was in communication with Paris.” When, therefore, 工 
started out upon my daring journey from 了 iga，I seemed to 
have & comparatively serious object in view，and my 了 aris 
projects no longer struck me 8s being altogether in the air. 
JIn addition to this 工 now heard that my youngest sister， 
CUecllia，had become betrothed to a certain 卫 duard Avenarius， 
an employee of the Brockhausg book-selling firm，and that he 
had undertaken the management of their Paris branch。 To 
him 工 applied for news of SScribe，and for an angwer to the 
appjication 工 had made to that gentieman some years previ- 
ousl]y. Arvenarius called on 8Scribe，and from him received an 
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acknowiedgment of the receipt of my earlier commnunication. 
Seceribe also showed that he had some recollection of the subject 
jitself; for he said that，so far as he could remember，there 
wa8 3 7Jotetse de jarpe in the piece，who was ill-treated by 
her brother. The fact that this merely ineidental item had 
alone remained in his memory led me to conclude that he had 
not extended his acquaintance with the piece beyond the first 
act，in which the item in question occurs. When，Imoreover， 
工 heardq that he hadq nothing to say in regard to Iy score， 
except that he had had portions of it played over to him by a 
pupil of the Conservatoire，I really could not fatter myself 
that he had entered into definite and consclous relations with 
me And yet 工 hadq palpable evidence in a jletter of hie to 
Avenarius，which the latter forwarded to me that Secribe had 
actually occupied himself with my work，and that 工 was indeed 
in _ communication with him，and this letter of Secribe's made 
such an impression Upon my wife，who was by no Imeans 
inclined to be sanguine，that she gradually overcame her 
apprehensions in regard to the Paris adventure. At last 让 
Was fxed and settled that on the expiry of my second year8 
contract in Riga (that is to say, in the coming summer， 1839)， 
we should journey direct from 了 及 iga to Paris，in ordez that 工 
might try my luck there 8s 8 composer of opera.。 

The production of my 尺 zenzt nowW began to assume greater 
importance。 The composition of its second act was finished 
before we started，and into this 工 wove 8 heroice ballet of 
extravagant dimensions。 It was now imperative that 工 should 
speedily acquire 8 knowledge of rench，a language which， 
during my classical studies at the Grammar School， 工 had 
contemptuously laid aside. As there were only four weeks 
ip which to recover the time 工 had lost， II engaged an excellent 
French master.。 But as 工 soon realised that 工 coud achieve 
but little in so short a time, 工 utilised the hours of the jessons 
in order to obtain from him，under the pretence of receiving 
instruction，8n idiomatic translation of my 天 en2z bretto. 
This 工 wrote with red ink on such parte of the score 88 were 
fnished, so that on reacehing Paris I might immediately submit 
Imy half-fnished opera to Erench judges of art. 

卫 verything now seemed to be carefully prepared for my 
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departure，and al thbat remained to be done was to Taise the 
necesSary funds for my Undertaking. But ip this respect the 
outlook was bad. The sale of our modest household furniture， 
the proceeds of a benefit concert，and my meagre savings only 
su 全 ced to satisfy the importunate demands of my creditors in 
Magdeburg and 玉 onigsberg， 工 knew that 计 工 were to devote 
all my cash to thigs purpose，there would not be 8a farthing 
left Some way out of the fx must be found，and this our 
old 及 bnigsberg friend，Abraham Mo5ller，suggested ia his usual 
人 ippant and obscure manner.， Just at thisg critical moment 
he paid us 8a second visit to Riga。 工 acquainted him with the 
di 全 eulties of our position，and al the obstacles which stood in 
the way of my resolve to go to Parigs。 Im his habitual ljaconical 
Way he counselled me to reserve all my savings for our journey， 
and to settle with my creditors when my Parisian successes 
hadq provided the necessary means。 ITo help us ip carrying 
out thig plan，he offered to convey us in his carriage across the 
了 ussian frontier at top speed to an 卫 ast Prussian port.， We 
shouldq have to eross the 了 Russian frontier without passports， 
38 these had been already impounded by our foreign creditors. 
He assured us that we should fnd it quite simple to carry out 
thig very hazardous expedition，and declared that he had a 
friend on 8 Prussian estate close to the frontier who would 
render Us very effective 8sslstance。 My eagerness to escape 
at 8n7 Price from my previous circumstances，and to enter 
with all possliblje speed upon the wider feldq, in which 工 hoped 
yery soon to realise my ambition，blinded me to all the un- 
pleasantnesses which the execution of his proposal must entail. 
Director 再 ofmann，who considered himself bound to serve me 
to the utmost of his ability，facilitated my departure by allow- 
ing me to leave some months before the expiration of my en- 
gagement.。 After continuing to conducet the operatice portion 
of thbe Mitau theatrical season through the month of June，we 
secretly startedq in a special coach hired by Miller and under 
his protection。 The goal of our journey was 了 Paris，but many 
Unheard-of hardships were 各 store for us before we Were to 
reach that city. 

The sense of contentment involuntarily aroused by our pas- 
sage through the fruitful Courland in the luxuriant month 
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of July，and by the sweet illusion that now at last 工 had cut 
myself loose from 8 hateful existence，to enter upon 8 new 
and boundless path of fortune，was disturbed from its very 
outset by the miserable inconveniences occasioned by the 
presence of a huge Newfoundland dog called Robber. This 
beautiful creature, originally thbhe property of a Riga merchant， 
had，contrary to the nature of his race，become devotedqly at- 
tached to me After I had left Riga, and during my long stay 
im Mitau， 了 Robber incessantly besieged my empty house，and 
80 touched the hearts of my landlord and the neighbours by 
his 人 dejlity，that they sent the dog after me by the conductor 
of the ceoach to Mitau，where 工 greeted him with genuine 
effusion，and swore that，in spite of all di 全 culties，I_ would 
never part with him again。 Whatever might happen，the dog 
Imust go with us to Paris。 And yet，even to get him into the 
caTTiage proved almoast impossible。 All my endeavours to fnd 
bim a place in or about the vehicle were in vain，and，to my 
great grief， 工 had to wateh the huge northern beast，with 
his shaggy coat，gallop al day long in tbhe blazing sun beside 
the carriage。 At last，moved to pity by his exzhaustion，and 
unabje to bear the sight any longer, 工 hit upon a most ingenious 
plan for bringing the great animal with us into the carriage， 
where, in spite of its being full to overfowing, he was just able 
to find room。 

On the evening of the second day we reahched the Russo- 
了 russian frontier。 Mi5ller's evident anxiety as to whether we 
should be able to eross it safely showed us plainly that the 
matter Was one of some danger。 了 His good friend from the other 
side duly turned up with a small carriage，as arranged，and ip 
thls conveyance drove Minna，myself，and Robber through by- 
paths to a certain point，whence he led us on foot to a house 
of exceedingly suspicious exterior，where，after handqing us 
over t 如 a guide，he left us。 There we had to wait until sun- 
down，and had ample leisure in which to realise that we were 
in 8 smugglers”drinking den，which gradually became flled to 
su 他 ocation with Polish Jews of most forbidqing aspect. 

At last we were summoned to follow our guide。 A few 
hundred feet away，on the slope of a hil，lay the diteh which 
runs the whole length of the Russian frontier，watehedqd continu- 
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ally and at very narrow intervals by Cossacks。 Our chance 
was to utilise the few moments after the relief of the watch， 
during which the sentinels were elsewhere engaged.， We had， 
therefore, to run at fl speed down the hill，scramble through 
the diteh，and then hurry along until we were beyond the 
range of the soldiers”guns; for the Cossacks were bound in 
case of discovery to fire upon us even on the other side of the 
diteh.。 JIn spite of my almost passionate anxiety for Minna， 
工 had observed with singular pleasure the intelligent behaviour 
of Robber，who，as though conscious of the danger，silently 
kept elose to our side，and entirely dispelled my fear hat he 
would give trouble during our dangerous passage， At last our 
trusted helpmeet reappeared，and was 8o delighted that he 
hugged us all in his arms。 Ihen，placing us once more in his 
carriage, he drove us to the inn of the Prussian frontier village， 
where my friend Mo0ller，positively sick with anxiety，leaped 
sobbing and rejoicing out of bed to greet uas. 

It was only now that 工 began to realise the danger to which 
II had exposed, not onjy myself，but also my poor Minna，and 
the folly of which II had been guilty through my ignorance of 
the terrible di 伍 culties of secretly crossing the frontier 一 di 佳 - 
culties concerning which Moler had foolishly allowed me to 
remain in ignorance. 

I was simply at a loss to convey to my poor exzhausted wife 
how extremely 工 regretted the whole affair 

And yet the di 全 culties we had just overcome were but the 
preljude to the calamities incidental to this adventurous journey 
which had such a decisive influence on my life。 The following 
day，when，with courage renewed，we drove through the rich 
plain of Iilsit to Arnau，near 及 bnigsberg，we decided，as thbe 
next stage of our ]ourney, to proceed from the Prussian harbour 
of Pillau by sailing vessel to London。 Our principal reason for 
thig was the consideration of the dog we had with us。 It was 
the easiest way to take him。 ITo convey him by coach from 
及 inigsberg to Paris was out of the question，and railways were 
Unknown。 But another consideration was our budget;j the 
whole result of my desperate efforts amounted to not quite 
one hundred ducats，which were to cover not only the journey 
to Paris，but our expenses there until 工 should have earned 
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s0mething. Therefore，after a few days” rest in the inn at 
Arnau，we drove to the little seaport town of Pillau，again 
accompanied by Mailler, in one of the ordinary local conveyances， 
Which was not much better than a wagon。 JIn order to avoid 
及 onigsberg，we passed through the smajller villages and over 
bad roads。 下 ven this short distance was not to be covered 
without acclident.， Ihe clumsy conveyance upset in a farmyard， 
and Minna was 8o severely indisposed by the accident owing 
to an internal shock, that 工 bad to drag her 一 with the greatest 
dij 佳 culty, as she was quite helpless 一 to 8 peasant's house。 The 
people were surly and dirty，and the night we 8pent there was 
& painful one for the poor sufferer. A delay of several days 
occurred before the departure of the Pillau vessel，but thi8 was 
welcome as 8 respite to allow of Minna's recovery。 下 inally，as 
the captain was to take us without & passport，our going on 
board was accompanied by exceptional di 伍 culties。 We had 
to contrive to slip past the harbour wateh to our vessel in & 
small boat before dqaybreak.。 Once on board，we still had the 
troublesome task of hauling Robber up the steep side of the 
vessel without attracting attention，and after that to conceal 
ouUrselves at once below deck，in order to escape the notice of 
0 人 鱼 cialg visiting the ship before ite departure.。 The anchor 
wa8 weighed，and at last，as the land faded gradualy out of 
slght we thought we could breathe freely and feel at ease. 

We were on board a merchant vessel of the smallest type- 
She was called the 771elisy a bust of the nymph was erected in 
the bows，and she carried a crew of seven men，incljuding the 
captain.， With good weather，such as Was to be expected in 
summer，the ]ourney to London was estimated to take eight 
days。 However， before we had left the Baltic，we were delayed 
by a prolonged calm.。 工 made use of the time to improve my 
knowledge of Erench by the study of a novel，Za Derytere 
41dwma, by George Sand.， We also derived some entertainment 
from assoclating with the crew. There was an elderly and 
peculiarly taciturn sailor named 玉 oske，whom we observed 
carefully because Robber，who was usually so friendly，had 
taken an 1lrreconcllable dislike to hm  Oddqly enough，this 
fact was to add in some degree to our troubles in the hour of 
danger. After seven days” sailing we were no further than 
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Copenhagen，where，without leaving the vessel，we seized an 
opportunity of making our very spare diet on board more 
bearable by various purchases of food and drink， 冲 good 
spirits we sailed past the beautifu]l castle of 卫 lsinore，thbe slght 
of which brought me into immediate touch with my youthful 
impressions of 万 alelt。 We were 8ailing all unsuspecting 
tbhrough the Cattegat to the Skagerack，when the wind，which 
had at frst been merely unfavourable，and had foroed US to 
8 process of weary tacking，changed on the second day to a 
Violent storm。 了 or twenty-four hours we had to struggle 
against it Under disadvantages which were qulite new to us. 
In the captain?s painfully narrow cabin，in which one of us 
Was Without 8 proper berth，we were 8 prey to sea-eickness and 
endless alarms。 Unfortunately，the brandy cask，at which the 
crewW fortifed themselves during their strenuous Work，wW88 jlet 
into 8a hollow under the seat on which 工 lay at fall length. 
Now it happened to be 及 oske who came most frequently in 
se8rch of the refreshment which was such a nuisance to me， 
and this in spite of the fact that on each occasion he had to 
encounter 了 obber in mortal combat.。 The dog few at him 
with renewed rage each time he came climbing down the narrowW 
steps.。 工 was thus compelled to make efforte which，in my 
state of compjlete exhaustion from sea-sickness，rendered my 
condition every time more critical. At last， on 27thb July， 
the captain was compelled by the violence of the west wind 
to seek 8a harbour on the Norwegian coast。 And how relieved 
工 was to behold thbat far-reaching rocky coast，towards which 
we were being driven at such speed! 人 A Norwegian pilot came 
to meet us in a small boat, and，with experienced hand，assumed 
control of the 7Wefs， whereupon in a very short time 工 was to 
have one of the most marvellous and most beautiful impres- 
siong of my life. What 工 had taken to be a continuous line 
of cliffs turned out on our approach to be a series of separate 
rocks projecting from the sea.。 吾 aving sailed past them，we 
perceived thbat we were 8Urrounded，not only in front and at 
the slides，but aso at our back，by these reefes，which closed 训 
behindq us so near together that tbhey seemed to form a single 
chain of rocks， At the same time the hurricane was 80 broken 
by the roceks in ouz rear that the further we sailed through this 
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ever-changing labyrinth of projecting rocks，the calmer the 
se8 became，until at last the vessel 8 progress Wa8 perfectly 
smooth and quiet as we entered one of thbose long sea-roads 
running hbrough 8a giant ravine 一 {or such the Norwegian 
fjords appeared to me. 

A feeling of indeseribable content came over me When the 
” enormous granite walls echoed the hail of the crew as they cast 
anchor and furled the sails。 工 he sharp rhytbhm of this call 
clung to me like an omen of good cheer，and shaped itself 
presently into the theme of the seamen's song in my 玉 1ie9gen- 
der 克 olizder. Ihe idea of tbs opera was，even at that 
time，ever present in my mind，and lt now took on a definite 
poetie and musical colour undenr the infuence of my recent im- 
pressions。 Well，our next move was to go on shore， 工 learned 
thbat the little fshing village at whlich we landed was called Sand- 
wike，and was situated a few milles away from the much larger 
town of Arendal. We were allowed to put up at the hospitabjle 
house of a certain ship?s captain，who was then away at sea, and 
here we Were able to take the rest we 80 much needed，as the 
unabated violence of the wind in the open detained us there 
two days。 On 381lst July the captain insisted on leaving，de- 
spite the pilot's warning. We had been on board the THRetts 
& few hours，and were in the acet of eating a lobster for the 
frst time in our lives，whben the captain and the sailors began 
to swearz violently at the pilot，whom 工 could see at the helm， 
rigld with fear，striving to avolid a reef 一 barely visible above 
the water 一 towards which our ship was being driven， Great 
Was OUT terror at thls violent tumujlt，for we naturally thought 
ourselves in the most extreme danger. 工 he vessel did actually 
receive 8 severe shock，which, to my vivid Imagination，seemed 
like the splitting up of the whole ship。 Fortunately，however， 
it transpired that only the side of our vessel had fouled the 
reef，and there was no immediate danger. Nevertheless，the 
captain deemed it necessary to steer for a harbour to have the 
vessel examined，and we returned to the coast and anchored 
at another point。 Ihe captain then offered to take us in a small 
boat with two sailors to Tromsond，a town of some importance 
situated at 8 few hours” distance，where he had to invite the 
harbour o 全 cials to examine his ship， Thie again proved a most 
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attractive and impressive excursion. The view of one fjord 
in particular，which extended far inljand，worked on my imagi- 
nation like some Unknown，awe-inspliring desert.。 This im- 
pression Was intensified， during 8 long walk from Tromsond up 
to the plateau, by the terribly depressing effect of the dun moors， 
bare of tree or shrub，boasting only a covering of scanty moss， 
which stretceh away to the horizon，and merge imperceptibly 
into the gloomy sky。 It was long after dark when we returned 
from this trip in our little boat, and my wife was very anxious. 
IThe next morning (1lst August)，reassured as to the condition 
of the vessel and tbhe wind favouring us，wWe were able to go to 
sea Without further hindrance. 

After four days' calm sailing 8 strong mnorth wind arose， 
which drove us at uncommon speed in the right direction。 We 
began to think ourselves nearly at the end of our journey 
when，on 6thb August，the wind changed，and the storm began 
to rage with unheard-of violence。 On the 7thb，a Wednesday， 
at half-past two in the afternoon，we thought ourselves in 
imminent danger of death.。 It was not the terrible force With 
Which the vessel was hurled up and down, entirely at the meroey 
of this sea monster，whieh appeared now as a fathomjless abyss， 
now 88 8& steep mountain peak，that flled me with mortal 
dread; my premonition of some terrible crisigs was 8roused 
by the despondency of the crew;，whose malignant glances 
seemed superstitiously to point to us 88 the cause of the 
threatening disaster. Jegnorant of the trifing occasion for the 
8ecrecy of our ]ourney， the thought may have occurred to them 
that our need of escape had arisen from suspicious or even 
criminal circumstances。 IThe captain himself seemed，in his 
extreme distress，to regret having taken us on board; for we 
had evidently brought him ill-luck on this familiar passage 一 
UsUally a raplid and uncomplicated one，especially in sumrner. 
At this particular moment there raged，beside the tempest on 
thbe water，& furious thbunderstorm overhead，and Minna ex- 
pressed thbe fervent wish to be struck by lightning with me 
rather than to sink，living，into the fearful food. She even 
begged me to bind her to me，so that we might not be parted 
as We Sank。 Yet another night was spent amid these incessant 
terrors，which only our extreme exhaustion helped to mitigate. 
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The following day the storm had subsided ; the wind remained 
unfavourable，but was mild. Ihe captain now tried to find 
ouUIT bearinge by means of hisg astronomical instruments.， 了 e 
complained of the sky，which had been overcast 80 many days， 
swWore that he would give much for a single glimpse of the sun 
or the stars，and did not conceal the uneasiness he felt at not 
being able to jndicate our whereabouts with certainty. 了 e 
consoled himself，however，by folowing a ship which was 
sailing 8ome knote ahead in the same direction，and whose 
movements he observed closely through the telescope. Sud- 
denly he sprang up in great alarm，and gave & vehement order 
to change our course. He had seen the ship in front go aground 
on 8 88nd-bank,，from whlich，he asserted, she could not extricate 
herself ; for he now realised that we were near the most 
dangerous part of the belt of sand-banks bordering the Duteh 
coast for 8a considerable distance。 By dint of very skilful sai]l- 
ing，wWwe were enabled to keep the opposite course towards the 
English coast，which we in fact sighted on the evening of 9th 
August，in the neighbourhood of Southwold， 工 felt new life 
come into me when 工 saaw in the far distance the 了 nglish 
pilots Tacing for our ship. As competition is free among 
pilote on the 了 nglish coast，they come out as far as8 possible 
to meet incoming vessels，even when the risks are very great. 
The winner in our case Was 8 powerful grey-halired man，who， 
after much vain battling with the seething waves，which tossed 
his light boat away from our 8hip at each attempt at last 
succeeded in boarding the THets. (Our poor，hardqly-used boat 
still bore the name，8lthough the wooden fgurehead of our 
patron nymph had been hurled into the sea during our firast 
storm in the Cattegat 一 an ill-omened incident in the eyes of 
the crew.) We were fjed with pious gratitude when this quiet 
English sailor，whose hands were torn and bleeding from his 
repeated efforts to catch the rope thrown to him on his approach， 
took over the rudder. His whole personality impressedq us 
most agreeably，and he seemed to us the absolute guarantee 
of & speedy deliverance from our terrible afaictions。 We re- 
]joiced too soon， however, for we still had before us the perilous 
passage through the sand-banks of the 了 nglish coast where， 
8a8 工 was a8sSUred，nearly four hundred ships are wrecked on an 
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average every year. We were fully twenty-four hours (from 
the evening of the 10th to the llth of August) amid these sand- 
banks，fighting a westerly gale，which hindqered our progress 
80 gseriously that we onljy reached the mouth of the Thames 
on the evening of the 12th of August， My wife had, up to that 
polint，been 80 nervously affected by the innumerable danger 
signals，consisting chiefy of small guardships painted bright 
red and provided with bells on account of the fog，that she 
could not close her eyes，day or night，for the excitement of 
watehing for them and pointing them out to the sailors。 工 
on the contrary，found these heralds of human proximity and 
deliverance so consoling that，despite Minna's reproaches， 工 in- 
dulged in a long refreshing sleep。 Now that we were anchored 
in the mouth of the TIhames，walting for daybreak, 工 found my- 
self in the best of spirite; 工 dressed，washed，and even shaved 
myself up on deck near tbhe mast，while Minna and the whole 
exhausted crew were wrapped in deep slumber. And with 
deepening interest 工 watched the growing signs of life in this 
famous estuary。 Our desire for a complete release from our 
detested confinement led us，after we had sailed a jlittle way 
up, to hasten ourz arrival in London by going on board a passing 
steamer at Gravesend. As we neared the capital，our astonish- 
ment steadily increased at the number of ships of all sorts that 
flled the river，the houses，the streets，the famous docks，and 
other maritime constructions which lined the banks。 When 
at last we rehched London 了 Bridge，this incredibly crowded 
centre of the greatest elity in the world，and set foot on land 
after our terrible three weeks”voyage，8& pleasurable sensation 
of giddiness overcame us 88 ouUT legs carried Us staggering 
through the deafening uproar.。 Robber seemed to be similarly 
affected，for he whisked round the corners like a mad thing， 
and threatened to get lost every other minute. But we 8oon 
sought safety in a cab，which took us，on our captain 8 recom- 
mendation, to the 也 orseshoe Iavern， near the Iower, and here 
We had to make our plans for the conquest of this giant 
metropojlis.。 

The neighbourhood ip which we found ourselves wa8 such 
that we decided to leave it with all possible haste。 A very 
friendly little hunchbacked Jew from 本 amburg suggested 
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better quarters in the West End，and I remember vividqly our 
drive thbere，in one of the tiny narrow cabs then in use，the 
journey jlasting fully an hour， They were built to earry two 
people，who had to sit facing each other，and we therefore had 
to lay our big dog crosswWise from window to window. The 
slghts we 88wW from our whimsical nook surpassed anything 
we had imagined，and we arrived at our boarding-house in 
Old Compton Street agreeably stimulated by the life and the 
overwhbelming size of the great city.。 Although at the age of 
twelve 工 hbad made what 工 supposed to be a translation of a 
monologue from Shakespeare's 天 omeo ad Julzet 工 tfound my 
knowledge of English quite inadequate when it came to con- 
versing WwWlthb the landljady of the 上 ing's Arms。 But the good 
dame:s 8oclal condition as 8 sea-captain?s widow led her to thbink 
she could talk Erench to me, and her attempts made me wonder 
which of us knew least of that language. And then a most 
disturbing incident occurred 一 we missed 了 obber，who mnust 
have run away at the door instead of following us into the house. 
Our distress at having jost our good dog after having brought 
him all the way there with such di 全 culty oceupied us exclu- 
8lively during the first two hours we spent in thig8 new home 
on ]and.。 We kept constant wateh at the window until， of a 
sudden，we joyfully recognlsed 了 Robber atrolling unconcernedly 
towards the house from a side street， Afterwards we learned 
that our truant had wandered as far as Oxford Street in search 
of adventures，and 工 have always considered his amazing 
return to 8& house whlich he had not even entered as 8 strong 
proof of the absolute certainty of the animals instincts in the 
matter of memory. 

We now had time to realise the tiresome after-effects of the 
voyage. Ihe continuous swaying of the foor anq our elumsy 
efforts to keep from faling we found fairly entertaining; bnut 
when we came to take our well-earned rest in the huge 上 nglish 
double bed，and found that that too rocked up and down) it 
became quite Unbearable， 卫 very time we closed our eyes We 
sank into frighttul abysses，and，springing Up again，cried out 
for heljp. 1Lt seemed as 过 that terrible voyage would go on 
to the end of our lives. Added to thbisg we felt miserably sick， 
for，after the atrocious food on board，we had been only too 
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ready to partake，with less diseretion than relish，of tastier 
fare. 

We were 80 exzhausted by all these trials that we forgot to 
conslder what was，after all，the vital question 一 the probable 
result in hard cash. Indeed，the marvels of the great city 
Proved so fascinating, that we started of 人 in a cab, for all the 
World as if we were on a pleasure trip, to follow up a plan 工 had 
sketched on my map of London.。 JIn our wonder and delight 
at What we saw，we quite forgot all we had gone thbrough. 
Coastly as it proved， 工 consiqered our week's stay justifed in 
view of Minna's need of rest in the first place，and secondjly， 
the excellent opportunity it afforded me of making acquaint- 
ances in thbe musical world. During my last visit to Dresden 
工 had sent 尺 we Bio，the overture composed at 玉 inigs- 
berg, to Sir John Smart，president of the Philharmonie Society. 
It is true he had never acknowledged it but 工 felt it the more 
incumbent on me to bring him to task about it。 工 thberefore 
spent 80me days trying to find out where he lived，wondering 
meanwhijle in which language 工 should have to make myself 
Understood，but as the result of my inquiries 工 discovered that 
Smart was not 记 London at aljl.， 工 next persuaded myself 
that it would be a good thing to look up Bulwer Lytton，and 
to come to an Understanding about the operatic performance 
of his novel， 尺 ?en2zz，which 工 had dramatised. 了 aving been 
told，on the continent，that Bulwer was 8a member of Parlia- 
ment， 工 went to the 也 ouse, after a few days, to inquire on the 
spot。 My total jgnorance of the English language stood me in 
good stead here，and 工 was treated with unexpected considera- 
tion; for，as none of the lower offcials in that vast building 
could make out what 工 wanted,， 工 was sent, step by step, to one 
high dignitary after the other， until at last 工 was introduced to 
a distingulshed-looking man，who came out of a large hall as 
we p88sed, as an entirely unintelligible individual， (Minna was 
with me all the time;j only Robber had been left behind at 
the 及 ing's Arms.) 了 e asked me very eivilly what 工 wanted， 
in Erench，and seemed favourably impressed when I inquired 
for the cejebrated author. 也 e was obliged to tell me，howeverz， 
that he was not in London。 工 went on to ask whether IT could 
not be admitted to 8a debate，but was told that，in consequence 
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of the old Houses of Parljiament having been burnt down, they 
were Using temporary premises where the space was 80 limited 
that only a few favoured visitors could procure cards of admit- 
tance。 But on my pressing more Urgently he relented，and 
Shortly after opened a door leading direct into the strangerge” 
8eats in the House of Lords。 tt seemed reasonable to con- 
clude from this that our friend was a lord in person。 工 was 
immensely interested to see and hear the Premier，Lord Mel- 
bourne，and Brougham (who seemed to me to take 8a very 
active part im the proceedings，prompting Melbourne several 
times，as 工 thbought)，and the Duke of Wellington，who looked 
80 comfortable in his grey beaver hat，with his hands diving 
deep into his trousers pockets，and who made his speech in so 
conversational a tone hat 工 lost my feeling of excessive 8awe. 
He had a curious way，too，of accenting his points of special 
emphasisgs by shaking his whole body. 工 was also much inter- 
ested ip Lord 工 yndhurst，Brougham's particular enemy，and 
was 8mazed to see Brougham go across Several times to 8it 
down cooly beside himn，apparentliy with a view to prompting 
even hisgs opponent.。 The matter in hand was，88 工 learned 
afterwards from the papers，the discussion of measures to be 
taken against the Portuguese Government to ensure the pass- 
ing of the Anti-Slavery Bill， The Bishop of London，who 
WaS one of the speakers on thisg occasion，wWas the only one of 
these gentlemen whose voice and manner seemed to Ime stif 任 
or Unnatural，but possibly 工 was prejudiced by my dislike of 
parson8s generally. 

After this pleasing adventure 工 imagined 工 bad exhauasted 
the attractions of London for the present, for although 工 could 
not gain admittanoe to tbhe Lower 了 ouse，my untiring friend， 
whom 工 came across again 88 工 went out，showed me the room 
Where the Commons sat，explained as much as Was necessary， 
and gave me 8 Bight of the Speaker's woolsack，and of his 
mace lying hidden under the table. He also gave me suUch 
carefu]l details of various things that 工 felt 工 knew all there w8s 
to know about the capital of Great Britain。 工 had not the 
smajllest intention of going to the talian opera， possibjy 
because 工 imagined the prices to be too ruinous。 We 
thoroughly explored all the principal streets，often tiring 
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ourselves out; we shuddered through a ghastly London Sunday， 
and wound up with a train trip (our very first) to Gravesend 
Park，in the company of the captain of the THAefs， On the 
20th of August we crossed over to 上 rance by steamer， 
arTriving the same evening at Bouogne-eur-mer，Where we 
took leave of the sea with the fervent desire never to go on 
it again. 

We were both of us secretly convinced hbat we should meet 
with disappointments in 了 Paris，andq it wa88s partly on that ac- 
count hat we decided to spend a few weeks at or neaz Boujogne. 
It was，in any case， too early in the season to find thbe varlious 
important people whom 工 proposed to see in town;i on the 
other hand，it seemed to me 8 most {fortunate circumstance 
that Meyerbeer should happen to be at Boulogne. Also， 工 
had the instrumentation of part of the second aet of 瓦 zeyzizt to 
fnish，and was bent on having at least half of the work ready 
to show on my arrival in the costly French caplital We thbere- 
fore set out to fnd less expensive accommodation in the country 
round Boulogne， Beginning with the immediate nelighbour- 
hood, our search ended in our taking two practically unfurnished 
rooms in the detached house of a rural wine merchant'e, situated 
on the main road to Paris at half an hour's distance from 
Boulogne. We next provided scanty but adequate furniture， 
and in bringing our wits to bear upon this matter Minna par- 
tiecujarly distinguishedq herselft.。 Besides a bed and two chairs， 
we dug up a table，whiech，after 工 had cleared away my 尺 zeni2 
papers，served for our meal8s，which we had to prepare at ouUT 
own fireslide. 

While we were here I made mmy first call on Meyerbeer， 工 
had often read in thbe papers of his proverbial amiability，and 
bore him no ill-will for not replying to my letter.， My favour- 
able opinion was 8oon to be confirmed，however，by his kind 
reception of me The impression he made was good in every 
respect，particularly as regards his appearance。 The years had 
not yet given his features the fabby look whieh sooner or later 
mars most Jewish faces，and the fne formation of his brow 
round about the eyes gave him an expresslion of countenance 
that inspired confdence， He did not seem in the least inclined 
to depreciate my intention of trying my luck in Parls 8a8 8 
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composer of opera; he allowed me to read him my libretto for 
Remi2tz，and really listened up to the end of the third act， 卫 e 
kept the two acts that were complete，saying tbhat he wished 
to look them over,， and assured me,， when I again called on him， 
of his whole-hearted interest in my work. Be this as it may， 
it annoyed me somewhat that he shoud again and again fal 
back on praising my minute handwriting，&n accomplishment 
he considered especlally Saxonian。 了 He promised to give me 
letters of recommendation to Duponchel，the manager of the 
Opera House，and to 也 abeneck，the conductor.， 工 now felt 
that 工 had good cause to extol my good fortune which，after 
many vicljssitudes，had sent me precisely to thig particular 
spot in France。 What better fortune could have befallen me 
than to secure，in 80 short 8 time，the sympathetic interest of 
the most famous composer of French operal Meyerbeer took 
me to see Moscheles，who was then in Boulogne，and also 
raulein Blaheqka，a celebrated virtuoso whose name 工 had 
known for many years。 工 spent a few informal musical even- 
ings at both houses, and thbus came into close touch with musical 
celebrities，an experience quite newW to me. 

工 had written to my future brother-in-law，Avernarius，imp 
了 Paris, to ask him to fnd us suitable accommodations，and we 
started on ouUT journey thither on 16th September in the dili- 
gence，my efforts to hoist Robber on to the top being attended 
by thbe usual di 伍 cujties. 

My first impression of Paris proved disappointing in view 
of the great expectations 工 bad cherished of that ceity;j after 
London it seemed to me narrow and confined. 工 had imagined 
thbe famous boulevards to be much vaster，for instance，8and was 
really annoyed，when the huge coach put us down in the Rue 
de la Juissienne, to thbink that 工 should first set foot on Parisian 
soil in such aa wretched jlittlje alley. Neither did the Rue 
了 Richelieu，where my brother-in-law had his book-shop，seem 
imnposing after thbe streets in the west end of London. As for 
thbe champ7e 9a7700te， Which had been engaged for me in the Rue 
de la Tonnellerie，one of the narrow sidqe-streets which link the 
Rue St Honor6 with the March6 des Innocents, 工 felt positively 
degraded at having to take up my abode there， 工 needed all 
the consolation that could be derived from an inseription， 
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placed under a bust of Moliere，which read : ”rtso7 0 920G20tt 
人 olxere，to ralse my courage after the mean impression the 
house had frst made upon me Ihe room，which had been 
prepared for us on the fourth foor，was small but cheerful， 
decently furnished，and inexpensive， rom the windows we 
could see the frightful bustle in the market below，which became 
more and more 8larming 88 we watched it，and 工 wondered 
What we were doing in suceh a quarter. 

Shortly after this，Avenarius had to go to Leipzig to bring 
home his bride，my youngest sister Cecilia，after the wedding 
in that city。 Before leaving, he gave me an introduction to his 
only musical acquaintance，a German holding an appointment 
in the music department of the Blotheaque 玉 oyale，named 
卫 . .Anders，who lost no time in looking us up in Moliere;s 
house。 了 e was，8a8 工 8oon discovered，8 man of very unusual 
character，and，littlje as he was able to heljp me，he left an 
affecting and ineffaceable impression on my memory。 了 He was 
& bachelor in the fifties，whose reverses had driven him to thbe 
88d necessity of earning a living in Parisg entirely without as- 
sistance。 He had fallen back on the extraordinary biblio- 
graphical knowledge which，especialy in reference to music， it 
had been his hobby to acquire in the days of his prosperity. 
也 is real name he never told me，wishing to guard the secret 
of thbat，as of his misfortunes，until after his deathb。 Kor the 
time being he told me only that he was known 88 Anders，wWas 
of noble descent，and had held property on the Rhine，bnut 
that he had lost everything owing to the villainous betrayal 
of his gullibility and good-nature。， Ihe only thbing he had man- 
8ged to 8save W88 his very considerable library，the 8size of 
Which 工 was able to estimate for myself。 It flled every wall 
of his small dwelling. 卫 ven here in Paris he soon complained 
of bitter enemjes ; for, in spite of having come furnished with 
an jintroduction to infuential people， he still held the inferior 
position of an employee in the library. JIn spite of his long 
service there and his great learning, he had to see really lgnorant 
men promoted over his head. 工 discovered afterwards thbat the 
real reason lay in his unbusinesslike methods，and the effemi- 
nacy consgequent on the delicate way in which he had been 
nutured ip early life，which made him incapable of developing 
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the energy necessary for his work。 On a miserable pittance of 
ffteen hundred francs a year，he led a weary existence, full of 
anxiety.。 With nothing in view but a lonely old age，and the 
probabijity of dying in a hospital， it seemed as 这 our 8society 
put new lfe into him; for though we were poverty-stricken， 
we looked forward boldqdly and hopefully to the future。 My 
vivacity and invincible energy flljed him with hopes of my 
succes8，8and from this time forward he took a most tender 
and Unselfish part in furthering my interests。 Although he 
wa88 8 contributor to the Gazette Mtzstcale，edited by Moritz 
Schjlesinger, he had never succeeded in making his infuence felt 
there in the slightest degree. 再 e had none of the versatility 
of a journalist，and the editors entrusted him with little besidqes 
the preparation of bibliographical notes。 Odqly enough，t 
wa8 with this Unworldly and least resourceful of men tbat 工 
had to discuss my plan for the conquest of Paris，that is，of 
musical Paris，which is made up of all the most questionable 
characters imaginablje，。 TIhe result was practically always thbe 
same ; We Imerely encouraged each other in thbhe hope that some 
Unforeseen stroke of luck would help my cause， 

To assist us in these discussiongs Anders called in his friend 
and housemate Lehrs，& philologist，my acquaintance With 
whom wa8s 80on to develop into one of the most beautifu] 
friendships of my jlife. Lehrs was the younger brother of a 
famous scholar at 及 bnlgsberg. He had jeft there to come to 
Paris some years before，with the object of gaining an indepen- 
dent position by his philological work.。 Ihis he preferred，in 
spite of the attendant di 伍 culties，to a post as teacher with 8 
s88lary which only in Germany could be considered suffcient 
for a scholar's wants。 He soon obtained work from Didot, the 
bookseller，as assistant editor of a large edition of Greek classics， 
but the editor traded on his poverty，and was much more con- 
cerned about the success of his enterprise thban about the con- 
dition of his poor collaborator. Lehrs had therefore perpetu- 
ally to struggle against poverty，but he preserved an even 
temper，and showed himself in every way 8 model of disin- 
terestedness and self-sacrifice。 At first he looked upon me 
only as a man in need of advice，and incidentally a fellow- 
sufferer in Paris; for he bad no knowledge of music，and had 
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no particnlar interest in 让 We soon became so intimate that 
I had him dropping in nearly every evening with Anders， 
Lehrs being extremely useful to his friend，whose Unsteadiness 
in walking obliged him to use an Umhbrella and a walking-stick 
as crutches。 也 e was also nervous in crossing crowded thborough- 
fares，and particularly so at night; while he alwayse liked to 
make Lehrs cross my thbreshold in front of him to distract the 
attention of Robber, of whom he stood in obvious terror， Our 
usually good-natured dog became poasitively suspicious of thigs 
visitor，and soon adopted towards him the same 8&ggressive 
attitude which he had shown to the sailor 及 oske on board the 
Tjetrs， The two men lived at an 1Olel gar7it in 及 ue de Seine. 
They complained greatly of their landlady，who appropriated 
80 Imuch of their income that they were entirely in her power， 
Anders had for years been trying to 8assert his independence 
by leaving her，without being able to carry out his plan We 
800n threw o 企 mutually every shred of disguise 88 to the 
present state of our fnances，8so that，although the two house- 
holds were actually separated，our common troubles gave us al] 
the intimacy of one united family. 

The various ways by which I 工 might obtain recognition in 
Paris formed the chief topie of our discussions at that time. 
Our hopes were at first centred on Meyerbeer's promised letters 
of introduction. Duponchel，the director of the Opera，did 
.actually see me at hisg o 仁 ce，where，fixing a monocle in his 
right eye he read through Meyerbeer's letter without betraying 
the least emotion，having no doubt opened similar communi- 
cationgs from the composer Iany times before， 工 went away， 
and never heard another word from him. The eldqerly con- 
ductor， 了 abeneck，on the other hand，took an interest in my 
Work tbat was not merely polite，and acceded to my request to 
have something of mine played at one of the orchestral practises 
at the Conservatolire 88 8oon as8 he shouldq have leisure。 工 hbad， 
unfortunately，no short instrumental piece that seemed suitable 
except my queer ColuiDtS Overture，which 工 considered the 
most effective of al that had emanated from my pen。 It had 
been received with great applause on the occasion of ite per- 
formance in the theatre at Magdqeburg，with the assistance of 
the valiant trumpeters from the Prussian garrison。 工 gave 
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了 abeneck the score and parts，and was able to report to ouUr 
committee at home that 工 bad now one enterprise on foot. 

TI gave up the attempt to try and see Seribe on the mere 
ground of our having had some correspondence, for my friends 
had made it clear to me, in the light of their own experience， 
that it. was out of the question to expect this exceptionally 
busy author to occupy himself seriously with a young and 
Unknown Imusician。 Anders was able to introduce me to 
another acquaintance，however，8& certain M. Dumersan. Thisg 
grey-haired gentleman had written some hundred vaudeville 
pieces，and would have been glad to see one of them performed 
a8 80 0pera on 8 larger scale before his death. He had no idea 
of standing on his dignity as an author，and was quite willing 
to undertake the translation of an existing libretto into rench 
Verse。 We thberefore entrusted him with the writing of my 
Zaebesyerbot，wWith a view to aa performance at the Thihatre 
de la Renaissance，8s it was then called. (]t was the third 
`” existing theatre for lyrie drama，the performances being given 
in the new Salle Ventadour，which had been rebuilt after its 
destruction by fire.) On the understanding that it was to be 
8a literal translation，he at once turned the three nunmbers of 
my opera，for which 工 hoped to secure 8 hearing，into neat 
French verse。 Besides thlis，he asked me to compose 8 chorus 
for a vaudeville entitled Za PDescente de 1 Couzt11e，which was 
to be played at the Varikt6s during the carnival. 

This was a second opening. My friends now strongly advised 
me to write something small in the way of songs，whlich I could 
offer to popular singers for concert purposes。、 了 Both Lehrs and 
Anders produced words for these。 Andqers brought a very 
innocent 了 ors，0m ezifant，written by 8a young poet of his 
acquaintance;j this was the first thing 工 composed to a rench 
text。 It was So successful that，when 工 had tried it over softly 
several tirmes on the piano, my wife，who was in bed, caled out 
to me that it was heavenly for sending one to sleep， 工 also 
set 74ttente from Hugos Ormentares，and Ronsard's song， 
Mtqnoxie, to music。 工 have no reason to be ashamed of these 
small pieces，which 工 published subsequently as a musical sup- 
plement to 丈 vwropa (Lewalds publication) in 1841. 

Inext stumbled on the idea of writing a grand bass aria with 
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8& chorus，for ablache to introduce into hisg part of Orovist 
in Bellini)s Worm。 Lehrs had to hunt up an Italian political 
refugee to get the text out of him。 Ihis was done，8and 工 
produced an effective composition 6 2 Bellini (which still 
existe among my mantusceripts)，and went o 企 at once to ofter 
it to 工 ablache. 

The friendly Moor，who received me in the great singers 
anteroom，insisted upon admitting me stralght into his master8 
presence without announcing me。 As 工 bad anticipated some 
di 伍 oulty in getting near such &a celebrity，I had written my 
request，8a8 工 thought this would be simplez ban explaining 
verbally. 

The black servant's pleasant manner made me feel very un- 
comfortable; I entrusted my score and jletter to him to give to 
Lablache，without taking any notice of his kindly astonishment 
at my refusal of his repeated invitation to go into his master's 
room and have an interview，and 工 left the house hurriedly， 
intending to cal for my an8swer in a few days。 When 工 came 
back Lablache received me most kindly，and assured me thbat 
my aria Was8 excellent，though it was impossible to introduce 
it into Belini's opera after the latter had already been per- 
formed so very often。 My relapse into thbhe domain of Belini?s 
style, of which 工 bad been guilty through the writing of this aria， 
Was therefore useless to me，and 工 soon became convinced of 
the fruitljessness of my efiorts in that direction。 工 saw that 工 
should need personal introductions to various singers in order 
to ensure the production of one of my other compositlons. 

When Meyerbeer at last arrived in Paris，thberefore， 工 wag 
delighted. 了 He was not in the least astonished at the lack of 
8Uccess of hls letters of introduction ; on the contrary，he made 
use of this opportunity to Impress upon me hovw di 人鱼 cult it was 
to get on in 了 aris，and how necessaTy jit was for me to jlook 
out for less pretentious work. With this object he intzoduced 
me to Maurice Schlesinger，and leaving me at the mercy of 
thbat monstrous person，went back to Germany. 

At first Schlesinger did not know what to do with mej;i the 
acquaintances 工 made through him (of whom the chief was 
the violinist Pano 人 fka) led to nothing，and 工 therefore returned 
to my advisory board at home，through whose infuence 工 had 
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recently received an order to compose the music to the Too 
Crexiudzers，by Heine，translated by a 了 Parisian professor。 工 
wrote thbis song for baritone，and was very pleased with the 
result ; on Anders advice 工 now tried to fnd singers for my 
newW compositions。 Mnme。 了 Pauline Viardot on wbhom 工 frst 
caled，went through my songs with me。 She was very amiable， 
and praised them，but did not see why she should sing them. 
工 went through the same experience with a Mme. Widmann，a 
grand contralto，who sang my Dors，7ni0om efant with great 
feeljing; all the same she had no further use for my composi- 
tion。 A certain M. Dupont，third tenor at the grand opera， 
tried my setting of the Ronsard poem，but declared that the 
language in which it was written w8s no longer palatable to the 
了 Paris publjic.。 M. Geraldy，&a favourite concert singer and 
teacher，who aljlowed me to call and see him frequently，told 
me that the 7wo Crexddzers Was jimpossible，for the simple 
reason that the accompaniment at the end of the song，which 
工 had modelled upon thbhe Marsezllaxse，could only be sung in 
the streets of 了 Paris to the accompaniment of cannons and gun- 
shots。 了 abeneck was the only person who fulflled his promise 
to conduet my Co1umpus Overture at one of the rehearsals for 
the benefit of Anders and myself， As，however，there was no 
question of producing this work even at one of the celebrated 
Conservatoire concerts， 工 saw clearly that the old gentieman 
wa8 only moved by kindness and a desire to encourage me 芒 
coud not lead to anything further，and 工 myself wasg con- 
vinced that this extremely superficial work of my young days 
could only give the orchestra a wIong impression of my talents. 
也 owever，these rehearsals，to my surprise，made such an Un- 
expected impression on me in other ways that they exercised 
8 decisive infuence in the crisisg of my artistie development. 
This was due to the fact that 工 listened repeatedly to Bee- 
thoven”s Ninth Symphony，which, by dint of untiring practice， 
received such a marvellous interpretation at the hands of this 
celebrated orchestra，that the picture I had had of it in my 
mind in the enthusiastie days of my youth now stood before 
me almost tangibly in brilliant coloures，undimmed，as though 
让 had never been effaced by the Leipzig orchestra who had 
slaughtered it under Pohlenz's baton。 Where formerly 工 had 
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only seen mystie constellations and weird shapes without mean- 
ing， Inow found, Howing from innumerable sources，8 stream 
of the most touching and heavenly melodies which delighted 
my heart. 

The whole of that period of the deterioration of my munsical 
tastes which dated，practically speaking，from those selfsame 
confusing ideas about Beethoven，and which had grown 8o 
much worse thbrough my acquaintance with that dreadful 
tbeatre 一 al tbhese wrong view8 nowW snk down 88 过 into an 
abyss of shame and remorse. 

This inner change hadq been gradualy prepared by many 
painful experiences during the last few yeares。 工 owed the 
recovery of my old vigour and spirits to the deep impression 
the rendering of the Ninth Symphony had made on me when 
performed in a way 工 had never dreamed of This important 
event in my life can only be compared to the upheaval caused 
within me when, as & youth of sixteen, 工 saw Schrbder-Devrient 
act in Frdelto. 

The direct result of this was my intense longing to compose 
80methbing that would give me 8 similar feeling of satisfaction， 
and this desire grew iD proportion to my anxiety about my 
unfortunate position in Paris，which made me almost despair 
of success. 

In this mood 工 sketehed an overture to axst which， 
according to my original scheme，was only to form the first 
part of a whole Faouwst Symphony，as 工 had already got 
the“Qretechen ”idea in my head for the second movement 
This is the same composition that 工 rewrote ip several parts 
ffteen years later; 工 bad forgotten all about it，and 工 owed 
lts reconstruction to the advice of Liszt，who gave me many 
valuable hints.。 Ihis composition has been performed many 
timeg Undez the title of et7e aust-ouUertiire，and has met 
with great 8ppreciation。 At the time of which 工 am speak- 
ing， 工 boped that the Conservatoire orchestra would have 
been willing to give the work aa hearing，but 工 was told tbhey 
thought they had done enough for me，and hoped to be rid of 
Ime for some time. 

也 aving failed everywhere，I 工 now tarned to Meyerbeer for 
more introductions，especialy to singere。 工 was very much 
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SUrprisged when, in consequence of my request，Meyerbeer intro- 
duced me to a certain M. Gouin，a post-o 鱼 ce o 侍 cial，and 
Meyerbeer's sole agent ip Parisg，whom he instructed to do his 
utmost for me. Meyerbeer specially wished me to know M. 
Antknor Joly，director of the Ihkatre de la Renaissance，the 
musical theatre already mentioned.， M. Gouin，with almost 
suspicious levity，promised me to produce my opera Ziepes- 
Verbpol，which now only required_ translation。 There was 8 
question of having a few numbers of my opera sung to the 
comimittee of the theatre at 8 special audience。、 When 工 
sUggested that some of the singers of this very theatre should 
Undertake to sing three of the numbers which had been already 
translated by Dumersan， 工 was refused on the plea that al] 
tbhese artistg were far too busy. But Gouin saw a way out 
of the diffioeulty; on the authority of Maizlre Meyerbeer，he 
won Over to ouUr cause Several singers who were Undqer an 
obligation to Meyerbeer: Mme。 Dorus-Gras，8& real prima- 
donna of the Grand Opera，Mnme， Widmann and M. Dupont 
(the two last-named had previously refused to help me) now 
promised to sing for me at thig audience. 

This much，then，did 工 achieve in six months。 革 was Dow 
nearly 了 上 aster of the year 1840. 了 ncouraged by Gouin?s 
negotiations，which seemed to spell hope，I 工 made up my mind 
to move from the obseure Quartier des Innocents to 8a part 
of Paris nearer to the mnusical centre; and in thig 工 was 
encouraged by Lehrs” fooljhardqy advice. 

What thls change meant to me my readers will learmn when 
they hear Under what circumstances we had dragged on our 
existence during our stay in 了 arig. 

Although we were living in the cheapest possible way， 
dining at 8 very 8majl restaurant for 8 franc 8 head，it was 
impossible to prevent the rest of our money from Imelting 
away7， Our friend MD5ller had given us to understand that we 
could ask him if we were in need, as he would put aslde for us 
the first money that came in from any successful business 
transaction。 工 here was no aternative but to apply to him for 
money; in the meantime we pawned 8 the trinketes we 
possessed that were of any value。 As 工 was too shy to make 
inquiries about a pawnshop, 工 looked up the Erench equivalent 
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in the dictionary in order to be able to recognise such a place 
when I saw it。 JIn my little poeket dictionary I could not fnd 
any other word than “ombard” On looking at a map of 
了 Paris Ifound，situated in the mliddle of an inextricable maze 
of streets, a very small lane called Rue des Lombards。， Ihither 
工 wended my way，but my exzpedition was fruitless。 Often， 
on reading by the light of the transparent lanterns the in- 
scription “Mont de Pi6t6,” 工 became very curious to know its 
meaning，and on consulting my advisory board at home about 
this “Mount of Piety,， ! 工 was toldq, to my great delight，that 让 
was precisely.there that 工 should find salvation。 To this8 “ Mont 
de 了 i6t6 ，we now carried all we possessed in the way of silver， 
namely，our wedding presents。 After that followed my wife?s 
trinkets and the rest of her former theatrical wardrobe,， amongst 
which was & beanutiful silver-embroidered blue dress with &a 
court train，once the property of the Duchess of Dessau。 Still 
we heard nothing from our friend M6ller，and we were obliged 
to wait on from day to day for the sorely needed help from 
及 inigsberg，and at last，one dark day，we pledged our weddqing 
rings。 When.all hope of asslstance seemed vain， 工 beard that 
the pawn-tiekets themselves were of some value，as they could 
be sold to buyers，who thereby acquired the right to redeem 
the pawned articles。 工 had to resort even to this，and thus 
the blue court-dress，for instance，wWas lost for ever。 Mi5ller 
never wrote again。 When later on he called on me at the time 
of my conductorship in Dresden，he admitted that he had 
been embittered against me owing to humiliating and deroga- 
tory remarks we Were 88id to have made about him after we 
parted，and had resolved not to have anything further to do 
with us。 We were certalin of our innocence in the matter，and 
very grieved at having，through pure slander，lost the chance 
of such asslstance in oUrT great need. 

At the beginning of our pecuniary di 值 culties we sustained 
8 loss Which we looked upon as providential，in spite of the 
grief it caused us。 This was our beautiful dog，which we had 
managed to bring across to Paris with endless di 伍 culty。 As 
he was 8& very valuable animal，and attracted much attention， 


1 This is the correct translation of the words Berg der Frirni7tOKet Used 
in the original. 一 卫 pITOR， 
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he had probably been stolen. JIn spite of the terrible state of 
the traffce in 了 Paris，he had always found his way home in the 
shme clever manner in which he had mastered the di 值 culties 
of the London streets。 Qnuite at the beginning of our stay in 
了 Paris he had often gone of by himself to the gardensg of the 
Palaigs Royal，where he used to meet many of his friends，and 
had returned safe and sound after a brilliant exhibition of 
swimming and retrieving before an audience of gutter children. 
At the Quai du Pont-neuf he generally begged us to let him 
bathe; there he used to draw a large crowd of spectators round 
him，who were so loud in thelir enthusiasm about the way in 
which he dived for and brought to land various objects of 
clothing，tools，etc.，that the police begged us to put an end 
to the obstruction。 One morning I let him out for a little run 
8a8 USUual; he never returned, and in spite of our most strenuous 
efforts to recover him，no trace of him was to be found。 This 
loss seemed to many of our friends a piece of luck, for tbhey could 
not understand how it was possible for us to feed such a huge 
animal when we ourselves had not enough to eat About this 
time， the second month of our stay in Paris，my sister Louisa 
came over from Leipzig to join her husbandq，Friedrich Brock- 
haus，in 了 Paris，where he had been waiting for her for some 
time。 They intended to go to Italy together，and Louisga made 
Use of thigs opportunity to buy all kinds of expensive things 
in Paris。 工 did not expect them to feel any pity for us on 
account of our foolish removal to Paris，and its attendant 
mjseries，oFr that they should consider themselves bound to 
heljp us in any way;i but althbough we did not try to conceal 
our position，we derived no benefit from the visit of our rich 
relations。 Minna was even kind enough to help my sister 
with her luxurious shopping，and we were very 8nxious not 
to make them think we wanted to rouse thelir pity。 JIn return 
my sister introduced me to an extraordinary friend of hers， 
who was destined to take a great interest in me。This was the 
young painter， 卫 mnst 及 ietz，from Dresden j he was an excep- 
tionally kind-hearted and unaffected young man，whose talent 
for portrait painting (in 8 sort of coloured pastel style) had 
made him such a favourite in his own town， that he hadq been 
induced by his fnancial sucecesses to come to Parig for a time 
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to fnish hie art studies。 He had now been working in De- 
laroche's studio for about a year.。 He had a curious and 
almost childjike qisposition，and his lack of all serious educa- 
tion，combined with a certain weakness of character， had made 
him choose a career in which he was destined，in spite of al 
his talent，to fail hopelessly。 工 bad every opportunity of rec- 
ognijsing this，as 工 saw 8 great deal of him. At the time， 
however，the simple-hearted devotion and kindness of this 
young man Were Very welcome both to myself and my wife， 
who often felt lonely，and his friendship was a real source of 
help in our darkest hours of adversity。 卫 e became almost 8 
member of the family，and joined our home cirele every night 
providing 8a strange contrast to nervous old Anders and the 
grave-faced Lehrs.。 瑟 i8 good-nature and his quaint remarks 
s0on made him indispensabjle to us; he amused us tremendously 
with his Erench，into which he would launch with the greatest 
confdence，althbough he could not put together two consecutive 
sentences properly, in spite of having lived in 了 Paris for twenty 
years。 With Delaroche he studied oil-painting，and had ob 
viousl]y considerable talent in this direction，although it wa88 
the very rock on which he stranded。 The mixing of the colours 
on his palette，and especially the cleaning of his brushes，took 
up so much of his time thbat he rarely came to the actual paint- 
ing. As the days were very short in midwinter，he never had 
time to do any work after he had fnished washing his palette 
and brushes, andq，as far as 工 can remember，he never completed 
a single portrait。 Strangers to whom he had been introduced， 
and who had given him ordqers to paint theirz portraite，wWere 
obliged to leave Paris without seeing them even half done， 
and at last he even complained because some of his sitters 
died before their portraite were completed.， His landlord，to 
whom he was aways in debt for rent，wa8 the only creature 
who succeeded in getting 8& portrait of his ugly person from 
the painterz，and，88s far as 工 know，this is the only fnished 
portrait in exlstence by 及 ietz。 On the other hand，he was 
very clever at making jittle sketehes of any subject suggested 
by our conversation during the evening，and in these he dis- 
played _ both originality and delicacy of execution。 During 
the winter of thbat year he completed a good pencil portrait 
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of me，which he touched up two years afterwards when he 
knew me more intimately，finishing it o 企 as it now stands. 
JIt pleased him to sketch me in the attitude I often assumed 
during our evening chats when 工 was in a cheerful mood. 
和 No evening ever passed during which 工 did not succeed i 
shaking o 企 the depression caused by my vain endeavours， 
and by the many worTries 工 had gone through during the day， 
and in regaining my natural cheerfulness，and 玉 ietz was 
anXlou8 to represent me to the world as 8a man Who，in spite 
of the hard times he had to face，had confidence ip his suc- 
cess，8nd rose smiljing above the troubles of life. Before the 
end of the year 1839，my youngest sister Cecilia also arrived 
in 了 aris with her husband， 卫 dward Avenarius。 It was only 
natural that she should feel embarrassed at the idea of meeting 
us in Paris in OUT extremely straitened circumstances，especij- 
aly as her husband was not very wel o 企 。 Consequently，in- 
stead of calling on them frequently，we preferred waiting until 
they came to see us，wWhich，by the way，took them a long 
time。 On the other hand, the renewal of our acquaintance with 
了 Heinrich Laube，who came over to Paris at the beginning 
of 1840 with his young wife，Iduna (?*be Budqius)，was very 
cheering. She was the widow of 8a wealthy Leipzig doctor， 
and 工 aube had married her Under very extraordinary circum- 
stances，8since we last saw him in Berlin;j they intended to 
enjoy themselves for a few months in Paris。 During the long 
period of his detention，while awaiting his trial，this young 
lady had been so touched by his misfortunes that without 
knowing much of him，she had shown great sympathy and in- 
terest in his case。 革 aube's sentence was pronounoed soon after 
I left Berlin; it was Unexpectedly light，consisting of on]ly 
one year's imprisonment in the town gaol. 了 e was allowed 
to undergo this term in the prlison at Muskau in Nilesla，where 
he had the advantage of being ne8ar his friend，Prince 了 iickler， 
who in his o 佣 cial capacity，and on account of his infuence 
with the governor of the prison，w8s permitted to aftord the 
prisoner even the consolation of personal intercourse. 

The young widow resolved to marry him at the beginning of 
his term of imprisonment，so that she might be near him at 
Muskau with her loving assistance。 TIo see my old friend 
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under such favourable conditions was in itseljf a pleasure to 
me; I also experienced the liveliest satisfaction at fnding there 
was Dn0 cbange in his former sympathetic attitude， We met 
frequently; our wives also became friends，and Laube was the 
first to approve in his kindqdly humorous way of our folly in 
moving to 了 aris. 

In higs house I made the acquaintance of Heinrich Heine， 
and both of tbhem joked good-humouredly over my extraordinary 
position, making even me laugh。 Iaube felt himself compelled 
to talk seriously to me about my expectations of succeeding 
ip Paris，as he saw that 工 treated my situation，based on such 
trivial hopes，with a humour that charmed him even against 
his better judgment He tried to think how he could help 
me without prejudicing my future。 With this object he wanted 
me to make 8a more or less plausible sketeh of my future plans， 
80 that on his approaching visit to our native land he might 
procure 80me help for me 工 happened just at that time to 
have come to an exceedingly promising Understanding with 
the management of the Thkatre de la Renaissance。 工 thus 
seemed to have obtained a footing，and 工 thought it safe to 
assert，thbat 让 工 were guaranteed the means of livelihood for 
six months，I could not fail within that period to accompjlish 
something. 工 aube promised to make this provision，and kept 
his word.。 He induced one of his wealthy friends ip 工 eipzig， 
and, following this example, my well-to-do relations, to provide 
me for sixz months with the necessary Tesources，to be paid 
in monthly instalments thbrough Avenarius. 

We therefore decided, as 工 have said, to leave our furnished 
apartments and take a fat for ourselves in the Rue du Helder. 
My prudent, careful wife had suffered greatly on account of tbe 
careless and uncertain manner in which 工 bad hitherto con- 
trolled our meagre resources，and in now Undertaking the re- 
sponsibility，she explained that she understood how to keep 
house more cheaply than we coud do by living in furnished 
rooms andq restaurants。 Success justifed the step ; the serious 
part of the question lay in the fact that we had to start house- 
keeping without any furniture of ourz own，and everything 
necessary for domestic purposes had to be procured, though we 
had not the mherewithal to get 让 Im thisg matter Lehrs，who 
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was Well versed in the peculiarities of Parisian life，was abjle to 
advise Us， In his opinion the only compensation for the ex- 
periences we had undergone hitberto would be a success equlva- 
lent to my daring. As 工 did not'possess the resources to allow 
of long years of patient waiting for success in Parigs， 工 mmust 
either count on extraordinary luek or renounce all my hopes 
forthwith。 工 he longed-for success must come within &a yeaT，or 
I shoujdq be ruined.。 Therefore 工 must qdqare al，as befitted my 
name, for in Imy case he was not inclined to derive “Wagner : 
from artOer6。 工 was to pay my rent, twelve hundred francs， 
in quarterjy instalments; for the furniture and fttings，he 
recommended me，through his landlady，to 8a carpenter who 
provided everything that was necessary for what seemed to be 
8 rea8onabje sum，8ajlso to be paid by instalments，all of which 
appeared very simple. Lehrs maintained that 工 should do 
no good in Paris unless 工 showed the world that 工 had con- 
fdence in myself. My trial audience was impending; 工 felt 
suUre of tbe TIheatre de la Renalssance, and Dumersan was keenly 
anxious to make a complete translation of my Zebesverbot into 
French。 So we decided to run the risk， On 15th April，to 
the astonigshment of the concierge of the house in the Rue 
du Helder，we moved with an exceedingly small amount of 
luggage into our comfortable new apartments. 

IThe very first visit 工 recelived in the rooms 工 had taken with 
sUch high hopes was from Anders，who came with the tidings 
that the Thkatre de la 了 Renaisgsance had just gone bankrupt 
and was closed， 工 his news，whblich came on me like 8a thunder- 
clap，seemed to portend more than an ordinary stroke of bad 
luckj it revealed to me like a fash of lightnoing the absolute 
emptiness of my prospects。 My friendse openly expressed the 
opinion that Meyerbeer, in sending me from the Grand Opera 
to thls theatre，probably knew the whole of the circumstances. 
_ 工 did not pursue the line of thbought to which this supposition 
might lead as 工 felt cause enough for bitterness when 工 won- 
dered what 工 should do with the rooms in which 工 was so 
nicely installed. 

As my singers had now practised thbe portions of Ziebes- 

1 “Wagner ， in German meansg one Who dares，also 8 Wagoner; and 
“Fuhbrwerk ! means a Carriage. 一 了 prroa。 
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2erbol intended for thbe trial auqience， 工 was anxious at jeast 
to have them performed before some persons of infuence. 
M. 了 douard Monnaie，who had been appointed temporary di- 
rector of the Grand Opera after Duponchele retirement，was 
the less disposed to refuse as the singers who were to take part 
belonged to the institution over Which he presided ; moreover， 
there was no obligation attached to his presenoce at the audience. 
工 also took the trouble to call on Seribe to invite him to attend， 
and he accepted with the kindest alacrity。 At last my three 
pieces were performed before these two gentlemen in the green 
room of thbe Grand Opera，and 工 played the piano accompani- 
- Inent。 Ihey pronounced the musie charming，and Socribe ex- 
pressed his willingness to arrange the libretto for me 88 800n 
88 the managers of he opera had decided on accepting the 
piece; al that M. Monnaie had to reply to this offer was that 
it was impossible for them to do so at present 工 did not fail 
to realise that these were Only polite expressions; but at 8 
events 工 thought it very nice of them，and particularljy con- 
descending of Seribe to have got so far 88 to bink me deserving 
of a little politeness. 

But in my heart of hearts 工 felt really ashamed of having 
gone back again seriously to that superficial early work from 
- Which 工 had taken these three pieces。 Of course 工 had only 
done thbis because 工 thought 工 ahould win success more Tapldly 
in Paris by adapting myself to its frivolous taste。 My aversion 
from this kind of taste，which had been long growing，coincided 
with my abandonment of all hopes of success in Paris， 工 was 
placed in an exceedingly melancholy situation by the fact 
that my circumstances had so shaped themselves that 工 dared 
not express thbig important change in my feelings to any one， 
especially to my poor wife。 But 寺 工 continued to make the best 
of a bad bargain, 工 bad no longer any illusiong as to the possi- 
bility of success in Paris。 下 ace to face with unheard-of misery， 
I 工 shuddqered at the smiling aspect which Paris presented in the 
bright sunshine of May。 工 was the beginning of the slack 
sea8on for any sort of artistie enterprise in 了 aris，and from 
eyery door at which 工 knocked with feigned hope 工 was turned 
away with the wretchedljy monotonous phbrase，M osteur esf 0 
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On our long walks，when we felt ourselves absolute strangers 
in the mijidst of the gay throng,I used to romance to my wife 
about the South American Free States, far away from all thls 
sinister life，where opera and mnusie were unknown，and the 
foundations of a sensible livelihood could easily be secured by 
industry。 工 told Minna，who was quite in the dark as to my 
meaning，of a book 工 had just read，Zschokke's Dre Gridaung 
00 Maryland, in which Ifound a very seduetive account of the 
sensation of relief experienced by the 了 uropean settlers after 
their former sufferings and persecutions。， She，being of a more 
practical turn of mind， used to point out to me the necessity of 
procuring means for our continued existence in Paris, for which 
she had thought out all sorts of economies. 

I，for my part，was sketching out the plan of the poem of 
my 玉 1aeqerder 瓦 ol16rder，which 工 kept steadily before me 8a8 
8& possible means of making a dbbut in Paris， 工 put together the 
material for a single act，infuenced by the consideration thbat 
TI ecould in thlsg way confine it to the simple dramatic develop- 
ments between the principal characters，without troubling about 
the tiresome operatie accessories。 了 rom 8 practical point of 
view， 工 thought 工 could rely on a better prospect for the ac- 
ceptance of my proposed work 这 it were cast in the form of a 
one-act 0pera，8uch as w8s frequently given 88 8 curtain Triser 
before a ballet at the Grand Opera。 工 wrote about it to Meyer- 
beer in 了 Berlin，asking for his heljp。 工 also resumed the 
composition of 尼 ?enzz，to the completion of which 工 wasg nowW 
gliving Imy constant attention。 

JIn the meantime our position became more and more gloomy; 
工 was 80on compelled to draw in advance on the subsidqies 
obtained by Laube，but in so doing 工 gradually alienated tbe 
syImpathy of my brother-in-law Avenarius，to Whom our stay 
in 了 Paris was incomprehensible. 

One morning，when we had been anxiously consujlting as to 
the possibility of raising our first quarter's rent 8 carrier 8p- 
peared with a parcel addressed to me from London; 工 thought 
it was 8n intervention of Providence，and broke open the seal. 
At be same Imoment 3a receipt-book was thrust into my face 
for signature，in which 工 at once saw that 工 had to pay seven 
francs for carriage。， 工 recognised，moreover，that the parcel 
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contained my overture Re Batamiat0，returned to me from 
the London Philharmonice Society.， In my fury 工 told the 
bearer that 工 would not take in the parcel whereupon he 
remonstrated in the livelliest fashion, as 工 had already opened it. 
It was no us8e;j 工 did not possess seven francs, and Itold him 
he should have presented the bill for the carriage before 工 had 
opened the parcel. So 工 made him return the only copy of 
my overture to Messrs. Lafftte and Gaillard's firm to do what 
they liked with it，and 工 never cared to inquire what became 
of that manuscript。 

Suddenly 及 ietz devised a way out of these troubles。 He 
had been commissioned by an old lady of Leipzig，called 下 riu- 
lein Leplay，a riceh and very miserly old maid, to fnd a cheap 
lodqging in Paris for her and for his stepmother，with whom she 
intended to travel。 As our 8partment，though not 8pacious， 
was larger than we actual]ly needed，and had very quickly 
become a troublesome burden to us，we did not hesitate for a 
moment to let the larger portion of it to her for the time of her 
stay in Paris，which was to last about two months。 In addition， 
my wife provided the gueste with breakfast，8as though they 
were ln furnlshed apartments，and took 8a great pride in ljooking 
at the few pence she earned in this way. Although we foundq 
this amazing example of old-maidishness trying enough，the 
arTangement we had made helped us ip some degree to tide 
over the anxious time，and 工 was able，in spite of this dls- 
organisation of our household arrangements，to continue Work- 
ing in comparative peace at my 尼 zenzh。 

工 his became more di 伍 cult after Eraiulein Leplay'e departure， 
When we let one of our rooms to a German commercial traveller， 
who in his leisure hours zealously played the fute。 His name 
Was Brix; he was 8a modest,， decent fellow, and had been recom- 
mended to us by Pecht the painter，whose acquaintance we 
had recently made， He hadq been introduced to us by Kietz， 
who studiedq with him in Delaroche's studqio。 了 e was the very 
antithesis of 及 ietz in every way，and obviously endowed with 
jess talent，yet he grappled with the task of acquiring the art 
of oll-painting in the shortest possible time under di 剑 cult 
circumstances With an industry and earnestness quite ount of 
the common。 了 e was，Imoreover，wWell educated，and eagerly 
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assimilated information，and was very straightforward，earnest， 
and trustworthy.。 Without attaining to the same degree of 
intimacy with us 88 ouUr three older friends，he was，neverthe- 
less，one of the few who continued to stand by us in our 
troubles，and habituajly spent mnearly evyery evening in our 
company. 

One day 工 received 8a fresh surprising proof of Laube's 
continued solicitude on our behalf. 工 he seceretary of a certain 
Count 及 uscelew called on us，and after some inquiry linto our 
affairs, the state of which he had heard from 工 aube at 及 arlsbad， 
informed us in a brief and friendljy way that his patron wished 
to be of use to us, and with that object in view desired to make 
my 8cquaintance。 Jn fact，he proposed to engage 8 small 
light opera company in Paris，which was to foljlow him to his 
了 ussian estates。 了 e was therefore looking for a musical director 
of su 伍 clent experience to assist in recruiting the members 
in Paris， 工 gladly went to the hotel where the count Was 
staying，8and there found an elderly gentleman of frank and 
agreeable bearing，who willingly listened to my little Erench 
compositions。 Being &a shewd reader of human nature，he 
saw at 8& glance that 工 was not the man for him，and though 
he showed me the most polite attention，he went no further 
into thbe opera scheme。 了 But that very day he sent me，&ccom- 
panied, by a friendly note，ten golden napoleons，in payment 
for my servlices。 What these services were 工 did not know. 
工 thbereupon wrote to him，and asked for more preclse detaljs 
of his wishes，and begged him to commission & composition， the 
fee for which 工 presumed he had sent in advance。 As I received 
no reply， 工 made more tban one eftort to approach him again， 
but in vain。 上 rom other sources Iafterwards learned that the 
only kiadq of opera Count 及 uscelew recognised was Adam s. 
As {for the operatie company to be engaged to sulit his taste， 
what he really wanted was more &a small harem than a company 
of artists. 

So far 工 had not been able to arrange anything with thbe 
musie publisher Schlesinger。 It was impossible to persuade 
him to pubjish my httle French songs。 In order to do some- 
thing，however, towards making myself known in this qirection， 
工 decided to have my To Grenadters engraved by him at my 
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own expense. 了 ietz was to lithograph a magnifcoent title- 
page for it。 Sechjesinger ended by charging me fifty fancs for 
the cost of production。 The story of this publication i8 curiousg 
from beginning to end; the work bore Soehlesinger's name， and 
a8 工 had defrayed al expenses, the, proceeds were, of course, to 
be placed to my account、 工 had afterwards to take the pub- 
lisher's word for it thbat not a single copy had been sold. Subse- 
quently，when 工 had made a qulck reputation for myself in 
Dresden through my 玉 renzt，Schott the publisher in Mainz， 
whbo dealt almost exclusively in works translated from the 
rench，thought it advisable to bring out a German edition 
of the To Greatrers。 Below the text of the French trans- 
]ation he had the German original by Heine printed; but 8s 
the 下 rench poem was 8 very free paraphrase, in quite a different 
metre to the original]，Heine's words. ftted my composition so 
badly that 工 was furious at the insujlt to my work,， and thought 
让 Decessary to protest against Schotte publication as an 
entirely Unauthorised reprint。 Schott then threatened me 
with an action for libel，asg he said that，according to his agree- 
ment，his edition was not & reprint (Wachpdruwcb )，but a reim- 
pression (4bdruwcl )。 In order to be spared further annoyance， 
TI was induced to send him an apology ip deference to the dis- 
tinoction he had drawn，whieh I did not understand. 

In 1848，when 工 made inquiries of Schlesinger's successor in 
Paris (M. Brandqus) as to the fate of my little work, Ilearned 
from him that a new edition had been published，but he de- 
clined to entertain any question of rights on my part Since 工 
did not care to buy a copy with my own money,， 工 have to this 
day had to do without my own property. TIo what extent， 
in later years，others profited by similar transactionsg relating 
to the publication of my works,， will appear in due course. 

For the moment the point was to compensate Sochlesinger for 
the fifty francs agreed upon，and he proposed that 工 sahould do 
this by writing articles for bis Gazette Mtvstca1e. 

As I was not expert enough in the rench language for 
literary purposes，my article had to be translated and half 
the fee had to go to the translator. 再 owever， 工 consoled 
myself by thbinking Ishould still receive sixty francs per sheet 
for the work. 工 was soon to learn，wben 工 presented myseif 
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to the angry publisher for payment，what wasg meant by a 
sheet。 It was measured by an abominable iron instrument， 
on which the lines of the columns were marked o 企 with fgures ; 
this was applied to the article，and after careful subtraction 
of the spaces left for the title and signature, the lines were added 
Up。 After this process had been gone through，it appeared 
that what 工 had taken for a sheet was only half a sheet. 

So far so good. 工 began to write articles for Sochjlesinger'8 
wonderful paper。 The frst was & long essay，1De 1 miaLsz2gt6 
ClLemaa7Ce, in which 工 exzpressed with the enthusiastie exaggera- 
tion characterlstic of me at that time my appreciation of the 
sincerity and earnestnes8s of German music。 工 bis article led 
my friend Anders to remark that the state of affairs in Germany 
must，indeed，be splendid 这 the conditions were really as 工 
deseribed。 工 enjoyed what was to me the surprising satis- 
faction of seeing this article subsequently reproduced in Italian， 
in 8 Milan mnusical journal，where，to my amusement， 工 sawW 
myself described as Dotbnsszmro Mtusrco Tedesco，8 mistake 
which nowadays would be impossible。 My essay attracted 
favourable comment，and Sechlesinger asked me to write 8n 
article in praise of the arrangement made by the Russian 
Gleneral Lwof of Pergolesis Stabal Mater，which 工 did as 
superficially as possible。 On my own impulse 工 then wrote 
an es8Ssay in & still more amiable vein called Dv pn6jer duw 
Virtal0se ef de 7 GEDezCazicCe de 取 comD082t07。 

In the meantime 工 was surprised in the middle of the summer 
by the arrival of Meyerbeer，who happened to come to Paris 
for 8a fortnight. He was very 8ympathetie and obliging. When 
II told him my idea of writing 8 one-act opera 88 & curtain 
Taiser，and asked him to give me an introduction to M. Lion 
Pillet，the recently appointed manager of the Grand Opera， 
he at once took me to see him，and presented me to him.。 But 
alas， 工 bad the unpleasant surprise of learning from the seriousg 
conversation Which took Place between those two gentlemen 
88 to my future，that Meyerbeer thought 工 bad better decide 
to compose an act for thbhe bajllet in collaboration with another 
musician。 Of course 工 could not entertain such an idea for 8 
moment。 工 succeeded，however，in handing over to M. Pilet 
my brief sketeh of the subject of the lVrrg Dutcprmaayr 
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”Things had reached this point when Meyerbeer again ]eft 
”了 aris, this time for a longez period of absence. 

As 工 did not hear from M. Pilet for quite a long time, I now 
began to work diligently at my composition of RRvenzi thbough， 
to my great distress， 工 had often to interrupt this task in order 
to Undertake certain pot-boiling hack-work for Soehlesinger. 

As my contributions to the Gazelte Mustrcale proved 8o 
Unremunerative，Schjlesinger one day ordered me to work onut 
8 method for the Comet 6 1prstors。 When Itold him about my 
embarrassment，in not knowing how to deal with the subject， 
he repled by sending me five different published “Methods ， 
for the Comael 4 1tstozs，at that time the favourite amateur 
instrument among the younger male population of Paris。 工 
had merely to devise a new sixth methodq out of these five，as 
al Sechlesinger wanted was to publish an edition of his own。 
工 was Tacking my brains how to start，when Sohlesinger，who 
bad just obtained a new complete method，released me from 
the onerous task. 工 was，however，told to write fourteen 
“Suites ” for the Commret 0 ptstoxs 一 that ia to say，airs out of 
operas 8Trranged for this instrument. ITo furnish me with 
material for this work，Schlesinger sent me no less than sixty 
compjlete operas 8aTrranged for the piano， 工 looked them 
through for suitable airs for my“Suites,”marked the pages in 
the volumes withb paper strips, and arranged them into a curious- 
looking structure round my work-table，so that 工 might have 
the greatest possible variety of the melodious material within 
Imy reach。 When 工 was in the midst of this work，however， 
to my great relief and to my poor wife's consternation， 
Schlesinger told me that M. Schlitz，the first cornet player in 
Paris，who had looked my“ 了 tudes ，through，preparatory to 
their being engraved，had declared that 工 knew absolutely 
nothing about the instrument，and had generally adopted keys 
that were too high，which Parisians would never be able to use. 
The part of the work I 工 bad already done was, however, accepted， 
Schlitz having agreed to correct it，but on condition that 工 
shoulq share my fee with bim。 The remainder of the work 
was then taken of 他 my hands，and the sixty pianoforte 8Trange- 
ments went back to the curious shop in the Rue Richelieu. 

So my exchequer was again in a sorTy plight。 Ihe distress- 
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ing poverty of my home grew more apparent every day，and 
yet 工 was now free to give 8 jast touch to 玉 enzt， and by the 
19th of November I 工 had completed this moast voluminous of all 
my Operas。 工 had decided，some time previously，to offer the 
first production of this work to the Court Theatre at Dresden， 
80 thbat， in the event of its being 8 success, 工 might thus resume 
Iy connection with Germany。 工 had decided upon Dresden 
88 工 knew that there 工 should have in Tichatschek tbhe most 
sUlitable tenor for the leading part. 工 also reckoned on my 
acquaintance With Sohroder-Devrient，who had always been 
nlce to me and who，though her eftorts were ineffectual，had 
been at great pains，out of regard for my family，to get my 
ee introduced at the Court ITheatre，Dresden。 In the 
secretary of the thbeatre，Hofrat Winkler (known as Theodor 
也 ell)，I also had an old friend of my family，besides which 工 
bad been introdquced to the conductor，Reissiger，with whom 
I and my friend Apel had spent a pleasant evening on the 
occaslion of our excursion to Bohemia in earlier days. TIo all 
these people 工 now addressed most respectful and eloquent 
appeals，wrote out 8n o0 伍 cial note to the director， 了 err von 
Liittichau，ag well asg a formal petition to the ing of Saxony， 
and had everything ready to send of. 

Meantime， 工 had not omitted to indicate the exact temzt 
in my opera by means of a metronome。 As 工 did not possess 
such 8 thing，I had to borrow one，and one morning 工 went 
out to restore the instrument to its owner，carrying lt Under 
my thin overcoat.。 Ihe day when thbls occurred w88 one of 
the strangest in my life，as 让 showed in a realy borrible way 
the whole misery of my position at that time。 Jn addition 
to the fact that I did not know where to look for the few francs 
wherewith Minna wasg to provide for our scanty housebhold 
requirements，8some of the bils which，in accordance with the 
custom in Paris in those days, 工 had signed for the purpose of 
ftting up our apartments，had fallen due。 也 oping to get help 
from one source or another， 工 first tried to get thbose bils pro- 
longed by the holders. As such documents pass through man7 
handqs，I had to call on all the holders across the length and 
breadth of the city。 That day 工 was to propitiate 8 cheese- 
monger who occupied a ffth-foor apartment in the Cit6， 工 
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also intended to 8sk for help from 再 einrioh，the brother of my 
brother-in-law，jBrockhaus，88 he was then in Parig; and 工 
Was going to call at Schlesingers to raise the money to pay for 
the despatch of my score that day by the usual mail service. 
As 工 had also to deliver the metronome，I left Minna early 
in the morning after 8 sad good-bye， She knew from experi- 
ence that 88 工 was on 8& Ioney-raising expedition，she would 
not see me back till late at night。 The streets were enveloped 
in 8 dense fog，and the first thing 工 recognised on leaving 
the house was my dog Robber，who had been stolen from 
us8 8 year before。 At first 工 thought it was & ghost，but 
II called out to him sharply in a shrill voice。 The animal 
seemed to recognise me，and approached me cautiously， 
but my sudden movement towards him with outstretehed 
arms seemed only to revive memories of the few chastise- 
ments 工 had foolishly inflieted on him during the latter 
part of our association，and_ this memory prevailed over all 
others。 He drew timidly away from me and，a8 工 followed 
him with some eagerness， he ran，only to 8ccelerate his 
speed when he found he was being pursued， 工 became Imore 
and Imore convinced that he had recognised me，because he 
aways lookedq back anxiously when he reached a corner; but 
seeing that 工 was hunting him like a maniac，he started of 在 
again each time with renewed energy. TIhus II followed him 
through a labyrinth of streets，hardly distinguishable in the 
thick mlst，until I eventually lost sight of him altogether，never 
to see him again。 划 was Dear the church of St. Roch，and 工 
wet with perspiration and quite breathless，was still bearing 
the metronome。 or a While 工 stood motionless，glaring into 
the mlst，and wondered what the ghostly reappearance of the 
companlion of my travelling adventures on this day might 
portend!l TIhe fact that he had fed from his old master with 
the terror of a wild beast fed my heart with a strange bitter- 
ness 8nd seemed to me 8 horrible omen。 Sadly shaken, II set 
out again，with trembling limbs，upon my weary errand. 
Heinrieh Brockhaus told me he could not help me，and 工 
left him。 工 was sorely ashamed，but made 8a strong effort to 
conceal the painfulness of my situation。 My other under- 
takings turned out equally hopeless，and after having been 
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kept waiting for hours at Sechlesingers，]listening to my em- 
ployer's very trivial conversation8s with his callers 一 conver- 
sationg8 Which he seemed purposely to protraet 一 工 reappeared 
under the windows of my home long after dark，utterly un- 
successful]。 工 s8wW Minna looking anxiously from one of the 
windows. 也 alf expecting my misfortune she had，in the 
meantime，succeeded in borrowing &a small sum of our lodger 
and boarder， Brixz，the fute-player， whom we tolerated 
patiently，though at some inconvenionce to ourselves，88 he 
Was8 8 -natured {fellow. So she was able to offer me at 
least a comfortable meal. 下 urther heljp was to come to me 
subsequently，though at the cost of great sacrifices on Imy 
part，owing to the success of one of Donizetti's operas，7a 
azyomia，8 very poor work of the Italian maestros，bnut 
welcomed with great enthusiasm by the 了 Parisian public， 
already so much degenerated。 This opera, the success of which 
was due mainly to two lively little songs，had been acquired 
by Schlesinger，who had lost heavily over Halkvy's last operas. 

Iaking advantage of my helpless situation，of which he was 
well aware，he rushed into our rooms one Imorming，beaming 
all over with amusing good-humour，called for pen and ink， 
and began to work out a calculation of the enormous fees 
which he had arranged for mel He put down: “Za ayortta， 
complete arrangement for pianoforte， arrangement without 
words，for solo;j ditto，for duet;j complete arrangement for 
quartette;j the same for two violins;j ditto for & Comnet 
6 jstoz。 Total fee，frcse, 1100.， Immediate advance in cash， 
frcs. 500.” 工 could see at a glance what an enormous amount 
of trouble this work would involve，but 工 didq not hesitate & 
moment to Undertake it 

Curiously enough，when 工 brought home these five hundred 
francs in hard shining frve-frane pieces，and piled thbem up on 
the table for our edification，my sister Cecilia Avenarius 
happened to drop in to see us。 The sight of this abundance of 
Wealth seemed to produce 8 good effect on her，88 she had 
hitherto been rather chary of coming to see us;i and after 
that we used to see rather more of her，and were often invited 
to dine with them on Sundays。 But Ino longer cared for any 
amusementes。 工 w88 80 deeply impressed by my past experi- 


SIORY EOR IHE “GAZETTE MUSICALE ” 233 


ences thbat I made up my mindq to work through this humiliat- 
ing，albeit profitable task，with untiring energy，8s though 放 
were 8 penance imposed on me for the expiation of my bygone 
sing8。 To sahve fuel，we limited ourselves to the use of the bed- 
room，making it serve 88 8 drawing-room，dining-room，and 
study，8a8 well as dormitory。 It was only a step from my bed 
to my work-table;j to be seated at the dining-table，all 工 bad 
to do wa8s to turn my chair round,， and I left my seat altogether 
only late at night when I wanted to go to bed again。 卫 very 
fourth day 工 allowed myself a short constitutional._ This 
penitential process lasted almost all thbrough the winter，and 
80Wed the seeds of those gastric disorders which were to be 
Imore OoT less of a trouble to me for the rest of my jlife. 

Jn return for the minute and almost interminable work of 
correcting the score of Donizetti's opera， 工 managed to get 
thbree hundred francs from Sochlesinger，8a8s he could not get 
any one else to do it Besides this，I had to find the time to 
copy out the orchestra parts of my overture to Eaust， which 工 
was stiljl boping to hear at the Conservatoire; and by the way of 
counteracting the depression produced by this humiliating 
occupation， 工 wrote 8 short story， 鳌 ie 已 1gerjfahpzt 2 太 eet- 
Aove (A Pilgrimage to Beethoven)，which appeared in the 
Gazetlte Mustcale，under the title Vne tste 0 Bee 雪 oven。 
Schlesinger told me candidqly that this jlittle work had created 
qduite 8a sensation，8and had been received with very marked 
approval; 8nd，indeed，it was actually reproduced，either 
complete or in parts, in a good many fireside journals. 

He persuaded me to write some Imore of the same kind; and 
in & sequel entitled Das Bide eties Mustpers 训 Parts (Un 
Mustctem Elrazger 0 Pars) 工 avenged mysejf for al the mis- 
fortunes 工 bad had to endure. Sochjesinger was not qulte so 
pleased with this as with my first effort，but lt recelved touching 
signs of approval from his poor 8assistant; while 也 einrich 
Heine praised it by saying that“Hoffmann would have been 
incapable of writing such 8 thing.” 了 ven Berlioz was touched 
by it，and spoke of the story very favourably in one of his 
8articles in the Jowrmal des 1D6bats。， He also gave me sipgns of 
his sympathy，though only during &a conversation，after the 
appearance of another of my iusical articles entitled Zeber 
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dze Overture (Concerning Overtures)，mainly because TI bad 
ilustrated my principle by pointing to Gluck's overture to 
7pj1zgqenta 3 41ts 8s 8 model for compositions of this clasa。 

了 上 ncouraged by these 8Bigns of sympathy， 工 felt anxious to 
become more intimately acquainted with Berlioz。 工 bad been 
introduced to him some time previously at Schlesinger's o 侍 ce， 
Where we used to meet occasionally。 工 had presented him 
with a copy of my To Creyxadtzers，but could，however，pnever 
learn any more from him concerning what he really thought of 
it than the faet tbhat as he coud only strum a littlje on the 
guitar，he was Unable to play the musie of my composition to 
himself on the piano， During the previous winter 工 had often 
beard his grand instrumental pieces played under his own 
direction，and had been most favourably impressed by them. 
During that winter (1839-40) he condueted three performances 
of his new symphony， 民 omeo azL JU1et at one of which 工 was 
present。 

All this, to be sure，was quite a new world to me, and 工 was 
desirous of gaining some unprejudiced knowledge of 让 At 
first the grandeur and masterly execution of the orchestral part 
almost overwhelmed me It was beyond anything I could 
have conceived.， The fantastice daring，the sharp precision 
with which the boldest combinations 一 almost tangible in their 
clearness 一 impressed Ime，drove back my own ideas of the 
poetry of musie with brutal violence into the very depths of 
my soul. 工 was 8imply all ears for things of which tl then 
工 bad never dreamt，and which 工 felt 工 must try to realise. 
True, I found a _ great deal that was empty and shallow in his 
玉 omeo az JuUlet 8 work that lost much by jlts length and 
form of combination; and this was the more painful to me 
seeing that，on the other hand，I 工 felt overpowered by many 
really bewitehing passages which quite overcame any objections 
on In7 part. 

During the same winter Berlioz produced his ofonze 
Fatosfiqe and his 瓦 oaorald (Harold en Italie )。 工 Was 
8ls0 Imuch impressed by these works;j the musical genre- 
pictures woven into the first-named symphony were particu- 
larly pleasing，while 玖 aralC delighted me ip almost every 
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It was，hbowever，the latest work of this wonderful master， 
his TYyrater-Symapojpozae Jr Ge Opfer der JU-Revoitom 
(Gyrazde Soymphozte FuUbb7e ef 7T7zomDj1ale)，most skilfuly 
composed for massed mijlitary bands during the summer of 
1840 for the anniversary of the obsequies of the July heroes， 
and _ conducted by him under the column of the Place de la 
Bastille，which had at last thoroughly convinced me of the 
greatness 8nd enterprise of this incomparable artist But 
while admiring this genius，absolutely unique in his methods， 
I_ ecould never quite shake o 在 & certalin peculiar feeling of 
&a&nxiety. 本 is works left me with a sensation 88 of something 
strange，something with whiech 工 felt 工 should never be able 
to be familiar, and 工 was often puzzled at the strange fact that， 
though ravished by his compositions， 工 wag at the same time 
repelled and even wearied by them. Lt was only much later 
that 工 succeeded in clearly grasping and solving this problem， 
Which for years exercised such 8 painful spell over me. 

It is a fact that at that time I felt almost like a httle school- 
boy by the side of Berlioz。 Consequently 工 was realy embar- 
rassed When 8Schlesinger，determined to make good use of the 
success of my short story，told me he was anxious to produce 
some of my orchestral compositions at 8 concert arranged by 
the editor of the Gazette MYvwstcale。 工 realised that none of my 
available works woud in any way be suitable for such an 
occasion。 工 was not quite confident as to my atst Overture 
because of ite zephyr-like ending，which I presumed could only 
be appreciated by an audience already familiar with my 
methods.。 When，moreover， 工 learned thbat 工 should bave only 
8 8econd-rate orchestra 一 the Valentino from the Casino，Rue 
St，、Honor6 一 and，moreover，that there could be only one 
rehearsal， my only alternative lay between declining altogether， 
or making another trial with my ColummptWs Overture，the work 
composed in my early days at Magdeburg. 工 adopted thbe latter 
coUTse。 

When 工 went to feteh the score of this composition from 
也 abeneck，who had it stored among the archives of the Con- 
servatoire，he warned me somewhat dryly，though not without 
kindness,， of the danger of presenting thie work to the Parisian 
publie，as，to use hig own words，it was too “vague. One 
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great objection was the di 伍 oulty of fndqing capable musicians 
for the six cornets requlired，as the musie for this instrument， 
80 8kilfully played in Germany，could hardly,， 过 ever，be satis- 
factorily executed in Paris。 了 err Sechlitz，the corrector of my 
“Suites ”for Comel 0 ptsfon，offered his assistance。 工 was 
compelled to reduce my six cornets to four，and he told me that 
only two of these could be relied on. 

As a matter of fact，the attempte made at the rehearsal to 
produce those very passages on which the effect of my work 
chiefy depended were very discouraging. Not once were tho 
s0ft high notes played but they were fat or altogether wrong. 
JIn addition to this,， as 工 was not going to be allowed to conduct 
the work myself, 工 bad to rely upon 8 conductor who，8as 工 was 
well aware，had fujly convinced himself thbhat my composition 
Was the most utter rubbish 一 an opinion that seemed to be 
shared by the whole orchestra.。 Berlioz，who was present at 
the rehearsal，remained silent thbroughout. He gave me Do 
encouragement，though he did not dissuade me。 了 e merely 
88id afterwards，with a weary Smile “that it wa8 very di 值 cult 
to get on in Paris.? 

On the night of the performance (4th February 1841) the 
audience，which was largely composed of subseribers to the 
Cazette Mstcale, and to whom, therefore, my literary sUccesses 
Were not unknown，seemed rather favourably disposed towards 
me。 工 was told later on that my overture，bowever wearisome 
it had been，would certainly have been applauded 计 those 
unfortunate cornet Players，by continually failing to produce 
the effective passages，had not excited the publie almost to 
tbhe point of hostility; for Parisians，for the most part，care 
only for the skilful parts of performances，8as, for instance，for 
the faultless produetion of di 伍 cult tones。 工 was clearly con- 
scious of my complete failure。 After this misfortune 了 Paris 
no longer existed for me，and all 工 bad to do was to go back 
to my miserable bedroom and resume my work of arranging 
JDonizetti's operas. 

So _ great was my renunciation of the world that，like a 
penitent， 工 no longer shaved，and to my wife's annoyance，for 
the first and only time in my life allowed my beard to grow 
quite long. 工 tried to bear everything patiently，and the only 
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thing thbat threatened really to drive me to despair Was 8& 
pianist in the room adjoining ours who during the livelong day 
practised Liszt'8 fantasy on Znicia 不 Zamaeri0or。 工 had 
to put a stop to thijs torture， 8so, to give him an ldea of what be 
made us endure，one day 工 moved our own piano，which was 
terribly out of tune，close up to the party wall Then Brix 
with his piccolo-fute played the piano-and-violin (or fute) 
arTangement of the 轴 avortta Overture 工 had just completed， 
while I 工 accompanied him on the piano。 The effect on our 
neighbour，& young piano-teacher，must have been appalling. 
Ihe concierge told me the next day that the poor fellow was 
jeaving,，and，after al 工 felt rather sorry， 

Tbhe wife of our concierge had entered into a sort of arrange- 
ment with us。 At first we had occasionally availed ourselves 
of her services，especially in the kitehen，8also for brushing 
clothes，cleaning boots，and so on; but even the 8light outlay 
that this involved was eventually too heavy for us，and after 
having dispensed with her services，Minna had to suffer the 
humiliation of doing tbhe whole work of the household， even the 
most menial part of it，herself， As we did not like to mention 
this to Brix，Minna was obliged, not only to do all the cooking 
and washing up，but even to clean our lodger's boots as well. 
What we felt most however，w8as the thought of what the 
conclerge and his wife would think of us; but we were mlstaken， 
{for they only respected us the more, though of course we could 
not avolid a little familiarity at times。 Now 8nd then there- 
fore，the man would have a chat with me on politics， When 
the Quadruple Alliance against rance bad been concluded， 
and the situation under Thiers” ministry was regarded as very 
critical，my concierge tried to reassure me one day by saying : 
“Monsteu7r) 2 0 gtUatre 7 几 .007265 670 五 70DE GUY SCDNDE11ezt : 1e 70z 
Zou jazlaDpDpe，7emapereWr CUCe，1 eperetWr Ge 忆 S8ste， 
le 70? de Prussey 61 Die1 ces guddre so Ge8 C 。。。》 6 1013 
和 CU7078 D03 10 9IUE7TE. 

Of an evening 工 very seldom laceked entertainment; but the 
few faithful friends who came to see me had to put up with my 
going on 8scribbling musie till late ip the night。 Once they 
prepared a touching surprise for me in the form of a little 
party which they arranged for New Yeare Eve (1840)。 Lehrs 
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arrived at dusk，rang the bell, and brought a leg of veal ; 了 ietz 
brought some rum, Sugar, and a lemon ; Pecht supplied a goose ; 
and Anders two bottles of the chbampagne with which he had 
been presented by a mnusical instrumentmaker in return for 8 
fattering article he had written about his pianos。 Bottles 
from that stock were produced only on very great occasions. 
工 soon threw he confounded Favomta aside，thbherefore，and 
entered enthusiastically into the fun. 

We al had to assist in the preparations，to light the fire in 
the saljon，give a hand to my wife in the kitehen，and get what 
wa8s8 Wanted from the grocer。 Ihe supper developed into a 
dithyrambice orgy。 When the champagne was drunk，and the 
punch began to produce its effects， 工 delivered a fiery speech 
which so provoked the hilarity of the company that it seemed 
88 though it would never end， 工 became so excited that 工 first 
mounted a chair，and then，by way of heightening thbhe effect， 
at last stood on the table, thence to preach the maddest gospel 
of the contempt of life together with a eulogy on the South 
American Eree States。 My charmed listeners eventually broke 
into such fits of sobs and laughter，and were 80o overcome， that 
we had to give them all shelter for the night 一 thelir condition 
making it impossible for them to reach their own homes in 
safety。 On New Years Day (1841) 工 was again busy with my 
8avortta。 

I 工 remember another similar though far less boisterous feaat， 
on the occasion of a visit paid us by the famous violinist Vieux- 
temps，an old schoolfellow of Kietz's。 We had the great 
pleasure of hearing the young virtuoso，who was then greatly 
feted in Paris，play to us charmingly for a whole evening 一 8 
performance which lent my jittle salon an Unusual touch of 
fashion.” Kietz rewarded him for his kindness by carrying 
him on his shoulders to his hotel close by. 

We were hard hit in the early part of this year by a mistake 
I made owing to my ignorance of Paris customs。 It seemed 
to us quite a matter of course that we shouljd wait until tbe 
proper quarter-day to give notice to ouz ljandljady. So 工 called 
on the proprietress of the house，a rich young widow living in 
one of her own houses in the Marias quarter. She recelived me， 
but seemed much embarrassed，and salid she would speak to 
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her agent about . the matter，and eventually referred me to 
him. Ihe next day 工 was informed by jletter that my notice 
would have been valid had it been given two days earlier. 
By thblis omilssion 工 bad rendered myself liable，according to the 
agreement，for another year's rent. Horrified by this news， 
工 went to see the agent himself，and after having been kept 
waiting for a long time 一 88 & matter of fact they would not let 
me in at all 一 工 found an elderly gentleman, apparently crippled 
by some very painful malady，lying motionless before me， 工 
frankly told bim my position，and begged him most earnestly 
to release me from my agreement，but 工 was merely told that 
the fault was mine，and not his, that 工 had given notice a day 
too late，and consequently that 工 must find the rent for the 
next year.。 My concierge，to whbom，with some emotion， 工 
related the astory of this occurrence，tried to soothe me by 
8S8ying:“. axyrats JU 0018 Ge CelC，CO7 00460，712071081EUI ，CeEt 
记 0721126 7E VQLt D0S 7 ea GD02 

TIhis entirely unforeseen misfortune destroyed our last hopes 
of getting out of ouT disastrous position。 We consoled our- 
selves for awhile with the hope of fnding another lodger，but 
the fates were once more against us. 了 aster came，the newW 
term_ began，8nd our prospecte were 388 hopeless as ever。 At 
last our concierge recommended us to a family who were willing 
to take the whole of our apartment furniture included，o 他 our 
hands for a few months. We gladly accepted this offer ; for， 
at any Tate， it ensured the payment of the rent for the ensuing 
quarter.， We tbought if only we could get away from tb1s 
unfortunate place we should fnd some way of getting Tid of 
it 8ltogether. We therefore decided to fnd aa cheap summer 
residence for ourselves in the outskirts of Paris. 

Meudon had been mentioned to us as an inexpensive SUmmmer 
resort，8and we selected an apartment in thbe avenue Which 
joins Meudon to the nelighbouring village of Bellevue， We 
left full authority with our concierge 8s to our rooms in Rue du 
Helder，and settled down in our new temporary abode as we]l 
8a8 We could. Old Brix，the good-natured futist，had to stay 
with us again，for，owing to the fact that hie usual. receipts 
had been delayed，he would have been in great straite had 
we refused to give him shelter.， The removal of ourzr scanty 


240 MY IEEZE 


possession8s took place on the 29th of April， and was，after al， 
no more han 8a fight from the impossible into the unknown, for 
how we were going to live during the following summer we had 
not tbe faintest idea。 Sechjesinger had no work for me，and no 
other sources were available. 

Ibhe only heljp we could hope for seemed to lie in journalistic 
work which，tbhough rather Unremunerative，had indeed given 
me the opportunity of making a jlittje success。 During the 
prevlous Winter 工 bad written 8 long article on Weber'8 
EY7etschuitz for the Cazette Mtustzcale。 This was intended to 
prepare the way for the forthecoming first performance of tbhis 
oper8a after recitatives from the pen of Berlioz had been added 
to it。 工 he latter was apparently far from Pleased at my article.。 
In the article 工 could not help referring to Berlioz's absurd 
idea of polishing up this old-fashioned musical work by adding 
ingredients that spoiled ite original characteristics，merely in 
order to give it an appearance suited to the luxurious repertoire 
of Opera 瑟 ouse。 工 he fact that the result fully justifted my 
forecasts did not in the least tend to diminish the ill-feeling 工 
had roused among al those concerned in the production; but 
工 had the satisfaction of hearing that the famous Gleorge Sand 
had noticed my article， She commenced the introduction to 
& legendary story of French provineial life by repudiating 
certain doubte as to the ability of the Erench people to under- 
stand the mystie，fabulous element whbich，as 工 bad shown， 
wa8 displayed in such a masterly manner in Z7etscjuitz，and 
she polinted to my 8article as clearly exzplaining the characteristics 
of that opera. 

Another journalistie opportunity arose out of my endeavours 
to secure the acceptance of my 尺 xenzt by the Court Theatre 
at Dresden。 再 err Winkler，the secretary of that theatre， 
whbom 工 have 8lready mentioned，regularly reported progress ; 
but as ediltor of the 4perczettzg，a paper then rather on the 
wane，he seized the opportunity presented by our negotiations 
in order to ask me to send him frequent and gratuitous con- 
tributions。 The consequence was，that whenever 工 wanted 
to know anything concerning the fate of my opera， 工 bad to 
oblige him by enclosing an article for his paper。 Now，8a8 
these negotiations with the Court Ibheatre lasted a very long 
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time，and involved a large number of contributions from me， 
TI _ often got into the most extraordinary fxes simply owing to 
the fact that 工 was now once more 8 prisoner in Imy room，and 
had been so for some tme, and therefore knew nothing of what 
Was going on in 了 aris. 

工 had serious reasongs for thus withdrawing from the artistie 
and social life of Paris.。 My own painful experiences and my 
disgust at al the mockery of that kind of life，once so attractive 
to me and yet so alien to my education，had quickly driven me 
away from everything connected with it It ia true that the 
production of the 玖 gueym0t,， for instance，which 工 tben heard 
for the first time，dazzled me very much indeed. Its beautifUl 
orchestral execution，and the extremely careful and effective 
Mt86 6 8C21C，gave me 8 grand idea of he great possibilities 
of such perfect and definite artistie means。 But，strange to 
8ay， 工 neveT felt inpelined to hear thbe same opera again。 工 
800n became tired of the extravagant execution of the vocajlists， 
and II often amused my friends exceedingly by imitating the 
latest 了 Parisian methods and the vugar exaggerations with 
Which the performances teemed. 工 hose composers，raoreover， 
who aimed at achieving success by adopting the style which 
was then in vogue, could not help,， either, ineurring my sarcaastic 
criticism。 The last shred of esteem which 工 still tried to 
retain for the“frst lyrical theatre in the world ， was at last 
rudely destroyed wbhen 工 saw how such an empty，altogether 
Un-French work as8 Donizetti's Favomt 如 could secure so long 
and important a run at thlis tbeatre. 

During the whole time of my stay in Paris 工 do not think 
I 工 went to the opera Inore than four times.， The cold produe- 
tions at the Optra Comique，and the degenerate quajity of the 
music produced there, had repeled me from the start; and the 
same lack of enthusiasm displayed by the singers also drove 
me from Italian opera。 工 he names，often very famous ones， 
of these artiste who sang the 8ame four operas for years could 
not compensate Ime for the complete absence of sentiment 
which characterised their performance，8so unlike that of 
Schr5qer-Devrient，which 工 so thoroughly enjoyed. 工 elearly 
sa8W that everything was on the down grade, and yet Icherished 
no hope or desire to see thbis state of decline superseded by a 
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period of newer and fresher life， 工 preferred the sma]ll theatres， 
where Erench talent was shown in its true light; and yet 88 
the result of my own longings， 工 was too intent upon fnding 
points of relationship in them which would excite my sym- 
pathy，for it to be possiblje for me to realise those peculiar 
excellences in thbem which did not happen to interest me at al]). 
Beslides,， from the very beginning my own troubles haq proved 
s0 _ trying，8and the consciousness of the failure of my Paris 
schemes had become so eruelly apparent，that，either out of 
indi 他 erence or annoyance， 工 declined all invitations to the 
theatres。 Again and again, much to Minna's regret，I returned 
tickets for performances in which 尺 achel was to appear at the 
工 bkatre rancais，and，in fact，saw that famous theatre only 
once，Wwhen，8ome time later， 工 had to go there on business for 
Imy Dresden patron，whbo wanted some more articles. 

工 adopted the most shameful means for flling the colummns 
of the 4bendzetfurg， 工 just strung together whatever 工 
bappened to hear in the evening from Anders and Lehrs。 But 
88 they had no very exciting adventures either，they simply 
told me all they had picked up from papers and table-talk，and 
thbhis 工 tried to render with as much piquancy as8 possible in 
accordance with the journalistice style created by Heine，which 
w8s all the rage at the time。 My one fear was lest old 互 ofrath 
Winkler shouldq some day discover the secret of my wide know- 
ledge of Parig。 Among other blings whlich I sent to his declin- 
ing paper was 8 long account of the production of FretscHptuitz. 
He was particularly interested in it，as be was the guardian of 
Weber's children ; and when in one of bis jetters he assured me 
that he would not rest until he had got the definite assurance 
that 愉 exizz had been accepted， 工 sent bim，with my most 
profuse thanks，the German manuscript of my“ 了 Beethoven 
story for higs paper， The 1841 edition of this gazette，then 
published by Arnold，but now no longer in existence，contaling 
the only print of thbis manuscript. 

My occasional journalistie work was increased by a request 
from Lewald, the editor of 五 wropa,， a literary monthljy，asking 
me to write something for him。 This man was the first who， 
from time to time，had mentioned my name to the public， As 
he used to publish mnusical supplements to his elegant and 
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rather widely read magazine， 工 sent him two of my composi- 
tions from 及 onigsberg for publication。 One of these was the 
muslic 工 had set to 8 melancholy poem by Scheuerlin，entitled 
Dey 开 1GDe 0 der Tazi1e000t7 (aa Work of which even to-day 
Iam still proud)，and my beautiful Coryrevals Zed out of 
ZeDpesverpbot。 

When I 工 wanted to publish my little 下 rench compositions 一 
Doxrs，702 efant，and the musie to Hugo's 4ttente and 
了 Ronsard's Mtozozi7ie 一 Lewald not only sent me 8a small fee 
一 the first 工 had ever received for a composition 一 but com- 
missioned some long articles on my Paris impressions，which 
he begged me to write 8s entertainingly 88 possibje。 or his 
paper 工 wrote Pomtser 47mntzseaie1its and Parmser Fato1ataten， 
in which 工 gave vent in 8& humorous style, 3 la 了 eine， to al 
my disappointing exzperiences in 下 aris，and to al my contempt 
for the life led by its inhabitants。 JIn the second 工 deseribed 
the existence of a_ certain Hermnann 了 Pfau，a strange good-for- 
nothing with whom，during my early Leipzig days， 工 had 
become more intimately acquainted than Was desirable. 工 his 
Iman bad been wandering about Paris like a vagrant eyer 8ince 
the beginning of the previous winter，and the meagre income 
工 derived from arrangements of Za 8aoomt 如 Was often partly 
consumed in heljping this completely broken-down fellow. 8$o 
it wa8 Only fair that 工 should get back a few francs of the 
money spent on him in 了 Paris by torning his adventures to 
80me account im Lewalds newspapers. 

When I came into contact with L6on Pillet， the manager of 
tbhe Opera, my literary work took yet another direction。 After 
numerous inquiries 工 eventually discovered that he had taken 
8 fancy to my draft of the 态 12eqexider 五 onder。 He informed 
me of this，and asked me to sell him the plot，as he was under 
contract to Supply various composers with subjects for oper- 
ettasl 工 tried to explain to Pillet, both verbally and in writing， 
that he could hardly expect that the plot woulq be properly 
treated except by myself，as this draft was in fact my own 
idea，and that it had only come to his knowledge by my having 
submitted it to him。 But it was all to no purpose。 五 e was 
objliged to admit quite frankly that the expectationgs 工 had 
cherished as to the result of Meyerbeer's recommendqdation to 
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him would not come to anything. He said there was no 
likelihood of my getting 8 commission for a composition，even 
of a light opera, for the next seven years, 88 his already existing 
contracts extended over that period.。 He asked me to be 
sensible，and to sell him the draft for a small amount so that 
he might have the musice written by an author to be selected 
by him; and he added that 计 工 still wished to try my luek at 
the Opera 了 ouse， 工 had better see the“ballet-master”as he 
might want some Imusic for 8& certain dance。 Seeing that 工 
contemptuously refused this proposal]，he left me to my own 
devices. 

After endless and unsuccessful attempts at getting the 
matter settled， 工 at last begged 了 douard Monnaie，the Com- 
missaire for the Royal Iheatres，who was not only a friend 
of mine，but also editor of the Gazette Mtustcale，to aect as 
mediator。 也 e candidly confessed that he could not understand 
Pillete liking for my plot，whieh he also was aoquainted 
withb; but as Pillet seemed to like it 一 though he would prob- 
ably lose it 一 be advised me to 8&ccept anything for it，as 
Monsieur Paul aucher，&a brother-in-law of Victor Hugo's， 
had had an offer to work out the scheme for a similar libretto. 
This gentleman had，moreover，declared that there was nothing 
new 各 my plot，as the story of the 了 Fatsseau FantOme Was8 Wel 
known in 下 rance。 工 now Saw bow 工 stood, and，in 8 convers8- 
机 on with Pillet，at whiceh M. 上 aucher was present， 工 said 工 
would come to an 8rrangement， My plot was ,generously 
estimated by Pillet at fve bundred francs，and 工 received that 
amount from the cash o 值 ce at the theatre，to be subsequently 
deducted from the author's rights of the future poet. 

Our summer residence im the Avenue de Meudon now 
assumed quite 8 defnite character. These fve hundred francs 
had to help me to work out the words and music of my 
lieqerder 万 order for Germnany，while 工 abandoned the 
Erench 了 Taxzsseaw FantOme to its fate. 

The state of my affairs，which was getting ever Worse and 
Worse，WwW8Ss slightly improved by the settlement of thig matter. 
May and June had gone by，and during these months our 
troubles had grown steadily more serious。 工 hbe jovely season 
of the year，the stimulating country air，and the sensation of 
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freedom following upon my deliverance from the wretehedly 
paidq musical hack-work 工 had had to do all the winter， 
wTought their beneficial effects on me，and 工 was inspired to 
write 8 small story entitled 万 9jzicjlacher 4pDend。 This was 
translated andq published in rench in the Gazette Mustcale. 
Soon，however，our lack of funds began to make itself felt 
with a severity that was very discouraging. We felt this al 
the more keenly when my sister Cecilia and her husband， 
following our example，moved to 8 place quite close to us。 
Though not wealthy，they were fairly well-to-do。 They came 
to see U8 eyery day，but we never thought 让 desirable to 
let them know how terribly hard-up we were. One day 让 
came to 8a climax.， Being absolutely without money，I started 
out，early one morning, to walk to Paris 一 for 工 hbad not even 
enough to pay the railway fare thither 一 and 工 resolved to 
wander about the whole day，trudging from street to street， 
even until late in the afternoon，in the hope of raising & frve- 
frane piece; but my errand proved absolutely vain，and 工 had 
to walk all the way back to Meudon again,， utterljy penniless. 
When II told Minna，who came to meet me，of my failure， 
she informed me in despair that Hermann 了 Pfau，whom 工 have 
mentioned before，had also come to us in the most pitifu] 
plight, and actually in want of food, and that she had had to give 
him the last of the bread delivered by thbe baker that morning. 
Thbe only hope thbat now remained was that，at any rate，my 
lodger Brix，who by a singular fate wa8s now ouUr companion 
in misfortune，would return with some success from the expedi- 
tion to 上 arig which he also had made that moring。 At last 
he，too，returned bathed in perspiration and exzhausted，driven 
home by the craving for 8 meal，which he had been unable to 
procure in the town，8a8 he could not fnd any of the acquaint- 
ances he went to see. 卫 e begged most piteously for a piece 
of bread。 IThis climax to the situation at ]ast inspired my wife 
With heroic resolution ; for shbe felt it her duty to exert herself 
to appease at least the hunger of her menfolk。 or the first time 
during her stay on Erench soil，she persuaded the baker，the 
buteher，and wine-merchant，by plausible arguments, to supply 
her with the necessaries of life without immediate cash pay- 
ment，and Minna's eyes beamed when，an hour later，she waas 
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able to put before us an excellent meal，during which，as jt 
happened，we were surprised by the Avenarius family，who 
were evidently relleved at fnding us so well provided for. 

This extreme distress was relieved for a time, at the beginning 
of July, by the sale of my 了 atzsseaw ant0Ome， which meant my 
fnal renunciation of Imy success in Paris。 As long as the 
fve hundred francs lasted， 工 bad an interval of respite for 
carrying on my Work.， Ihe frst object on which 工 spent my 
money W8s on the hire of a Piano, a thing of which 工 had been 
entirely deprived for months. My chief intention in so doing 
Was to revlive my faith in myself as 8 musiclan，a8，eveT Since 
the autumn of the previous year, 工 had exercised my talents as 
8 journalist and adapter of operas onljy.。 TIhe jibretto of the 
Zaeqerder 玖 orader， which 工 hbad hurriedly written during the 
recent period of distress，aroused considerable interest in Lehrs ; 
he aetually declared 工 _ would never write anything better， 
and that the 丸 1reqerder 五 order would be my Doz yuvazy 
the only thing now was to fnd the mnusic for it。 As towards 
the end of the prevlous winter II still entertained the hopes of 
being permitted to treat this subject for the rench Opera， 
工 had already finished some of the words and music of the lyriec 
parts,， and.had had the libretto translated by 了 imile Desehamps， 
intending it for a trial performance，which，alas，never took 
place。 These parts were the ballad of Senta，the song of the 
Norwegian sailors，and the“Spectre Song ”of the crew of the 
81ieqerder 瓦 order。 Since that time 工 had been so vlolently 
torn away from the music that，when the piano arrived at my 
rustie retreat， 工 did not dare to touch lt for a whole day， 工 
Was terribly afraid lest 工 should diseover that my insplration 
had left me 一 when suddenly 工 was selzed with the idea that 工 
had forgotten to write out the song of the helmsman in the 
frst act，although，as & matter of fact， 工 could not remember 
having composed it at all as 工 had in reality onljy just written 
the jlyrics。 工 succeeded，and was pleased with thbhe result. 
The same thing occurred with the “Spinner's Song,” and when 
工 bad written out these two pieces，8nd，on furthbher refection， 
could not help admitting that they had really only taken shape 
in my mind at that moment，I was quite delirious with joy 
at the discovery.。 JIn seven weeks the whole of the mnusic 
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of the 8laeqgender 五 o11irder，except the orchestration，was 
fnished. 

Thereupon followed a general revival in our circle; my 
exuberant good spirits astonished every one，and my Avenarius 
relations in partieular thought 工 must realy be prospering，as 
工 wa8 Such good company。 工 resumed my long walks in the 
woods of Meudon，frequently even consenting to heljp Minna 
gather mushrooms，which，unfortunately，were for her the chief 
charm of our woodland retreat though it flled our landlord 
with terror when he sgaw us returning with our spoils，as he felt 
suTre We should be poisoned if we ate them. 

My destiny，which almost invariabljy led me into strange 
adventures，here once more introduced me to the most eccentric 
character to be found not only in the neighbourhood of Meudon， 
but even in Paris。 This was M. Jadin，who，though he was 
old enough to be able to say that he rememhbered seeing Madame 
de Pompadour at Versailles，was still vigorous beyond belief. 
It appeared to be his aim to keep the world in a constant state 
of conjecture as to his real age ji he made everything for himself 
with his own hands,，including even a quantity of wigs of every 
shade，ranging in the most comie variety from youthfu]l faxen 
to the most venerable white，with intermediate shades of grey ; 
these be wore alternately，8a8 the fancy Pleased him， 卫 e 
dabbled in everything，and 工 was pleased to find he had &a 
partieular fancy for painting. 工 he fact that all the walls of 
his rooms were hung with thbe most chlildish caricatures of animal 
life，and that he had even embelligshed the outside of his blinds 
with the most ridieculous paintings，did not disconcert me in 
the least; on the contrary，it confirmed my belief that be did 
not dabble in musice，until to my horror, 工 discovered that the 
strangely disocordant sounds of a harp which kept reaching my 
e8ars from so0me Unknown region were actually proceeding from 
his basement，where he bad two harpsichordqs of bis own inven- 
tion。 He informed me that he had unfortunately neglected 
playing them for a long time，but that he now meant to begin 
practising again 8ssiduously lin order to give me pleasure。 工 
succeeded in dissuading him from this, by assuring him that the 
doctor bad forbidden me to listen to the harp, as it was bad for 
my nerves。 了 is fgure as 工 saw him for the last time remains 
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impressed on my memory，]like an apparition from the world 
of 了 Hoffmann's fairy-tales。 JIna the late autumn，when we Wero 
going back to Paris, he asked us to take with us on our furniture 
van an enormous stove-pipe，of which he promlised to relieve us 
shortly.。 One very eold day Jadin actually presented himself 
at our new abode in Paris，in a most preposterous costume 
of his own manufacture，consisting of very thin light-yellow 
trousers，& VeTy short pajle-green dress-coat with conspicuously 
long tails，projecting lace shirt frills and euffs，a very fair wig， 
and 8& hat so smal that it was constantly dropping o 企 ; he 
wore in addition a quantity of imitation ]ewellery 一 and all this 
on the undisguised assumption that he could not go about in 
fashionable Parig dressed as Simply as in the country。 了 e 
had come for the stove-pipe;j we asked him where the men to 
carry it were;j in reply he simply smijled，and expressed his 
8urprlse at our helplessness;j and thereupon took the enormous 
stove-pipe under hisg arm and absolutely refused to accept our 
help when we offered to assist him in carTrying it down the 
stairs， though this operation， notwithstanqing his vaunted 
skill，occupied him quite half an hour， 卫 very one in the house 
asSembled to witness thisg removal，but he was by no means 
disconcerted，and managed to get the pipe thbrough the street 
door，and then tripped gracefully along the pavement with it， 
and disappeared from our slght. 
For this short hbough eventful period，during which 工 was 
quite free to give fl scope to my inmost thboughts, indujged 
in the consolation of purely artistic creationsg。 工 can only 887y 
that，when it came to an end， 工 had made such progress thbat 工 
could look forward with cheerful composure to the much longer 
period of trouble and distress 工 felt was in store for me。 工 his， 
in fact，duly set in, for 工 bad only just completed the jlast scene 
when 工 found that my fve hundred francs were coming to an 
end，and what wa8s left was not suffcient to secure me thbe 
necessary peace and freedom from worry for composing the 
overture; 工 had to postpone thia until my luck should take 
anothber favourable turn and meanwhile 工 was forced to engage 
in the struggle for &a bare subsistence, making efforts of all kinds 
that left me nelither leisure nor peace of mind。 The concierge 
from the Rue du 也 elder brought us the news that the mysterious 
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family to wbhom we had jet our roomgs had left, and that we were 
now once more responsible for the rent。 工 had to tel him that 
工 would not under any circumstances trouble about the roomg 
any more，and that the landlord mlght recoup himself by the 
s8le of the furniture we had left there。 This was done at & 
very heavy loss，and the furmmiture，the greater part of which 
was still unpaid for，was sacrifced to pay the rent of a dwelling 
whbich we no longer occupied. 

Under the stress of the most terrible privations 工 still en- 
deavoured to secure 8su 值 cient leisure for working out thbe or- 
chestration of the score of the 81reqerider 瓦 ornder。 The rough 
autumn weather set in at an exceptionally early date; people 
were 8]] leaving their country houses for Paris, and, among them， 
the Avenarius family. We, however，could not dream of doing 
80, for we could not even raise the funds for the journey。 When 
人 ML. Jadin expressed his surprise at this， 工 pretended to be 8o 
pressed with work that I could not interrupt it，8although Ifelt 
the cold that penetrated through the thin walls of the house 
Very severe]ly. 

So 工 waited for help from Ernst Castel one of my old 及 inigs- 
berg friends，a well-to-do young merchant，who a short time be- 
fore had called on us in Meudon and treated us to & luxurious 
repast in Paris，promising at tbe s8me time to relieve our neces- 
sitle8 8s 800n 88 possibje by an advance，whlich we knew w8s 8 
easy Iatter to bim. 

By way of cheering us Up，Kietz came over to Us one day， 
with a large portfolio and a pillow under bis arm; be intended 
to amuse US by working at 8 large caricature Tepresenting 
myself and my unfortunate adventures in 了 Paris，and the pillow 
was to enablje him，after his labours，to get some rest on OUT 
hard couch，which he had noticed had no pillows at the head. 
了 nowing that we had a di 值 culty in procuring fuel， he brought 
with bim some bottles of rum, to “warm ”us with punch during 
the cold evenings; under these cirecumstances 工 read Hoffmann's 
Zalres to bim and my wife. 

At last 工 had news from 及 5nigsberg，but it only opened my 
eyes to the faet that the gay young dog had not meant his 
promise seriousljy。 We now looked forward almost with despair 
to the chily miste of approaching winter，but Kietz，declaring 
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that it was his place to fndq heljp，packed up his portfolio， 
placed it under his arm with the pillow，and went of to Parias. 
On the next day he returned with two bundred francs, that be 
bad managed to procure by means of generous self-sacrifice。 
We at once set of for Parig，and took a small apartment near 
Our friends，in the back part of No. 14 Rue Jacob。 工 after- 
wards heard that shortly after we left it was oceupied by 
Proudhon. 

We got back to town on 30th October. Our home was ex- 
ceedingly small and cold, and its chilliness in particular made 进 
very bad for our health. We furnished it scantily with the little 
we had saved from the wreck of the Rue du Heldqer, and awaited 
the results of my efforts towards getting my works accepted 
and produced in Germany。 Ihe first necessity was at al costs 
to secure peace and quietness for myself for the short time 
Which 工 should have to devote to the overture of the Zeqender 
瓦 olirdery 工 told 及 ietz that he would have to procure the 
money Decessary for my houschold expenses until this work 
Was finished and the full score of the opera sent o 企 ，。 With the 
aid of 8 pedantie uncle，who had lived in Paris a long time 
and who was also 8 painter，he succeeded in providing me with 
the necessary 88sistance，in instalments of five or ten francs 
at aa time。 During this period 工 often pointed with cheerful 
pride to my boots，which became mere travestiesg of footgear， 
88 the soles eventually disappeared altogether. 

As long as 工 was engaged on tbhe Putchprnaz，and 及 letz Was 
looking after me, this made no difference, for 工 nevezr went out : 
but when 工 had despateched my completed score to the manage- 
ment of the Berlin Court 工 Deatre at the beginning of December， 
the bitterness of the position could no longer be disguised。 巧 
WaS necessary for me to buckle to and look for heljp myself. 

What this meant in Paris 工 learned just about this time from 
the hapjless fate of the worthy Lehrs。 Driven by need such as 
工 myself had had to surmount 8 year before at about the same 
time，he had been compelled on a broiling hot day in the 
previous summer to scour the various quarters of the eity 
breathlessly，to get grace for billgs he had accepted，and which 
had fallen due。 He foolishly took an iced drink,， which he hoped 
Would refresh him in his distressing condition, but it immediately 
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made him lose his voice，and from that day he was the victim 
of & hoarseness which with terrife rapidity ripened the seeds 
of consumption，doubtless latent in him，and developed that 
incurable disease。 or months he had been growing weaker 
and weaker, flling us at last with the gloomiest anxiety: he 
alone believed the supposed chill would be eured, 让 he coujld 
heat his room better for a time， One day I sought him out in 
his ljodging，where I found him in the icy-cold room，huddled 
up at his writing-table，and complaining of the di 值 culty of his 
work for Didot，which was al the more distressing 8s his 
empjloyer was pressing him for advances he had made. 

且 e declared that if he had not had the consolation in those 
doleful hours of lmowing that 工 had，at any rate，got my 
Dutchrnam fnished，and that 8 prospect of success Was thus 
opened to the jlittle circle of friends，his misery would have 
been hard indeed to bear. Despite my own great trouble， 工 
begged him to share our fire and work in my room。 He smiled 
at my courage in trying to help others，especially as my quar- 
ters offered barejy space enough for myself and my wife 也 ow- 
eveT，0one evening he came to us and silently showed me a letter 
he had received from Vijillemain， the Minister of 卫 ducation at 
that time，in wbhich the latter expressed in the warmest termsg 
his great regret at having only just learned that so distinguished 
8 Scholar，whose able and extensive eollaboration in Didot's 
issue of the Greek classics had made him participator in a work 
that was the glory of the nation，should be in such bad health 
and straitened circumstances。 Unfortunateljy，the amount of 
publie money whlich he had at his disposal at hat moment for 
subsidising literature only allowed of his offering him the sum 
of five hundred francs，which he enclosed with apologies,，asking 
him to accept it as 8 recognition of his merlits on the part of 
tbhe Erench Government，and adding that it was his intention 
to give earnest consideration 88 to how he might materially 
improve his position。 

This flledq us with the utmost thankfulness on poor Lehrs” 
account，and we looked on the ineident almost as a miracle. 
We could not help assuming，however, that M. Villemain had 
been infuenced by Didot，who had been prompted by hisg own 
guilty conscience for his despicable exploitation of Lehrs，and 
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by the prospect of thus relieving himself of the responsibility 
of heljping him。 At the same time，from similar cases within 
our knowledge，which were fuly confrmed by my own subse- 
quent experience，wWe were driven to the conclusion that such 
prompt and conslderate sympathy on the part of 8 minister 
woud have been impossible in Germany。 Lehre would now 
have a fire to work by，but alasl our fears as to his declining 
health could not be allayed. When we left Paris in tbhe follow- 
ing spring，it was the certainty that we Should never see oUT 
dear friend again that made our parting so painful. 

ln my own great distress 工 was again exposed to the annoy- 
ance of having to write numerous Unpaid articles for the 
4berdzettu79, 88 Iny patron, 也 ofrath Winkler，was still unable 
to give me any satisfactory account of the fate of my 羽 yenizz 雇 
Dresden. In these circumstances 工 was obliged to consider 让 
8 good thing that 也 alivy'”s latest opera Was at last a success。 
ASchjesinger came to us radiant with joy at the success of Za 
eze de CD7e， and promised me eternal bliss for the piano 
score 3nd various other arrangements 工 had made of this 
Dewest Tage in the sphere of opera。 So 工 was again forced to 
pay the penajlty for composing my own 下 lzeqeyxdzer oUiradeyr by 
having to sit down and write out arrangemente of 也 alkvy'g 
oper8。 Yet this task no longer weighed on me 80 heavily. 
Apart from the wellfounded hope of being at last recalled 
from my exjle in 了 Paris，and thus being able，as 工 thboughb to 
regard this jast struggle with poverty 38 the decisive one，the 
arrangement of 也 al6vy's score was far and away 8 more inter- 
esting plece of hack-work than the shameful labour 工 had spent 
on Donlzetti 8 Favortta。 

工 paid another visit，the last for a long ftime to come, to the 
Grand Opera to hear this Retze de CHoypzre.。 There was，in- 
deed, much for me to smile at My eyes were no longer shut to 
the extreme Weakness of this class of work，and the caricature 
of it bat was often produced by the method of rendering 让 工 
Was8 8incerely rejoiced to see the better side of Halkvy again。 
工 had taken a great fancy to him from the time of his Za Jeve， 
and had a very high opinion of his masterly talent. 

At the request of Sohlesinger 工 also willingly consented to 
Write for his paper 8 long article on Halkvy's latest work。 In 


HALEVYS “REINE DRE CHYPRE， 958 


it 工 laid particulaz stress on my hope that the Erench school 
might not again allow the benefite obtained by studying the 
Glerman style to be lost by relapsing into the shallowest Italian 
methods。 On that occasion 工 ventured，by way of encouraging 
the French school, to point to the peeuliar signifieance of Auber， 
and particularly to his Strnzmne Vvom 忆 oxtacz， drawing attention) 
on the other hand, to the overloaded melodies of Rossini，which 
often resembled sol-fa exercises。 JIn readqing over the proof 
of my article 工 eaw that this passage about Rossini had been 
left out，and M. 了 douard Monnaie admitted to me that，in 
his capaeity as editor of a musical paper，he had felt himself 
bound to suppress 让 ”也 e considered that 寺 工 had any adverse 
critieism to pass on the composer， 工 could easily get it pub- 
lished in any other kind of paper，but not in one devoted to 
the interests of music，simply because such a passage could not 
be printed there without seeming absurd， It also annoyed him 
that 工 had spoken in such high terms of Auber，but he let 站 
stand.。 工 had to jlisten to uch from that quarter which en- 
lightened me for ever With regard to the decay of operatic 
music in particular, and artistic taste in general, among Erench- 
men of the present day. 

II also wrote a longer article on the 8ame opera for Iy 
precious friend Winkler at Dresden，who wa8 still besitating 
about accepting my Ren2zt。 In qdqoing so 工 intentionally made 
Imerry over & mishap that had befallen Lachner the conductor. 
了 iistner，who was theatrical director at Munich at the tme， 
with a view to giving his friend another chance，ordered a 
jlibretto to be written for him by St Georges ip 了 Parig，8o that， 
through his paternal care，the highest bliss which a German 
composer could dream of might be 8assured to his prot6g6. 
Wel, it turned out that when 瑟 al6vy'8 尼 ezme de CVD7e 8p- 
peared，it treated the same subject as Lachners presumabjy 
original work，which had been composed iD the meantime。 此 
mattered very lttle that the libretto was a really good one, the 
value of the bargain lay in the fact that it was to be glorified 
by Lachner's music。 It appeared，however，that St， Georges 
had，as a matter of fact，to some extent altered the book sent 
to Munich，but only by the omission of several interesting 
features。 The fury of the Munich manager Was great， Where- 
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upon St. Georges declared his astonishment that the latter could 
have imagined he would supply a libretto intended solely for 
the German stage at the paltry price offered by hisg German 
customer。 As 工 had formed my own private opinlion as to pro- 
curing French librettos for operas，8nd as nothing in the world 
would have induced me to set to music even the most eftective 
piece of writing by Secribe or St Qeorges，thls occurrence de- 
lighted me immensely，and in the best of spirits 工 let myself 
go on the point for the beneftt of thbe readers of the 42pend- 
zetfl70，Who，it is to be hoped，did not include my future 
friend ” 工 achner. 

In addqition， my work on Hal6vy's opera 让 de CRy1ze) 
brought me into closer contacet with that composer，and was the 
means of procuring me many an enjivening talk with that 
peculiarly good-hearted and really unassuming man，wWhose 
talent，alas，declined all too soon.。 Sehlesinger，in fact，wWas 
exasperated at his incorrigible laziness。 了 alkvy, who had looked 
through my piano score，contemplated several changes with a 
View to making it easier，but he did not proceed with them : 
Schlesinger could not get the proof-sheets back; the publi- 
cation WwW8a8 consequently delayed，and he feared that the popu- 
larity of the opera would be over before the work wa8 ready 
for the publiec。 He urged me to get firm hold of Halkvy very 
early in the morning in his rooms，and compel him to set to 
work at the 8ajterations in my company. 

工 he first time 工 reacehed bis house at about ten in the morning， 
工 found him just out of bed, and he informed me that he really 
must have breakfast first，。 工 accepted hisg inpvitation，and sat 
down with him to 8 somewhat luxuriousg meal; my convers8- 
tion seemed to appeal to him，but friends came in，and at last 
Schlesinger among the number，who burst into a fury at not 
fndng him at work on the proofs he regarded as so important. 
责 al6vy，however，remained quite Unmoved. JIn the best of 
good tempers he merely complained of his latest suecess，hbe- 
caUus8e he had never had Imore peace than of late，when his 
operas， almost without exception，had been failures， 1 he had 
not had anything to do with them after the first produetion. 
Moreover，he feigned not to _ understand why this Reimne de 
V1ypre iparticular should have been 8 successj he declared 
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that ASchlesinger had engineered it on purpose to worry him. 
When he spoke a few words to me in German, one of the visitors 
Was 8astonigshed， whereupon SSchlesinger salid that all Jews 
could speak German。 TIhereupon 8Schjlesinger wasg asked 过 he 
also was 8 Jew. He answered that he had been，but had be- 
come & Christian for his wife's sake。 IThis 各 eedom of speech 
was 8 pleasant surprise to Ime，because in Germany in such 
caseg We always studiously avoided the point，as discourteous 
to the person referred to。 But as we neveT got to the proot 
correcting，Schlesinger made me promise to give Hal6vy no 
peace until we had done them. 

The secret of bis indifference to success became clear to me 
in the course of further conversation，88 工 jearned bat he 
wa88 on the point of making a Wealthy Iarriage。 At first 工 
was inclined to think that 也 al6vy was Simply a man Whose 
youthful tajent was only stimulated to achieve one great suc- 
cess With the object of becoming rich ; in his case，however， 
this Was not the onjy reason，88 he was very modest in regard 
to his own capacity，and had no great opinion of the works 
of those more fortunate composers who were writing for the 
French stage at that time。 In him 工 thus，for the first time， 
met with the frankly expressed admission of disbelief in the 
value of all our modern ereations in this qubious field of art. 
工 have since come to the conclusion that this inceredulity，often 
expressed with much less modesty，justifies the participation 
of all Jews in our artistice concerns。 Only once did 瑟 alkvy 
speak to me with real candour，when，on my tardy departure 
for Germany，he wished me the success he thought my works 
deserved. 

In the year 1860 II saw him again。 工 had learned that， 
while thbe 了 arisian criticg were giving vent to the bitterest 
condemnation of the concerts 工 was gjiving at that time，he 
had expressed his approval，and this determined me to visit 
him at the Palais de 了 Imstitut，of which he had for some time 
been permanent secretary. 了 e seemed particularly eager to 
learn from my own 1ps what my new theory about mmusic 
really was，of which he had heard sguch wild rumours。 下 or 
his own part，he said，he had never found anything but mnusic 
in my music，but with this difference， that mine had generally 
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seemed very good。 This gave rise to a lively discussion on my 
part，to which he good-humouredly agreed，once more wishing 
Ime guccess in Paris。 Ihis time，however，he did so with less 
conviction thban when he bade me good-bye for Germany，whbich 
工 thought was because he doubted whether 工 could succeed 
in 了 aris。 KKrom this fnal visit 工 carried away 8 depressing 
sense of the enervation，both moral and ssthetic，which had 
overcome one of the last great rench musicians，while，on 
the other hand，I could not help feeling that a tendency to a 
hypocritical or frankly impudent exploitation of the universal 
degeneracy marked all who coud be designated as 也 al6vys 
8UccesS0T8。 

Throughout this period of constant hack-work my thoughts 
were entirely bent on my return to Germany，which now pre- 
sented itself to my mind in a wholly new and ideal light 工 
endeavoured in various ways to secure 8 that seemed most 
attractive 8&bout the project，or which flled my soul with long- 
ing.。 My intercourse with Lehre had，on the whole，given & 
decided spur to my former tendeney to grapple seriously with 
my subjects，a tendencey which had been counteracted by closer 
contact with the theatre。 This desire now furnished a basis 
for closer study of philosophical questions。 工 bad been as- 
tonighed at times to hear even the grave and virtuous Lebrs， 
openly and quite as 8 matter of course，8give expresslon to 
gr&ave doubts concerning our indqividual survival after death。 
He declared that in many great men this doubt，even though 
only tacitly heljd，had been the real inceitement to noble deeds. 
Ihe natural result of such a belief speedily dawned on me 
Without，however，causing, me any serious alarm. On the con- 
trary， 工 found a fascinating stimulus in the fact that bound- 
less regions of meditation and knowledge were thereby opened 
up which hitherto 工 had merely skimmed ip light-hearted 
levity. 

In my renewed attempts to study the Greek classics in the 
original，I 工 received no encouragement from Lehrs. He dis- 
suaded me from doing so with the well-meant consolation，that 
88 TI couldq only be born once，and that with music in me， 工 
should learn to understand this branch of knowledge without 
the help of grammar or lexicon; whereas 过 Greek were to be 
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studiedq with real enjoyment， it was no ]joke，and would not 
suffer being relegated to a secondary place. 

On the other hand，LI felt strongly drawn to gain 8 closer 
acquaintance of German history than 工 had secured at school. 
I had 及 aumer's 忆 vsfory of 妇 e 五 ohenstaujfen within easy reach 
to start upon。 All the great figures in this book jived vividly 
before my eyes.、 工 was particularly captivated by the per- 
sonality of that gfted 卫 mperor Erederick JI.，whose for- 
tunes aroused my sympathy so keenly that 工 vainly sought 
for a fitting artistie setting for them。 Ihe fate of his 
s00 Manfred， on the other hand， provoked in me an 
equaly well-grounded，but more easlly combated，feeling of 
opposition. 

I accordingly made a plan of a great five-act dramatic poemy， 
Which should also be perfectly adapted to a musical setting. 
My impulse to embellish the story with the central fgure of 
romantice significance was prompted by the fact of Manfred's 
enthusiastic reception in uceria by the Saracens，wWwho sup- 
ported him and carried him on from vietory to victory fill he 
reached bis fnal triumph，and this，too，in spite of the faet 
that he had come to them betrayed on every hand，banned by 
the Church，and deserted by all his followers during his fight 
through Apulia and the Abruzzi. 

也 ven at this time it delighted me to fndq in the German 
mind the capacity of appreciating beyond the narrow bounds 
of nationality all purely human qualities，in however strange 
& garb they mlght be presented。 Eor in this 工 recognised how 
Dearly akin lt 1l8 to the mind of Greece， JIn Fredqerick II. 工 saw 
this quality in ful fhower.， A fair-haired German of ancient 
Swabilan stock,， heir to the Norman realm of Sicily and Naples， 
who gave hbe Italian language its frst develjopment，and laid 
& basis for the evolution of knowledge andq art where hitherto 
eccleslastical fanatioeigm and feudal brutality had alone con- 
tended for power，8& Ionarch who gathered at his court the 
poets and sages of eastern lands，and sgurrounded himself with 
the living products of Arabian and Persian grace and spirit 一 
thbhis man 工 beheld betrayed by the Roman clergy to the infdel 
foe，yet ending his crusade, to their bitter disappointment，by 
& pact of peace with the Sultan，from whom he obtained a 
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grant of privileges to Christians in Palestine such as the 
bloodqiest vietory ceould scarcely have secured. 

In this wonderful 卫 mperor，who fnally，under the ban of 
that 8ame Church，astruggled hopelessly and in vain against the 
s8avage bigotry of his age， 工 beheld the German ideal in jlts 
highest embodiment. My poem was concerned with the fate 
of his favourite son Manfred。 On the death of an elder brother， 
上 rederick's empire had entirely fallen to pieces，and the young 
Manfred was left under papal suzerainty,， in nominal possession 
of the throne of Apujia。 We fnd him at Capua， in Surround- 
ings，and attended by a court，in which the spirit of his great 
father survives，in & state of almost effeminate degeneration. 
In despair of ever restoring the imperial power of the Hohen- 
staufen，he seeks to forget his sadness in romance and song. 
There now appears Upon the scene 8 young Saracen lady, juast 
arrived from the 卫 ast，who, by appealing to the alliance between 
了 ast and West concluded by Manfred's noble father，conjures 
the desponding son to maintain his imperial heritage。 She 
acts the part of an inspired prophetess，and though the prince 
i8 quickly flled with love for her，she succeeds in keeping 
him at 8 respectful distance。 By 8a skilfully contrived fight 
she snatches him, not only from the pursuit of rebellious Apulian 
nobles，but also from the papal ban which is threatening to 
depose him from his throne. Accompanied only by a few 
faithful followers,，she guides him through mountain fastnesses， 
where one night the wearied son beholds the spirit of Erederick 
II. passing with feudqal array through the Abruzzi，and beckon- 
ing him on to uceria. 

To this district，situated in the Papal States， Erederick had， 
by a peaceful compact, transplanted the remnant of his Saracen 
retaliners，who had previously been wreaking terrible havoc in 
the mountalins of Sicily。 TIo the great annoyance of the 了 ope， 
he had handed the town over to them in fee-simple, thus securing 
for himself a band of faithful allies in the heart of an ever- 
treacherous 8nd hostile country. 

Hatima，a8 my heroine is called，has prepared，through the 
instrumentality of trusty friends，a reception for Manfred in 
this place。 When the.papal governor has been expelled by a 
revolution, he slips through'the gateway into the town，ijs 
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recognised by the whole popujation as the son of their beloved 
了 mperor，and, amid wildqest enthusiasm, is placed at their head， 
to lead them against the enemies of their departed benefactor. 
JIn the meantime，while Manfred 18 marching on from victory 
to _ victory in his reconquest of the whole kingdom of Apulia， 
the tragic centre of my action still continues to be the unvoiced 
longing of the lovelorn victor for the marvellous heroine. 

She is the child of the great 了 mperor's love for a noble 
Saracen maiden。 了 er mother，on her deathbed，had sent her 
to Manfred，foretelling that she would work wonders for his 
glory providedq she never yielded to his passion。 Whether 
Fatima was to know that she was his sister I left undecided in 
framing my plot.。 Meanwhile she is careful to show herself 
to him onjy at critical moments, and thben always in such 8 Way 
8a8 to remain unapproachable，When at last she witnesses the 
completion of her task in his coronation at Naples，she deter- 
Imines，in obedience to her vow, to slip away secretly from the 
newly anointed king，that she may meditate in the solitude 
of her qistant home upon the success of her enterprise。 

The Saracen Nurreddin，who hadq been a companion of her 
youth，and to whose help she had chiefy owed her success ji 
rescuing Manfred， is to be the sole partner of her fight TIo 
this man，who loves her with passionate ardouTr，she hadq been 
promised in her childhood.。 了 Before her secret departure she 
pays a last visit to the slumbering king. Ihis rouses her ljover's 
furious jealousy，as he construes her act into 8a proof of un- 
faithfulness on the part of his betrothed. The jlast look of 
farewell which 上 atima casts from 8 distance at thbe young 
monarch，on hils return from his coronation，infames the jealousg 
lover to wreak instant vengeance for the supposed outrage Upon 
his honour。 He strikes the prophetess to thbe earth，whereupon 
she thanks him with a smile for having delivered her from 
an Unbearable existence。 At the sight of her body Manfred 
realises that henceforth happiness hasg deserted him for ever. 

This theme 工 had adorned with many gorgeous Scenes and 
compjlicated situations，80 that when 工 bad worked it out 工 
could regard it as 8a fairly suitable，interesting，andq effective 
whole，especially when compared with other well-known sub- 
jecets of a _ similar nature。 Yet 工 could never rouse myself to 
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su 值 cient enthusiasm over it to 刀 uve my serious attention to 
ite elaboration，especially as another theme now laid its grip 
upon me。 This was suggested to me by a pamphlet on the 
Venusberg,” which accelidentaly fell into my hands. 

If all that 工 regarded as essentially German had hitherto 
drawn me with ever-increasing force，and compelled me to its 
eager pursuit， 工 here found it suddenly presented to me in the 
simple outlines of a legend, based upon the old and well-known 
ballad of "Tannhauser.” TIrue, its elements were already familiar 
to me from Tieck's version in his 书 jantasxs，。 But his concep- 
tion of the subject had fung me back into the fantastice regiong 
created in my mind at an earlier period by 也 offmann，and 
I 工 should certainly never have been tempted to extract the 
framework of a dramatie work from his elaborate story。 The 
point in this popular pamphlet which had so much weight with 
me Was that it brought“Tannhaiuser” 过 only by a passing 
hint，into touch with“TIhe Minstrel's War on the Wartburg.， 
工 had some knowledge of this also from 也 offmann's account 
in hi Serczpzozspruder。 But 工 felt that the writer had only 
grasped the old legend in a distorted form，and therefore en- 
deavoured to gain a& closer acquaintance With the true aspect 
of this attractive story。 At this junceture Lehre brought me 
the annual report of the proceedings of the 及 inigsberg German 
Society，in which the “Wartburg contest ” was eriticised with 
a fair amount of detail by Lukas. Here 工 also found the 
original text。 Although 工 could utilise but jittle of the real 
setting for my own purpose， yet the pileture it gave Ime of Ger- 
many in the Middle Ages was so suggestive that Ifound 工 had 
not previousl]y had the smallest conception of what it wa8 like. 

As a sequel to the Wartburg poem, 工 also found in the same 
copy & eritical study，“ohengrin”which gave 各 full detail 
the main contents of that widespread eplec. 

Thus a whole new worldq was opened to me，and thbough as 
yet 工 had not found the form in which 工 might cope with 
也 ojpezgr7，yet this image also lived imperishably within me. 
When, therefore,， 工 afterwards made a close acquaintance with 
the jntricacies of this legendq, I ecould visualise the fgure of the 
hero with a distinctness equal to that of Imy conception of 
Tanmjiislser at this time. 
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Under these infuences my longing for a speedy return to 
Germany grew ever more intense，for there 工 boped to earn a 
newW home for myself where I could enjoy leisure for creative 
work.。 But it was not yet possible even to think of occupying 
myself with such grateful tasks。 The sordid necessities of life 
stil bound me to 了 Paris While thus employed,， 工 found an 
opportunity of exerting myself in a& way more congenial to my 
desires。 When 工 was a young man at Prague, 工 bad made the 
acquaintance of a Jewish musician and composez called Dessauner 
一 8 man Who was not devoid of talent，who in faet achieved a 
certain reputation，but was chiefy known among his intimates 
on account of his hypochondria。 This man，who was now ji 
fourishing circumstances，wWa8 80 far patronised by Sochlesinger 
that the latter seriously proposed to heljp him to a commission 
for Grand Opera。 Dessauer had come across my poem of the 
81egender 瓦 ol1iruder，and now insisted that 工 should draft a 
similar plot for him，as M. Lion Pillet;s Taazsseax 思 azitOme 
had already been given to M. Dietsch, the latter s muasical con- 
duetor, to set to music。 上 rom this shme conductor Dessauer 
obtained the promise of a like commmission，and he now offered 
me two hundred francs to provide him with a similar plot，and 
one congenial to his hypochondriacal temperament. 

To meet this wish 工 ransacked my brain for recollections of 
了 offmann，and quickly decided to work up his Bergtwerke yom 
8alw7zi。 he moulding of thbis fascinating and marvellous ma- 
terial succeeded as admirably as 工 could wish。 Dessauer also 
felt convinced that the topie was worth his while to set to 
music。 His dismay Was 8accordingly al the greater when 
Pillet rejected our plot on the ground that thbe staging would 
be too di 和 鱼 cult，and that the second act especlaly would entail 
insurmountable obstacles for the ballet，whiech had to be gmven 
each time。 JIn place of thig Dessauer wished me to compose 
him an oratorio on “Mary Magdalene. As on the day thbat he 
expressed this wish he appeared to be suffering from acute 
melancholia，so much so that he declared he had that morning 
seen his own head lying beside his bedq，I 工 thought wel not to 
refuse hijis request。 工 asked him，therefore，to give me time， 
and I regret to say that ever since that day 工 have continued 
to take t 
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It was amid such qistractions as these that this winter at 
length drew to an end, while my prospects of getting to Germany 
gradually grew more hopeful，though with & slowness that 
sorely tried my patience。 工 had kept up &a continuous corre- 
spondence with Dresden respecting 民 xenzt，and in the worthy 
chorus-master 了 ischer 工 at last found an honest man Who was 
favourabljy disposed to me。 He sent me reliable and reassuring 
reports as to the state of my 8 在 airs。 

After receiving news, early in January, 1842, of renewed de- 
lay, 工 at last heard that by the end of 上 ebruary the work would 
be ready for performance。 工 was seriously uneasy at this，as 工 
was afraid of not being able to accomplish the journey by that 
date。 But this news also was 8oon contradicted，and the honest 
Fischer informed me that my opera had had to be postponed til 
the autumn of that year。 工 realised fully that it would never 
be performed 和 工 could not be present in person at Dresden. 
When eventually in March Count 了 edern，the director of the 
Theatre Royal in Berlin, told me that my lieqerder 玖 ol1Grder 
had been accepted for the opera there, 工 thought 工 had su 伍 cient 
Teason to return to Germany at all costs as 80on 388 possible. 

I hadq already had varioug experiences 88 to the views of 
German managers on this work。 了 elying on the plot，which 
haq pleased the manager of the 了 Paris Opera so much， 工 had 
sent the jlibretto in the first instance to my old acquaintance 
了 ingelhardqt，the director of the Lelpzig theatre。 But the man 
had cherished an undisguised aversion for me. since my Zaiebes- 
Verbot。 As he could not this time possibly object to any 
levity in my subject，he now found fault with ite gloomy sol- 
emnity and refused to accept lt. As 工 had met Councillor 
有 人 iistner，at that time manager of the Munlich Court Theatre， 
When he was making arrangements about Za Rete de CVDre 
in Paris， 工 now sent him the text of the Dutchrnarx with & 
simjilar request。 了 e，too，returned it，with the assurance that 
it was not suited to German stage conditions，or to the taste 
of the German public。 As he had ordered a rench libretto 
for Munich， 工 knew what he meant When the score Was8 
fnished， 工 sent it to Meyerbeer in Berlin，with a letter for 
Count Redern，and begged him，as he had been unable to help 
me to anything in Paris，in spite of his desire to do so, to be 
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kind enough to use his infuence in Berlin in favour of my 
composition。 工 was genuinely astonished at the truly prompt 
acceptance of my work two months jater，which was accom- 
panied by very gratifying assurances from the Count，and 
was dellghted to see in it a proof of Meyerbeer's sincere and 
energetic intervention in my favour. AStrange to 88y，on Iy 
return to Germany soon afterwards， 工 was destined to learn 
thbat Count Redern had long since retired from the management 
of the Berlin Opera House，and that Kiistner of Munich had 
aljready been appointed his successor : tbe upshot of this was 
that Count Redern's consent，though very courteous，could not 
by any meansg be taken seriously，as the realisation of it de- 
pended not on him but on big suocessor。 What the result wag 
remains to be seen。 

A circumstance that eventualy facilitated my long-desired 
return to Germany，which was now justifiedq by my good pros- 
pects，was the tardily awakened interest taken in my position 
by the wealthy members of my family。 If Didqot hadq had 
rea8ons of his own for applying to the Minister Villemain for 
support for Lehrs，8so also Arvenarius，my brother-in-law in 
Paris，when he heard how 工 was struggling against poverty， 
one day took it into his head to surprise me with some quite 
unexpected help secured by hisg appeal to my sister Louisa. 
On 26th December of the fast-waning year 1841 工 went home 
to Minna carrying a goose under my arm，and in the beak of 
the bird we found a fve-hundred-franc note。 Ihis note had 
been given me by Avenarius 8s the resujlt of a request on my 
behalf made by my sister Louisa to 8 friend of hers，a wealthy 
Imerchant named Sochletter. Ihis welcome addition to our 
extremely straitenedq resources might not in itself have been 
su 值 cient to put me in an exceedingly good-humour，had I not 
clearly seen in it the prospect of escaping altogether from my 
position in Paris。 As the leading German managers hadqd now 
consented to the performance of two of my compositions， 工 
thought 工 might seriously reproach my brother-in-law, Friedrich 
Brockhaus，who had repujsed me the year before when 工 applied 
to him in great distress，on the ground that he“disapproved of 
my profession.” This time 工 might be more sucecessful in secur- 
jing the wherewithal for my return。 工 was not mistaken，and 
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when the time came 工 was supplied from this source with the 
necessary travelling expenses。 

With these prospects，and my position thus improved， 工 
found myself spending thbe second half of the winter 1841-42 in 
high spirits，and affording constant entertainment to the small 
circle of friends which my relationship to Avenarius had created 
around me。 Minna and 工 frequently spent our evenings with 
this family and others，amongst whom 工 have pleasant recol- 
lections of a _ certain Herr 及 iihne, the head of a private school， 
and his wife 工 contributed so greatly to the success of their 
little solirles，8nd was always so willing to improvise dances 
on the piano for them to dance to, that 工 soon ran the rlsk of 
enjoying an &lmost burdensome popularity. 

At length the hour struck for my deliverance; the day came 
on which， as 工 devoutly hoped,， 工 might turn my back on Paris 
for ever。 工 was the th of April， and Paris was already gay 
with the first luxuriant buddings of spring. In front of our 
windows，which all the winter had looked upon a bleak and 
desolate garden，the trees were burgeoning，and the birdqs sang. 
Our emotion at parting from our dear friends Anders，Lehrs， 
and 及 ietz，however，w8s great，almost overwhelming. 工 he 
first seemed already doomed to an early death，for his heajlth 
was8 exceedingly bad，and he was advanced in years。 人 About 
Lehrs” condition，as 工 have already said, there could no longer 
be any doubt，and lt was dreadful，after so short an experlence 
8s the two and a half years which 工 haq spent in 了 aris，to see 
the ravages that want had wrought among good，noble，and 
sometimes even distinguished men。 及 ietz，for whose future 
工 was concerned，less on grounds of health than of morals， 
touched our hearts once more by his boundless and almost 
childlike good-nature。 ancying，for instance，that 工 mlght 
not have enough money for the journey，he forced me, in spite 
of al]l resistance，to accept another 人 ve-france piece，which was 
about 8all that remained of his own fortune at the moment : 
he also stuffed a packet of good Ereneh snuff for me into thbe 
pocket of the coach，in which we at last rumbled thbrough the 
boulevards to the barriers，which we passed but were unable 
to see thls time，because OUFr eye8 Were blinded with tears. 


PARTI II 
1842-1850 


THE ]ourney from Paris to Dresden at that time took frve dayg 
and nightes。 On the German frontier，near 上 orbach，we met 
with stormy weather and snow，& greeting which seemed in- 
hospitable after the spring we had already enjoyed in 了 aris. 
And，indeed，ag we continued our journey through our native 
land once more，we found muceh to dishearten us，and 工 could 
not help thinking that the 了 renchmen who on leaving Germany 
breathed more freely on reaching 下 rench soil，and unbuttoned 
their coats，88 though passing from winter into summer，wWere 
not So0 very foolish after all，seeing that we for our part，wWere 
now compelled to seek protection against thls consplcuous change 
of temperature by being very careful to put on su 全 cient cloth- 
ing.。 The unkindness of the elements became perfect torture 
when，later on，between Erankfort and Lelipzig，we were 8wept 
into the stream of visitors to tbhe Great 了 aster 上 air. 

The pressure on the mail-coaches was 80 great，thbat for two 
days and a night，amid ceaseless storm，snow and rain，we 
were continuajly changing from one wretched “substitute ， to 
another，thus turning our journey into an adventure of almost 
the same type 88 oUT former voyage at sea. 

One solitary fash of brightness was afforded by our view of 
the Wartburg，which we passed during the only sunlit hour 
of this journey。 The sight of this mountain fastness，which， 
from the 了 uldqa side，is clearly visible for a long time，affected 
me deeply。 A neighbouring ridge further on 工 at once chris- 
tened the 可 brselberg，and 8s we drove through the valley，pic- 
tured to myself the scenery for the third aet of my Zarmzzjanlser。 
This scene remained so vividljy in my mind，that ljong after- 
wards 工 was able to give Desplkchin, the Parisian scene-painter， 
exact detailg when he was Working out thbe scenery Under my 
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direction。 I 工 had already been impressed by the signifi- 
cance of the fact that my first journey through the German 
了 Rhbine distriet，so famous in legend，should have been made 
on Iny WwW8y home from Pars，it seemed an even more omi- 
nous coincidence hat my frst sight of Wartburg，which was 
80 Tich in historical and mythical associations，shouldqd come 
just at this moment ITIhe view so0 warmed my heart against 
wind and weather，jJews and the Leipzig 了 air，that in the 
end Iarrived，on 12th April，1842，safe and sound，with my 
poor，battered，hajf-frozen wife，in that selfsame city of Dres- 
den which 工 had last seen on thbe occasion of my sad separa- 
tion from my Minna，and my departure for my northern place 
of exile. 

We put up at the“gStadt Gotha ” inn。 The city， in which 
such momentous years of my childhood anq boyhood had been 
spent，seemed cold and dead beneath the infuences of the wild， 
gloomy weather. JIndeed，everything there that could remind 
me of my youth seemed dead. No bospitable house received 
Us。 We found my wife s parents living in cramped and dingy 
lodgings in very straitened circumstances，and were obliged 
at once to look about for a small abode for ourselves。 TIhis we 
found in the Tipfergasse for twenty-one marks a month。 After 
paying the necessary business visits in connection with 瓦 zenz?t， 
and making arrangements for Minna during my brief absence， 
I set out on 15th April direct for Leipzig，where 工 saw my 
mother and family for the first time in six years。 

During this period，which had been so eventful for my own 
life, my mother had undergone 8 great change in her domestice 
position through the death of Rosalie。 She was living in 8 
pleasant roomy fat near the Brockhaus family，where she was 
free from all those household cares to which，owing to her 
large family, she had devoted so many years of anxious thbought. 
Her bustling energy，which had almost amounted to hardness， 
had entirely given Place to a natural cheerfulness and interest 
in the family prosperity of her married daughters。 上 or the 
blissful calm of this happy old age she was mainly indebted to 
the affectionate care of her son-in-law，Friedrich Brockhaus， 
to whom 工 expressed my heartfelt thanks for his goodness. 
She was exceedingly astonished and pleased to see Ine Unex- 
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pectedly enter her room。 Any bitterness that ever existed 
between us had utterly vanished，and her only complaint was 
that she could not put me up in her house，instead of my 
brother Julius，the unfortunate goldsmith，who had none of 
the qualities that could make him a suitable companion for her. 
She was full of hope for the success of my undertaking，and 
felt thie confdence strengthened by the favourable prophecy 
which our dear Rosalie had made about me shortly before her 
sad death. 

Kor the present, however, I only stayed a few days in Leipzig， 
88 工 had first to visit Berlin in order to make definite arrange- 
ments with Count Redern for the performance of the 有 jieqender 
瑟 o11irder。 As 工 have alreadqy observed， 工 was here at once 
destined to learn that the Count was on the point of retiring 
from the directorship，and he accordingly referred me for al 
futrther decisions to the new director， 玉 iistner，who had not 
yet arrived in Berlin。 工 now suddenjly realised what thils strange 
circumstance meant，and knew that， so far as the Berlin negoti- 
ations went，I 工 maight as wel have remained in 了 Paris。 This 
impression was in the main confirmed by a visit to Meyerbeer， 
who， 工 found，regarded my coming to Berlin as over hasty. 
Nevertheless，he behaved in a kind and friendly manner，only 
regretting that he was just on tbhe point of“going away，”a 
stute in which 工 always found him whenever 工 visited him 
again in Berlin。 

Mendelssohn was also in the capital about this time，having 
been appointed one of the General Musical Directors to the 
了 ing of Prussia。 工 also sought him out，having been previ- 
ously introduced to him in Leipzig. He informed me that he 
did not believe his work wouldq prosper in Berlin，and that he 
would rather go back to Leipzig. 工 made no inquiry about 
the fate of the score of my great 8ymphony performed at 
Leipzlg in earlier dqays，which 工 had more or less forced upon 
him so mmany years ago. On the other hand，he did not betray 
to me ny signs of remembering that strange offering. Jn 
the midst of the lavish comforts of higs home he struck me 88 
cold，yet it was not 80 much that he repelled me as that 工 
recoiled from him。 工 also paid a visit to Rellstab，to whom 
工 had a letter of introduction from his trusty publisher，my 
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brother-in-law Brockhaus. Here it was not 80 much smug 
ease hbat 工 encountered; 工 doubtless felt repulsed more by the 
fact that he showed no inclination whatever to interest bimsef 
in my 8 他 airgs. 

TI grew very low spirited in Berlin。 工 could almost have 
wished Commisslioner Cerf back again.。 Miserable as had been 
the time 工 bad spent here years before， 工 bad thben，at any 
rate，met one man，who， for all the bluntness of his exterior， 
had treated me ith true friendqliness and consideration。 JIn 
valin did 工 try to call to mind thbe Berlin thbrough whose streets 
工 had walked, with al the ardour of youth, by tbhe slide of Laube. 
After my acquaintance with 工 ondon, and still more with 了 aris， 
this city，with its sordid spaces and pretensions to greatness， 
depressed me deeply，and 工 breathed a hope thbat，should no 
luck crown my life it might at least be spent in 了 aris rather 
than in Berlin。 

On my return from this wholly fruitless exzpedition， 工 first 
went to Leipzig for a few days，where，on this occasion， 工 
stayed with my brother-in-l]aw， 瑟 ermann Brockhaus，who was 
nowW Professor of Oriental anguages at the University. 本 18 
family hadq been increased by the birth of two daughters，and 
the atmosphere of unrufled content，illuminated by mental 
activity and a quiet but vivid interest in al things relating 
to the higher aspects of life，greatly moved my homeless and 
vagabond soul]. One evening，after my 8sister had seen to her 
children，whom she had brought up very well，and had sent 
them with gentle words to bed，we gathered in the large richly 
stocked library for our evening meal and a long confdential 
chat. 也 ere 工 broke out into a violent ft of weeping，and jt 
seemed 88 though the tender sister，who five years before had 
known me during the bitterest straits of my early married life 
in Dresden，now really understood me At the express SUg- 
gestion of my brother-in-law 瑟 ermann, my family tendered me 
8 loan, to help me to tide over the time of waiting for the per- 
formance of my 叉 zenzt in Dresden.。 This，they said，they re- 
garded merely as aa duty，and assured me that 工 need have no 
hesitation whatever in accepting it It consisted of a sum of six 
hundred marks，which was to be paid me in monthly insta]- 
ments for siX Ionths。 As 工 had no prospect of being able 
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to reply on any other sourcee of income， there was every chance . 
of Minna's talent for management being put severely to the 
test，if this were to carry us through; it could be done，how- 
ever 8nd 工 was able to return to Dresden with a great sense of 
relief. 

While 工 was staying with my relatives 工 played and sang 
them the 环 pxeqexder 万 older for the first time connectedjy， 
and seemed to arouse considerable interest by my perform- 
ance) for when，later on，my sister Louisa heard the opera in 
JDresden，she complained that much of the effect previously 
produced by my rendering did not come back to her。 工 also 
sought out my old friend Apel again。 The poor man had 
gone stone blind，but he astonished me by his cheeriness and 
contentment，and thereby once and for all deprived me of any 
reason for pitying him。 As he declared that he knew the blue 
coat 工 was Wearing very well, though it was really a brown one， 
工 thought 让 best not to argue the point，and Ileft Leipzig 
in a state of wonder at finding every one there so happy and 
contented. 

When 工 reached Dresden，on 26th April 工 found occasion 
to grapple more vigorously with my lot。 Here 工 was enlivened 
by closer intercourse with the people on whom 工 bad to rely 
for 8 successful produetion of Renzi。 It is8 true that the re- 
sults of my interviews with 工 iittiehau，the general manager， 
and Reissiger, the musical conductor， left me cold and incredu- 
lous。 Both were sincerely astonished at my arrival in Dresden ; 
and the same might even be sid of my frequent correspondent 
and patron Hofrath Winkler, who ajso would have preferred my 
remaining in Paris。 But，8s has been my constant experience 
both before and since，help and encouragement have always 
come to me from humbler and never from the more exalted 
zanks of life. 

So in this case，too， 工 met my first agreeable sensaftion 
in the overwhelmingly cordial reception 工 received from the 
old echorus-master，Wilhelm ischer。 工 badq hadq no previous 
acquaintance with him，yet he was the only person who had 
taken the trouble to read my score carefully，and had not 
only conceived serious hopes for the suecess of my opera， bnut 
had worked energetically to secure ites being accepted and 
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practised。 The moment 工 entered his room and told him my 
name， be rushed to embrace me with a loud cry, and in a second 
工 was translated to an atmosphere of hope. Besides this mam， 
TI met in the actor Ferdinand Heine and his family another 
sure foundation for hearty and，indeed，deep-rooted friendship. 
It is true that 工 had known him from childhood，for at that 
time be was one of the few young people whom my stepfather 
Geyer liked to see about him。 In addition to a fairly decided 
talent for drawing，it was chiefy his pleasant social gifts that 
had won him an entrance into ouUrT more intimate family circle. 
As he was very Small and slight，my stepfather nicknamed 
him Davidchpen，and under this appellation he umsed to take 
part with great affability and good-humour in our jlittle festivi- 
ties，and above all in our friendljy excursions into the neigh- 
bouring country，in which，as 工 mentioned in its place，even 
Carl Maria von Weber used to join。 Belonging to the good 
old school，he had become a tseful， 过 not prominent，member 
of the Dresden stage. He possessed al the knowledge and 
qualities for 8 good stage manager，but never succeeded in 
inducing the committee to give him that appointment. 芋 
Was on]y as 8 designer of costumes that he found further scope 
for his talents，and in this capacity he was included ip thbe 
consultations ovez the staging of 瓦 ven2zt。 

Jhus lt came about that he had the opportunity of busying 
himself with the work of a member, now grown to man's estate， 
of the very family with whom he had spent suceh pleasant days 
in his youth. He greeted me at once 88 a child of the house， 
and we two homeless creatures found in our memories of this 
long-lost home the first common basis to our friendship.。 We 
generaly spent our evenings with old Eischer at 了 eine's，where， 
amlid hopeful conversation，we regaled ourselves on potatoes 
and herrings，of which the meal chiefy consisted.。 Sochroder- 
Devrient was away on & holiday; Tichatschek，who was also 
on the point of going away， 工 had just time to see，and with 
him 工 went quickly through a part of his role in 妈 xenzt。 了 is 
brisk and lively nature，his glorious voice and great musical 
talent，gave 8pecial weight to his encouraging assUrance that 
he delighted in the rtle of Rienzi。 Heine also told me that the 
mere prospect of having many newW costumes，and especially 
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npnew 8llver armour，hadq inspiredq Tichatschek with the liveliest 
desire to Play this part，so that 工 might rely on him under any 
circumstances。 Ihus 工 couldq at once give closer attention to 
the preparations for practice，which was fxed to begin in the 
late summer，after the principal singers had returned from 
their holiday. 

工 had to make special efforts to pacify my friend Fischer by 
my readiness to abbreviate the score，wWhich was excessively 
lengthy。 也 is intentions in the matter were 80 honest that 工 
gladly sat down with him to the wearisome task。 工 played and 
88ng my score to the astonished man on an old grand piano in tbe 
rehearsing-room of the Court Theatre，with such frantie vigour 
that，although he did not mind if the instrument came to grief， 
he grew concerned about my chest._ 下 inally，amid hearty 
]aughter，he ceased to argue about cutting down passages，83 
precisely where he thought something might be omitted 工 proved 
to him with headlong eloquence that it was precisely here that 
tbe main point lay。 He plunged with me head over heels into 
the vast chaos of sound，against which he could raise no objec- 
tion，beyond the testimony of his wateh，whose correctness 工 
also ended by disputing. As sops II light-heartedqly fung him 
the big pantomime and most of hbe ballet im the second act， 
whereby 工 reckoned we might save 8 Whole half-hour。 Ihus， 
thank goodness，the whole monster was at jast handed over to 
the clerks to make 8a fair copy of and the rest Was left for time 
to accompjlish. 

We next discussed what we should do in the summer，and 
II decided upon 8a stay of several months at TI5plitz，the scene 
of my first youthful fights，whose fne air and baths， 工 hoped， 
would also beneft Minna”s health。 But before we could carry 
out this intention 工 had to pay several more visits to Leipzig 
to settle the fate of my Dutchrnaz。 On 5th May 工 proceeded 
thither to have an interview with 开 iistner，the new director 
of the Berlin Opera，who I had been told had just arrived there. 
He was now placed in the awkward position of being about 
to produce ip Berlin the very opera which he had before de- 
clined in Munich，as it had been accepted by his predecessor 
in o 伍 ce。 He promised me to consider what steps he woulq 
take in this predicament。 JIn order to learn the result of 
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iistners deliberations， 工 determined，on 2nd June，to seek 
bim out，and this time in Berlin itself， But at Leipzig 工 tfound 
a letter in whieh he begged me to wait patiently a little ljonger 
for his fnal verdict。 工 took advantage of being in the neigh- 
bourhood of 也 alle to pay a _ visit to my eldest brother Albert. 
工 was very much grieved and depressed to fnd the poor fellow， 
whom 工 must give the credit of having the greatest perseverance 
and a quite remarkable talent for dramatie song，living in the 
unworthy and mean circumstances which the 吾 alle Iheatre 
offered to him and his family. The realisation of conditiongs 
into which 工 myself had once nearly sunk now 所 ]led me with 
indeseribable abhorrence， Still more harrowing was it to hear 
my brother speak of thils state in tones which showed，alas, only 
too plainly，thbe hopeless submission with which he had already 
resigned himsejf to its horrors。 Ihe only consolation 工 could 
fnd was the personality and cehildlike nature of hig step-~ 
daughter Johanna，who was then fifteen，and who sang me 
Spohr's 玉 ose,， te bs do so0 scOm With great exzpression an 
in 8 voice of an extraordinarily beautiful quajlity, 

Then 工 returned to Dresden，and at last，in wonderful 
weather，undertook the pleasant journey to Ioplitz with Minna 
and one of her 8sisters，reaching that place on 9th June，whbere 
we took up our quarters at 8 second-class inn，the 了 iche，at 
Schbnau。 了 ere we were soon joined by my mother，who paid 
her usual yearly visit to the warm baths all the more gladly 
this time because she knew she would fnd me there。 If she 
had before had any prejudice against Minna because of my 
premature marriage to her，8& eloser 8cquaintance with her 
domestie gifts soon changed it into respect，and she qulekly 
learned to love the partner of my doleful days in Paris。 Al]- 
though my mothers vagaries demanded no small considera- 
tion，yet what particularly delighted me about her was the 
astonishing vivacity of her almost childlike imagination，8& 
faculty she retained to such a degree that one morning she 
complained that my relation of the Tanzjinalser legend on the 
previous evening had given her a whbole night of pleasant but 
most tiring sleeplessness. 

By dint of appealing letters to Sechjletter，&a wealthy patron 
of art iD Leipzig， 工 managed to do something for 人 ietz，who， 


DRAFT OF THE “VENUSBERG: 273 


had remained behind in misery in Paris，and also to provide 
Minna with medical treatment。 工 also succeeded to 8 certain 
extent in ameliorating my own woeful fnancial position。 
Scarcely were these tasks accompjlished，when 工 started o 在 in 
my old boyish way on a ramble of several days on foot through 
the Bohemian mountains，in order that 工 might mentally work 
out my plan of the “Venusberg ”amid the pleasant 8a8sociations 
of such a trip.。 Here 工 took the fancy of engaging quarters 
in Aussig on the romantic Schreckenstein，where for several 
days 工 oececupied the little publie room，1in which straw was 
laid down for me to sleep on at night. 工 found recereation in 
daily ascents of the Wostrai, thbe highest peak in the nelghbour- 
hood，and so keenly did the fantastie solitude quicken my 
youthful spirit，that 工 elambered about the ruins of the 
Sehreckenstein the whole of one moonlit night，wrapped only 
in 8& blanket，in order myself to provide the ghost tbat Was 
lacking，and delighted myself with the hope of scaring some 
passing wayfarer. 

Here 工 drew up ip my pocket-book the detailed pljan of a 
three-act opera on the “Venusberg)”and subsequently carried 
out the composition of this work in strict accordance with the 
Sketch 工 then made. 

One day，when climbing the Wostrai， 工 was astonished，on 
turning the corner of a valley，to hear a merry dance tune 
whlstljed by a goatherd perched up on a crag. 工 seemed 
immediately to stand among the chorus of pilgrims fling past 
tbhe goatherd in the valley; but 工 could not afterwards recal] 
the goatherd's tune， so 工 was obliged to help myself out of the 
matter in the usual way。 

了 nriched by these spoils, I returned to Tiplitz in a wonder- 
fully cheerful frame of mind and robust health，but on receiving 
the lnteresting news that Tichatschek and Schrodqer-Devrient 
Were on the point of returning， 工 was impelled to set o 企 once 
more for Dresden。 工 took this step，not so much to avoid 
mjissing any of the early rehearsals of 已 yenzz，88 because 工 
wanted to prevent the management replacing it by something 
else。 工 jeft Minna for a time with my mother，and reached 
Dresden on 18th July. 

工 hired a small ljodging ip a queer house, since pulled down， 
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facing the Maximilian Avenue， and entered into a fairly lively 
intercourse with our operatie stars Who had just returned。 
My old enthusiasm for Schroder-Devrient revived when 工 saaw 
her again more frequently in opera。 Strange wa8 the effect 
produced upon me when 工 heard her for the first time in 
Grltry's Daoart for 工 could not help remembering that this 
Was the frst opera 工 had ever seen。 工 had been taken to 让 
8s 8 boy of frve (also in Dresden)，and 工 still retainedq my 
wondrous first impressions of lt All my earliest childish 
memorieg were revived，and 工 recollected how frequently and 
with what emphasis 工 had myself sung Biuebeard's song: 
五 ao de alsche1 Die THiire ofremn1 to the amusement of the 
wholje house，with a paper helmet of my own making on my 
head. My friend Heine still remembered it well. 

Jn other respects the operatie performances were not such 
38 to impress me very favourably: 工 partiecularly missed the 
rolling sound of the fully equipped Parisian orchestra of string 
instruments。 工 also noticed bat，when opening the fne new 
theatre，they had quite forgotten to increase the number of 
tbhese instruments in proportion to the enlarged space。 JI 
thblis，a8 well as in thbe general equipment of the stage，which 
was materially deficelient in many respects， 工 was impressed by 
the sense of a certain meanness about theatrical enterprise in 
Germany，which became most noticeable when reproductions 
Were given， often with wretehed transjations of the text，of the 
了 arligs opera repertolre， TILf even in Paris my dissatisfaction 
with this treatment of opera had been great，the feeling which 
once drove me thither from the German theatres now returned 
with redoubled energy. 工 actuajly felt degraded again，and 
nourished within my breast & contempt so deep that for a time 
工 could hardqly endure the thought of signing a lasting contract， 
even With one of the most Up-to-date of Germmnan opera houses， 
but sadly wondered what steps II could take to hold my ground 
between disgust and desire in this strange world. 

Nothing but the sympathy inspired by communion with 
persons endowed with exceptional gifts enabled me to triumph 
over IDy scruples.， 工 his statement applies above all to my 
great lideal，Schroder-Devrient，in whose artistie triumphs 让 
had once been my most burning desire to be associjatedq。 It ji 
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true thbat many yeare had elapsed since my first youthbhful im- 
pressions of her were formed.。 As regards her looks，the ver- 
dict which，in the following winter，was sent to 了 Paris by 
bBerlioz during his stay in Dresden，was 80 far correct that her 
so0mewhat “maternal ”stoutness Was unsuited to youthful parts， 
especially in male attire，which，as in 尺 zenzz，made too great 
aa _ demand upon the imagination。 Her volce，which in point 
of quality had never been an exceptionally good medium 
for song，often landed her in di 伍 culties，and in particujlar 
she w8s forced，when singing，to drag the time a littie al 
through. 了 But her achievemente were lesgs hampered now by 
these material bindrances than by the fact that her repe 蕊 
toire consisted of a limited number of leading parts，which 
she had sung so frequently that a certain monotony in the 
con8cious calculation of effect often developed into a manner- 
ism which，from her tendency to exaggeration，WwWas at times 
almost painfu]. 

Although these defects could not escape me，yet 工 _ more 
than any one，wW8s especially qualified to overlook such minor 
weaknesses， and realise with enthusiasgm the incomparabjle 
greatness of her performances.。 JIndeed，it only needed the 
stimulus of excitement，whbich this actress'8 exceptionally event- 
ful life still procured，fu]jly to restore the creative power of 
her prime，8a fact of which 工 was subsequently to receive strik- 
ing demonstrations。 But 工 was seriously troubledq and .de- 
pressed at seeing how strong wa8s the disintegrating effect of 
theatrical life upon the character of this singer，who had 
originally been endowed with such great and noble qualities. 
From the very mouth through which the great actress'8 in- 
spired musical utterances reached me, 工 was compelled to hear 
at other times very similar language to that in which，with 
but few exception8s，nearly al heroines of the stage indulge. 
工 be possesslon of a naturally fine voice，or even mere physical 
advantages，which might place her rivals on the same footing 
88 herself in publie favour，was more han she could endure ; 
and so far was she from acquiring the dignifed resignation 
worthy of a great artist, hat her jealousy increased to a painftul 
extent 88 years went on。 工 noticed this all the more because 
工 had reason to suffer from it。 A fact which caused me even 
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greater trouble，however，was that she did not grasp music 
easiljy，and the study of a new part involved diffcultiegs which 
meant many 8& painful hour for the composer who had to make 
her master his work， Her difcujlty in learning new parts，and 
particularly that of Adriano in 已:xenzz，entailed disappoint- 
Inents for her which caused me a good deal of trouble. 

I,， in her case, 工 bad to handle a great and sensitive nature 
very tenderly， 工 bad，on the other hand，a very easy task with 
Tichatschek，with his childish limitations and superficial，but 
exceptionally brilliant，talents。 He did not troublje to learn 
his parts by heart，as he was 8o Imuslcal that he could sing the 
most di 伍 cult musiec at sight，and thought all further study 
needjess，whbereas with most other singers the work consisted 
in mastering the score。 也 ence, 计 he sang through a part at 
rehearsals often enough to impress it on his memory，the rest， 
thbat 1l8 to 88y，everything pertaining to vocal art and dra- 
matic delivery，would follow naturally。 JIn this way he picked 
Up any clerical errors there mijight be in the libretto，and thbat 
with such incorrigible pertinacity，that he uttered the wrong 
words with just the same expression 88 if they Were correct. 
He waved aside good-humouredljy any expostulationg or hints 
8a8 to the sense with the remark;, “Ahl that will be all right 
s800n.” And，in fact， 工 very soon resigned myself and quite 
gave Up trying to get the singer to use his intelligence in the 
interpretation of the part of the hero，for which 工 was very 
agreeabjy compensated by the light-hearted enthusiasm with 
which he fung himself into his congenial r0le，and the irresist- 
ible effect of his brilliant voice. 

With the exception of these two actors who played the lead- 
ing parts， 工 bad only very moderate material at my disposal. 
But there wa8s plenty of goodwill，and 工 had recourse to an 
ingenious device to induce Reissiger the conductor to hold 
frequent piano rehearsals。 He had complained to me of the 
di 佳 culty he had always found in securing a well-written 
libretto, and thought it was very gensibjle of me to have acquired 
the habit of writing my own。 JIn his youthb he had unfortu- 
nately neglected to do thls for himself，and yet tbig was all he 
]acked to make & successful dramatic composer。 工 feel bound 
to confess that he possessed “a good deal of melody "; but 
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this，he added，did not seem su 全 cient to insplire the singers 
with tbhe requisite enthusiasm。 His experience was that 
Schrbder-Devrient，in his 4aele de osrz，woud render very 
indifferently tbhe same fnal passage with which，in Bellinils 
玉 Romeo ad Juelshe would put the audience into an ecstasy-. 
The reason for this, he presumed, must lie in the subject-matter. 
TI at once promised him that 工 would supply him with a libretto 
in which he would be able to introduce these and similar 
melodies to the greatest advantage. To this he gladly agreed， 
and 工 therefore set aside for versification，88 8 suitable text 
for Reissiger，my 万 ohe Bravl， founded on 及 onligs Tomance， 
which 工 bad once before submitted to Sceribe。 工 promisged to 
bring Reissiger & page of verse for every pliano rehearsal，8and 
this 工 faithfuly did until the whole book was done. 工 was 
much surprised to learn some time later that Reissiger had had 
8& newW jlibretto written for him by an actor named 及 riethe. 
This was called the 作 recg of 胡 e Meduwsa， 工 hen learned that 
the wife of the conductor，who was &a suspiclious woman，had 
been flled with the greatest concern at my readiness to 纪 ve 
up a jlibretto to her husband. 工 hey both thbought the book 
was good and full of striking effects，but thbhey suspected some 
sort of trap in the background，to escape from which they 
must certainl]y exercise thbe greatest caution。 工 he result was 
that 工 regained possession of my libretto and was able, later on， 
to help my old friend Rittl with it in Prague; he set it to 
music of his own，8and entitled it 忆 e Zramzose7 0O7 人 3220。 
I heard that it was frequently performed in Prague with great 
stuccess，though 工 never saw it myself; and 工 was also told at 
the same time by a local critie that this text wa&s 8 proof of my 
real aptitude as 8 librettist，and that it was 8 mistake for me to 
devote myself to composition.。 As regards Imy Tazizijiatser，on 
the other hand,，Laube used to declare it was a misfortune that 
工 had not got an experienced dramatist to supply me with a 
decent text for my music. 

Kor the time being，however，this work of versification had 
the desired resuljt，and Reissiger kept steadily to the study of 
怀 ?ezlzt。 But what encouraged him even more than my verses 
was the growing interest of the singers，and above all the 
genuine enthusiasm of Tichatschek， This man，whbo had been 
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so ready to leave the delights of the theatre plano for a shooting 
party，now looked upon the rehearsals of Rienzl as a genuine 
treat。 也 e always attended them with radiant eyes and boister- 
ous good-humour， 工 soon felt myself in a state of constant ex- 
hilaration : favourite passages were greeted with acclamation by 
the singers at every rehearsal，and a concerted number of the 
third finale，whieh unfortunately had afterwards to be omitted 
owing to its jengthb，actually became on that occaslion 8 8ourece 
of profit to me 下 or TIichatschek maintained that this B minor 
WwWa8 80 lovely that something ought to be paid for it every 
time，and be put down a silver penny，inviting the others to 
do thbe same, to which they all responded merrily. rom that 
day forward，whenever we came to thls passage at rehearsals， 
the cry wa8 Taised, “Here comes the silver penny part”and 
Schroder-Devrient，as she took out her purse，remarked that 
these rehearsalg would ruin her， This gratuity WwW88 conscien- 
tiously handed to me each time，3and no one 8uspected that 
these contributions，whlich were given 88 8 ]oke，were often & 
very welcome help towards defraying the cost of our daily food. 
For Minna had returned from Iiplitz，at the beginning of 
August，accompanied by my mother. 

We lived very frugally in chilly lodgingg，hopefully awaiting 
the tardy day of our deliverance， The months of August 
and _ September passed，in preparation for my work，amid 
frequent disturbances caused by the fuctuating and scanty 
repertoire of a German opera house，and not until October 
did the combined rehearsals assume such a character 88 to 
promilse the certainty of a speedy production。 下 rom the 
Very beginning of the general rehearsals with the orchestra 
we 8 shared the conviction that the opera would，without 
doubt，be a great success.。 inally，the full dress rehearsals 
produced a perfectly lntoxicating effect When we tried the 
frst scene of the second act with the scenery complete，and 
the messengers of peace entered，thbere was 8a general outburst 
of emotion，8nd even Schrodqer-Devrient，who was bitterly 
prejudiced against her part，8as it was not the r6le of the 
heroine，could only answer my questions im 8&a voice stifed 
with tears。 工 believe the whojle theatrical body，down to its 
humblest o 征 cials，loved me as hbough 工 were a real prodigy， 
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and 工 am probably not far wrong in saying that much of this 
arose from sympathy and lively fellow-feeling for a young man， 
whose exceptional di 全 cultiegs were not unknown to them，and 
who now suddenly stepped out of perfect obseurity into splen- 
dour。 During the interval at the full dress rehearsal，while 
other members had dispersed to revive their jaded nerves 
with lunch, 工 remained seated on a pile of boards on the stage， 
in order that no one mlght realise that 工 was in the quan- 
dary of being unable to obtain similar refreshment. An in- 
valid Italian singer，who was taking 8 small part in the opera， 
seemed to notice this，8&nd kindly brought me a glass of wine 
and a piece of bread。 工 was sorry that 工 was obliged to deprive 
him of even his small part in the course of the year，for its 
loss provoked such ill-treatment from his wife, that by conjugal 
tyranny he w8s driven into the ranks of my enemies.。 When， 
after my flight from Dresden in 1849， 工 learned that 工 had 
been denounced to the pojlice by this same singer for supposed 
compjlicity in the rising which took place in that town， 工 be- 
thought me of this breakfast during the 怀 *ex2ztz rehearsal and 
felt 工 was being punished for my ingratitude, for 工 knew 工 wa8 
guilty of having brought him into trouble with his wife. 

The frame of mind in which 工 looked forward to the first 
performance of my work was 8 Unique experience which 工 
have never felt either before or since， My kind sister Clara 
fuly shared my feelings. She had been living a wretched 
middjle-class life at Chemnitz，which，just about this time，she 
had jleft to come and share my fate in Dresden. The poor 
woman，whose undoubted artistic giftes had faded so early，w88 
laboriously dragging out 8 commonpjace bourgeois existence 
as 8 Wife and mother; but now，tnder the infuence of my 
growing success，8she began joyously to breathe a new life。 She 
and 工 and the worthy chorus-master 上 iseher used to spend our 
evenings with the Heine family, still over potatoes and herrings， 
8and often in a wonderfully elated frame of mind。 The even- 
ing before our first performance 工 was able to crown our hap- 
piness by myself ladling out a bowl of punech. With mingled 
tears and laughter we skipped about like happy children，and 
then in sleep prepared ourselves for the triumphant dqay to 
which we looked forward with such confdence，. 
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.Although on the morning of 20th October，1842 工 had re- 
solved not to disturb any of my singers by a visit，yet 工 hap- 
pened to come across one of them，& sti 人 在 Philistine called 
也 isse，who was playing a minor bass part in a dull but respect- 
able way. TIhe day was rather cool，but wonderfully bright 
and sunshiny，after the gloomy weather We had just been 
having。 Without & word this curious creature saluted me and 
then remained standing，8as though bewitehed.。 He simply 
gazed into my face with wonder and rapture， in order to fnd 
out，8s0o he at last managed to tell me in strange confusion，how 
& man ]ooked who that very day was to face such an exceptional 
fate。 工 smiled and reflected thbat it was indeed a qdqay of crisis， 
and promised him that 工 would soon drink a glass withb him，at 
the Stadt 再 amburg inn，of the excellent wine he had recom- 
mended to me with so much agitation。 

No subsequent experience of mine can be compared with 
the sensation8 which marked the day of the first production of 
tenzz。 At al the first performances of my works in later days， 
工 have been so absorbed by an only too wel-founded anxiety 
38 to their sucecess，that 工 could neither en]joy the opera nor 
form any real estimate of ita reception by the public。 As for 
Imy subsequent experience8 at the general rehearsal of 了 rzsta7t 
2 7so1de，this took place under such exceptional cireum- 
stanceg，and its effect upon me differed so fundamentally from 
that produced by the first performance of Rxenzt，that no com- 
parison can possibly be drawn between the two. 

The immediate success of 忆 *exuzt was no doubt assured before- 
band But the emphatic way in which the audqience declared 
their appreciation was thus far exceptional，that in cities like 
Dresden hbe spectators are never in 8& position to decide con- 
cluslively upon 8 work of importance on the first night，and 
consequently assume an attitude of chilllng restraint towards 
the works of unknown authors。 But this was，in the nature 
of things，an exceptional case，for the numerous sta 企 of the 
theatre and the body of mnusicians had inundated the eity be- 
forehandq with such glowing reports of my opera，that the 
whole population awaited the promised miracle in feverish ex- 
pectation。 工 sat with Minna，my sister Clara，and the Heine 
family in a pit-box，and when 工 try to recall my condition 
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during that evening， 工 can only picture lt with all the para- 
phernalia of a dream。 Of real pleasure or agitation 工 felt none 
at all : 工 seemed to stand quite aloof from my work; whereas 
thbe sight of the thickly crowded auditorium agitated me so 
much，that 工 was Unable even to glance at the body of the 
audience，whose presence merely affected me 1ke some natural 
phenomenon 一 80omething like a continuous downpour of rain 一 
from which 工 sought shelter in the farthest comer of my box 
as Under 8 protecting roof， 工 was qulte unconscious of applause， 
and when at the end of the acts 工 was tempestuously called for， 
TI had every time to be forcibly reminded by Heine and driven 
on to the stage. On thbhe other hand，one great anxiety 他 led 
”me with growing alarm: 工 noticed that the first two acts had 
taken 88 long 8s the whole of Zrexrschiitz，for instance。 On 
account of ite warlike calls to arms the third act begins with an 
exceptional Uproar，and when at its elose the clock pointed to 
ten，which meant that the performance had already lasted full 
four hours， 工 became perfectly desperate。 TIhe faet that after 
thia act，also， 工 was again loudly called，I 工 regarded merely 
8a8 8 final courtesy on the part of the audience，who wished to 
signify that they had had qulite enough for one evening，and 
would now leave the house in a body. As we had still two acts 
before us， 工 thought it settled that we should not be abje to 
fnish the piece，and apologised for my lack of wisdom in not 
having preyiously eftected the necessary curtallments。 Now， 
thbanks to my folly, 工 found myself in the unheard-of predica- 
ment of being unable to fnish an opera，otherwise extremely 
well recelved，simply because it was absurdljy long. 工 could 
only explain thbe undiminished zeal of the singers， and particu- 
jarljy of Tiehatschek，whbo seemed to grow lustier and cheerier 
the longer it lasted，as an amiablje triok to conceal from me 
the jinevitable catastrophe. 了 But my astonishment at fnding 
thbe audience still there in ful muster，even in the last aet 一 
towards midnight -一角 ljed me with unboundedq perplexity。 工 
could no longer trust my eyes or ears，and regarded the whole 
evente of thbe evening 88 8 Dightmare， It was past midnight 
When，for the last time， 工 had to obey the thunderous calls of 
the audience， side by side with my trusty singers. 

My feeling of desperation at the unparalleljed length of my 
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opera was augmented by the temper of my relatives，whom 
工 saw for a short time after the performance.， 下 riedrich 
Brocekhaus and his family had come over with some friends 
from Leipzig, and had invited us to the inn，hoping to celebrate 
an greeabje success over 8 pleasant supper，8and possibly to 
drink my health. But on arriving，kitehen and cellar were 
closed，and every one Was 80 worn out thbat nothing was to be 
heard but outeries at the unparalleled case of an opera ]asting 
from sijx o'elocek till past twelve。 No further remarks were 
exchanged，and we stole away feeling qulte stupefied. 

About eight the next morning 工 put in an appearance at the 
clerks” o 伍 ce，in order that in case there shouljd be a second 
performance 工 might arrange the necessary curtailment of the 
parts。 If，during the prevlous Summer， 工 bad contested every 
beat with the faithful echorus-master 上 iseher，and proved them 
al to be indispensable， 工 was now possessed by a blind rage 
for striking out.。 工 here was not a single part of my score which 
seemed any ljonger necessary 一 what the audience had been 
made to swajlow the previous evening now appeared but a chaos 
of sheer Impossibilities，each and all of which might be omitted 
without the slightest damage or risk of being unintelligible. 
My one thought now was how to reduce Imy convolution of 
Ionstrositlies to decent limits。 By dint of unsparing and ruth- 
less abbreviations handed over to the copylst， 工 hboped to avert 
a catastrophe, for 工 expected nothing jess than thbat the general 
manager, together with the city and the theatre，would that very 
day give me to understand that such a thbing as the performance 
of my Zast of 胡 e T72Du76s might perhaps be permitted 
once 388 3 curiosity，but not oftener._ Al day long，thbere- 
fore， 工 earefully avoided going near the theatre，80 88 to 
give tirae for my heroie abbreviations to do their salutary work， 
and for news of them to spread through the city。 But at mid- 
day 工 looked in again Upon the copyiste，to assure myself that 
all had been duly performed as 工 had ordered。 工 then learned 
that Tichatsehek had also been there，and，after inspecting 
the omissions that 工 had arranged，had forbidden their 
being carried_ out， ischer，the chorus-master，8also wished 
to 8peak to me about them: work was suspended，and 工 
foresaw great confusion。 工 could not undqerstand what it all 
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meant，and feared mischief ithe arduous task were delayed. 
At lengthb，towards evening， 工 sought out Tichatschek at the 
theatre。 Without giving him a echance to speak， 工 brusquely 
asked him why he had interrupted the ecoypists” work。 In a 
half-choked voice he curtly and defiantly rejoined,“ 工 will have 
none of my part cut out 一 it is too heavenly.” 工 stared at him 
blankly, and then felt as though 工 had been suddenly bewitehed : 
such an Unheard-of testimony to my success could not but shake 
me out of my strange anxiety. Others joined him，Kiseher 
radiant with delight and bubbling with laughter。 下 very one 
8Spoke of the enthusiastice emotion which thrilled the whbole 
city.。 Next came a letter of thanks from the Commissioner 
acknowledging my splendid work。 Nothing now remained for 
me but to embrace Tichatschek and Fischer，and go on my 
way to inform Minna and Clara how matters stood. 

After a few days” rest for the actors， the second performance 
took place on 26th Oetober，but with various curtailments，for 
Which 工 had great di 全 culty in obtaining Tichatschek”s con- 
sent.。 Although it was still of much more thban average length， 
工 heard no particular compjlaints，and at last adopted Tichat- 
schek'8 view that， 过 he couldq stand it，so could the audience。 
or six performances therefore，all of which continued to re- 
ceive 8 Similar avalanche of applause, 工 let the matter run its 
coUrse。 

My opera，however，had also excited interest among the 
elder princesses of the royal family.， They thought ite exhaust- 
ing length a drawback，but were nevertheless unwilling to miss 
any of it。 iittichau consequently proposed that 工 sahould give 
the piece at full ljength, but half of it at a time on two successive 
evenings。 his suited me very well and after an interval of 
8 few weeks we announced 尼 ?ezizz 8 Greatness for the first day， 
and 瓦 18 Fall for the second. IThe first evening we gave two 
acts，8nd on the second thbree，and for the latter 工 composed 
8 8pecial introductory prelude。 This met with the entire ap- 
proval of ouz august patrons， and especeially of the two eldest， 
了 rincesses Amalie and Augusta。 Ihe publie，on the contrary， 
simply regarded this in the light of now being asked to pay 
two _ entrance {feesg for one opera，and pronounced the new 
arTangement 8 decided fraud。 Its annoyance at the change 
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was 80 great that it actually threatened to be fatal to the at- 
tendance，and after three performances of the divided 忌 zenzs 
the management was objliged to go back to the old arrangement 
which 工 willingly made possible by introducing my cuttings 


again。 

From this time forward the piece used to fl the house to 
overfhowing 8a8 often as it could be presented，and the perma- 
nence of its sucoess became still more obvious when I began to 
realise the envy it drew upon me from many different quarzters. 
My first experience of this was truly painful，and came from 
the hands of the poet， Julius Mosen，on the very day after the 
first performance。 When 工 frst reached Dresden in the sum- 
mer 工 had sought him out，and，having a really high opinion 
of his talent，our intercourse 8oon became more intimate，and 
Was the means of giving me much pleasure and instructlon. 
He had shown me a volume of his plays，which on the whole 
appealed to me exceptionally. Among these . w88 3 tragedy， 
Cola Renzz，dealing with the same subject as my opera，and 
im a manner partly new to me，and which 工 thought effec- 
tive。 With reference to thigs poem， 工 had begged him to take 
no notice of my libretto，as in the quajlity of ite poetry 
could not possibly bear comparison with his own; and it cost 
him jlittle sacrifce to grant the request.， It happened that 
just before the first performance of my 刃 zenzz，he had pro- 
duced in Dresden Berrhard 70om， 人 矿 ezmar，one of hisg jeaast 
happy pleces，the result of which had brought him jlittle 
pleasure。 Dramatically it was a thing with no life in it，aim- 
ing on]y at political harangue，andq had shared the inevitable 
fate of all such aberrations。 也 e had therefore awaited the 
appearance of my 尺 zen2zt with some vexation，and confessed 
to me his bitter chagrin at not being able to procure the ac- 
ceptance of his tragedy of the same name in Dresden. 工 his， 
he presumed，8arose from its somewhat pronounced pojllitical 
tendency，which，certainl]y in a spoken play on 8 similar 
subject，would be more noticeable than in an opera，where 
from the very start no one pays any heed to the words。 工 
had genially confirmed him in this depreciation of the subject 
matter in opera; and was therefore the more startled when， 


on fnding him at my sister ouisa's thbe day after the first 
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performance，he straightway overwhelmed me with &a scormful 
outburst of jirritation at my success。 But he found in me & 
strange sense of the essential unreality in opera of such a 
subject as that which 工 had just illustrated withb so much 
8Uccess in 瓦 ?ezi22，80 that，oppressed by 8a secret sense of shame， 
I had no serious rejoindqer to offer to his candiqly poisonous 
abuse。 My line of defence was not yet su 全 clently clear in 
my own mind to be available offhand，nor was 让 yet backed 
by so obvious a producet of my own peculiar genius that I could 
venture to quote it。 Moreover my first impulse was only one 
of bity for the unlucky playwright，which 工 felt al the more 
constrained to express，because hisgs burst of futy gave me the 
inward _ satisfaction of knowing that he recognised my great 
success，of which 工 was not yet quite clear myself. 
But this first performance of 怀 zenzz did far more than this。 
It gave occasion for controversy，and made an ever-widening 
breach between myself and the newspaper critics。 Herr 玉 arl 
Bank，who for some time had been the chief musical critic in 
Dresden, had been known to me before at Magdeburg，where he 
once visited me and listened with delight to my playing of 
seveT8l fairly long passages from my Ziepesverpot。 When we 
met again in Dresden, this man could not forgive Ime {for having 
been unable to procure him tiekets for the first performance 
of RR*enzz。 The same thing happened with a certain Herr 
Julius Sochjadebach，who likewise settljed in Dresden about that 
time as a eritic。 Though 工 wasg al]way8s anXious to be gracioug 
to everybody，yet 工 felt just then an invinciblje repugnance 
for showing special deference to any man because he was 8& 
critic。 As time went on， 工 carried this rule to thbe point of 
almost 8ystematic rudeness，and was consequently all my jlife 
through the victim of unprecedented persecution from the 
press。 As yet，however，this il-will had not become pro- 
nounced，for at hbat time ]ournaligm had not begun to give 
itself airs in Dresden。 There were 8o few contributions senft 
from there to the outside press that our artistic doings excited 
Very jittje notice elsewhere，& fact which was certainly not 
without ite qigadvantages for me. TIhus for the present the 
unpleasant slide of my suecess scarcely affected me at all，and 
for a brief space Ifelt myself, for the first and only time in my 
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life，so pleasantly borne along on the breath of general good- 
will， that all my former troubles seemed amply requlted. 

or further and quite unexpected frults of my success now 
appeared with astonishing rapldity，though not so Imuch in 
the form of material profit， whiech for the present resolved 
itself into nine hundred marks，paid me by the General Board 
as an exXceptional fee instead of the usual twenty golden louis. 
Nor did 工 dare to cherish the hope of selling my work advan- 
tageously to & publisher，until it had been performed in some 
other important towns.。 But fate willed it that by the sudden 
death of 及 astrellij，royal director of music，which occurred 
shortly after the first production of 瑟 zenzz，an 0 仁 ce should 
Unexpeetedly become vacant，for the flling of which al eyes 
at once turned to me. 

While the negotiations over his matter were 8lowly proceed- 
ing，the General Board gave proof in anothber direction of an 
almost passionate interest in my talents。 They insisted that 
the frst performance of the 8laeqender 万 Ourder should on 
no 8accoUunt be conceded to the Berlin opera，but reserved as 
8n honour for Dresden。 As the Berlin authorities rised no 
obstacle, I very gladly handed over my jlatest work also to the 
Dresdqen theatre。 It in this 工 had to dispense with 工 ichat- 
schek 8 8sslstance，88 there wW8s no leading tenor part in the 
play， 工 could count all the more surely on the heljpful co- 
operation of Schroder-Devrient，to whom & worthier task Was 
8ssigned in the leading female part than that which she had had 
in 尺 zenzz。 工 Was glad to be able thus to rely entireljy upon her， 
8 8he had grovwmn stra&ngely out of humour with me，owing to 
her scanty share in the success of 尼 ?*ez2t.。 工 he compjleteness 
of my faith in her 工 proved with an exaggeration by no means 
advantageous to Iny Own Work，by simply forcing the leading 
male part on Waichter，& once capable，but mnow somewhat 
delicate baritone， 了 e was in every respect wholly unsuited 
to the task，and only accepted lt with unfeigned hesitation. 
On submitting my play to my adored prima donna， 工 was much 
relleved to fnd that lts poetry made & speclal appeal to her， 
工 hanks to the genuine personal interest awakened in me Under 
Very peculiar circumstances by the character and fate of this 
exceptional woman， our study of the part of Senta，which often 


CONCOCERT JIN IEIPZ2IG 287 


brought us into close contact，became one of the most thrilling 
and momentously instructive perlods of my jlife. 

It ie true that the great actress，especially when under the 
infHuence of her famous mother，Sophie Socehrbder，who was just 
then with her on & visit，showed undisguised vexation at my 
having composed so brilliant a work as Renzt for Dresden 
without having specificajly reserved the principal part for her. 
Yet the magnanimity of her qisposition triUumphed even over 
this selfish impulse: she loudly proclaimed me “8a genius;: 
and honoured me with that special confdence which，she said， 
none but a genius should enjoy。 But when she invited me to 
become both the accomplice and adviser in her really dreadful 
love affairse，this confdence certainly began to have its risky 
side ; nevertheless there were at first occasiong on Which she 
openly proclaimed herself before al] the world as my friend， 
making most fattering distinetions in my favour.。 

First of al 工 bad to accompany her on & trip to Leipzig， 
where she was giving 8 concert for her mother's benefit，whieh 
she thbhought to make particnlarly attractive by including in 
ite programme two selections from 民 trex2t 一 the aria of Adriano 
and the hero's prayer (the latter sung by Tichatschek)，and 
both under my personal conductorship。 Mendelssohn，who was 
also on very frmendly terms with her，had been enticed to this 
concert too,， and produced his overture to Ruy DBPrus, then quite 
new。 1t was during the two busy days spent on this occasion 
in Leipzig that 工 first came into close contact with him，ajll 
Iny previous knowledge of him having been limited to a few 
rare 8nd altogether profitless visites。 At the house of my 
brother-in-ljaw，Jritz Brockhaus，he and Dervrient gave us 8 
good deal of music，he playing her accompaniment to 8& num- 
ber of Sochubert 8 songs。 工 here became conscious of the pecu- 
liarz Unrest and excltement with which this master of music， 
who，though still young，had already reached the zenith of 
his fame and life work，observed or rather Watched me。 工 
could see clearly that he thought but little of a suecess ji 
opera，8nd that imerely in Dresden。 Doubtless 工 seemed ip 
his eyes one of &a elass of musiclans to whom he attached no 
value，and with whom he proposed to have no intercourse. 
Nevertheless Imy success had certain characteristie features， 
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which gave it a more or less alarming aspect Mendelssohn's 
most ardent desire for a long time past had been to write 3 
successful opera，and it was possible he now felt annoyed that， 
before he hadq succeeded in doing so，a triumph of this nature 
should suddenly be thrust into his face with blunt brutality， 
and based upon 8a style of musice which he might feel justified 
in regarding 88 poor。 He probably found it no less exasperat- 
ing that Devrient，whose gifts he acknowledged, and who was bis 
own devoted admirer，should now so openljy and loudly sound 
my praises。 These thoughts were dimly shaping themselves 
in In7 mind，when Mendelssohn，by a very remarkable state- 
ment，drove me，8almost with violence，to adopt this interpre- 
tation。 On our way home together，after the joint concert 
Tehearsal，I was talking very warmly on the subject of musiec, 
Although by no means a talkative zan，he suddenly inter- 
rupted me with curiously hasty excitement by the assertion 
thbhat musie had but one great fault，namely，bat more thban 
any other art it stimulated not only our good，but also or 
evil quajities， such，for instance，88 jealousy。 工 blushed 
with shame to have to apply thisg speech to his own feelings 
towards me;j for 工 was profoundly consclious of my innocence 
of ever having dreamed，even in the remotest degree, of placing 
my own talents or performances 88 a musician in comparison 
with his。 Yet，strange to say，at this very concert he showed 
himself in a light by no means caleculated to place him beyond 
all possibility of comparison with myself。 A rendering of his 
五 ebr*des Overture would have placed him so immeasurably 
above my two operatie airs, that all shyness at having to stand 
beside him would have been spared me as the gujlf between ourT 
two productions was impassable。 But in his choice of the 好 wy 
Bos Overture he appears to have been prompted by a desire 
to place himself on this occasion 8o close to thbe operatic style 
that its effectiveness might be refiected upon his own work. 
The overture was evidently calculated for a Parisian audience， 
and the astonishment Mendelssohn caused by appearing in such 
8 connection Was shown by Robert Sechumann in hig own 
ungainly fashion at its close。 Approaching the musician in 
the orehestra，he blandly，and with a genial smile，expressed 
his admiration of the “brilliant orchestral piece ” just Played. 
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But in the interests of veracity let me not forget bat neither 
he nor 工 secored the real success of that evening. We were 
both wholy eclipsedq by the tremendous effect produced by 
the grey-haired Sophie fSchroder in a reclitation of Biirgers 
Zenore。 While the daughter had been taunted in the news- 
papers with unfairly employing all sorts of musical attractions 
to cozen & benefit concert out of the musice lovers of Leipzig 
for a mother who never had anything to do with that art，wWe， 
Who were there as her musical aiders and abettors, had to stand 
like so many idle conjurers，while this aged and almost tooth- 
less dame declaimed Biirgers poem with truly terrifying 
beauty and grandeur. This episode，like so much else that 工 
sawW during these few days，gave me abundant food for thought 
and meditation. 

人 A second excursion， also undertaken with Devrient，took me 
in the December of that year to Berlin，where thbe singer had 
been invited to appear at a grand state concert， 工 for my 
part wanted an interview with Director 了 Kiistner about the 
8laeqgendey 瓦 olGyrxder。 Although 工 arrived at no definite resujt 
regarding my own personal business，this short visit to Berlin 
was memorable for my meeting with 上 ranz 工 iszt，whlich after- 
wards broved of great Importance。 It took place under singular 
circumstances，which placed both him and me im a situation 
of pecullar embarrassment，brought about in thbe most wanton 
fashion by Devrient's exasperating caprice. 

工 had already toldq my patroness the story of my earlier 
meeting with Liszt。 During that fateful second winter of my 
stay in Paris，when 工 had at last been driven to be grateful 
for fSchjesinger's hack-work，I 工 one day received word from 
革 aube，who always bore me in mindq, that 下 . Liszt was coming 
to Paris。 He had mentioned and_ recommended me to him 
when he was in Germany，and advised me to lose no time in 
looking him up，as he was “generous)”and would certainly 
fnd means of heljping me As soon 88 工 heard that he had 
reajly arrived， 工 presented myself at the hotel to see him。 巧 
wa8 early in the morning.。 On my entrance 工 found several 
strange gentlemen waiting in the drawing-room，where，after 
some ftime， we were ]oined by Liszt himself, pleasant and affable， 
and wearing his indoor coat。 工 be conversation was carried on 
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in rench，and turned upon his experiencees during his last 
professional journey in Hungary. As 工 was Unable to take 
part，on account of the language， 工 listened for some tme， 
feeling heartily bored，until at last he asked me pleasantly 
What he ecould do for me He seemed unabje to recall Laube's 
recommendation，and all the answer 工 could give was that 工 
desired to make his acquaintance.， To this he had evidently 
no objection，and informed me he would take care to have a 
ticket sent me for his great matin6e，which was to take place 
shortljy. My sole attempt to introduce an artistie theme of 
conversation Was 8 question 8s to whether he knew IOwes 
五 r160729 88 Well as Sohubert's。 了 is reply in thbe negative 
frustrated this somewhat awkward attempt，and 工 ended my 
visit by giving him my address。 TIhither his secretary， 
Belloni，presently sent me，with a few pojlite words，8a card of 
admission to a concert to be given entirely by thbe master him- 
self in the Salle Erard。 工 duly wended my way to the over- 
crowded hall, and beheld the Platform on which the grand piano 
stoo0d，closeljy beleaguered by the cream of Parisian female 
society, and witnessed their enthusiastic ovations of this virtuoso， 
who was at that time the wonder of the world. Moreover， 
工 heard several of his most brilliant pieces， such as“ Variationg 
on 有 Robert Je Darapg1e，but carried away with me no real im- 
pression beyond that of being stunned。 This took place just 
at the time when 工 abandoned 8 path which had been contrary 
to Iny truer Dature，8nd had jed me astray，and on which 工 
now emphatically turned my back in silent bitterness。 工 Was 
therefore in no ftting mood for aa just appreciation of this 
prodigy，who at thbat time wa8s shining in the blazing light 
of day，but from wbhom 工 had turned my face to the night，、 工 
went to see Liszt no more. 

As already mentioned， 工 had given Dervrient a bare outline 
of this story，but she had noted it with particular attention， 
for 工 happened to have touched her weak point of professional 
]ealousy。 As Liszt had also been commanded by the 了 ing of 
了 Prussia to appear at the grandq state concert at Berlin，it so 
happened that thbe first time they met Liszt questioned her 
with great interest about the success of 尺 temnzt。 She thereupon 
observed 世 bat the composer of that opera was an 8ltogethber 
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unknown man，and proceeded with curious majlice to taunt him 
with his apparent lack of penetration，88 proved by the fact 
that the said composer，wWho now 8o keenly exceited his interest， 
was the very same poor musician whom he had lately“torned 
away 80 contemptuousl]y ”ip Paris。 All this she told me with 
an air of triumph，which distressed me very much，and 工 at 
once set to work to correct the false impression conveyed by 
my former account.。 As we were still debating this point in 
her room，WwWe were startljed by hearing from the next the 
famous bass part in the “Revenge” air from oz 4zi7a， 
rapidly executed in ooctaves on thbe piano， “That's Liszt 
himselft”she cried.。 iszt then entered the room to feteh her 
for the rehearsal. To my great embarrassment she introduced 
me to him with majlicious delight as the composer of 尼 ?ezizt， 
the man whose acquaintance he now wished to make after 
having previously shown him the door in his glorious 了 Paris. 
My solemn asseverations that my patroness -一 no doubt only 
in fun 一 Was deliberately distorting my account of my former 
visit to him，apparently pacified him so far as 工 was concerned， 
and，on the other hand，he had no doubt already formed his 
own opinion of the impulsive singer. He certainly regretted 
that he could not remember my visit in 了 Paris，but it never- 
theless shockedq and alarmed him to learn that any one should 
have had reason to complain of such treatment at bis hands. 
The hearty sincerity of Listz's simplje words to me about this 
misunderstanding，8a8 contrasted with the strangely passlonate 
raillery of the incorrigible lady，made aa most pleasing and 
captivating impression Upon me The whole bearing of the 
man，and the way in which he tried to ward of 企 the pitiless 
scormn of her attacks，wWa8 80mething new to me and gave me & 
deep inslight into his character，so firm in lts amiabijity and 
boundjese good-nature。 inally，she teased him about the 
Doctor's degree which had just been conferred on him by the 
University of 及 inigsberg，and pretended to mistake him for a 
chemist。 At last he stretehed himself out fat on thbe foor， 
and implored her mercy，declaring himself quite defencejless 
against the storm of her invective。 IThen turning to me with 
8 hearty assurance that he would make it his business to hear 
Renziz，and would ip any case endeavour to give me & better 
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opinion of himself than his evil star had hitherto permitted， 
We parted for thbat occasion. 

TIhe almost naive simplicity and naturalness of his every 
phrase and word，and particularly his emphatie manner，left 
8 most profound Impression upon me。 No one could fail to 
be equajly affected by these qualities，and 工 now realised for 
the frst time the almost magic power exerted by Liszt over 
8 who came in close contact with him，and saw how erroneougs 
had been my former opinion as to its cause. 

These two excursions to Leipzig and Berlin foundq but brief 
interruptions of the period dqevoted at home to our study of 
tbe 思 egendey 五 o11iruder。 I was therefore，of paramount im- 
portance to me to maintain Schroder-Devrient's keen interest 
in her part，since，in view of the weakmness of tbhe rest of the 
cast 工 was convinced that it was from her alone I could expect 
any &dequate interpretation of the spirit of my work. 

Ihe part of Senta was essentialy suited to her，and there 
Were just at that moment peculiar circumstances in her jlife 
which brought her naturaly emotional temperament to a high 
pitch of tension。 工 was amazed when she confded to me that 
she was on the point of breaking off a regujar acssom of many 
years”standing，to form，in passionate haste，another much 
less desirabje one.。 The forsaken lover，who was tenderly 
devoted to her，was a young lieutenant in the Royal Guardas， 
and the son of Miiller，the ex-Minister of 卫 ducation ; her new 
choice，whose acquaintance she had formed on &a recent visit 
to Berljin，was Herr von Miinchbhausen。 He was a tall，slim 
young man， and her predilection for him was easily explained 
When 工 became more closely acquainted with her love affairs. 
Lt seemed to me that the bestowal of her confdence on me in 
thig matter arose from her guilty consclience; she was ware 
that Miiller，whom 工 liked on account of his excellent disposi- 
tion， had loved her with the earnestness of a first love, and also 
that she was now betraying him in tbhe most faithjess way on 
8 trivial pretext、 She must have known that her new lover 
WaS8 entirely Unwortby of her，and that his intentions Were 
frivolous and selfish.。 She knew, too, thbat no one， and certainly 
none of her older friends who knew her best，would approve 
of her behaviour， She told me candidly that she had felt 
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impeled to confide in Ime because 工 was &a genius，and would 
understand the demands of her temperament. 工 hardly 
knew what to think，， 工 was repelled alike by her passion and 
the ceircumstances attending it; but to my astonishment 工 
had to confess that the infatuation，8so repulsive to me，held 
this strange Woman iD 80 powerful aa grasp that 工 ecould 
not refuse her 8 certain amount of pity，nay，even Teal 
8Sympathy. 

She was pale and distraught，ate hardly anything，and her 
facujltiegs were subjected to a strain 80 extraorqinary that 工 
thought she would not escape 8 serious，perhaps a fatal illness. 
Sleep had long since deserted her，and whenever 工 brought 
her my unluoeky 玉 1aeqenaer 玖 older, her looks so alarmed me 
thbat the proposed rehearsal was the last thing I thought of. 
But in this matter 8he insisted; she made me sit down at the 
pliano，and then plunged into the study of her r0le as 这 直 were 
8 matter of life and death。 ,She found the actual learning of 
the part very di 伍 cult，and it was only by repeated and perse- 
vering rehearsa]l that she mastered her task。 She would sing 
for hours at a time with such passion that 工 often sprang Up 
in terror and begged her to spare herself ; then she would point 
smiling to her chest, and expand the muscles of her still magnif- 
cent Derson，to 3assure me that she was doing herself no harm. 
卫 er voice really acquired at that time a youthful freshness and 
power of endurance。 工 had to confess that which often aston- 
is8hed me: this infatuation for an insipidq noboqy was very 
zuch to the advantage of my Senta. Her courage under this 
intense strain Was 80 great that，as time pressed，she consented 
to have the general rehearsal on the very day of the first 
performance，and a delay which would have been greatly t 
my disadvantage w8s thus avoided. 

工 he performance took place on 2nd January，ip the year 
1843。 ts resujt was extremely instructive to me，and led to 
the turning-point of my career。 The ill-success of the perform- 
ance taught me how iuch care and forethought were essentia] 
to secure the adequate dramatic interpretation of my latest 
works。 工 realised that 工 hbad more or less believed that my 
scOre Would explain itseljf，and that my singers would arrive 
at the right interpretation of their own accord。 My good old 
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friend Waichter，who at the time of 了 enriette Sontag's first 
sucoess W88 & favourite “Barber of Seville ”had from the firast 
discreetly thought otherwise。 Unfortunately，even Sochbridqer- 
Devrient only saw when the rehearsals were too far advanced 
how utterly incapablje Waichter was of realising the horror and 
supreme suffering of my Mariner.。 互 is distressing corpulence， 
bis broad fat face，the extraordinary movements of his armas 
and legs，which he managed to Imake look like mere stumps， 
drove my passionate Senta to despair. At one rebhearsa]， 
When in the great scene in Acet ii. she comes to him ip the guise 
of a guardian angel to bring the message of salvation，she broke 
0 他 to whisper despairingly in my ear “How can 工 say it when 
TI look into those beady eyes? Good God，Wagner，what a 
muddle you have made1l” 工 consoled her as well as 工 could， 
and secretly placed my dependence on Herr von Miinchhausen， 
who promised faithfujlly to sit tbhat evening in the front row of 
the stalls，so that Devrient'8 eyes muast fall on him。 And the 
magnifcent performance of my great artiste，although she 
stood horribly alone on the stage，did succeed in rousing 
enthusiasm in the second act。 The first act offered the 
audience mnothing but 8a dull conversation between 了 err 
Waiachter and that Herr Risse who had invited me to an 
excellent glass of wine on the first night of Renet， and in the 
thirdq tbhe loudest raging of the orchestra did not rouse the se& 
from ite dead calm nor the phantom ship in lte cautious 
rocking. Tbhe audience fel to wonderng how 工 could have 
produced this crude，meagre，andq gloomy work after 尼 xenzt， 
in every act of which incident abounded，and 工 ichatschek 
shone in an endless variety of costumes. 

As Sochrider-Devrient soon left Dresden for a conslderabje 
time，the 尺 1xegeyider 瓦 ol16nder SaW only four performances，at 
which the diminishing audiences made it plain that 工 had not 
pleased Dresden taste with it。 工 he management WaS com- 
pelled to revive Ren2zt in order to maintain my prestigej and 
the triumph of this opera compared with the failure of the 
Dutcjpnam gave me food for refection。 工 had to admit with 
so0me misgivings, that the success of my 玉 zezizt 双 88 not entirely 
due to the cast and staging，although 工 was fully alive to the 
defects from whbich the 811zeaqezCer 玖 older suffered in this 
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respect。 Although Waichter was far from realising my con- 
ception of the 玉 1ieqerider 五 oHirdeyr 工 comuld not conceal from 
myself the fact that Tichatsehek was quite 88 far removed 
from the ideal 尺 xenzt。 His abominable errors and deficiencies 
in hig presentation of the part had never es8caped me;j he had 
never been able to lay aside his brilliant and herolie jeading- 
tenor Ianners in order to render that gloomy demonic 
strain in 了 ienzi's temperament on which 工 had laidq unmis- 
takable stress at the critical pointe of the drama. JIn the 
fourth act，after the pronouncement of the curse，he fell on his 
knees in the most melancholy fashion and abandoned himself 
to bewailing his fate in piteous tones。 When 工 suggested to 
him that Rtex2zt，though inwardly despairing，must take up 
an attitude of statuesque firmness before the world，he pointed 
out to Ime the great popularity which the end of this ver7 
act had won 88 interpreted by himself，with an intimation that 
he intended making no change in it. 

And when 工 econsidered the real causes of the success of 
及 ze7i2z， 工 found that it rested on the brilliant andq extraordin- 
arily fresh voice of the soaring，happy singer, in the refreshing 
eftect of the chorus and the gay movement and colouring on 
the stage。 工 received a still more convincing proof of this 
when we divided the opera into two, and found that the second 
part，whach was the more important from both the dramatio 
and the muslcal point of view，was noticeably less well attended 
than the first，for the very obvious reason， 838 工 thought，that 
thbe ballet occurred in the first part. My brother Julius，whbo 
had come over from Leipzig for one of the performances of 
有 ze720，gave me 8 stil] more naive testimony 88 to the real 
point of interest in the opera。 工 was sitting with him in an 
open box，in fl sight of the audience，and had therefore 
begged him to deslst from giving any applause, even 和 directed 
only to the efforts of the singers; he restrained himself all 
through the evening，but his enthusiasm at a certain fgure 
of the bajlet was too much for him，and he clapped loudly， 
to the great amusement of the audience，telling me that he 
could not hold himself in any longer.。 Curiously enoughb，this 
Same bajllet secured for Ren2ztz，which was otherwise received 
with indifference，the enduring preference of the present 人 ing 
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of Prussia;! who many years afterwards ordered the revival of 
this opera，8lthough it had utterly failed ip arousing publie 
interest by its merits as & drama。 

Ifound，when 工 had to be present later on at a representation 
of the same opera at Darmstadt，that while wholesale euts 
had to be made in ite best parts， it had been found necessary 
to exzpand the ballets by addqditions and repetitions。 This ballet 
munasico，which 工 bad put together with contemptuous haste at 
Riga in 8 few days without any inspiration，seemed to me， 
Iaoreover，80 strikingly weak that 工 was thoroughly ashamed 
of it even in hose days at Dresden，when 工 bad found myself 
compejled to suppress 1lts best feature，the traglic pantomime. 
Eurther，the resources of the ballet in Dresden did not even 
admit of the execution of my stage directions for the combat 
in thbe arena，nor for the very signifcant round dances，both 
admirably carried out at a later date in Berlin。 工 had to be 
content with the humiliating substitution of a long，foolish 
step-dqance by two insignificant dancers，which was ended by 
& company of soldiers marching on，bearing thbeir shields on 
high so as to form 8a roof and remind the audience of the 及 oman 
lestudo then the ballet-master with his assistant，in fesh- 
coloured tights，leaped on to the shields and turned somer- 
saulte，8& proceeding which thbey thought was reminiscent of the 
gladiatorial games。 It was at this polint thbat the house wa88 
always moved to resounding applause，and 工 bad to own that 
this moment marked the climax of my succe8s8.。 

I thus had my doubts as to the intrinsie diyvergence between 
my inner ims and my outward success;j at the same time 8 
decisive and fatal change in my fortunes was brought about 
by my acceptance of the conductorship at Dresden，under 
circumstances 8s perplexing in their way 88s those preceding 
my marriage， 工 had met the negotiations which led up to 
this appointment with a hesitation and a coolness by no means 
affected， 工 felt nothbing but scorn for theatrical life; a scorn 
that was by no means lessened by a closer acquaintance with 
the apparently distinguished ruling bodqy of a court theatre， 
the splendours of which only conceal，with arrogant lgnorance， 
the humiliating conditions appertaining to lt and to thbe modern 
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theatre in general 工 saw every noble impulse stifed in those 
occupied with theatrical matters，and 8 combination of the 
vainest and iost frivolous intereste maintained by a ridicu- 
lously rigid and bureaueratic system; 工 was now fully con- 
vinced that the necessity of handling the business of thbe theatre 
would be the most distasteful thing I 工 could imagine。 Now 
that，through Rastrelli's death，the temptation to be false to 
my inner conviction came to me in Dresden，I explained to my 
old and trusted friends that 工 did not think Ishould accept the 
VCcant post 

But everything caleculated to shake human resolution com- 
bined against this decision。 The prospect of securing the 
means of livelihood through a permanent position with a fxed 
s8lary7 was8 an ilrreslstible attraction。 工 combated the tempta- 
tion by reminding myself of my successg 88 8n operatic com- 
poser，which might reasonably be expected to bring in enough 
to supply my moderate requiremente in 8a lodging of two 
rooms，where 工 could proceed undisturbed with fresh com- 
positiongs。 工 was told in answer to thbhis that my Work itself 
would be better served by a fixed position without arduous 
duties， as for & whole year since thbe compjetion of the lzeqe- 
der 瓦 orzder 工 had not，under existing circumstances，found 
any leisure at all for composition。 工 still remained convinced 
that 了 且 astrellis post of mnusical director，1in subordination 
to the conductor，was Unworthy of me, and 工 declined to enter- 
tain thbhe proposal thus leaving the management to look elsewhere 
for some one to 旨 ] the vacancy。 

Thbere was therefore no further question of this partieujlar 
post，but 工 was then informed that the death of Morlacchi had 
left vacant 8 court conductorship，and it was thought that the 
King would be willing to offer me the post。 My wife was very 
much excited at this prospect，for in Germany the greatest 
value ia laid on these court appointments，which are tenable 
for life，and the dazzling respectability pertaining to them is 
held out to German musicians as the acme of earthly happiness. 
The offer opened up for us ip many directions the prospect of 
friendly relations in a society which had hitherto been outside 
our experience。 Domestic comfort and social Prestige were 
very alluring to the homeless wanderers who，im bygone days 
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of misery，had often longed for the comfort and security of an 
assUred and permanent position such 88 was now open to them 
under the august protection of the court， TIhe infuence of 
Caroline von Weber did much in the long-run to weaken my 
opposition。 工 was often at her house，and took great pleasure 
in her society，which brought back to my mind very vividly the 
personajity of my still dearly beloved master.。 She begged me 
with really touching tenderness not to withstand thbis obvious 
command of fate，8and asserted her right to ask me to settle 
in Dresden, to fll the place left sadly empty by her husband?8 
death。“yJust thbink,”she said,“how can 工 look Weber in the 
face again when 工 join him 这 工 have to tell him that the 
work for whlich he made such devoted sacrifices in Dresden 18 
neglected ; just imagine my feelings when Isee that indolent 
了 elissiger stand in my noble Weber's place，and when 工 hear 
higs operas produced more mechanically every year，  I you 
loved Weber，you owe it to his memory to step into his place 
and to continue his work.” As an experienced woman of the 
world she also pointed out energetically and prudently the 
practical side of the matter，impressing on me the duty of 
thinking of .my wife，who would，in case of my death，be 
8U 值 clently provided for i 工 accepted the post。 

TIhe promptings of affection，Pprudence and good sense， 
however，had jless welght with me than the enthuslastice con- 
viction，never at any period of my life entirely destroyed, that 
Wherever fate led me，whether to Dresden or elsewhere， 工 
should fnd the opportunity which would convert my dreams 
into _ reality through currents set in motlon by some change 
in the everyday order of events， All that was needed for this 
was the advent of an ardent and aspiring soul who，with good 
luck to back him，might make up for lost time，and by his 
ennobling infuence achieve the deliverance of art from her 
shameful bonds.。 The, wonderful and rapid change which had 
taken place in my fortunes could not fail to encourage such &a 
hope，and 工 was seduced on perceliving the marked alteratiop 
that had taken place in the whole attitude of Liittichau，the 
general director，towards me。 This strange individual showed 
me 8 kindliness.of which no one would hitherto have thought 
him capable，and that he was prompted by a genuine feeling 
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of personal benevolence towards me 工 could not help being 
absolutely convinced，even at the time of my subsequent cease- 
less differences withb him。 

Nevertheless，the decision came as 8 kind of surprise。 On 
2nd February 1843 工 was very politely invited to the director 8 
0 人 鱼 ce，and there met the general sta 仓 of the royal orchestra， 
in whose presence Liittichau，through the medium of my 
never-to-be-forgotten friend Winkler，solemnly read out to me & 
royal rescript appointing me forthwith conductor to his Majesty， 
with a jife salary of four tbhousand fve hundred marks a year。 
Liittichau followed the reading of this document by & more 
OF less ceremonious speech，in which he assumed that 工 should 
gratefully accept the ing's favour。 At this polite ceremony 
it did not escape my notice that all possibility of future negotia- 
tions over the figure of the salary was cut o 在 ; on the other hand， 
8 8ubstantial exemption in my favour，the omission of tbhe 
condition，enforced even on Weber in his time，of serving & 
year'g probation under the title of mere musical director，wWa8 
caleulated to secure my Unconditional acceptance。 My new 
colleagues congratulated me，and Liittiehau accompanied me 
with the politest phrases to my own door，where 工 fell into the 
arma of my poor wife，who was giddy with delight. 工 bhere- 
fore I 工 fully realised that 工 must put the best face I could on 
the matter，and unless 工 wished to give unheard-of offence， 工 
must even congratulate myself on my appointment as8 ro7yal 
conductor. 

A few days after taking the oath as 8a servant of the ing 
in 8olemn 8session，and undergoing the ceremony of presenta- 
tion to the assembled orcehestra by means of an enthusiastic 
speech from the general director， 工 was8 summoned to an 
audience with his Majesty. When 工 saw the features of the 
kind，courteous，and homely monarch， 工 involuntarily thbought 
of my youthful attempt at a political overture on the theme 
of riedricR WCG FE7etjiett Our somewhat embarrassed con- 
wersation brightened with the 及 ing's expression of hisg satis- 
faction with those two of my operag which had been performed 
in Dresden。 了 He expressed with polite hesitation his feeling 
that 计 my operas left anything to be desired，it was 8a clearer 
defhnition of the various characters in my musical dramas。 He 
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thought the interest in the persons wa8 overpowered by the 
elemental forces fguring beside them 一 in 瑟 ten2i the mob，in 
the 到 lteqerdey 五 o116rder the sea。 工 thbought 工 understood his 
meaning perfectly，and thig proof of his sinoere 8ympathy and 
original judgment pleased me very much. He also made his 
excuses in advance for 8& possible rare attendance at my operas 
on his part， hijis sole reason for this being that he had a peculiar 
aversion from theatre-going，88 the resujlt of one of the rules of 
hisg early training，under which he and his brother John，who 
had acquired a simllar aversion，were for a long time compelled 
regularly to attend the theatre，when he，to tell the truth， 
woud often have preferred to be left alone to folow his own 
purseuits independent of etiquette. 
As 8 characteristie instance of the courtier spirit， 工 after- 
Wards learned that Liittichau，who had had to wait for me 职 
the anteroom during thig audience，had been very much put 
out by its long duration。 JIn tbe whole course of my life 工 was 
only admitted twice more to personal intercourse and speech 
with the good 有 ing 工 he first occasion was when 工 presented 
him with the dedication copy of the pianoforte seore of my 
Ratez2y and the second was after my very successful arrange- 
ment and performance of the 7p1a9exita 2 41s，by Gluck， 
of whose operag he was particularly fond，when he stopped me 
in the publiec promenade and congratulated me on my work. 
That frst audience with the 了 ing marked the zenith of my 
hastily adopted career at Dresden; thenceforward anxiety 
re8asserted itself in manifold ways。 工 very quiekly reajlised the 
di 值 culties of my material situation，8since it soon became 
evident that the advantage won by new exertions and my 
present appointment bore no proportion to the heavy sacrifices 
and obligationgs which 工 incurred as soon 88 工 entered on an 
independent career。 The young musical director of 了 ipga， 
long since forgotten，suddenly reappeared in an astonishing 
relincarnation 88 TOyal conducetor to the 人 ing of Saxony。 TIhe 
first-fruits of the universal estimate of my good fortune took 
the shape of pressing ereditors and threats of prosecution ; 
nexft followed demands from the 及 inigsberg tradesmen，from 
whom 工 bad escaped from 了 Riga by means of that horribly 
wretched and miserable 人 light。 工 also heard from people in 
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the most distant parte，who thought they had some clalim on 
me，dating even from my student, nay,， my school days，until at 
last 工 eried out in my astonishment that 工 exzpected to receive 
& bill next from the nurse who had suckljed me All this 
did not amount to any very large sum，and 工 merely mention 
it because of the il-natured rumours which，I learned years 
]aterz，had been spread abroad about he extent of my debts 
at that time.， Out of three thousand markes，borrowed at 
interest from Schrodqer-Devrient，I not only paid these debts， 
but also folly compensated the sacrifices which Kietz had 
made on Imy behalf，without ever expecting any return，in the 
days of my poverty in Paris。 工 was，Imoreover， able to be of 
practical use to himn。 But where was Ito fnd even this sunmy 
a8 Imy distress hadq hitherto been so great that 工 was obliged 
to urge Sochrbder-Devrient to hurry on the rehearsalgs of the 
&laegqgexder 玖 order by pointing out to her the enormous 
importance to me of the fee for the performancey 工 bad no 
Howance for the expenses of my establighment in Dresden， 
though it had to be suitable for my position 88 royal conductor， 
nor even for the purchase of a ridiculous and expensive court 
uniform，so that there would have been no possibility of my 
making 8a start at 8]，8s 工 bad no private means，unjess 工 
borrowed money at interest. 

But no one who knew of the extraordinary Success of 尺 ze7i2t 
at Dresden coud help believing in an immediate and remunera- 
tive Tage for my operas on the German stage。 My own relatives， 
even the prudent Ottilije，were 80 convinced of it that they 
thought 工 might safely count on at least doubjing my salary 
by the receipts from my operas。 At the very beginning the 
prospects did indeed seem bright; the score of my 万 paegender 
已 over wa8 ordered by the Royal ITheatre at Cassel and by 
the Riga theatre，which 工 had known so well in the old days， 
because they were anxious to perform something of mijine at an 
early date，and had heard that this opera was on 8 8majler 
scale，and made smaller demands on the stage management， 
thban zezizz。 In May, 1843 工 heard good reports of the success 
of be performances from both those places。 Bnut this was al 
for the time being，and a whole year went by without the 
smallest inquiry for any of my scores。 An attempt Was Iade 
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to secure me 80me beneft by the publication of the pianoforte 
score of the 丸 jaeqyendey 末 o11Gnder, as 工 wanted to reserve 五 ?e712t， 
after the suecesses it had gained，as useful capital for a more 
favourablje opportunity; but the plan was spoilt by the 
opposition of Messrs. Hartel of Leipzig，who，although ready 
enough to publish my opera，would only do so on the condition 
that 工 abstalined from asking any payment for it。 

So 工 had，for the present，to content myself with the moral 
satisfaction of Imy successes， of which my unmistakable 
popularity with the Dresden public，and the respect and atten- 
tion paid to me，formed part. But even in thbhis respect my 
Utopian dreams were destined to be disturbed.， 工 think that 
Imy appearance at Dresden marked the beginning of a new era 
in journalism and eriticlism，which found food for its hitherto 
but slightly developed vitality in its vexation at my Success。 
The two gentlemen 工 have already mentioned，C，Bank and 
可 . Schladebach, had, as I now know, first taken up their regular 
abode in Dresden at that time; 工 know that when di 佣 culties 
were Taisged about the permanence of Bank's appointment， 
they were waived，owing to the testimonials and recommenda- 
tion of my present colleague Reissiger.， Ihe success of my 
有 en had been the source of great annoyance to these gentle- 
Imen，who were now established as mnusical critics to the Dresden 
press，because 工 made no effort to win their favour; they were 
not il]-pleased, therefore, to fnd an opportunity of pouring out 
the vitriol of their hatred over the universally popular young 
musician who had won the sympathy of the kindly public， 
partly on account of the poverty and ill-luck which had hitherto 
been his lot。 The need for any kind of human consideration 
had suddenly vanished with my“unheard-of ” appointment to 
the Troyal conductorship。 Now“all was well with me，” “too 
well” in fact; and envy found ite congenial food; this pro- 
vided a perfectly clear and comprehensible point of attack ; and 
so0on there spread through the German press，in the columnas 
given to Dresden news，8n estimate of me which hag never 
fundamentally changed，except in one point，to this day. 
This single modification，which was Purely temporary and 
confined to papers of one political colour，occurred on my 
frst settlement as a pojlitical refugee in Switzerland,， but lasted 
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onljy until，through Liszt'8 exertiongs，my operas began to be 
produced all over Germany，in spite of my exile。 The orders 
from two theatres，immediately after the Dresden performance， 
for one of my scores，were merely due to the fact that up to 
that tme the activity of my journalistie eritics Was still 
limited. 工 put down the cessation of all inquiries，certainly 
not without due justifcation，mainly to the effect of the false 
and calumnious reports in the papers。 

My old friend Laube tried， indeed, to undertake my defence 
in be press。 On New Year's Day，1843 he resumed the 
editorship of the Zeztfuzg juiyr dze 五 /egante 你 ej# and asked me 
to provide him with a biographical notice of myself for the 
first number， It evidently gave him great pleasure to present 
me thus in triumph to the literary world，and in order to give 
the subject more prominence he added a supplement to thbat 
number in the shape of a lithograph reproduction of my 
portrait by Kietz。 But after a time even he became anxious 
and confused in his judgment of my works，when he saw the 
systematie and increasingly virulent detraction，depreciation， 
and scorn to Which they were subjected. 卫 e confessed to me 
later that he had never imagined such & desperate position 
as Imine against the united forces of journalism could possibly 
exXist，8nd when he heard my view of the question，he smiled 
and ga&ve me his blessing, as though 工 were 8 lost sou]. 

Moreover，& change was observable in the attitude of those 
immediately connected with me in my work，and this provided 
very acceptable material for the journalistie campaign。， 工 had 
been led, though by no ambitious impulse, to ask to be allowed 
to conducet the performances of my own works。 工 found that 
at every performance of 尼 ten2t Reissiger became more negligent 
in his conducting，and that the whole producetion was slipping 
back into the old familiar，expressionless，and humdrum per- 
formancej and as my appointment was 8lready mooted，I had 
8sked permission to conduct the sixth performance of my 
Work in person。 工 conducted without having held a single 
rehearsal]，and without any previous experience，at the head 
of the Dresden orchestra， Ihe performance went splendidly ; 
singers 8nd orchestra Were inspired with new life，and every- 
body was obliged to admit that this was the finest performance 
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of 瓦 rzenzt that had yet been given。 The rehearsing and con- 
ducting of the 丸 jpaseqerdeyr 如 olirder were willingly handed over 
to me，because Reissiger was overwhbelmed with work，in conse- 
quence of the death of the mnusical director， 了 astrelli. JIn 
addition to this 工 was asked to conducet Weber's 五 wuryan 轴 e， 
by way of providing a qirect proof of my capacity to inter- 
pret scores other thban my own. Apparently eyerybody was 
pleased，and it was the tone of this performance that made 
Webers widow so anxious that 工 should accept the Dresden 
conduetorship ; she declared that for the first time since her 
husband's death she had heard his work correctly interpreted， 
both in expresslon and time. 

Thereupon，Reissiger，who would have preferred to have a& 
Imusical director under him，but had recelved instead a colleague 
on 8n equal footing, felt himself aggrieved by my appointment. 
工 hough his own indolence would have inclined him to the side 
of peace and a good understanding with me, his ambitious wife 
took care to stirz up his fear of me。 Ihis never led to an openly 
boatile attitude on his part，but 工 noticed certain indiscretions 
in the press from that time onwards，which showed me that 
the friendliness of my colleague，who never talked to me 
without first embracing me，was not of the most honourable 


I also received a quite unexpected proof that 工 had attracted 
the bitter enyy of another man whose sentiments 工 had no 
rea8son to suspect. This was 及 arl 工 Ipinsky，a&a celebrated 
violinist in his day，who had for many years led the Dresden 
orchestra。 He wasg 8 man of ardent temperament and original 
talent, but of incredible vanity，which his emotional，suspicious 
Polish temperament rendered dangerous。 工 always found him 
annoying，because however inspiring and insgtructive his playing 
wa88 88 to the technical execution of the violinists，he was cer- 
tainly il-fitted to be the leader of a first-class orchestra。 This 
extraordinary person tried to justify Director Liittiehaus praise 
of hia playing，which could always be heard above the rest of 
the orchestra ; he came in 8a little before the other violins; he 
was8 8 leader in & doubjle sense，8s he was always &a little ahead. 
He acted in much the same Way with regard to expression， 
marking his sllght variations in the piano passages with fanatical 
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prucision。 革 was useless to talk to him about it，as nothing 
but the most skilful fattery had any effect on bim。 So 工 had 
to endure it 8s best II could，and to think out ways and means 
of qiminishing its 记 effects on the orchestral performances 38 
8 Whole by having recourse to the most polite circumjlocutions。 
了 ven so he coud not endure the higher estimation in which the 
performances of the orchestra under my conductorship were 
held，because he thought that the playing of an orchestra in 
Which he was the leader must invariably be excellent，whoever 
stood at the conducetors desk。 Now it happened，8as 18 always 
the case when a new man with fresh ideas is installed in o 侍 ce， 
that tbe memhbers of the orchestra came to me with the moet 
varied suggestions for improvements which had hitherto been 
neglected ; and Lipinsky，who was already annoyed about this， 
turmned a certain case of this kind to a pecujliarly treacherous use. 
One of the oldest contrabassists had died. Lipinsky urged 
me to 8&rrange that thbhe post should not be flled in the usual 
WwWw8y7 by promotion from the ranks of our own orchestra，bnut 
should be given，on his recommendation，to & distinguished 
and skilful] contrabassist from Darmstadt named Miiller. 
When the musician whose rights of seniority were thus 
threatened，appealed to me，I 工 kept my promise to Lipinsky， 
explained my views about the abuseg of promotion by 
seniority，8and declared that，in accordance with my sworn 
oath to the 玉 ing, 工 beld it my paramount duty to consider the 
maintenance of the artistic interests of the institution before 
everything else。 工 then found to my great astonishmentb 
though it was foolish of me to be surprised, that the whole of 
the orchestra turned upon me as one man, and when the occasion 
arose for 8& discussion between Lipinsky and myself as 
to his own numerous grievances，he actually accused me of 
having threatened，by my remarks in the contrabassist case， 
to undermine the well-established rights of the members of the 
orchestra，whose welfare it was my duty to protect。， Liittichau， 
Who was on the point of abesenting himself from Dresden for 
8s0me time，WwWas extremely Uneasy，88 Reissiger was 8wW87 on 
his holiday，at jleaving musical affairgs in such aa dangerous 
state of unrest。 Ihe deceit and impudence of which 工 had been 
the victim was 8 revelation to me，and 工 gathercd from h18 
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experience the calm sense necessary to set the harassed director 
at ease by the most conclusive assurances that 工 understood 
the people with whom 工 had to deal, and would act accordingly。 
工 faithfujly kept my word，and never again came into collision 
either with 工 ipinsky or any other member of the orchestra。 
On the contrary，8all the musicians were 80on 8o frmly attached 
to me that 工 could always pride myself on their devotion.。 

Erom that day forward，however，one thing at least was 
certain，Dnamely， that 工 should not die as conductor at Dresden. 
My post and my work at Dresden thenceforward became & 
burden, of which the occasionally excellent resujlts of my efforts 
made me al tbhe more sensible. 

My position at Dresden，however，brought me one friend 
whose intimate relations with me long survived our artistic 
collaboration in Dresden。 A mnusical director Was assigned to 
each conductor; he had to be a musician of repute，a hard 
worker，adaptable，and，above all，&a Catholic，for the two 
conducetors were Protestants，a cause of much annoyance to the 
clergy of the Catholie cathedral，numerous positions in which 
had to be flled from the orchestra。 August 及 5ckel，a nephew 
of 也 ummel，who sent in his application for this poslition from 
Weimar，furnished evidence of his suitability under all these 
heads. 瑟 e belonged to an old Barvarian family; his father 
was 8 8inger，and had sung the part of 上 lorestan at the time 
of the frst production of Beethoven's Edelzao,， and had himsef 
remained on terms on close intimacy with the Master，many 
details about whose life have been preserved through his care. 
也 is subsequent position as 8a teacher of singing led him to take 
Up theatrical management，and he introduced German oper& 
to the Parisiang with so much success，that the credit for the 
popularity of Bade1zo and Deyr Frezschiitz with French audiences， 
to whom these works were qtite unknown, must be awarded to his 
admirable enterprise，which was also responsible for Schrbder- 
Devrient's d6but in Paris， August 了 且 ickel，hig son，who was 
still a young man，by helping his father in these and similar 
Undertakings，had gained practical experience as 8 musician。 
As his father's busineses had for some time even extended to 
England，August had won practical knowledge of all sorts by 
contact with many men and things, and in addition had learned 
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French and English. But musie had remained higs chosen 
vocation，8nd hisg great natural talent justified the highest 
hopes of success。 了 He was an excellent pianisgt，read scores with 
the utmost ease，possessed an exceptionally fine ear，and had 
indeed every qualification for a practical musiclan。 As 8 com- 
poser he was actuated，not 80 much by a strong impulse to 
create，88 the desire to show what he was capable of ; the 
success at which he aimed was to ga&in the reputation of a clever 
operatic composer rather than recognition 88 a distinguished 
musician，and he hoped to obtain his end by the producetion 
of popular works。 Actuated by this modest ambition he had 
completed an opera，8arime11z，for which he had also written 
the libretto，with no other aspiration than that of attaining the 
same reputation 88 hisg brother-in-law Lortzing. 

He brought b1s score to me, and begged me 一 让 was bis first 
visit before he had heard one of my operas in Dresden 一 to play 
him something fronm 民 zex2t and the Zegqgerder 瓦 o1Gnpder。 玉 is 
frank，agreeable personality induced me to try and meet his 
wishes as far as 工 could, and 工 am convinced that 工 soon made 
such a great and unexpectedly powerfu]l Impression on him that 
from that moment he determined not to bother me further with 
the score of hig opera。 It was not Until we had become Imore 
intimate and had discovered mutual personal interests，thbat 
tbhe desire of turning his work to account induced him to ask 
Ie to show my practical friendship by turning my attention to 
his score。 工 made various suggestions 88 to how it might be 
improved，but he was 8oon 80 hopelessly disgusted with his 
own work that he put it absolutely aside，and never again felt 
seriously moved to undertake & 8imijlar task.。 On making 8& 
closer acquaintance with my completed operas and plans for 
DewW Works, he declared to me that he felt it his vocation to play 
the part of spectator，to be my faithful helper and the inter- 
preter of my new ldeas，and，88 far 8s in him lay，to remove 
entirely，and at all events to relleve me 8a8s far as posslble from， 
8 the unpleasantnesses of my o 鱼 cial position and of my 
dealings with the outside world. He wished，he said, to avoid 
placing himself in the ridieculjous positlon of composing operag 
of his own while living on terms of close friendship with me 

Nevertheless， 工 tried to urge hm to turn his own talent to 
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account，8nd to this end called his attention to several plots 
which 工 wished him to work out。 Among these was the idea 
contained in a samall Erench drama entitled Croxel1s Dougj- 
ler, which was subsequently used as the subject for a sentimental 
pastoral romance，and for the elaboration of which 工 presented 
him with an exzhaustive plan. 

But in the end al my efforts remained fruitless, and it became 
evident that his produetive talent was feeble. This perhaps 
arose partly from his extremely needy and trying domestic 
circumstances，which were such thbat the poor fellow wore him- 
self out to support his wife and numerous growing children. 
JIndeed，he claimed my heljp and sympathy in quite another 
fashion than by arousing my interest in his artistie develop- 
ment。 卫 e was unusually clear-headed，and possessed 8 Ta8re 
capacity for teaching and educating himself in every branch 
of knowledge and experiencej he w&s，moreover，80 genuinely 
true and good-hearted that he soon became my intimate friend 
and comrade。 He was，and continued to be，the only person 
who really appreciated the singular nature of my position 
towards the surrounding world，and with whom 工 could fully 
and sincerely discuss the cares 8nd sorrows arising therefrom. 
What dreadful trials and experiences，what painful anxie- 
tieg our common lfate was to bring Upon us，wil soon be 
8eeD。 

The earlierz period of my establishment in Dresden brought 
me 8lso another devoted and jlifelong friend，though his 
quajlities were such thbat he exerted &a less decisive infuence 
Upon my career。 This was & young physician，named Anton 
Pusinelli，who lived near me。 He seized the occasion of a 
serenade Sung in honour of my thirtieth birthday by the 
Dresden Glee Club to express to me personally his hearty and 
sincere attachment。 We soon entered upon a quiet friendship 
from which we derived a mutual benefit 了 瑟 e became my 
attentive family doctor，and during my residence in Dresden， 
marked as it was by accumulating di 人 鱼 culties，he had abun- 
dant opportunities of helping me.。 也 is fnancial position wa8 
Very good，and his ready self-sacrifice enabled him to gjve me 
substantial succour and bound me to him by many heartfelt 
objigationg。 
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A_ further development of my association with Dresden 
s0ciety was provided by the kindqly advances of Chamberlain 
von nneritz's family。 了 Hig wife，Marie von 及 onneritz (nke 
Fink)， was a friend of Countess Ida Hahn-Hahn, and expressed 
her appreciation of my success 88 8 composer with great warmth， 
TI might almost say，with enthusiasm。 工 was8 often invited to 
their house，and seemed ]likely，through this family，to be 
brought into touch with the higher aristocracy of Dresden. 
II merely succeeded in touching the fringe，however，88 we 
really had nothing in common， TIrue, 工 here made the acquaint- 
ance of Countess 了 Rossi，the famous Sontag，by whom， 
to my genuine astonishment， 工 wasg most beartily greeted，and 
I thereby obtained the right of afterwards approaching her 
in Berlin with a _ certain degree of familiarity。， 工 he curious 
way in which 工 was disillusioned about this lady on that 
occasion will be related ip due course。 工 would only mention 
here that through my earlier experiences of the world， 工 bad 
become fairly impervious to deception，and my desire for 
closer acquaintance with these circles speedily gave wa8y to & 
complete hopelessness and an entire lack of ease in their sphere 
of life. 

Although the 及 inneritz couple remained friendqly during 
the whole of my prolonged sojourn in Dresden，yet thbe con- 
nection had not the least infuence either upon my develop- 
ment or Imy position。 Only once，on the occasion of a quarrel 
between Liittichbau and myself，the {former observed that 
Erau von 及 nneritz，by her unmeasured praises，had turned 
my head and made me forget my position towards him。 But 
in making this taunt he forgot that，if any woman in the 
higher ranks of Dresden society had exerted a real and invigor- 
ating infuence upon my inward pride, that woman was his own 
wife，Ida von Liittiehau (xbe von 及 nobelsdorf).， 

TIhe power which this cultured，gentle，and distinguished 
lady exercised over my life was of a kind 工 now experienced for 
the first time，and might have become of great importance 
had 工 been favoured with more frequent and intimate inter- 
course。 But it was jless her position 8s wife of the generajl 
director thban her constant il-health and my own peculiar 
unwillingness to appear obtrusive，that hindered our meeting， 
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except at Tare intervals。 My recollectiong of her merge some- 
what，in my memory，with those of my own asister Rosalie. 
II remember the tender ambition which inspired me to Win 
the encouraging sympathy of this sensitive woman，who WW8a8 
painfully wasting away amid the coarsest suUrroundings。 My 
earliest hope for the fulflment of this ambition arose from her 
&ppreciation of my 1aeyender ol16yder，in splte of the fact 
that following close upon 慌 xenzt, it had so puzzled the Dresden 
public。 JIn this way she was the first，8so to speak，who swam 
against the tide and met me upon my new path， So deeply was 工 
touched by this conquest that，when 工 afterwards published 
the opera， 工 dedicated it to her. JIn the account of my later 
years in Dresden 工 shall have more to record of the warm 
sympathy for my new development and dearest artistic aimsg 
for which 工 was indebted to her.， But of real intercourse we 
had none, and the characeter of my Dresden life was not affected 
by this acquaintance, otherwise so important in itself. 

On the other hanqd，my theatrical acquaintanceg thruast 
themselves with irresistible importunancey into the wide fore- 
ground of my life，and in fact，after my brilliant successes， 工 
Was still restricted to the same limited and familiar sphere in 
which 工 had prepared myself for these triumphs. Indeed，the 
only one who joined my old friends Heine and Gaffer Kischer 
wa8 Tichatschek，with hia strange domestie circle。 Any one 
who lived in Dresden at that time and chanced to know the 
court lithographer，KFiirstenau，will be astonished to hear that， 
without really being aware of it myself，I entered into a fami]li- 
arity that was to prove & ]lasting one with thbls man 台 ho 双 8S 
an intimate friend of TIiehatschek's。 工 he Importance of tbis 
singular connection may be judged from the fact that my 
complete withdrawal from him coinclided exactiy with thbe 
collapse of my elvice position in Dresden.。 

My good-humoured acceptance of election to the musical 
committee of the Dresden Glee Club also brought me further 
chance acquaintances。 This club consisted of a limited number 
of young merchants and o 值 cials， who had more taste 
for any kind of convivlal entertainment than for music。 But 
it was seduously kept together by a remarkable and ambitious 
Ian， 了 Professor LOwe，who nursed it with special objects in 


A OHORAL ENSIIVAL 3 1 


view，for the attainment of which he felt the need of an 
authority such as 工 possessed at thbat time in Dresden. 

Among other aims he was partieularly and chiefy concerned 
in arranging for the transfer of Webers remains from London 
to Dresden。 As this project was one which interested me also，, 
I lent him my support, though he was in reality merely follow- 
ing the voice of personal ambition。 He furthermore desired， 
as head of the Glee Club 一 which，by the way， from the point 
of view of musie was quite worthless 一 to invite all the male 
choral unions of Saxony to a great gala performance in Dresden。 
A committee was appointed for the execution of thbis plan，and 
88 things soon became pretty warmn，ILiwe turned it into a 
regular revolutionary tribunal，over Which，as the great day of 
triumph approached, he presided day and night without resting， 
and by his furiousg zeal earned from ie the nickname of 
“了 obespierre.， 

In spite of the fact that 工 had been placedq at the head of 
this enterprise， 工 luekily managed to evade hig terrorigsm，88 
工 was fully occupied with a great composition promised for the 
festival The task had been assigned to me of writing an 
important piece for male voices only，which， if possible, shoujld 
occupy half an hour. 工 refiected that the tiresome Imonotony 
of male singing，which even the orchestra could only enliven 
to &a slight extent，can only be endured by the introduction of 
dramatic themes。 工 therefore designed a great choral scene， 
selecting the apostolie Pentecost with the outpouring of the 
Holy Ghost as its subject。 工 compjletely avoided any real solos， 
but worked out the whole in such a way that it should be 
executed by detached choral masses according to requirement. 
Out of this composition arose my Taepesmadhl der 4postel (Love- 
feast of the Apostles ")，which has recently been performed in 
Various places. 

As 工 was obliged at all costs to finish it within a limited time， 
II do not mind ineluding this in the list of my uninspired com- 
positions。 But 工 was not displeased with it when it was done， 
Imore especially when it was played at the rehearsals given by 
tbhe Dresden choral societies under my personal supervision。 
When，thberefore，twelve hundred singers from all parts of 
Saxony gathered around me in the Erauenkirche，where the 
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performance took place, 工 was astonished at the comparatively 
feeble effect produced upon my ear by this colossal human 
tangle of sounds。 The conclusion at which 工 arrived was，that 
these enormous choral undertakings are folly, and 工 never again 
felt inclined to repeat the experiment. 

It was with much di 伍 culty that 工 shook myself free of thbe 
Dresqden Glee Club, and 工 only succeeded in doing so by intro- 
ducing to Professor IL5we another ambitious man in the person 
of Herr KEerdinand Hiller。 My most glorious exploit in con- 
nection with this association was the transfer of Weber's ashes， 
of which 工 will speak later on bough it occurred at an earlier 
date。 工 w 记 only refer now to another commissioned com- 
position which，as royal bandmaster， 工 was officially com- 
manded to produce， On the 7th of June of this year (1843) 
the statue of 玉 ing rederick Augustus by 了 Rietschl was 
unveiled in the Dresden Zwingerl with al due pomp and 
ceremony。 JIn honour of this event 工 in collaboration with 
Mendelssohn，was commanded to compose &a festal song，and to 
conduct thbe gala performance。 工 bad written &a simple song 
for male voices of modest design，whereas to Mendelssohn had 
been assigned the more complicated task of interweaving the 
National Anthem (the English “God Save the 及 ing'”whioh 
in Saxony ia called 万 ex Drr 2 RRaaeriraxz) into the male 
chorug he had to compose。 This he hadq effected by an artistic 
Work in counterpoint，80 8&rranged that from the frst eight 
beats of his original melody the brass instruments simultane- 
ousl]y played the Anglo-Saxon popular air. My simpler song 
seemgs to have 8ounded very wel from & distance，wWhereas 工 
Understood that Mendelssohn's daring _ combination quite 
mijssed its effect，because no one could understand why the 
Vocalists did not sing the same 8&IT 88 the wind instruments 
were playing。 Nevertheless Mendelssohn，who was present，left 
me 8 Written expresslon of thanks for the pains 工 had taken 
in thbhe production of his composition。 工 also received a gold 
snuUf-box from the grand gala committee，presumably meant 
88 & Teward for my male chorus，but the hunting scene which 
Was engTaved on the top was 80 badly done that I 工 found，to 
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my surprise， that in several places the metal was eut 
through. 

Amid all the distractions of thig new and very different 
mode of ]life， 工 diligently strove to concentrate and steel my 
soul against these infuences， bearing in mind my experiences of 
success in the past。 By May of my thirtieth year 工 had fnished 
my poem Der Fenausberg (The Mount of Venus ')，as 工 caled 
7azx7zjliniser at that time。 工 bad not yet by any meang gained 
any real knowledge of medisval poetry。 工 be classical side of 
the poetry of the Middle Ages had so far only faintly dawned 
upon me，partly from my youthful recolections，and partly 
from the brief acquaintance 工 had made with it through Lehrs: 
instruction in 卫 aris. 

Now that 工 was secure 训 the possession of & royal appoint- 
ment that would last my lfetime，the establishment of a 
permanent domestie hearth began to assUme great importance ; 
for 工 hoped it would enable me to take up my serious studies 
once more，8nd in such 8 Way 88 to make them productive 一 
an im which my theatrical life and the mijiseries of my years 
in Paris had rendered impossible。 My hope of being able to do 
thigs was strengthened by the character of my o 伍 cial employ- 
ment，which was never very arduous，and in which 工 met 
with exceptional consideration from the general management. 
Though 工 had onljy held my appointment for a few months，yet 
I 工 was given 8 holiday thisg frst summer，which 工 spent in 8 
second vislt to 工 iplitz，a place whieh I had grown to like, and 
whither 工 had sent on my wife in advance, 

了 eenly indeed did I 工 appreciate the change in my position 
since tbhe preceding year. 工 could now engage four spacious 
and Well-appointed rooms in the same house 一 the 也 xcje at 
Schinau 一 where 工 had before lived in such straitened and 
frugal circumstances。 工 invited my 8sister Clara to pay us 8 
visit， and also my good mother，whose gout necessitated her 
taking the 工 iplitz baths every year。 工 also seized the oppor- 
tunity of drinking the mineral waters，whbich 工 hboped might 
have a beneficial effect on the gastrice troubles from Which 工 
had suffered ever since my vicissitudes in Paris， Unfortu- 
Dately the attempted cure had a contrary effect，and when 工 
complained of the painful irritation produced, I learned that my 
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constitution Was not adapted for water cures.， In fact，on 
my moring promenade，and while drinking my water， 工 had 
been observed to race through the shady alleys of the adjacent 
Thurn Gardens,， and it was pointed out to me that such a cure 
could only be properly wrought by leisurely calm and easy 
sahuntering. It was also remarked that 工 usuajlly carried abonut 
8&a fairly stout volume，and that，armed with this and my bottle 
of mineral water，I used to take rest in lonely places. 

This book was J. Grimm's Ceyrmam My 妨 oloqy。 All who know 
the work can understand how the unusual wealth of its con- 
tents，gathered from every side，and meant almost exclusively 
for the student，would react upon me，wjuvse mind was every- 
where seeking for something definite and distinct， ormed 
from the scanty fragments of a perlshed world, of which scarcely 
any monuments remained recognisablje and intact， 工 hbere found 
8 _ heterogeneous building，which at frst glance seemed but & 
rugged rock clothed in straggling brambles。 Nothing 闪 88 
fnished，only here and there could the slightest resemblance 
to an architectonie ]ine be traced， so that II often felt tempted 
to relinquish the thankless task of trying to build from such 
materials。 And yet 工 was enchained by a wondrous Iaglc. 
The baldest legend spoke to me of its ancient home，and soon 
my whole imagination thrilled with images; long-lost forms 
for which I bad sought so eagerly shaped themselves ever more 
and more clearly into realities that lived again 工 here 
rose UP soon before my mind a whole world of fgures，which 
revealed themselves as so strangely plastie and Primitive，that， 
when I saw them clearly before me and heard their volces in my 
heart，I _ could not account for the almost tangible familiarity 
and assurance of their demeanour。 The effect they produced 
upon the inner state of my soul 工 can only deseribe 8s 
an entire rebirth。 Just as we feel a tender joy over a child:s 
frst bright smijle of recognition，s8o0 now my own eyes fashed 
with rapture as 工 saw a world， revealed，as it were,， by miracle， 
in which 工 had hitherto moved blindly as the babe in its mothers 
womhb. 

But the result of this reading did not at frst do much to help 
me in Immy purpose of composing part of the 了 azyuwiitser music。 
工 had had a piano put in my room at the 了 xche，and though 
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I smashed all its strings，nothing satisfactory would emerge. 
With much pain and toil 工 sketehed the first outlines of my 
music for the Fentsper9qg, as fortunately Ialready had its tbeme 
in my mind。 Meanwhile 工 was very much troubled by exeita- 
bility and rushes of blood to the brain。 工 imagined 工 was 谨 ， 
and lay for whole days in bed，where 工 read Grimm's German 
legendqs，or triedq to master the disagreeable mythology. 芋 
was quite a relief when 工 hit upon the happy thought of freeing 
myself from the torments of my condition by an excurTsion to 
Prague。 Meanwhile I had already ascended Mount Millischau 
once with my wife, and in her company Inow made the journey 
to Prague in an open carriage。 There 工 stayed once more at 
my favourite inn，the Black 了 Horse，met my friend 玉 ittl，who 
had now grown fat and rotund，made various excuTrsions， 
reyelled in the curious antiquities of the old eity，and learned 
to my joy that the two lovely friends of my youth，Jenny and 
Auguste Pachta，had been happily married to members of the 
highest aristocracy。 Thereupon，having reassured myself that 
everything was in the best possible order, 工 returned to Dresden 
and resumed my functions as musical conductor to the ing of 
Saxony. 

We now set to work on the preparationg8 and furnishing 
of & roomy and wel-situated house in the Ostra Allee，with 
an outlook upon the Zwinger， 卫 verything was good and sub- 
stantial，as 18 only right for a man of thirty who ls settjing 
down at last for the whole of his life， As 工 had not received any 
subsldy towards this outlay, 工 bad naturally to raise the money 
by loan。 But 工 could look forward to a _ certain harvest from 
Imy operatie successes in Dresden，and what was more natural 
than for me to expect soon to earn more thban enoughg The 
three most valued treasures Which adorned my house were 8 
concert grand piano by Breitkopf and Hirtel，which 工 had 
bought with much pride; a stately writing-desk，now in pos- 
8ession of Otto 及 ummer，the chamber-music artist ; and the 
titje-page by Cornelius for the NbelxziIen，in 8a handsome 
Gothie frame 一 the only object which has remained faithful to 
me to the present day.。 But the thing which above all else 
made my house seem homelike and attractive was the presence 
of a library，which 工 procured in accordance with 8a systematic 
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plan laid down by my proposed line of study。 On the failure 
of my Dresden career this library passed in a curious way into 
the possession of Herr Heinrich Brockhaus，to whom at that 
time I owed ffteen hundred marks，and who took it as security 
for the amount。 My wife knew nothing at the time of this 
obligation，and 工 never afterwards succeeded in recovering this 
characteristic collection from his hands.。 Upon ites shelves 
old Germnan literature was especlally well represented，and also 
the closely related work of the German Middle Ages，including 
many 8 costly volume，8as，for instance，the rare old work， 
尼 omaa78 des douze Pa7s.， Beside these stood many excellent 
historical works on the Middle Ages, as well as on the German 
people in general. At the same time 工 made provision for tbhe 
poetical and classical jliterature of al times and languages. 
Among these were the Italian poets, Shakespeare and the Erench 
writers，of whose language 工 had a passable knowledge、 All 
these 工 acquired in the original，hoping some day to find time 
to master their neglected tongues。 As for the Greek and Roman 
classics，I had to content myself with standard German trans- 
lations。 JIndeed, on looking once more into my 也 omer 一 whom 
Tsecured in the original Greek 一 工 soon recognised thbat 工 should 
be presuming on more lelsure than my conducetorship was likely 
to leave me, 这 工 hoped to find time for regaining my jost know- 
ledge of that language。 Moreover,， 工 provided moat thoroughly 
for a study of universal history，and to this end did not fail to 
equip myself with the most voluminous works。 Ihus armed， 
工 thought 工 could bid deftiance to all thbhe trialg which 工 clearly 
foresaw would inevitably accompany my cajing and position。 
In hopes，therefore，of long and peaceable enjoyment of thil8 
hardq-earned home，I entered into possession with 'the best of 
Spirits in October of this year (1843 )，and though my con- 
ducetor's quarters were by no means magnifcent，they were 
stately and substantial 

工 he ftirst leisure in my new home which 工 could snatch from 
the claims of my profession and my favourite studiegs wa88 
devoted to the composition of Tan? 几 Guser the first act of which 
Was compjeted in January of the new year，1844. 工 have 
Do recollections of any importance regarding my activities in 
Dresden during this winter。 The only memorable events were 
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two enterprises which took me away from home，the first to 
Berjlin early in the year， for the producetion of my 互 ?segendey 
万 order，and the other in March to Hamburg for 尼 veni2zt. 

Of these the former made the greater impresslion Upon my 
mind。 The manager of the Berlin theatre, 玉 iistner， quite took 
me by surprise when he announced the first performance 
the 不 jsegerider 万 ouder for an early date. 

As the opera house had been burnt down only about & year 
before，and could not possibly have been rebuilt， 让 had not 
occurred to me to remind them about the production of my 
opera。 It had been performed in Dresden with very poor 
scenie accessories，and knowing how important a careful and 
artistic execution of the diji 盘 cult scenery Was for my dramatie 
sea-scapes， 工 had relied implicitly on the admirable manage- 
ment and staging capacities of the Berlin opera house， Conse- 
quently 工 was very much annoyed that the Berlin manager 
should select my opera 88 & stopgap to be produced at the 
Comedy Theatre，which was being used as 8 temporary opera 
house。 All remonstrances proved useless，for 工 learned that 
they were not merely thinking about rehearsing the work，but 
that 让 was already actually being rehearsed，and would be 
produced in a few days。 区 was obvious that this arrangement 
meant that my opera WwW8s to be condemned to quite 8a short 
run in their repertoire，as it was not to be expected thbat they 
would remount 过 when the new opera house WwW88 opened.， On 
the other hand，they tried to appease me by saying that hbis 
first prodquction of the 1aegerxGer o11G7rder 到 8s to be associated 
with a 8pecial engagement of Schroder-Devrient which was to 
begin in Berlin immediately。 They naturally thought 工 should 
be delighted to see thbe great actress in my own work.。 But this 
only confirmed me in thbe suspicion that this opera was Simply 
wanted as 8 makeshift for the duration of Soehroder-Devrient s 
visit，。 I 工 hey were evidently in a dilemma with regard to her 
repertoire，which consisted mainly of so-called grand operas 一 
sUch 88 Meyerbeer s 一 destined exclusively for the opera house， 
and which were being specialy reserved for the briliant future 
of the new building。 工 therefore realised beforehand tbhat my 
egerdey 瑟 o1irceyr was to be relegated to the category of con- 
ductors operas，and would meet with the usual predestined 
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fate of such producetions。 The whole treatment meted out to 
me and my works all pointed in the same direction ; but 
consideration of the expected co-operation of Schroder-Devrient 
I fought against these vexatious premonitions，and set out for 
Berlin to do all I could for the success of my opera。 工 saw at 
once that my presence WaS Very necessaTyY。 工 found the con- 
ductor'8 desk occupied by a man calling himself Conductor 
Henning (or Henmniger), an o 值 cial who had won Promotion from 
the ranks of ordinary musicians by an Upright observance of 
the laws of seniority，but who knew precious little about con- 
ducting an orchestra at al，and about my opera had not the 
faintest glimnmer of an idea。 工 took my seat at the desk，and 
conducted one full rehearsal and two performnances，in neither 
of whioh,， however,， did Soehrbder-Devrient take part。 Although 
I found much to complain of in the weakness of the string 
instruments and the consequent mean Sound of the orchestra， 
yet 工 was well satisfedq with the actors both as regards their 
capacity and their zeal IIhe careful staging， moreover， 
which under the supervision of the reajly gifted stage manager， 
Blum，and with the co-operation of his skilful and ingenious 
mechanics， was truy excelent， gave me 8 most pleasant 
SUTPpT18e. 

I was now very curious to learn what effect these pleasing 
and_ encouraging preparations woud have upon the 了 Berlin 
publie when the ful performance took place。 My experiences 
on this point were very curious。 Apparently the only thing 
that interested the large audience was to disgcover my weak 
pointes。 During the first act the prevalent opinion seemed to 
be that 工 belonged to the category of bores。 Not a single hand 
was mmoved，and 工 was afterwards informed that this was for- 
tunate，8a8 the slightest attempt at applause would have been 
ascribed to 8 paid claque，and would have been energetically 
opposed。 玉 iistner alone assured me that the composure with 
which，on the close of this act, 工 quitted my desk and appeared 
before the curtain, had flled him with wonder，considering this 
entire absence 一 lucky as it appears to have been 一 of all ap- 
plause。 But so long as 工 myself felt content with the execution， 
I was not disposed to let the publie apathy discourage me， 
knowing，as 工 did, that the crucial test was in the second act. 


THE “FLIEGENDER HOLLANDER' IN BERLIN 319 


It lay，therefore，much nearer my heart to do all 工 could for 
the sucecess of this than to inquire into the reasons for tbils 
attitude on the part of the Berlin public。 And here the lce wa8 
really broken at last， IThe audience seemed to abandon al 
idea of fndqing a proper niche for me，and allowed itself to be 
carried away into giving vent to applause，which at last grew 
into the most boisterous enthusiasm。 At the close of the act， 
amid 8 storm of shouts, 工 led forward my singers on to the stage 
for the customary bows of thanks. As the third act was too 
short to be tedious，and as the scenice effects were both new 
and impressive，we could not heljp hoping that we had won 8 
veritable trlumph，especially as renewed outbursts of applause 
marked the end of the performance， Mendelssohn，who hap- 
pened at that time to be in Berlin，with Meyerbeer，on busi- 
ness relating to the general musical conducetorship，was pres- 
ent in 8 stage box during this performance。 He followed its 
progress With a pale face, and afterwards came and murmured 
to me in 8a weary tone of voice “Wel，I should think you 
are satisfied now!” 工 met him several times during my brief 
stay in Berlin，and also spent an evening with him listening 
to various pieces of chamber-music。 But never did another 
word concerning the 1reqender 玖 onder pass his lips, beyond 
inquiries 8s to the second performance，and as to whether 
Devrient or Some one else would appear in it。 工 heard，more- 
over，that he had responded with equal indifference to the 
earnest Warmth of my allusions to his own music for the Ma- 
sLIEf Nght s Dream，wWhiceh was being frequently played 
at that time，and which 工 bad heard for the first time。 The 
only thing he discussed with any detail was the actor Gern，who 
was8 playing in Zelte!，and who he considered was overacting 
his part. 

A few days later came 8a second performance with the same 
cast。 My experiences on thbis evening were even more startling 
than on the former。 卫 vidently the first night had won me a 
few friends，who were again present, for they began to applaud 
after the overture。 But others responded with hisses，and for 
thbe rest of the evening no one again ventured to applaud， My 
old friend Heine had arrived in the meantime from Dresden、 
sent by ouT Own board of directors to study the scenice arrange- 
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mente of the Mtdsunner Nigjhts Dream for our theatre， He 
was8 present at this second performance，and had persuaded 
me to accept the invitation from one of hisgs Berlin relatives to 
have supper after the performance in 8 Wine-bar titer Gen 
Zizden。 Very weary， 工 followed him to a nasty and badly 
lighted house，where I 工 gulped down the wine with hasty i]- 
humour to warm myself，and listened to the embarrassed con- 
versation of my good-natured friend and his companion，whilst 
LI turned over thbe day's paperes。 工 now had ampjle leisure to 
read the eriticisms they contained on the first performance of 
my Zegender 殉 o16irder。 A terrible spasm cut Imy beart as 
II realised the contemptible tone and unparalleled shamelessnees 
of thbeir raging ignorance regarding my own name 8nd Work. 
Our Berlin friend and host，a thorough Philistine，salid that he 
had known how things would go in the theatre that night，after 
having read these eriticisms in the morning.。 The people of 
Berlin，he added，wait to hear what Relstab and his mates 
have to say，and then they know how to behave， The good 
fellow was anxious to cheer me up, and ordered one wine after 
anotbher. Heine huntedq up his reminiscences of our merry 
尼 zezizt times in Dresden，until at last the pair conducted me， 
staggering 8long in an addled condition, to my hotel. 

It was aljready midnight.、 As 工 was being lighted by the 
Walter thbrough ites gloomy corridors to my room，8 gentleman 
in black，with a pale refined face，came forward and said he 
would like to speak to me He informed me that he had 
waited there since the close of the play，and as he wa8 deter- 
mined to see me，had stopped till now。 工 excused myself on 
the ground of being quite unfit for business，and added that， 
although not exactly inclined to merriment，I had，asg he might 
perceive，somewhat foolishly drunk a little too much wine. 
This said in a stammering voice; but my strange visitor 
seemed only the more unwilling to be repulsed. 了 e accom- 
panied me to my room，declaring that it was 3 the more im- 
perative for him to speak with me。 We seated ourselves in 
the cold room, by the meagre light of a single candle，and thben 
he began to talk.， In fowing and impressive language he re- 
lated that he had been present at the performance that night 
of my 丸 jreqgender 玖 orer and could well conceive the humour 
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in which the evening's bxzperiences had left me。 or this very 
reason he felt that nothing should hinder him from speaking 
to me that night, and teling me that in the 不 jseqezxder 瓦 oader 
II bad produced an Unrivalled masterpiece。 Moreover， the 
acquaintance he had made with this work had awakened in 
him a new and unforeseen hope for the future of German art; 
and that it would be a great pity 过 工 yielded to any sense of 
discouragement as the result of the unworthy reception accorded 
to it by the Berlin publiec. My hair began to stand on end. 
One of 了 Hoffmann;s fantastic creations had entered bodily into 
my life。 工 could fnd nothing to say, except to inquire the name 
of my visitor，at which he seemed surprised，as 工 had talked 
with him the day before at Mendelssohn'e house.。 也 e salid that 
my conversation and manner had created such an impresslion 
upon him there，and had flled him with such sudden regret at 
not having su 值 ciently overcome his dislike for opera in generaj， 
to be present at the first performance，that he had at once 
resolved not to miss the second. His name，he added，wasg 
Professor Werder. TIhat was no use to me， 工 said，he mnust 
write his name down。 Getting paper and ink，he did as 工 de- 
sired，and we parted， 工 fung myself unconsciously on the bed 
for a deep and invigorating sleep. Next morning 工 was fresh 
and well 工 paid a farewell call on Sochrbder-Devrient，who 
promised me to do all she coujld for the jaxeqerdey 瑟 o116r0eyr 8s 
800n 88 possible，drew my fee of a hundred ducats，and set o 企 
for home. On my way through Leipzig 工 utilised my ducats 
for the repayment of sundry advances made me by my relatives 
during the earlier and poverty-etricken period of my sojourn 
in Dresden，and then continued my journey，to recuperate 
8&mong my books and meditate upon the deep impression made 
on me by Werder's midnight visit. 

Before the end of this winter I received a genuine invitation 
to 也 amburg for the performance of Ren2iz。 The enterprising 
director， 了 err Cornet，through whom it came，confessed that 
he had many di 值 culties to contend against in the management 
of his theatre，and was in need of a great Success。 This，after 
the reception with which it had met in Dresden，he hbought 
he could secure by the production of Renzt。 工 accordingly 
betook myself thither in the month of March. The journey 
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at that time Was not an easy one，88 after Hanover one had 
to proceed by mail-coach，and the crossing of the 卫 lbe，which 
was ful]l of Hoating ice，was 8a Tisky business。 Owing to a great 
fre that had recently broken out) the town of 了 amburg was in 
process of being rebuilt，and there were still many wide spaces 
encumbered with ruins.， Cold weather and an ever-gloomy 
sky make Imy recollections of my somewhat prolonged sojourn 
in this town anything but agreeable. 工 was tormented to such 
an extent by having to rehearse with baqd material，ft only 
for the poorest tbheatrical trumpery,， that，worn out and exposed 
to constant colds, 工 spent most of my leisure time in the solitude 
of my inn chamber.。 My earlier experiences of ill-arranged and 
badly managed theatres came back to me afresh. 工 was 
particularly dqepressed when 工 realised that 工 had made Imyself 
an Unconsclious ccomplice of Director Cornet's basest interests. 
His one aim Was to create 8 sensation，which he thought 
should be of great service to me also;i and not only did he pnut 
me 0 在 with a smaller fee，but even suggested that it should be 
paid by gradual instalments. TIhe dignity of scenic decoration， 
of which he had not the smallest idea，wWas completely sacri- 
fced to the most ridiculous and tawdry showiness。， HHe 
imagined that pageantry was 8 that was Teall]y needed to 
secure my success。 So he hunted out all the old fairy-ballet 
costumes from his stock，and fancied that 计 they only looked 
gay enough， and if plenty of people were bustling about on the 
stage， 工 ought to be satisfied. But the most sorry item of all 
was thbe singer he provided for the titie-r0le， He was 8 man of 
the name of Wurda，an elderly, Habby and voiceless tenor，who 
sang 有 人 ienzi with the expression of a lover 一 ]like 了 ljvino，for 
instance，in the 人 om?d7apuC. 了 He was 8o dreadful that 工 
conceived the idea of making the Capitol tumble down in the 
second act，80 as to bury him sooner in its ruins，a plan which 
Would have cut out Several of the procession8s，which were so 
dear to the heart of the director， 工 found my one Tray of light 
in a lady singer，who delighted me with the fire with which 
she played the part of Adriano. This was a Mme, Fehringer， 
Who was afterwards engaged by Liszt for the r0le of Ortrud 
in the production of Zojpenogrtim at Weimar，but by that time 
her powers had greatly deteriorated， ”Nothing could be more 
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depressing thban my connection with this opera Under such 
dismal circumstances。 And yet there were no outward signgs 
of failure， IThe manager hoped in any case to keep 尼 zenzt in 
his repertoire until Tichatschek was able to come to 了 amburg 
and give tbhe people of that town &a true idea of the play。 Ibis 
actually took place in the following summer. 

My discouragement and 计 -humour did not escape the notice 
of Herr Cornet，and discovering that 工 wished to present my 
wife with a& parrot，he managed to proceure 8& very fine bird， 
whbich he gave me 88 8 parting gift。 工 carried it with me in 
ite narrow cage on my melancholy journey home，and was 
touched to fnd that it quickly repaid my care and became 
Very much attached to me Minna greeted me with great 
]oy when she saw this beautiful grey parrot for she regarded 
it 88 8& self-evldent proof that 工 should do something in jlife. 
We already had a pretty jlittle dog，born on the day of the first 
有 azexizt rehearsal ip Dresden，which，owing to ite passionate 
devotion to myself，was much petted by all who knew me and 
visited my house during those years。 TIhis sociable bird， 
whblich had no vices and was an apt scholar，now formed an 
addition to our household; and the pair did much to brighten 
our dwelling in the absence of children。 My wife soon taught 
the bird snatches of songs from Rarenzz，with which it would 
good-naturedly greet me from aa distance when it heard me 
coming Up the stairs. 

And thus at last my domestic hearth seemed to be estab- 
]shed with every possible prospect of a comfortable competency. 

No further excursions for the performance of any of my 
opera8s took place, for the simple reason that no such perform- 
anceg Were given. As 工 saw it w8s quite clear that the diffu- 
sion of my works through the theatrical world would be a very 
sl]ow business， 工 concluded that this was probably due to the 
fact that no adaptations of them for the piano existed， 工 
therefore thought that 工 should do well to press forward suceh 
an lssUe at 8]l costs, and in order to secure the expected profits， 
工 hit upon the idea of publishing at my own expense。 工 
accordingly made arrangements with 下 。 Meser，the court 
music-dealer，who had hitberto not got beyond the publication 
of a valse，and signed an agreement with him for his frm to 
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appear 8a8 the nominal publishers on the understanding that 
they should receive & commission of ten per cent，wWhilst 工 
providqed the necessary capital. 

As there were two operas to be issued，inceluding 瓦 iemiztz，8 
work of exceptional buljk, it was not likely that these publica- 
tion8 would prove very profitable unless，in addition to the 
usual piano selections， 工 also published adaptations，such as 
the musie without words，for duet or 8olo。 or this a fairly 
large capital was necessary。 工 also needed funds for the repay- 
ment of the loans already mentioned, and for the settlement of 
old debts，as well as to pay o 企 the remalining expenses of my 
house-furnishing. 工 was therefore obliged to try and procure 
much larger sums.， 工 laid my project and its motive before 
Schr5der-Devrient,， who had just returned to Dresden, at 卫 aster， 
1844, to fulfil a fresh engagement. She believed in tbhe future 
of my works，recognised the pecullarity of my position，88 wel] 
8a8 the correctness of my caleculations，and declared her willing- 
nes8 to provide the necessary Gaital for the publication of 
Imy operas，refusing to consider the acet 88 one invyolving any 
88crifice on her part. 工 his money she proposed to get by 
selling out her invyestments in 了 Polish state-bonds，and 工 was 
to pay the customary rate of interest. The thing was 80 e8sily 
done，and seemed so much a matter of course，that 工 at onoce 
made all needful arrangements with my Leipzig printerz，and 
set to work on the publication of my operas. 

When the amount of work delivered brought with it a 
demand for considerable payments on account， 工 approached 
Imy friend for a first advance。 And here 工 became confronted 
with a new phase of that famous lady's life，which placed me 
in 8& position whlieh proved as disastrous as it was unexpected. 
After having broken away from the unlucky Herr von Miinch- 
hausen some time previously，and returned，8s it appeared， 
with penitential ardour to her former connection with my 
friend，Hermnann Miiller, it now turned out hat she had found 
no real satisfaction in this fresh relationship。 On the contrary， 
the star of her being，whom she had so long and ardently 
desired，had now at last arisen in the person of another lieu- 
tenant of the Guards. With a vehemence which made light 
of her treachery to her old friend，she elected this alim young 
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man，whose moral and intellectual weaknesses were patent to 
every 86ye，88 the chosen keystone of her jlifes love。 He 
took the good luck that befell him so seriously，that he would 
brook no jesting，and at once laid hands on thbe fortune of his 
future wife，as8 he conslidered that it wa8 disadvantageously 
and insecurely invested，and thought that he knew of much 
more proftable ways of employing it。 My friend therefore 
explained，with much pain and evident embarrassment，that 
she had renounced all control over her capital，and was unable 
to keep her promilse to me. 

Owing to this 工 entered upon a series of 人 and 
troubles which henceforth dominated my life，and plunged me 
into sorrows that left their dismal mark on 8U my subsequent 
enterprises。 It wa8 clear tbhat I could not now abandon the 
proposed plan of publication。 The only satisfactory solution 
of my perplexities was to be found in the execution of my 
project and the success which 工 boped would attend it。 工 was 
compelled，therefore， to turn a1 my energies to the ralsing of 
the money wherewith to publish my two operags to which in 
8]] probability Tonyrjiinlser would shortly have to be added. 工 
frst applied to my friends，and in 8ome cases had to pay 
”exorbitant rates of interest，even for short termas、 下 or the 
present these details are sufficient to prepare the reader 
for the catastrophe towards which 工 was Dnow inevitably 
drifting. 

The hopelessness of my position did not at first reveal itself. 
There seemed no reason to despair of the eventual spread of my 
operatic works among the theatres in Germany，though my 
experience of them indicated that the process would be slow. 
In spite of the depressing experiences in Berlin and 瑟 amburg， 
there were many encouraging signs to be seen。 Above al， 
尺 ?en2t maintained its position in favour of the people of 
Dresden，a place which undoubtedly ooccupied 8 position of 
great importance，especially during the summer months，when 
80 many strangers from all parts of the world pass through it. 
-My opera，which was not to be heard anywhere else，was 
in great request，both among the Germans and other visitors， 
and WwW88 8lways recelved with marked approbation，which 
sUrprised Ime very much。 Thus 8a performance of 羽 yenz?， 
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especially in summer，became quite a Dionysian revelry， 
whose effect upon me could not fail to be encouraging、. 

On one occasion Liszt was 8mong the number of these 
visitors。 As Renzl did not happen to be in the repertoire 
when he arrived，he induced the management at his earnest 
request to arrange & special performance。 工 met him between 
the acts in IIichatschek's dressing-room，and was heartily 
encouraged and touched by his almost enthusiastie apprecia- 
tion，expressed in his most emphatic manner. The kind of 
life to which Liszt was at that time condemned，and which 
bound him to aa perpetual environment of distracting and 
exciting elements，debarred us from all more intimate and 
frultful intercourse。 Yet from this time onward 工 continued 
to _ receive constant testimonlies of the profound and jlasting 
immpression 工 had made upon him， as well as of his sympathetice 
Temembrance of me。 rom varlious parts of the world，wher- 
ever his triumphal progress led him，people，chiefty of the 
Upper classes，came to Dresden for the purpose of hearing 
尼 :enzzt。 工 hey had been so interested by Liszt's reports of 
my work，and by his playing of various selections from it， 
that they al came expecting something of unparalleled 
importance。 

Besides these indications of Liszt's enthusiastic and friendly 
8ympathy，other deeply touching testimonies appeared from 
different quarters。 The startling beginning made by Werder， 
on the occaslon of his midnight visit after the second perform- 
ance of the 达 1ieqendey 瓦 olinder in Berlin，was shortly after- 
wards followed by a simllarly unsolicited approach in the form 
of an effusive letter from an edqually unknown personage, Alwine 
rommann，who afterwards became my faithful friend。 After 
my departure from Berlin she heard Schroder-Devrient twice in 
the 太 leqendey 瑟 o1167der and the letter in which she described 
the effect produced Upon her by my work conveyed to me 
for the first time the vigorous and profound sentiments of a 
deep and confdent recognition such as seldom falls to the lot 
of even the greatest master，and cannot fail to exercise 8& 
weighty infuence on his mind and spirit，which long for self- 
confidence. 

工 have no very vivid recollections of my own doings during 
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this first year of my position as conductor in &a sphere of action 
which gradually grew more and more familiar. or the anni- 
versary of my appointment，8nd to some extent 88 8 personal 
recognition， 工 wasg commissioned to proceure Guck's 4rmazda. 
This we performed in March，1843，with the co-operation of 
Schr5der-Devrient，just before her temporary departure from 
Dresden.， Great importance was attached to this production， 
because，at the same moment，Meyerbeer was inaugurating 
his general-directorship in Berlin by a performance of the same 
work。 Indeedq, it was in Berlin that the extraordinaTy respect 
entertained for such a commemoration of Gluck had its origin. 
工 was told that Meyerbeer went to Rellstab with the score of 
4rmatdu in order to obtain hints as to its correct interpretation， 

As not long afterwards 工 also heard a strange story of two 
8ilver candlesticks，wherewith the famous composer was said 
to have enlightened the no less famous critie wbhen showing 
him the score of higs FelCoqer 刀 cyeszen 工 decided to attach 
no great importance to the instructions he might have recelived， 
but rather to help myself by a careful handling of this di 和 鱼 cult 
score，38nd by introducing some softness into it through modu- 
lating the variations in tone 8s much as possible. 工 had thbe 
gratifcation later of receiving an exceedingly warm apprecia- 
tion of my rendering from Herr 卫 duard Devrient，a great 
Guck connoisseur.， After hearing this opera as8 presented 
by us，and _ comparing it with the Berlin performance，he 
heartily praised the tenderly modulated character of our 
rendering of certain parts，which，he said，had been given im 
Berlin with the coarsest bluntness.。 了 e mentioned, as a striking 
instance of this，a brief chorus in CO major of male and female 
nymphs in the third act，By the introducetion of a more moderate 
le7mD0 and very soft ptazO 工 had tried to free this from the 
original coarseness with which Devrient had heard it rendered 
in Berlin 一 presumably with traditional fdqelity.。 My most 
innocent device，and one which 工 frequently adopted，for 
disguising the irritating sti 人 ness or thbe orchestral movement 
in the original, was 8 careful modifeation of the Basso-comtz7zt0， 
whlch was taken uninterruptedly in common time,， This 工 
felt obliged to remedy，partly by eqato playing，and partly by 
2D1221Cat0。 
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Our management were lavish in their expenditure on ex- 
ternals，especlally decoration，and as 8 8pectacular opera the 
piece drew fairly large houses，thus earning me the reputation 
of being a very suitable conductor for Gluck，and one who was 
in close sympathy with him. Ihisg result was the more con- 
spicuous from the fact that 7P1a9Ie7ziaa 1 Tau7rts which is a far 
SUperior work，8and in which Devrient's interpretation of the 
title-r0le was admirable had been performed to empty houses. 

I had to live upon this reputation for a long time, as it often 
bappened that 工 was compelled to give inferior performances 
of repertoire pieces，lncluding Mozart's operas。 Ihe medio- 
crity of these was particularly disappointing to those who， 
after my succesg in 47rmzda，had expected a great deal from 
my rendering of these pieces，and were much disappoint6d in 
consequence。 卫 ven sympathetic hearers sought to explain tbeir 
disappointment on the ground that 工 did not appreciate Mozart 
and_ could not understand him. But they failed to realise 
how impossiblje it was for me，88 & Imere conductor，to exerclse 
any real infuence on such desultory performances，which were 
merely given 88 stopgaps，8&nd often without rehearsal. JIn- 
deed，in this matter 工 often found myself in a false position， 
which，as 工 was powerless to remedy it，contributed not 8& 
little to render Unbearable both my new ofce and my de- 
pendence upon the meanest motives of a pajltry theatrical rou- 
tine，8already overweighted with the cares of business.。 工 his， 
in fact，became worse than 工 hbad expected，in spite of my 
previous knowledge of the precariousness of such a life。 My 
colleague Reissiger，to whom from time to time 工 poured out 
my woes regarding the scant attention given by the general 
management to our demands for the maintenance of correct 
representationg in thbe reahlm of opera，comforted me by say- 
ing that I like himself，would sooner or later relinqulsh all 
these fads and submit to the inevitable fate of a conductor. 
Thereupon he proudly smote bis stomach，and hoped that 工 
might soon be able to boast of one as round as his own 

I _ received further provocation for my growing dislike of 
these jog-trot methods from &a eloser acquaintance with the 
spirit in which even eminent conductors undertook the repro- 
duction of our masterpieces。 During this first year Mendelssohn 
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was invited to conduct bis 人 上 .Paul for one of the Palm Sunday 
concerts in the Dresden chapel，which was famous at that 
time。 IThe knowledge 工 thus acquired of thig work，under such 
favourable circumstances，Ppleased me 8o much，that 工 made 
8 fresh attempt to approach the composer with sincere and 
friendly motives; but a remarkable conversation whbich 工 had 
with him on the evening of thisg performance quickly and 
strangely repelled my impujse。 After the oratorio Reisslger 
was to produce Beethoven's Eighth Symphony。 工 hadq noticed 
in the preceding rehearsal that Reissiger had fallen into the 
error of all the ordinary conductors of this work by taking the 
tempo 人 ytitletto of the third movement at a meaningless 
waltz time，whereby not only does the whole piece lose its 
imposing character, but the trio is rendered absolutely ridqiculous 
by the impossibility of the violoncello part being interpreted 
at such & 8peed， 工 bad called Reissiger's attention to this 
defect，and he acquiesced in my opinion，promising to take 
the part in question at true ?nt7iletlto te]0。 工 related this to 
Mendelssohn，when he was resting after his own performance 
in the box beside me，listening to the symphony。 了 e，too， 
acknowledged that 工 was right，and thought thbat it ought to be 
played as 工 said. And now the third movement began. Reis- 
8iger，who, it 18 true， did not possess the needful power suddenly 
to impress 80 Imomentous & change of time Upon his orchestra 
with success，followed the usual custom and took the iemzpo 
da ntz7ltletto in the same old waltz time. Just as 工 was about 
to express my anger，Mendelssohn gave me 8a friendly nod，as 
though he thought that this was what 工 wanted, and that 工 bad 
understood the music in thig way。 工 was 80 amazed by this 
complete absence of feeling on thbe part of the famous musician， 
that 工 was struck dumb，and thenceforth my own particular 
opinion of Mendelssohn _ gradually matured，an opinion which 
was afterwards confirmed by 了 及. Schumann. The latter，in 
expressing the sincere pleasure he had felt on listening to the 
time at which 工 had taken the first movement of Beethoven?s 
Ninth Symphony，told me that he had been compelled to hear 
it year after year taken by Mendelssohn at a perfectly dis- 
tracting speed. 

Amid my yearning anxiety to exert 80me infuence upon the 
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spirit in which our noblest masterpieces were executed, 工 hada 
to struggle against the profound dissatisfaction 工 felt with my 
employment on the ordinary theatre repertoire。 It was not 
until Palm Sunday of the year 1844, just after my dispiriting 
expedition to 也 amburg， that my desire to conduct the Pastoral 
Symphony was satisffed. But many faults still remaineq un- 
remedied，and for the removal of these 工 had to adopt indqirect 
methods which gave me much trouble. or instance，at these 
famous concerts the arrangement of the orchestra，the mem- 
bers of which were seated in a long，thin，semicircular row 
round the chorus of singers，wa8 80 inconceivably stupid that 
it required the explanation given by Reissiger to make me 
understand such folly. He told me that all these arrange- 
ments dated from the time of the late conductor Morlacchi， 
who，as an Italian composer of operas，had no true realisa- 
tion of the Importance of the orchestra nor of ites necessities。 
When，therefore， 工 asked why they had permitted him to 
meddle with things he did not understand，I learned that the 
preference shown to this Italian，both by the court and the 
general management，even in opposition to Carl Maria von 
Weber，had always been absolute and brooked no contradic- 
tion。 工 was Warned that，even now，Wwe 8hould experience 
great dij 伍 culty in ridding ourselves of these inhberited vices， 
because the opinion still prevailed in the highest circles that 
he must have understood best what he was about. 

Once more my childish memories of the eunuceh Sassaroli 
fashed through my mind，and 工 remembered the warning of 
Weber's widow as to the signifcance of my succession to her 
husband's post of conduetor in Dresden。 But, in spite of all 
this，our performance of the 了 Pastoral Symphony succeeded 
beyond expectation，and the incomparable and wonderfully 
stimulating enjoyment，which 工 was in future to derive from 
my intercourse with Beethoven's works，now first enabled me 
to realise his prolifte strength. 了 且 5ckel shared in this enjoy- 
ment with heartfelt sympathy; he supported me with eye 
and e8r at every rehearsal，always stood by my side，andq wa8 
at one with me both in his appreciation and his aimas. 

After this encouraging sucecess 工 was to receive the grati- 
fcation of another triumph in the summer，which，although 让 
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Was of no particular moment from the musical point of view， 
was of great social importance。 The 及 ing of Saxony，towards 
whom，as 工 have already said， 工 had felt warmly drawn when 
he was Prince Friedrich，was expected home from a long visit 
to England.， The reports received of his stay there had greatly 
rejoiced my patriotie soul. While this homely monarch，who 
shrank from all pomp and noisy demonstration，was in England， 
it happened that the Tsar Nicholas arrived quite unexpectedly 
on 8 Visit to the Queen。 In his honour great festivities and 
Imjlitary reviews were held，in which our 及 ing，much against 
his will，was obliged to participate，and he was consequently 
compelled to receive the enthusiastie acclamations of the 上 ng- 
lish crowd，who were most demonstrative in showing their 
preference for him，asg compared with the unpopular Tsar. 
This preference was also reflected in the newspapers，80 that 8& 
fattering incense foated over from England to our little Saxony 
which flledq us all with a peculiar pride in our 及 ing， While 工 
Was in this mood， which absorbed me completely, 工 learned that 
preparations were being made in Leipzig for a special welcome 
to the 玉 ing on his return，which was to be further dignifed 
by a musical festival in the directing of which Mendelssohn 
was to take part，' 工 made inquiries as to what was going to be 
done in Dresden，and learned that the 及 ing did not propose to 
call there at all，but was going direct to his summer residence 
at Pilinitz. 

A moment'e reflection showed me that this would only further 
my desire of preparing a pleasant and hearty reception for his 
Majesty. As 工 was 8a servant of the Crown，any attempt on 
my part to render an act of homage in Dresden might have 
had the appearance of an o 伍 cial parade which would not be 
admilssiblje。 工 selzed the idea, therefore, of hurriedly collecting 
togethber al who could either play or sing，so that we might 
perform a Reception song hastily composed in honour of the 
event.。 工 he obstacle to my plan was that my Director Liitti- 
chau Was Way at one of his country seats。 工 o come to an 
Understanding with my colleague Reisslger would，moreover， 
have involved delay，and given the enterprise the very aspect 
of an o 伍 cial ovation which 工 wished to avold。 As no time was 
to be lost, 计 anything worthy of the occaslion was to be done 一 
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as the 及 ing was due to arrive in a few days 一 工 avalled myselI 
of my position as conduetor of the Glee Club, and summoned al 
its singers and instrumentalists to my aid。 In addition to thbese， 
工 invited the membersg of our theatrical company，and also 
those of the orchestra, to join us。 This done， 工 drove quickly 
to Pillnitz to arrange matters with the Lord Chamberlain， 
whom 工 found favourably disposed towards my project。 工 he 
only leisure I could snatch for composing the verses of my song 
and setting them to musie was during the rapid drive there 
and back, for by the time 工 reached home 工 had to have every 
thing ready for the copyist and lithographer. The agreeablie 
sensation of rushing through the warm summer air and lovely 
country，coupled with the sincere affection with which 工 was 
inspired for our German Prince，and whlich had prompted my 
effort，elated me and worked me up to a high piteh of tension， 
in which 工 now formed a clear conception of the lyrical outlines 
of the“ 了 Tarmjaalser March,”which frst saw the light of day 
on the occasion of this royal welecome。 工 soon afterwarqs de- 
veloped this theme, and thus produced the march which became 
the most popular of the melodies 工 had hitherto composed. 
On the next day it had to be tried over with a hundred and 
twenty instrumentalists and three hundred singers。 工 had 
taken the liberty of inviting thbem to meet me on the stage of 
the Court Theatre，where everything went o 任 capitally。 卫 very 
one Was delighted，and 工 not the least so，wWhen &a messenger 
arrived from the directorz，who had just returned to town， 
reqduesting an immediate interview。 Liittichau was enraged 
beyond measure at my high-handed proceedings in this matter， 
of which he had been informed by our good friend Reissiger. 
Jf his baronial coronet had been on his head during this inter- 
view，it would assuredly have tumbled o 企 ， The fact that 工 
should have conducted my negotiations in person with the 
court 0 伍 clalsg，and could report that my endeavours had met 
with extraordinarily prompt Success，aroused his deepest fury， 
for the chief importance of his own position consisted in always 
representing everything which had to be obtained by these 
mean8 88 SUTrrounded by the greatest obstacles，and hedged 
in by the strictest etiquette。 工 offered to cancel everything， 
but that only embarrassed him the more。 工 thereupon asked 
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him what he wanted me to do, if the plan was still to be carried 
out。 On this point he seemed uncertain，but thought 工 had 
shown 8 great lack of fellow-feeling ip having not only lignored 
him，but Reissiger as well， 工 answered that 工 was perfectly 
ready to handq over my composition and the conducting of the 
piece to Reissiger。_But he could not swallow this，as he really 
hadq an exceedingly poor opinion of Reissiger，of which 工 was 
very well aware。 His real grievance Was that 工 had arranged 
the whole business with the Lord Chamberlain，Herr von 
Reizenstein，who was his personal enemy，and he added that 工 
could form no conception of the rudeness he had been obliged 
to endure from the hands of this of8cial]， This outburst of 
confdence made it easier for me to exhibit an 8lmost sincere 
emotion，to which he responded by a shrug of the shoulders， 
meaning that he must resign himself to a disagreeable necessity. 

But my project Was even more 8eriously threatened by the 
wretched weather than by this storm with the director; for 让 
rained all day in torrents。 JIf it lasted，whlch it seemed only 
too likely to do, 工 could hardqly start on the special boat at five 
ooclock in the morning，8s proposed，with my hundreds of 
helpers, to give an early morning concert at Pillnitz，two hours 
away。 工 anticipated such a disaster with genuine dismay. 
Bnut 有 ickel consoled me by saying that 工 could rely upon it that 
we should have glorious weather the next day; for 工 was lucky! 
This belief in my luck has followed me ever since, even down to 
my latest days; and amid the great mlsfortunes which have so 
often hampered my enterprises， 工 hbave felt as if this statement 
were 8 Wicked insujlt to fate。， Bnut this time, at least, my friend 
was right; the 1l2th of August， 1844 was from sunrise till late 
at night the most perfect summer day that 工 can remember in 
my whbhoje life。 TIhe sensation of blissful content with which 
Isaw my light-hearted legion of gaily dressed bandsmen and 
singers gathering through the auspicious morning miste on 
board our steamer，swelled my breast with a fervent faith i 
Iny lucky star. 

By my friendqly impetuosity 工 aad succeeded in overcoming 
Reissigers smouldering resentment，and had persuaded him 
to share the honour of onur undertaking by conduecting the per- 
formance of my composition himself. When we arrived at the 


334 MY LIKE 


spot，everything went o 企 splendidljy. The 玫 King and royal 
family were visgibly touched, and in the evil times that followed 
the Queen of Saxony spoke of this occasion，I am told，with 
pecujiar emotion， as the fairest day of her life。 After Reissiger 
had wielded his baton with great dignity，and 工 bad sung with 
the tenors in the choir，we two conductors were SUmmoned to 
the presence of the royal family. The 及 ing warmly expressed 
his thanks，while tbhe Queen paid us the high compliment of 
sayling that 工 composed very well and that Reissiger conducted 
very well. 也 il8 Majesty asked us to repeat the last three 
stanZas Onl]y，8s，owing to 8 painful ujcerated tooth，he could 
not remain much ljonger out of doors。 工 rapidly devised &a 
combined evolution，the remarkably successful execution of 
whlich 工 am very proud, even to this day。 工 had the entire song 
repeated，but，in accordance with the 及 ing's wish，only one 
verse W88 SUng in ouUr Original crescent formation。 At the 
beginning of the second verse 工 made my four hundred un- 
discelplined bandsmen and singers fle of in a march through 
the garden，which，8as they gradually receded，was 80 arranged 
that the fnal notes could only reach the royal ear as an echoing 
dream-song. Thanks to my unexampled activity and ever- 
present help，this retreat was 8s0 steadily carried out that not 
the slightest fajltering was perceptible either in time or delivery， 
and the whole might have been taken for a carefully rehearsed 
theatrical manouvre. On reaching the castle court we found 
that，by the Queen's kindly forethought，an ample breakfaast 
had been provided for our party on the lawn，where the tables 
were already spread. We often saw our royal hostess herse 才 f 
busily supervising the attendants，or moving with excited de- 
light about the windows and corridors of the castle. 卫 very 
eye beamed rapture to my soul，as the successfu]l author of the 
general happiness, and 工 almost felt amid the glories of that day 
8a8 though the millennium had been proclaimed. After roaming 
in 8 body through the lovely grounds of the castje，and not 
omitting to pay a visit to the 玉 eppgrund which had been so dear 
to me in my youth，we returned late at night，and in the 
highest spirits，to Dresden. 

Next morming 工 was again summoned to the presence of the 
director。 But a change had come over him during the nlght. 
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As I began to offer my apologies for the anxiety 工 had caused 
him，the tall thin man，with the hard dry face，seized me by 
the hand and addressed me with a rapturous expresslion，which 
工 am sure no one else ever 88W 0n his face。 He told me to say 
no Imore 8bout these anxieties。 工 was 8 great man，3and 8oon 
n0O one would know anything about him，whereas 工 should 
be universally admired and loved. 工 was deeply moved，and 
Wished only to express Iny embarrassment at 80 Unexpected an 
outburst，when he kindly interrupted me and sought an escape 
from his own emotion in good-humoured confidences。 了 e re- 
ferred，with a smile，to the self-denial which had yielded the 
Place of honour on so extraordinary 8n occasion to an Unde- 
serving man like Reissiger。 When 工 assured him that this acet 
had afforded me the liveliest satisfaction，and that 工 had my- 
self persuaded my colleague to take the baton，he confessed 
that at last he began to understand me，but failed altogether 
to comprehend how the other could accept & position to which 
he had no right. 

Liittichau's altered attitude towards me Was8 Such that for 
s0me ftime ouUr lntercourse on matters of business assumed an 
almost confdential tone， But， unfortunately，in course of time 
things changed for the worse，80 that our relationship be- 
came one of open enmity; Devertheless，& certain peculliar 
tenderness towards me on the part of this singular man WwW88 
always clearly perceptible。 Indeed， 工 might almost say that 
Inuch of his subsequent abuse of me sounded more like the 
strangely perverted plaints of a love that met with mno response. 

or my holiday this year 工 went，early in September，to 
ischers vineyard，near oschwitz，not far from the famous 
indlater vineyard，where，somewhat late in the year，I rented 
8 SUmmer reslidence。 Here，under the kindly and strengthen- 
ing stimulus of six week of open-air life,，I composed my musie 
for the second act of 7armjialser，which 工 completed by the 
15th of October。 During this period a performance of 尼 xewztz 
was given before an audience of no ordinary importance。 上 or 
thigs event 工 went up to town。 ASpontini，Meyerbeer，pnd 
General 工 wof，the composer of the Russian National Anthem， 
were seated together in a stage box. 工 sought no opportunity 
of learning the impression made by my opera upon these learned 
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judges and magnates of the musical world， It was enough for 
me to have the complacent satisfaction of knowing thbat they 
had heard my oft-repeated work performed before a crowded 
house and amid overwhelming applause， 工 was delighted at 
the close of the opera to have my jlittje dog Peps， which had run 
after me al] the way from the country，brought to me; and 
without waiting to greet the 了 uropean celebrities， 工 drove of 在 
with it at once to our quiet vineyard，where Minna was greatly 
relieved to recover her little pet，which for hours she had 
believed to be lost. 

”Here 工 also recelved a visit from Werder，the man whose 
friendship 工 had made in Berlin under such dramatic circum- 
stances。 But this time he appeared in ordinary human gulse， 
beneath the kindly light of heaven，by which we disputed in 
8 friendly way concerning the true worth of the Feqender 
Zrollande my mlind having somewhat turned against thlg work 
since 了 Ta?z71iiLser had got into my head。 It certainly seemed 
odd to find myself contradicted on this point by my friend， 
and to receive instruction from him on the signifcance of my 
own WoIk。 

When we returned to our winter quarters 工 tried to avoid 
aljlowing so lengthy an interval to elapse between the compo- 
sition of the second and thirq acts as haq separated that of 
the frst and second.。 JIn spite of many absorbing engage- 
ments Isucceeded in my aim。 By carefuljly eultivating 8 
habit of taking solitary walks，and thanks to their soothing 
infhuence over me， 工 managed to fnish the music of Acet iii. 
by the 29th of December,， that is to say，before the end of the 
year. 

During this period my time was otherwise very seriously 
occupied by a visit paid us by Spontini with reference to a 
proposed presentation of his Testalzz, the preparation for which 
had just begun。 The singular episodes and characteristic 
features of the intercourse whbich 工 thus gained with this emi- 
nent and hoary-headed master 8are still so vividly imprinted on 
my memory that they seem worthy of a Place in this record. 

Since，with the co-operation of Schr5der-Devrient，we coujd， 
on the whole, rely upon an admirable presentation of the oper8， 
I had inspired Liittiohau with the idea of inviting Spontini to 
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undertake the personal superintendence of his justly famouns 
work. He had just left Berlin for ever，after enduring great 
humiliation there，and such an invitation at this moment 
would be a well-timed proof of respect。 This was accordingly 
sent，and as8 工 had myself been entrusted with the conductor- 
ship of the opera, 工 was given the singular task of deciding thig 
point with the master。 My letter，it appears，ajlthough written 
in Erench, inspired him with a high opinion of my zeal for the 
enterprise，and in 8a gracious reply he informed me what his 
Special wishes were regarding the 8rrangements to be made 
for his collaboration.。 As far as the vocalists were concerned， 
and seeing that a Schrbder-Devrient was among the number， 
he frankly expressed his satisfaction。 As for chorus and ballet， 
he took it for granted that nothing would be lacking to the 
dignity of the performance; and finally，as regarded the 
orchestra，hbe expected that this also would be sure to please 
him，as he presumed it contained the necessary complement 
of excellent instrumente which，to use his own words， “he 
hoped would furnish the performance with twelve good contra- 
bassi” (1e loutl 9amia de aorze boyiiEs cozlt1e-Dasses). 工 his 
phrase bowjled me over，for the proportion thus bluntiy stated 
in fgures gave me 80 logical a conception of his exalted expec- 
tations，that 工 hurried away at once to the director to warn 
him that the enterprise on which we had embarked would not， 
after all，prove 88 easy 88 we thought.， 也 is alarm was great， 
and he said that some plan must at once be devised for breaking 
of the engagement. 

When Schroder-Devrient heard of our dilemma，knowing 
ASpontini well，she laughed as though she would never stop at 
the ingenuous impudence with which we had issued our invi- 
tation。 A trifing indisposition from which she then suffered 
provided a reasonable excuse for a delay，more or less pro- 
longed, and this she generously placed at our qisposal. Spontini 
had，in fact，urgedq us to use all possible despatch in the 
execuntion of our project，{for，as he was impatiently awaited in 
Paris，he could spare us but little time。 It fell to my lot to 
weave the tissue of innocent deceptions by which we hoped to 
divert the master from 8a definite acceptance of ouz inyitation。 
Now we could breathe again and duly began rehearsing， But 
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on the very day before we proposed to hold our ful-dress 
rehearsal at our leisure，lo and beholdl about noon 8a carriage 
drove up to my door, in which, clad in a long blue coat of pilot- 
cloth,，sat no other than the haughty master himself，whose man- 
ners resembjled those of a Spanish grandee。 Al unattended and 
greatly excited，he entered my room，showed me my letters， 
and proved from our correspondence that the invitation had 
not been declined，but that he had in al pointe aceurately 
complied with our wishes。 Forgetting for the moment al the 
possiblje embarrassments which might arisge，in Imy genuine de- 
light at beholding the wonderful man before me，and hearing 
bis work conducted by himself, 工 at once Undqertook to do every- 
thing 工 possibly could to meet his desires。 This declaration 工 
made with the utmost sincerity of zeal. He smiled with almost 
childlike kindliness on hearing me，and 工 at once begged him 
to conduet the rehearsal arranged for the morrow。 He thereupon 
grew suddenly thoughtfulj，and began to weigh the numeroug 
disadvantages of such an action on hisg part.， So acute did his 
agitation become that he had the greatest dij 值 cujty in expressing 
himself clearly on any point，and 工 found it no easy matter 
to inquire what arrangements on OUz part would persuade him 
to Undertake the morrow's rehearsal. After a moment's re- 
Hection he askedqd what sort of baton 工 was 8ccustomed to 
use when conducting. With my handqs I indicated the approxi- 
mate length and thickness of a medium-sized wooden rod，such 
88 OUIT choir-attendant was in the habit of suppjying，freshly 
covered with white paper。 He sighed，and asked if 工 thought 
it possibje to procure him by to-morrow & baton of black ebony， 
whose very respectable length and thickness he indicated by a 
gesture，and on each end of which a fairly large knob of ivory 
Was to be a 租 xed。 工 promised to have one prepared for the next 
rehearsal，which should at least be similar in appearance to 
what he desired，and another of the specifted materials in time 
for the actual performance。 Visibly relieved，he then passed 
his hand over his brow, and granted me permission to announce 
his consent to conduet on the following day。 After once more 
strzongly enforcing his instructions 88 to the baton, he went back 
to his hotel. 

工 seemed to be moving in a dream，8and hastened in a whirl- 
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wind of excitement to publish the news of what had happened 
-and was to be expected。 We were fairly trapped. kSchroder- 
Devrient offered to become our scapegoat，while I 工 entered into 
precise details with the theatre carpenter concerning thg baton. 
This turned out so far correct that it possessed the requisite 
jength and breadth，was black in its colour，and had two large 
white knobs。 Then came the fateful rehearsal]. Spontini was 
evidently 11 at ease on hlis seat in the orchestra。 irst of 
all he wished to have the oboists placed behind him.。 As thig 
partial change of poslition just at that moment would have 
caused much confusion in the disposition of the orchestra， 工 
promised to effect the alteration after the rehearsal。 He said 
no more，&8nd took up his baton。 In a moment 工 understood 
why he attached such lmportance to jlts form and size。 了 e 
held it not as other conductors do，by the endq，but gripped 让 
about the middle with his clenched fst，waving it so as to make 
it evident that he wielded his baton like a fieldq-marshal's sta 企 ， 
not for beating time，but for command. 

Confusion arose ln the very first scene，which was increased 
by the faet thbat the master's instructions，both to orchestra 
and singers，were rendered almost unintelligible by his confused 
nse of the German language. TIhis much at least we were 
s0on able to grasp，that he was particularly anxious to dis- 
abuse us of the idea that this was a full-dress rehearsal，and to 
show us thbat he was set upon 8 thorough re-study of the opera 
from the very beginning. Great，indeed，was the despair of 
my good old chorus-master and stage manager，Eischer 一 who 
before had enthusiastically advocated the invitation of Spontini 
一 When he recognised that the dislocation of our repertoire 
was nowW inevitable.。 This feeling swelled by degrees to open 
anger，in the blindness of which every fresh suggestion of 
ASpontini's appeared but frivolous fault-finding，to which he 
bluntly responded in the coarsest German. After one of the 
choruses Spontini beckoned me to his side and whispered : 
“Maas saVez-01S，108 Cjoeu7s 7 Conitent Da38 0 ; Whereupon 
ischer，regarding this with suspicion，shouted out to me in 
a rage: “What does the old hog want now?” and 工 had some 
trouble to pacify the speedily converted enthusiast. 

But our Imost serlious delay arose，during the first act， 
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through the evolutions of a triumphal march。 With the most 
vociferous emphasis the master expressed intense dissatisfac- 
tion with the apathetic demeanour of our popujace during the 
procession of vestal virgins。 He was quite unaware of the fact 
that，in obedience to our stage manager8s instructions，they 
had fallen on their knees upon the appearance of the jpriest- 
ess8e8; for he w88 80 excited，and withal so terribly short- 
sighted,， that nothing which appealed to the eye alone was per- 
ceptible to his senses。 What he demanded was hat the 了 oman 
army shoulqd manifest ite devout respect iD Imore drastic 
fashion by finging themselves as one man to the ground，and 
marking this by delivering 8a crashing blow of their spears on 
tbeir shields。 玉 ndless attempte were made，but some one 9- 
way8 clattered either too soon or too late.。 工 ben he repeated 
thbe action himself several times with bis baton on the desk，bnut 
all to no purpose; the crash was not su 值 ciently sharp and 
emphatic。 This reminded me of the Impression made upon 
me 80me years before in Berlin by the wonderful precisglon and 
almost alarming effect with which 工 had seen similar evolutions 
carried out in the play of erazazd Cortez, and 工 realized that 
it Would require an immedqiate and tedious accentuation of our 
customary softness of action in such manquvres before we 
could meet the fastidious master's requlirements。 At the end 
of the first act Spontini went on the stage himself，in order to 
give 8 detailed explanation of bis reasons for wishing to defer 
his opera for a considerable time，8so 88 to prepare by muljti- 
tudinous rehearsals for ite production in accordance with hls 
taste。 He expected to fnd the actors of the Dresden Court 
工 heatre gathbered there to hear him; but the company had 
already dispersed。 Singers and stage manager had hastily 
scattered in every direction to give vent，each in his own 
fashion，to the misery of the situation。 None but the work- 
men，lamp-cleaners，and 8a few of the chorus gathered in a 
semicircle around Spontini，in order to have a look at bat 
remarkable man，8as he held forth with wonderful effect on the 
requirements of true theatrical art， Turning towards the dis- 
mal scene， 工 gently and respectfully pointed out to Spontini 
the uselessness of his declamation，8and promised that every- 
thing should eventually be done precisely as he desired. 
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Finally，I succeeded in extricating him from the undignifed 
position in whieh，to my horror，he had been placed，by telling 
him that Herr FEduard Devrient，who had seen thbe Testalzm in 
Berlin，and earried every detail of the performance in his 
mind，should personally dril ourzr echorus and supers into & 
becoming solemnity during the reception of the vestals.。 工 Dis 
pacifed him，and we proceeded to settle on 8 plan for a series 
of rehearsals according to his wishes。 But, in spite of all thbils， 
I was the only person to whom this strange turn of a 他 airs was 
not unwelecome; for through the burlesque extravagances of 
Spontini，and notwithstanding his extraordinary eccentricities， 
which，however, 工 learned in time to understand,， II coud per- 
ceive the miraculous energy with which he pursued and attained 
an ideal of theatrical art such as in our days had become almost 
Unknown.。 

We began，therefore，with a pianoforte rehearsal，at which 
the master made a point of teling the singers what he wanted. 
He did not tel us anything new，however，for he said jlittle 
about the details of the rendering; on the other hand，he 
expatiated upon the general interpretation，and 工 noticed that 
in doing this，he had accustomed himself to make the most 
decided allowances for the great singers，especially Sochroder- 
Devrient and Tichatschek. The only thing he did was to forbid 
the latter to use the word Brauwl (bride) with which Licinius 
had to address Julia in tbhe German trzanslation; thls word 
sounded horrible in his ears，and he could not understand how 
anybody could set such a vulgar sound as that to music. He 
gave 8 long lecture，however， to the somewhat coarse and less 
talented singer who took the part of the high-priest，and ex- 
plained to him how to understand and interpret thig character 
from the dialogue (in recitative) between him and 也 aruspex. 
He told him that he must undqerstand that the whole thing 
was based upon priesteraft and superstition。 了 ontifex must 
make it clear that he does not fear his antagonist at the head 
of the Roman armny，because，should the worst come to the 
worst，he has his machines ready，which， 计 necessary，will 
mliraculously rekindle the dead fire of Vesta。， In this way，even 
though Julia should escape the sacrifice, the power of the Pr 
hood would stUl be unassailable. 
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During one of the rehearsals 工 asked Spontini why he，who， 
8a8 & rule， made such very effective use of the trombone,， should 
have left it entirely out in the magnifcent triumphal march 
of the first act.， Very much astonlshed he asked: “st-ce que 
1e 1 02 1D48 de trombozes8 ” 工 showed him the printed score， 
and he then asked me to add the trombones to the march，8o 
that， if possible, they might be used at the next rehearsal。 五 e 
also 8Mid:“vw az entfendu do7s Vol7re 了 ienzl 9 ?stru70C1 ，91E 
1V0LS CD1DE1eb Basse-tuDC 7e 7 VE 10S Dazi0t7 Cef 17281TUTT2ETE 
Ce ! orchestre: oztes Mr em WU1e Dazte DotUf 1 Vestale.” It gave 
me great pleasure to perform this task for him with al the 
care and good judgment 工 could dispose of When at the 
rehearsal he heard the effect for the first time，he threw me 8 
realy grateful glance, and so much appreciated the really simple 
addqitions 工 had made to his score, that a little later on he wrote 
Ime 8 very friendly letter from Paris in which he asked me 
kindly to send him the extra instrumental parts 工 had prepared 
for him. His pride would not allow him，however，to ask 
outright for something for which 工 alone had been responsible， 
80 he wrote:“ 瑟 ?0V0Vez-7T107 192E Daztlt01 Ge8 困 o1iD0728 DOUY 
Jo YaC7Cle 8 厅 LOWDj11e ef de Basse-lupa telle quUelle 0 6t6 
ezZ6czf6e 8048 Mi0 directom 0 Dryesde. Apart from this， 工 also 
showed how greatly 工 respected him，in thbhe eagerness with 
which，at his special request， 工 regrouped al the instruments 
in the orchestra， 有 e was forced to hisg request more by hablit 
thban by principle，and how very important it seemed to him 
not to make the slightest change in his customary arrangements， 
was proved to me when he explained his method of conducting. 
He conducted the orchestra，80 he salid，only with his eyes: 
“My left eye ls tbhe first violin， my Tight eye the second， and 证 
the eye 18 to have power，one must not wear glasse8 (88 80 
Iany bad conductors do)，even if one 18 short-slghted。， 工 ”he 
admitted confidentially,“cannot see twelve inches in front of 
me but all the same 工 can make them play as 工 want， merely 
by fxing them with my eye In sorme respects the arbitrary 
way in which he used to arrange his orchestra was really ver7 
irrational， rom his old days in Parlis he bad retained the 
habit of placing the two oboistes immediately behind him，and 
although this was a fad which owed its orlgin to a Imere 8ccident 
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it wa8 one to which he always adhered。 工 he consequence WaS 
that these players had to avert the mouthpiece of their instru- 
ments from the audience，and our excellent oboist was 80 angry 
about this arrangement, that it was only by dint of great diplo- 
macy that Isucceeded in pacifying him 

Apart from this，Spontini's method was based upon the ahb- 
solutely correct system (which even at the present time 1i8 mls- 
understood by some German orchestras) of spreading the string 
quartette over the whole orchestra。 Ihis system further con- 
sisted in preventing the brass and percusslon instruments from 
culminating in one point (and drowning each other) by divid- 
ing them on both sides，and by placing the more delicate wind 
instruments at 8 judicious distance from each other，thus form- 
ing & chain between the violins。 卫 ven some great and cele- 
brated orchestras of the present day still retain the custom of 
dividing the mass of instruments into two halves，the string 
and the wind instruments，an arrangement thbat denotes rough- 
ness 8nd 8 lack of understanding of the sound of the 
orchestra，which .ought to blend harmoniously and be well 
balanced. 

工 was Very glad to have the chance of introducing thils ex- 
eellent Improvement in Dresden, for now that Spontini himse1f 
had initiated lt, it was an ea8y matter to get the 玉 ingrs command 
to let the alteration stand，。 Nothing remained after Spontini's 
departure but to modify and correct certain eccentricitieg and 
arbitrary features in his arrangements; and from that moment 
I attained a high jevel of success with my orchestra. 

With all the peculiarities he showed at rehearsals, this excep- 
tional Iman fascinated both musicians and singers to such an 
extent that the production attracted quite an unusual amount 
of attention。 Very characteristie was the energy with which 
he inslsted on exceptionally sharp rhythmic accents; through 
his association with the Berlin orchestra he had acquired the 
habit of marking the note that he wished to be brought out 
with the word dzese (this)，which at frst was quite incompre- 
hensible to me The great singer Tichatechek，who had a posi- 
tive genius for rhythm，was highly pleased by this; for he 
also had acquired the habit of compelling the chorus to great 
precision in very important entries， and maintained that 让 one 
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only accentuated the first note properly，the rest followed as a 
matter of course。 On the whole, therefore,，a spirit of devotion 
to the master gradually pervaded the orchestra; the violas 
alone bore him a grudge for a while，and for this reason。 JI 
the accompaniment of the lugubrious cantllena of Julia at the 
end of the second act，he would not put up with the way in 
which the violas played the horribly sentimental accompani- 
ment。 Suddenly turning towards them he called in a sepulehral 
tone, “Are the violas dying?” IThe two pale and incurably 
Imelancholy old men who held on tenaciously to their posts in 
the orchestra，notwithstandinrg their right to a pension，stared 
at Spontini with real fright，reading a threat in his words，and 
工 had to explain Spontinis wish in sober language in order to 
call them back to life. 

On the stage Herr 了 duard Devrient helped very materially 
in bringing about wondqerfully distinct ensemD1esy he also knew 
how to gatify a_ certain wish of Spontini's，which threw us 
al into tremendous confusion。 Jn accordance with the cuts 
adopted by all the German theatres，we too ended the opera 
with the fiery duet，supported by the chorus，between Licinius 
and Julia after their rescue。 The master, however，insisted on 
adding a lively chorus and bajllet to the fnale，according to the 
antiquated method of ending common to 下 rench opera sert0。 
了 e was absolutely against finishing his work with a digsmal 
churchyard episode; consequently the whole scene had to be 
altered。 Venus Was to shine resplendent in a rose bower， and 
the long-suffering lovere were to be wedded at her altar，amid 
lively dancing and singing，by rose-bedecked priests and priest- 
esse8。 We performed it like thlis，but unluckily not with the 
8Uccess We had all hoped for. 

In the course of the production，which was proceeding with 
wonderful accuracy and verve，we came across 8 di 伍 culty with 
regard to the principal part for which none of us had been 
prepared。， Our great Schrider-Devrient was obviously no longer 
of an age to give the desired effect as the youngest of the vestal 
Virgins; she had acquired matronly contours，and her age 
Was Imoreover accentuated by the extremely girlish-looking high- 
priestess with whom she had to act，and whose youth jit 
was diffcult to dissimulate。 This was my niece，Jobhanna 
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Wagner，who，because of her marvellous voice and great talent 
88 8n actress，made every one in the audience long to see the 
parts of the two women reversed. Sochroder-Devrient， who 
wa8 well aware of this fact，tried by every effective means in 
her power to overcome her most di 佳 cult position ; this effort， 
however，resulted not infrequently in great exaggeration and 
straining of the voice，and in one very important place her 
part was 88dly overacted. When，after the great trio in the 
second act, she had to gasp the words，“er 18 frez” (he is free ”)， 
and to Inove away from her rescued lover towards the front of 
the stage，she made the Imistake of speaking tbhe words lnstead 
of singling thbem. 

She had often proved the effect of a decisive word uttered 
with an ex8ggerated and yet careful imitation of the ordinary 
accents of the spoken language，by exciting the audience'8 
wildest enthusiasm when she almost whispered the words， 
“Nocj etmem chmztt ad du ptst todt/ (Just one more step and 
thou art deadl ) in Fadelzo. TIhis terrifice effect，which 工 too 
had felt，was produced by the shock 一 like unto the blow of an 
executionerT's axe 一 Which 工 received on suddenjy coming down 
from the ldeal sphere to which music itself can exalt the most 
awful situations, to the naked surface of dreadful reality。 工 his 
sensation Was due simmply to the knowledge of the utmost 
height of the sublime，and the memory of the impression 工 
recelved led me to call that particular moment the moment 
of lightning;j for it was 8s if two different worlds that Imeet， 
and yet are divided，were suddenly illumined and revealed 
88 by 8 fash. Ihoroughly to understand such a moment，and 
not to treat it wrongly，was the whojle secret，and this 工 fully 
realised on that day from the absolute failure on the great 
singer'8 part to produce the right effect， The toneless，hoarse 
way in which she uttered the words was like throwing cold 
water over the audience and myself，and not one of those 
present could see any more in the incident than a botched 
theatrical effect. It i8 possible that the publie had expected 
too Iuch，for they were curious to see Spontini conduct，and 
thbe prices had been raised accordingly; it may also have been 
thbat the whole style of the work，with ite antiquated 上 rench 
plot，seemed rather obsolete in spite of the majestie beauty 
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of the music; or，perhaps，the very tame end left the same 
cold impression 8s Devrient's dramatic failure.。 JIn any case 
there was no real enthusiasm，and the only sigen of approval 
wa8 & rather lukewarm call for the celebrated master，who， 
covered with numerous decorations，made &a sad impresslon on 
me 88 he bowed his thanks to the audience for their very 
moderate applause. 

Nobody was less blind to the somewhat disappointing result 
than Spontini himself. He decided, however, to defy fate， and 
to this end had recourse to means which he had often employed 
in Berlin，in order to get packed houses for his operatie pro- 
ductions。 Ihus，he always gave Sunday performances，for 
experience had taught him that he could always have a full 
house on that day。 As the next Sunday on which hig Festalm 
was to be produced was still some time ahead，his prolonged 
stay gave US8 several more chances of enjoying his interesting 
company. 工 have such 8a vivid recojlection of thbhe hours spent 
with him either at Madame Devrient's or at my house，that 
I 工 shall be pleased to quote a few reminiscences。 

TI shall never forget a dinner at Schrider-Devrient's house 
at which we had a charming conversation with Spontini and 
his wife (a sister of the celebrated pianoforte maker，Erard). 
Spontinl generally listened deferentially to what the others had 
to say，his attitude being that of a man who expected to be 
asked for his opinion。 When he did speak in the end it was 
with a sort of rhetorical solemnity，in sharp and preclse sen- 
tences，categorical and well accentuated，which forbade con- 
tradiction from the outset. 也 err Ferdinand Hiller was among 
the invited guests，and he began to speak about Liszt After 
some time Spontini gave his opinion in his characteristic fashion， 
but in a spirit whlich showed only too clearly，that from the 
heights of his Berlin throne he had not judged the affairs 
of the world either with impartiality or goodwill. While he 
was ]aying down the law in this style he could not brook any 
interruption。 When，therefore，during the dessert the general 
conversation became livelier，and Madame Devrient happened 
to laugh with her nelighbour at the table in the midqle of a 
l]ong barangue of Spontinil s, he shot an extremely angry glance 
at his wife。 Madame Devrient apologised for her at once by 
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saying that 让 was she (Madame Devrient) who had been laugh- 
ing about some lines on 8 boxboz7zi26re，Whereupon Spontinil 
retorted : “Pouyztazit 1e SU43 SU 9UE CeSsf 20 eaie 0 0 
SLSCzt6 ce 96 7e 16 VEUWZ 1DQS ggUE 1 0 76 Gevanit 71002，76 10E 7 
7a7m0t18 Mi07，7aaz1ie 1e 86Erte2Z.” In spite of that he sometimes 
succeeded in being jovial， 上 or instance，it amused him to set 
us al wondering at the way in which he crunched enormous 
lumps of sugar with his marvellous teethb。 After dinner，when 
we drew our chairs closer together，he usually became very 
exclted. 

As far as he was capable of affection he seemed really to like 
Ime; he declared openly that he loved me，and said that he 
would prove this best by trying to keep me from the milsfortune 
of proceeding in my career 8s 8 dramatic composer。 了 He said 
he knew it would be di 鱼 cult to convince me of the value of this 
friendly service，but as he felt it his sacred duty to look after 
my happiness in this partieular line,， he was prepared to stay in 
Dresden for another half-year，during which period he sug- 
gested that we should produce his other operas，and especially 
49nes 7V01 openstaxfen，under his direction。 Io explain his 
Views about the fatal mistake of trying to succeed 88 a dramatic 
composer “after Spontini”he began by praising me in these 
terms: “uC 7az etendu yotre 了 ienzi，1raz dt cest tt 
Homamie Ce g6rzite， 10t18 GE1G 1 0 Dus jaoat gu 92 Petut azre. 
In order to show me what he meant by this paradox，he pro- 
ceeded as follows: “4pres Guwcl cest M0z gu aa oat 1 gra7tCe 
760071ut1om2 0VeC 1 Vestale; 1aa ?troauat Je Vorhalt de la sexte， 
(the suspension of the sixth) “cdars /ayzymiOzite ef 1 gr08Se catS8e@ 
Gas orcjpestrey 0Vec Cortez 1 az ant 7 Das Ge DJus em Ga1it ; 
DuUts fat antf trots pas avec Olympie。 Nurmahal, Aleidqor et toxvt 
Ce gue Ja? aazt da7s [es DTe7mte7S 1e7210S G 再 er Je 0018 1e8 1207e， 
cEtatzezit des OULV7E8 0CCa81O700LE11es， ICTS Ceptt3 71 0a2 aat cenit Das 
em CO01t VEC Agnes de 也 ohenstaufen， ou 7 az 2W700GIUM6E 7 61020104 
Ge 1orchestre 7emDVCCat Da7Faateraezit 10O7g91E. 

Since then he had tried his hand at a newW work，Pes 4 太 E7zx- 
elES， the Crown Prince (now 玉 ing of Prussia 1) had urged 
him to fnish this work，and to testify to the truth of his words， 
he took several letters which he had received from this monarch 

1 Winiam the Kirst. 
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out of his pocket-book，and handed them to us for inspection. 
Not until he had insisted upon our reading them carefully 
through did he continue by saying that， in spite of thbis fiatter- 
ing invitation,.he had given up the idea of setting this excellent 
subject to music，because he {felt sure he couljd never suUrpass 
his 4g*es Vom 五 ohemnstatfen，nor invent anything new.。 JIn 
conclusion he said:“O7r，comaieztt 00U1ez-00U8 GUE Gu2CO72G1E 
PtUt88e 32170067te7 GuUE1GUE C10Se de ?0UUeaa 9102 Doztta120 GEc1oyartLt 
7 DOUDOt 6 CUCUINE FGC07 SU7D0SSE7 IECS CBUUYE8 DTECEdentes， 
datutyre Dozt etfant 0aV1Se gtUe Gepals 1 Vestale 1 10 Dot 616E 
Ecof 1476 110te gua 9062 ut 0016e Ge ME8 DG7t10723， 

To prove that this assertion was not merely tak， but that 让 
was based on scientife investigations，he quoted his wife，who 
was SUpposed to have read with him an elaborate discussion on 
the subject by &a celebrated member of the rench academy， 
and he added that the essay in question had, for some mysteriousg 
reason，never been printed.。 JIn this very important and sci- 
entifce treatise it Was proved that without Spontini's inven- 
tion of the suspension of the sixth in his Yesla1an, the whole of 
modern Imelody would not have existed，and that any and 
eyery form of melody that had been used since had been bor- 
rowed from his compositions。 工 was thunderstruck，but hoped 
8] the same to bring the inexorable master to a better frame 
of mind，especiajly in regard to certain reservations be had 
made。 工 acknowledged that the academician In question wW88 
right in many ways, but 工 asked him 计 he did not believe that 
这 somebody brought him a dramatie poem full of an abso- 
lutely new and hitherto unknown spirit，it would not inspire 
him to invent new musical combinations? With a ring of com- 
passlion in his voice，he replied that my question was wholly 
mijstaken; in what would the novelty consist4 “ams J& Ves- 
tale 7 az ComDo86 17 ， 87Tet 7070tI， Cd0738 erdinand Cortez 
2 SITet 6s1DQOIOV-7eZLC02， COS Olympie 2 suI1et 97Eco- 
MLC6Edoz2e7，em17 co07s Agness de 再 ohenstaufen ?7 sz7et CI1e- 
MOILC to 1e 7este 7 VauUt Me ” 了 e hoped that 工 was not 
thinking of the so-called romantie style @ 凤 Zretschuitz? With 
such childish stu 企 no serious man could have anything to do; 
for art was 8 serlous thing，and je had exhausted serious art ! 
And，after al，what nation could produce the composer who 
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conld surpass hz? Sunrely not the Italians，whom he char- 
acterised simply as coc1oxs ”certainly not the Erench，who had 
only imitated the Italiangs; nor the Germans，who would never 
get beyond their childhood in music,， and who, 计 they had ever 
possessed any talent，had had it all spoilt for them by the 
Jews? “0O1， croyez- 和 0 2 9 GO Ge 1 esD0OW DOUY 141emGg7e 
1oysa?te 16taxrs eaDereuy de 取 MtS2916 0 万 er1i7 70028 CeptutS 
que Le 707 de Prusse 0 096 80 91132016 0 GE8o1G7e 0cC0S1070016C 
Pay 1es detuz JUifs erraxits gu G dtt27r6s, tott es3DO2 ES DEC 

Our charming hostess now thought it time to change the suhb- 
ject，and to divert the masters thoughte。 The theatre Was 
situated quite near to her house;j she invited him to go across 
with ouUr friend Heine，who wa8s amongst the guests，and to 
have a look at 4ztgoxe，which was then being given, and which 
w8s sure to interest him on account of the antique equipment 
of the stage，which had been carried out according to Semper's 
excellent plans。 At first he wanted to refuse，on the plea that 
he had seen all this so much better when his OwnatpzC had 
been performed.。 After a while he consented; but in a very 
short timne he returned to his original opinion，and，smiling 
8cornfully，assured us that he had seen and heard enough to 
strengthen him in his verdqict.。 Heine told us that shortly after 
he and Spontini had taken their seats in the almost empty 
amphitheatre，and as soon 8s the Bacchus chorus had started， 
Spontini had said to him: Cest de 1 Berlwier Sng-4dcadeynate， 
4L/o7zs-701S-e1。 工 hrough an open door a streak of light had 
fallen on a lonely figure behind one of the columns; Heine had 
recognised Mendelssohn，and concluded that he had overheard 
Spontini's remark. 

rom tbe master 8 very excited conversations we 80on realised 
very distinctly thbat he intended to stay longer in Dresden，so 
88 to get Hl his operas performed. It was Schr5der-Devrient'8 
idea to save RSpontinli，in his own interest，from the mortifying 
disappointment of fnding all his enthusiastic hopes in regard 
to a second performance of Festalsn unfounded, and, 计 possible， 
to prevent this second performance during his stay im Dresden. 
She pretended to be il，and the director requested me to 
inform Spontini of thbe fact that his production would have 
to be indefinitely postponed。 This visit was so distasteful to 
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me, that 工 was glad to make it in Rickel's company. 互 e。 was 
also 8a friend of Spontini's, and hisg French was moreover much 
better than mine， As we were qulite prepared for a bad re- 
ception，we were really frightened to enter。， Imagine, therefore， 
our astonishment when we found the master，who had already 
been informed of the news in a letter from Devrient，in the 
VeIy brightest spirits. 

He told us that he had to leave immediately for Paris，and 
that from there he was to travel to Rome，the Holy Father 
having commanded him to come in order to receive the title 
of "Count of San Andrea.” Ihen he showed us a second docu- 
ment，in which the 及 ing of Denmark was supposed to have 
Taised him to the Danish nobility. TIhis meant，however，only 
that the title of “了 Ritter ”of the “了 lephanten-Order had been 
conferred upon him; and although this was indeed a high 
honour，in speaking about it he only mentioned the word 
“Ritter ” without referring to the particular order，because this 
seemed to him too ordinary for a person of his qignity. He 
WwW8s，however，childishly pleased over the affair，and felt that 
he had been miraculously rescued from the narrow sphere of 
his Dresden 『estalim production to fnd himself suddenly trans- 
ported into reglons of glory，from which he looked down upon 
the distressing“opera ” world with sublime self-content. 

Meanwhile Rickel and 工 silently thanked the Holy Father 
and the 及 ing of Denmark from the bottom of our hearts。 We 
ha?de an affectionate farewell to the strange master，and to 
cheer him 工 promised him seriously to think over his friendly 
advice with regard to Imy career 8 8 composer of opera. 

Later on 工 heard what Spontini had said about me，on hear- 
ing that 工 had fed from Dresden for pojlitical reasons，and had 
sought refuge in Switzerland.。 了 e thought that this was in 
consequence of my share in a plot of high treason against the 
了 ing of Saxony，whom he looked upon as my benefactor，be- 
cause 工 had been nominated conduetor of the royal orchestra， 
and he expressed his opinion about me by ejaculating in tones 
of the deepest anguigh : ”Celle tagratataLCe 

From Berlioz，who was at Spontini's deathbed until the end， 
工 heard that the master had struggled most determinedqly 
against death，and had cried repeatedly, “ve ?me Vewz pa8 
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JI01I49，716 86 20612 70S 710U741 ”When Berlioz tried to com- 
fort him by saying， Conazezit DOUVEZ-U01S 1D671.3E7 IOUII 20013， 
?0202 MU0tt7e，9W 6tes ?1107te1/ ” Spontini retorted angrily， 
“Ne jaoazles pas de ntuLV018eE8 D10tzsaziter268s1/” In spite of al 
the extraordinary experiences 工 had had with him，the news 
of his death, which 工 received in Ziirich, touched me very deeply, 
Later on I expressed my feelings towards him，and my opinion 
of him as an artist，in 8 8S0mewhat condensed form in the 
了 dgezosstscjhen Gett7i0，8and in tbhis article the quajlity 工 ex- 
tolled more particularly in him was that，unlike Meyerbeer， 
who was then the rage，and the very aged Rossini，he bejieved 
absolutely in himself and his art Al the same，and somewhat 
to my disgust，I ecould not but see that this belief in himself 
haq deteriorated into a veritable superstition. 

工 do not remember in those days having gone deeply into 
my feelings about Spontini's exceedingly strange individuajlity， 
nor do 工 recollect having troubled to discover how far they 
were consistent with the high opinion 工 formed of him after 
工 had got to lmnow him more intimately. Obviously 工 had only 
seen the caricature of the man，although the tendency towards 
such plainly overweening self-confidence may，at al events， 
have manifested itself earlier in life. At the same time，one 
could trace in all this the infuence of the decay of the musical 
and dramatic life of the period，which Spontini， situated as he 
was in Berlin，was well able to witness. 工 he surprising fact 
that he saw his chief merit in unessential details showed plainjy 
that hisg j]udgment had become chilqish; in my opinion thls 
did not detraet from tbe great value of his works, however much 
he might exaggerate their value。 In a sense Tcould justify his 
boundjess self-confqence，which was Principally the outeome 
of the comparison between himself and the great composers 
.Who were now replacing him; for in my heart of hearts 工 
shared the contempt which he felt for these artists，although 
工 did not dare to sa8y 80 openljy. And thus it came about bat， 
in spite of his many somewhat absurd idiosyncrasies，I learned 
during this meeting at Dresden to feel a deep sympathy for thils 
man, the like of whom 工 was never again to meet 

My next experiences of important musical celebrities of this 
age were of qulte a diferent character。 Amongst the more 
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distinguished of tbhese was Heinrieh Marschner，who,， as 8 very 
young man, had been nominated musical director of the Dresden 
orchestra by Weber. After Weber's death he seemed to have 
hoped that he would take hisg place entireljy，and it was due 
less to the fact that his talent was still unknown，than to his 
repellent manner,，that he was disappointed in his expectations。 
了 is wife，however，suddenly came into some money，and thbils 
windfall enabled him to devote all hisg energies to his work 
8a8 c0mposer of operas，without being obliged to f 人 1] any fxed 
post 

During the wild days of my youth Marschner lived in Leipzig， 
where his operas Der az and 了 Tempier 2 va 88W 
their first appearance.。 My sister Rosalie had once taken me 
to him in order to hear his opinion about me He did not 
treat me Unelvilly，but my visit led to nothing. 工 w88 also 
present at the first night of hie opera ZDes Falizer 8 7ratLt， 
which however was not 8 success。 工 hen he went to 瑟 anover. 
His opera 玖 ars 达 e:1irg，which was originally produced in 
Berlin， 工 heard for the first time in Wiirzburg; it showed 
vacillation in its tendency, and a decrease in construcetive power. 
After that he produced several other operas，such 88 Das 
心 chioss am 4etnad and Der BuD，which never became popular. 
了 e was always neglected by the management at Dresden，88 
thbough they bore him some grudge，and only his 7emDpler wa88 
played at all often. My colleague，Reissiger，had to conduet 
this opera，8and as in his absence 工 alwaysg had to take his 
place, it also fel to my lot on one occasion to direct & per- 
formance of this work. 

This was during the time that 工 worked at my Za?jCaLse7.。 
T remember that，although 工 bad often conducted this opera 
before in Magdeburg，on this occaslon the wild nature of the 
instrumentation and ilts lack of mastership aftected me to 
such an extent that it literally made me ill，and as 8oon as he 
returned， therefore, 工 Implored Reissiger at any cost to resume 
the leadership. On the other hand，immediateljy after my 
nomination 工 had started on the production of 玖 ans 万 ez1azg， 
but merely for the sake of the artistice honour. 工 he insu 佳 - 
cient distribution of thbe parts，however，8a di 伍 culty which in 
those days could not be overcome，made 8 complete success 
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impossible。 In any case, though,， the whole spirit of thbe work 
seemed to be terribly old-fashioned. 

I now heard that Marschner had fnished another opera 
called 4do1p1 vonm Nassa, and in a eriticism of this work，of 
the genuineness of which I 工 was unable to judge，particular 
stress Wa8 ]aid upon the“patriotice and noble German atmo- 
sphere，” of this new creation。 工 did my best to make the 
Dresden theatre take the initiative，and to urge Liittichau 
to secure this opera before it was produced elsewhere。 Marsch- 
ner，WwWho did not seem to have been treated with particular 
consideration by the 本 anoverian opera authorities，accepted 
the invitation with great joy，sent his score，and declared him- 
self willing to come to Dresden for the first performance. 
Liittichau，however，was not anxious to see him take his place 
at the head of the orchestra ; while I，also，was of the opinion 
that the too frequent appearance of outside conductors，even 
if it were for the purpose of condueting thbheir own works，would 
not only lead to confusion，but Imight also fail to be as amnus- 
ing and instructive as Spontinis visit had proved to be， 
was therefore decided that 工 should conduet thbe new opera Imy- 
Self And how 工 lived to regret 让 | 

The score arrived: to a weak plot by Karl Golmick the 
composer of the Templer had written such superficial music, 
that the principal effect lay in a drinking song for a quartette， 
in which the German Rhine and German wine played the usual 
stereotyped part peculiar to such male quartettes。， 工 lost all 
courage; but we had to go on with it now，and al I could 
do was to try，by maintaining 8a grave bearing，to make the 
singers take an interest in their task ; tblis，however，was not 
easy。 To Tichatschek and Mitterwurzer were 8ssigned the 
two Principal male parts; being both eminently musical，they 
sang everything at first sight，and after each number looked 
up at me as if to say,“What do you think of it aly” 工 
maintained that it w8s good _ German musice; they must not 
allow themselves to get confused。 But all they qid was to stare 
at ech other in amazement，not knowing what to make of 
me Nevertheless，in the end they could not stand it any 
longer，and when they saw that 工 still retained my gravity， 
they burst into ljoud laughter, in which I could not help joining, 
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I now had to take them into my confdence，and make them 
promise to follow my lead and pretend to be serious，for it 
was impossible to give up the opera at this stage. 人 A Viennese 
《colorature ” singer of the jlatest style 一 Madame Spatser 
Gentiluomo 一 who came to us from 瑟 anover，and on whose 
services Marschner greatly relied，was Tather taken with her 
part chiefy because it gave her the chance of showing 
“brilliancy.” And，indeed，there was a finale in which my 
German master ”had actually tried to steal a march on 
Donizetti。 The Princess had been poisoned by a golden rose， 
8a present from the wicked Bishop of Mainz，and had become 
delirious。 Adolph von 太 assau，with the knlights of the German 
empire，SsSwears vengeance，3and，3accompanied by the chorus， 
pours out his feelings in a stretta of such incredible vulgarity 
and amateurishness 志 hat Donlzetti would have thrown it at 
the head of any of his pupils who had dared to compose such 
a thing. Marschner now 8arrived for the dress rehearsal ; 
he was very pleased, and，without compelling me to falsehood， 
he gave me su 值 client opportunities for exerclising Iy powers 
in the art of concealing my real thoughts. At all events 工 
Inust have succeeded fairly well，for he had every reason to 
think himself considerately and kindly treated by me. 

During the performance the publie behaved very much as 
the singers had done at the rehearsals， We had brought a 
still-born child into the world. But Marschner was comforted 
by the fact that his drinking quartette wa8s encored.。 工 his was 
Teminiscent of one of Becker's songs: Se sol1ez 充 1 700CA 
abpe7z，aGem Frezem devtscjiem 忆 1e 加 (〈(“They shall not have it 
our free German 有 他 hine ”). After the performance the com- 
poser Was Iny guest at 8 8Uupper party at whlich， 工 am 8sorTy to 
sS8y，the singers，who had had enough of it，would not attend. 
Herr Ferdinand 也 iller had the presence of mind to insist，in 
his toast to Marschner，that “whatever one might say，8l] 
stress must be laid on the Crermza7 master and Cer7i07 art.， 
Strangely enough，Marscehner himself contradicted him by 
SRyling that hbere was 8omething wrong with German operatic 
compositions，and that one ought to consider the singers and 
how to write more brilliantly for their voices than he had 
succeeded in doing up to the present. 


“下 
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Highly gifted as Marschner was，there can be no douhbt 
that the decline of his genius was due partly to & tendency 
which even in the ageing master himself,， as he frankly admitted， 
Was effecting an important and most salutary change， JIn 
later years 工 met him once more im Paris at the time of my 
memorable producetion of 7anjiatLser。 工 did not feel inclined 
to renew the old relations，for，to tell the truth， 工 wanted to 
spare Imyself the unpleasantness of witnessing the consequences 
of his change of views， of which we had seen the beginning in 
Dresden。 工 learned that he was in 8a state of almost helpless 
childqishness，and that he was in the hands of a young and 
ambitious Woman，who was trying to make 8 last attempt 
at conquering Paris for him. Among other pu 在 paragraphs 
caleulated to spread Marschner's glory，I read one which said 
that the Parisians must not believe that 工 (Wagner) wa88 
representative of German art; no 一 if only Marschbner were 
given 8 hearing，it would be discovered thbhat he was beyond 
8 doubt better sulted to the Erench taste than 工 could ever be. 
Marschner diedq before his wife bad succeeded in establighing 
this point 

Ferdinand Hiller，on the other hand，who was in Dresdqen， 
behaved in a very charning and friendly manner，partiecularly 
at this tme. Meyerbeer also stayed in the same town from 
time to tme;j precisely why，nobody knew Once he had 
rented a jlittle house for the summer near the Pirnaischer 
Schljag，and under aa pretty tree in the garden of this place 
he had had a small piano installed，whereon，in this idyllie 
retreat，he worked at his Feldager ? gchlesren。 He lived in 
great retirement，and 工 saw very little of him。 erdinand 
也 ijer，on 了 te contrary，took a commanding position in the 
Dresden musical world in so far as this was not already 
Ionopojlsed by the royal orcehestra and its masters，and for 
Iany years he worked hard for its success. 也 aving a little 
prlivate capital，he established himself comfortably amongst us， 
and wa8 80on known 8s 8 delightful host，who kept a pleasant 
house，which，thanks to his wife's infuence，was frequented 
by a numerous Polish colony. KKrau Hiller was ipdeed an 
exceptional Jewish woman of Polish origin，and she was 
perhaps all the more exceptional seeing that she，in company 
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with her husband，had been baptized a Protestant in Italy. 
Hiller began his career in Dresden with the production of his 
opera，Der Tyraz7mr 2 Cer Cjrtstndclt Since the unheard-of 
fact that 天 tenzz had been able to rouse the Dresden public to 
lasting enthusiasm，many an opera composer had felt himself 
drawn towards ouUr “了 lorence on the 卫 lbe” of which Laube 
once 8&id that 8s 8oon 88 one entered it one felt bound to 
apologise because one found so many good things there which 
one promptly forgot the moment one departed. 

The composer of Per T7atumu 1 der CRrLstynachlt looked upon 
thlg work as 8& peculiarly“German composition.” Hiler had 
set to Imusice 8 gruesome play by 了 aupach，ZPer Mer CC 
se 2 (The Miller and his Child 7)，in which father and 
daughter，within but a short space of time，both die of con- 
sumption。 He declared that he had concelived the dialogue 
and the musiec of thig opera in what he called the “popular 
style)” but this work met with the same fate as that which， 
according to Liszt，befell al his compositions。 JIn splte of 
his undoubted musical merits，which even 了 Rossini acknow]- 
edged，and whether he gave them in rench in Paris or in 
JItalian in [taly，it was his sad experlience always to see his 
oper8as fail. In Germany he had tried the Mendelssohnian 
style，and had succeeded in composing an oratorio called Zite 
Zerst0ruag Jerusale7us，which luckily was not taken notice of 
by the moody theatre-going public，and which consequently 
recelived the unassailable reputation of being“a solid German 
work.” He also took Mendelssohn's place as director of the 
Leipzig Gewandhaus concerts when the latter was called to 
Berlin in the capacity of general director。， Hiller's evil fortune 
still pursued him，however，and he was Unable to retain his 
position，everybody being given to undqerstand that it was 
because his wife was not suU 伍 ciently acknowledged as concert 
prima-donna。 Mendelssohn returned and made Hiler leave， 
and Hiller boasted of having quarrelled with him.。 

Dresden and the success of my 尺 zezi2y nowW weighed so mmuch 
upon his mind that he naturally made another attempt to 
8ucceed as8 an opera composer. Ovwing to his great energy， 
and to his position as son of a rich banker (8 8pecial attraction 
even to the director of a court theatre)，it happened that he 
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induced them to put aside my poor friend 及 bokel's Famme11a 
(the production of which had been promilsed him) in favour of 
higs (Hiller's) own work，PDer Trauma 1 Ger Chrestndct He 
was of the oplinion thbat next to Reissiger and myself，a man of 
greater Imusical reputation thban 了 bckel was needed. 工 iitti- 
chau，however，was qulte content to have Reissiger and myself 
88 celebrities，partieularly as we got on 80 well together，and 
he remained deaf to 了 illers wishes。 Io me Der Traum 1 Cer 
Crislzacht was 8 great nuisance。 工 had to conduct it a second 
time，and before an empty house。 Hiller now saw that he had 
been wrong in not taking my advice before, and in not shorten- 
ing the opera by one act and altering the end，and he now 
fancied that he was doing me 8a great favour by at jast declaring 
himself ready to act on my suggestion in the event of another 
performance of his opera being possible。 工 realy managed to 
have it played once more。， IThis was，however， to be the last 
time, and Hiller, who had read my book of T arrwjiiiaLser, thought 
that 工 bad a great advantage over him in writing my OwnD words.。 
He therefore made me promise to heljp him with the choice and 
wWrTiting of a subject for his next opera. 

Shortly afterwards Hillerz was present at 8 performance of 
xenzt，which was again given before a crowded and enthusi- 
astice house。 When，at the end of the second act，and after 
frantie recalls from the audience, 工 left the orchestra in a great 
state of excitement， 也 iler，who was walting for me in the 
passage，took the opportunity of adding to his very hasty 
congratulations，“JDo give my Zraum once more! ” 工 promised 
him laughingly to do this 让 工 had the chance，but 工 can- 
not remember whether it came o 企 or not While he was 
waiting for the creation of an entirely new plot for hig next 
opera，Hiller devoted himself to the study of chamber music， 
to which his large and well-furnished room lent itself most 
admirably. 

A beautiful and solemn event addqed to the seriousness of the 
mood in which 工 fnished the music to TanzjaizLser towards the 
end of the year，and neutralised the more superficial impres- 
8iong Imade upon Ime by the stirring events above described. 
This was the removal of the remains of Carl Maria von Weber 
from London to Dresden in December, 1844。 As 工 bave already 
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said, a committee had for years been agitating for this removal. 
From information given by a_ certain traveller，it had become 
known that the insignificant co 全 n which contained Weber”8 
ashes had been disposed of in such a careless way in 8a remote 
corner of St， 了 Paul's，that it was feared it mlght soon become 
jimpossible to identify it. 

My energetic friend，Professor Liwe，whom 工 have already 
mentioned， had availed himself of thbls information in order to 
urge the Dresden Glee Club，which constituted his hobby，to 
take the matter in hand。 Ihe concert of male singers arranged 
to this end had been a fair sucecess fnancially，and they now 
wanted to induce the theatre management to make similar 
eftortes，when suddenly they met with serious opposition from 
this very quarter.。 Ihe management of the Dresden theatre 
told the committee that the 及 ing had religious seruples with 
regard to disturbing the peace of the dead. 也 owever much 
we felt inclined to doubt the genuineness of these reasons， 
nothing coud be done，and 工 was next approached on the 
subject，in the hope that my infuential position might lend 
weight to my appeal， 工 entered into the spirit of the enter- 
prise with great {fervourz. 工 consented to be made president ; 
Herr Hofrat Schulz, director of the “Antiken-Cabinet” who was 
8 Well-known authority on artistic matters，and another gentle- 
man，8 Christian banker，were 8also elected members of the 
committee，and the movement thus recelved fresh hfe. Pro- 
8pectuses Were sent round，exhaustive Plans were made，and 
numerous meetings held. 了 ere，again 工 met with opposition 
on the part of my chief，Liittichau;j 过 he could have done 8o， 
he would have forbidden me to move in the matter by making 
the most of the 及 ing's scruples referred to above。 But he had 
had a warning not to pick a quarrel with me after his exzperience 
in the summer，when，contrary to bis expectations，the music 
written by me to celebrate the 及 ing s arrival had found favour 
with the monarch.， As his antipathy to the proceedings was 
not 80 very serious，Liittichau Imust have seen that even thbe 
direct opposition of his Majesty could not have prevented 
the enterprise from being carried out privately，and that，on 
the contrary，thbe court would eut a sorry figure 这 the Royal 
Court Theatre (to which Weber once belonged) should assume 
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& hostile attitude. He therefore tried in a would-be friendqly 
way to make me desist from furthering the cause，wel knowing 
that，without me，the plan would fail. He tried to convince 
me that it would be wrong to pay this exaggerated hondur to 
Weber's memory，whereas nobody thought of removing the 
ashes of Morlaocchi from Italy，although thbe latter had given 
his services to the royal orchestra for aa much longer period 
than Weber had done. What would be the consequenceg 了 By 
way of argument he said “Suppose Reissgiger died on his Jour- 
ney to some watering-place 一 his wife would then be as much 
justified as was Erau von Weber (who had annoyed him quite 
enough already) in expecting her husband's dead body to be 
brought home with musie and pomp.” 工 tried to calm him，and 
过 工 dd not succeed in making him see the difference between 
Reisslger and Weber, 工 managed to make him understand that 
the affair must take its course，88 the Berlin Court TIheatre 
had already announced a benefit performance to support our 
Undertaking. 

Meyerbeer, to whom my committee had applied，was instru- 
mental in bringing this about,， and a performance of 五 wy7Vyaz 刀 e 
was actually given which yielded the handsome balance of six 
thousand marks。 A few theatres of lesser Importance now fol- 
lowed our lead。 TIhe Dresden Court Iheatre，therefore，could 
not hold back any longer，and as we now had a fairly large 
sUm at the bank，we were able to cover the expenses of the re- 
moval, as well as the cost of an appropriate vault and monument ; 
we even had a nucleus fund for a statue of Weber，which we 
Were to fight for later on。 TIhe elder of the two sons of the 
immortal master travelled to London to fetch the remains of 
his father。 了 e brought them by boat down the 了 lbe, and fnaly 
arrived at the Dresden landing-stage，from whence they were 
to be condueted to German soil， Ihis last journey of the 
TeImnains wa8 to take place at night。 A solemn torchlight pro- 
cessl1on W88 to be formed，and 工 had undertaken to see to the 
funeral music. 

工 arranged this from two motives out of 五 wzryantje，using 
that part of tbe music in the overture which relates to tbe vision 
of spirits。 工 introduced the Cavatina from 五 wzrVazitje 一 玖 er 
azcpi ai QUEN (Here near the source :)，which Ileft unaltered， 
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except that 工 tzansposed it into B Hat major, and 工 fnished the 
whole，as Weber finished his opera，by a return to the frast 
sublime motive。 工 had orchestrated this symphonie piece，which 
w8s well suited to the purpose，for eight chosen wind instru- 
mentes，and notwlithstanding the volume of sound， 工 had not 
forgotten softness and delicacy of instrumentation。 工 subastituted 
the gruesome liremi01o of the violas，which appears in that part 
of the overture adapted by me，by twenty mu 人 fed drums，and 
88 8 Whole attained to such an exceedingly impressive effect， 
especlally to us who were full of thoughts of Weber, that even 
in the tbeatre where we rehearsed，Schroder-Devrient，who was 
present and who had been an intimate friend of Weber's，was 
deeply moved. 工 had never carried out anything Imore in keep- 
ing with the character of the subject;j and the procession through 
the town was equally impressive. 

As the very slow tempo，devoid of any strongly marked 
accents，offered numerous di 伍 culties， 工 bad had the stage 
cleared for tbhe rehearsal]，in order to command 8a su 全 cient 
space for the musicians，once they had thoroughly practised 
the piece，to walk round me in a circle playing all the while. 
Several of those who witnessed the procession from their win- 
dows assured me thbat thbe effect of tbhe procession was indescrib- 
ably and sublimely solemn. After we had placed the co 人 钙 n in 
the little mortuary chapel of the Catholic cemetery in Fried- 
richstadt，where Madame Devrient met lt with & wreath of 
fHowers，we performed，on the following morning，the solemn 
ceremony of ljowering it into the vault. 甩 err Hofrat 8Schulz 
and myself，a8 preslidents of the committee，were allowed thbe 
honour of speaking by the graveslde，a&nd what afforded me 
an appropriate subject for the few，somewhat affecting，words 
which 工 had to pronounce，w8s the fact that，shortly before 
the removal of Weber's remains，thbe second son of the mas- 
ter，Ajlexander von Weber，had died. TIhe poor mother had 
been so terribly affected by thbhe sudden death of this youth，so 
full of life and health，that had we not been ip the very 
midst of our arrangements，we should have been compelled to 
abandon them; for in this new loss the widow saw a judgment 
of 9od who，in her opinion，looked upon the removal of the 
remains 88 8n act of sacrilege prompted by vanity.、 As the 
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public seemed partieularly disposed to hold the same view， 
it fell to my lot to set the nature of our undertaking in the 
proper light before the eyes of the world. And this 工 so far 
succeeded in doing thatb to my satisfaction， 工 jearned from all 
sides that my justification of our action had received the most 
general acceptance. 

On this occasion 工 had a strange experience with regard to 
myself，when for the first time in my life 工 hbad to deliver a 
solemn public speech。 Since then 工 have alwaysg spoken ex- 
temporarily; thig time，however，8as it was my frst appearance 
8a8 an orator， 工 had written out my speech,， and carefully learned 
it by heart. As 工 was thoroughly under the infuence of my 
subject， 工 felt so sure of my memory that 工 never thought of ， 
making any notes。 Ihanks to this omisslon，however， 工 made 
my brother Albert very unhappy. 了 e was standing near me 
at the ceremony，and he told me afterwards that 雇 spite of 
being deeply moved，he felt at one moment 88 过 he could 
have sworn at me for not having asked him to prompt me. 
It happened in this way: 工 began my speech in & clear and 
full voice, but suddenly the sound of my own words，and their 
particular intonation，affected me to such an extent that，carried 
&wWay 88 工 was by my own thoughts, I imagined 工 saw as wel 
88 有 edrd myself before the breathless multitude。 While 工 thus 
appeared objectively to myself I remained in a sort of trance， 
during which 工 seemed to be waiting for something to happen， 
and felt qulte a different person from the man who was SuPp- 
posed to be standing and speaking there. It was neither 
nervousness DOor absent-mindedness on my part; only at the 
end of a certain sentence there Was such 8 long pause that 
those who saw ime standing there must have wondered what 
on earth to think of me At last my own silence and the 
stilljness round me reminded me that 工 was not there to listen， 
but to speak. 工 at once resumed my discourse，and 工 spoke 
with such fuency to the very end that the celebrated actor， 
了 mlil Devrient，assured me that，apart from the solemn service， 
he had been deeply impressed simnply from the standpoint of 
8 dramatic orator. 

The ceremony concluded with a poem written and set to 
muslce by myself，and，though iti presented many di 全 culties 
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for men;s voices, it was splendidly rendered by some of the best 
opera singers. iittichau，who was present，was now not only 
convinced of the justice of the enterprise，but also strongly 
in favour of it 工 was deeply thankful that everything had 
suUcceeded 80 well，and when Webers widow，upon whom 工 
called after the ceremony，told me how profoundly she，too， 
had been moved， the only cloud that still darkened my horizon 
was dispelled。 In my youth 工 had learned to love music through 
my &dmiration for Weber's genius，and the news of his death 
was & terrible blow to me ITIo have，8s it were，come into 
contact with him again and after so many years by this second 
funeral，was an event hbat stirred the very depths of my 
being. 

From all the particulars 工 have given concerning my intimacy 
with the great masters Who were my contemporaries，jt is 
easy to see 8t what Sources 工 had been able to quench my 
thirst for intellectual intercourse. It was not 8 very satis- 
factory outlook to turn from Webers grave to his living suc- 
cessorg; but 工 bad still to find out how absolutely hopeless 
thls 88. 

工 spent the winter of 1844-5 partly in yielding to attrac- 
tiong from outside，and partly in indulging ln the deepest 
meditation。 By dint of great energy，and by getting up very 
early，even in winter， 工 succeeded in completing my score to 
Toraitzser early in April，having，8as already stated，finished 
the composition of it at the end of the preceding year. Tn 
writing down the orchestration 工 made things particularly 
di 佣 cult for myself by using the specially prepared paper which 
the printing process renders necessary，8nd which involved me 
in al kinds of trying formajlities。 工 bad each page transferred 
to the stone immediately，and a hundred copies printed from 
each，hoping to make use of these proofs for the rapld circu- 
lation of my work， Whether my hopes were to be fulfhijed or 
not， 工 was at all events ffteen hundred marks out of pocket 
when all the expenses of the publication were paid. 

In regard to this work which called for so many sacrifices,， 
and whbich was 8so slow and di 值 cult，more detailgs will appear 
in my autobiography.。 At al events，when May came round 工 
Was in possession of a hundred neatly bound copies of my firat 
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new Work since the production of the 忆 1segerxder o6nder, and 
Hiller, to whom 工 showed some parts of it formed a tolerably 
good impression of its value。 

Thbese plans for rapidly spreading the fame of my Tayzmij6itse7 
Were made with tbhe hope of a sucecess which, in view of my needy 
cirecumstances，seemed ever more and more desirablje.。 JIn the 
course of one year since 工 had begun my own publication of my 
operas，much had been done to this end， JIn September of the 
year 1844 工 had presented the ing of Saxony with a speclial 
richljy bound copy of the complete pianoforte arrangement of 
忆 :enzz，dedicated to his Majesty. 工 he 天 azeqerder 瑟 o1Giyruder 
had also been finished, and the pianoforte arrangement of 民 zen2t 
for duet，as well as some songs selected from both operas，had 
.either been published or were about to be pubjlished。 Apart from 
this 工 had had twenty-fve copies made of the scores of both these 
operas by meangs of the sor-called autographic transfer process， 
although onljy from the writing of the copyilsts。 All these heavy 
expenses made it absolutely imperative that 工 should try to send 
my scores to the different theatres， and induce them to produce 
my oper8s, as the outlay on the piano scores had been heavy, and 
these could only have a sale 放 my works got to be known su 伍 - 
ciently well through thbe theatre. 

工 now sent the score of my 尺 zen2zt to thbe more important 
theatres，but they all returned my work to me，the Munich 
Court ITheatre even sending it back Unopened! 工 therefore 
knew what to exzpect，&nd spared myself the trouble of sending 
my Daicjnal。 下 rom 8a speculative business point of view the 
situation was thls : the hoped-for success of TarjiiaLser Would 
bring in ites wake a demand for my earlier works。 The worthy 
Meser, my agent，who was hbe musice publisher appointed to the 
court， had also begun to feel a little doubtful，and saw that this 
was the only thing to do。 工 started at once on the publication of 
& pianoforte arrangement of 了 TaiiitLser，preparing it myself 
While 了 Rbckel undertook the Elegqerdey 万 o/ 丰 nder，and a cer- 
tain 及 link did 丸 zenzt. 

Ihe only thing thbat Meser was absolutely opposed to was the 
title of my new opera，which 工 had just named Zer Fernsberg ; 
he maintained thab as 工 did not mix with the public, 工 had no 
idea what horrible ]okes were made about this titile。 He said 
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the students and professors of the medical sehool in Dresden 
would be the first to make fun of it，as they had a predilection 
for that kindqd of obscene joke。 工 was su 值 ciently disgusted by 
these details to consent to the change。 To the name of my hero， 
Tannhauser，I added the name of the subject of the legend 
which，although originally not belonging to the 了 anyjituser 
myth，was thus associated with it by me，3a fact which later 
on Simrock，the great investigator and innovator in the world 
of legend，whom I esteemed so highly，took very much amilss. 

Tazi7jialse7 2 Ge7 Sazgerl7teg QuLF 全 aztbpurqg should hence- 
forth be its title, and to give the work a mediseval appearance 工 
had the words specially printed in Gothie characters upon the 
piano arrangement，and in this way introduced the work to the 
public. 

The extra expenses this involved were very heavy; but 工 went 
to great pains to impress Meser with my belief in the success of 
my work。 So deeply were we involved in this scbheme，and so 
great were the sacrifices it had compelled us to make, that there 
was nothing else for lt but to trust to & special turn of Fortune's 
wheel， As it happened，the management of the theatre shared 
Iny confidence in the success of Taz7jiazLser， 工 had induced 
Liittichau to have the scenery for Tan7jaalser painted by the best 
painters of the great opera house in Paris。 工 had seen their work 
on the Dresden stage: it belonged to the style of German scenic 
art which was tbhen fashionable，and really gave the effect of 
frst-class work. 

工 he order for this，as well as the necessary negotiationg with 
the 了 arislan painter, Desplkehin, had already been settled in the 
preceding autumn。 Ihe management agreed to all my wishes， 
even to the ordering of beautiful costumes of medqisval character 
designed by my friend Heine。 TIhe only thing Liittichau con- 
stantly postponed was the order for the 再 all of Song on the 
Wartburg; he maintained that the Hall for Kaiser Karl the 
Great in Oberon, which had only recently been delivered by some 
rench painters，would answer the purpose just as well With 
superhuman efforts 工 bad to convince my chief that we did not 
want 8 brilllant throne-room，but a scenic picture of a certain 
character such as I saw before my mind”s eye, and that it could 
be painted only according to my directions。 As in the end 工 
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became very irritable and cross， he soothed me by saying that he 
had no objection to having this scene painted，and that he 
would order it to be commenced at once，adding that he had 
not agreed immediately，only with the view of making my joy 
the greater，because，what one obtained without di 伍 culty，one 
rarely appreciated。 This Hall of Song was fated to cause me 
gpeat trouble later on. 

Thus everythbhing was in full swing; circumstances were 
favourable，and seemed to cast a hopeful light apon the pro- 
duction of my new work at the beginning of the autumn 
season。 卫 ven the pubjlic was looking forward to it，and for the 
first time 工 saw my name mentioned in a friendly manner in & 
communication to the 41i9gemnet?ze Cetzfuig。， 工 hey actually spoke 
of the great expectations they had of my new work, the poem of 
which had been written “with undoubted poetic feeling.? 

Eull of hope，I started in July on my holiday，which con- 
sisted of a journey to Marienbad in Bohemia，where my wife 
and 工 intended to take the cure。 Again 工 found myself on the 
“volcanie ”soil of this extraordinary country，Bohemia，which 
al]ways had such an inspiring effect on me It was 8 marvel- 
lous summer，8almost too hot，and 工 was therefore in high 
spirits。 工 bad intended to follow the easy-going mode of life 
which i8 a necessary part of this somewhat trying treatment， 
and had selected my books with care, taking with me the poems 
of Wolfram von 了 schenbach，eqdited by Simrock and San 
Marte，as well as the anonymous epie 也 ojengrt，with its 
lengthy introduction by Gorres。 With my book under my 
arm I hid myself in the neighbouring woods，and piteching my 
tent by thbe brook in company with Ttau7el and Porczvcz， 工 
lost myself in Wolfram's strange，yet irresistibly charming， 
poem. Soon，however，8a longing selzed me to give expression 
to the inspiration generated by thisg poem，so that 工 had the 
greatest di 伍 culty in overcoming my desire to give Up the rest 
工 had been preseribed while partaking of the water of 
Marienbad. 

TIhe result was an everincreasing state of excitement. 
Zoneng7z7，the first conception of which dates from the end of 
my time iD 了 Paris，stood suddenly revealed before me，com- 
plete in every detail of its dramatic construction。 TIhe legend 
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of the swan which forms such an important feature of all the 
many versiong of this series of myths that my studqies had 
brought to my notice，exercised a singular fascination over my 
Imagination。 

Remembering the doctor s advice, 工 struggled bravely against 
the temptation of writing down my ideas，and resorted to the 
most strange 8&nd energetic methods. Owing to some com- 
ments 工 had read in Gervinuns;s tstoyry of Cermmal Zazteratalye， 
both the Mezsterszager 700 Wioiberqg and 厂 ans Sochs had 
acquired quite a vital charm for me,， The Marker alone， 
and the part he takes in the Master-singing，were particularly 
pleasing to me, and on one of my lonely walks，without knowing 
anything particular about Hans Sachs and his poetice contem- 
poraries， 工 thought out a humorous scene， in which the cobbler 
一 88 8 popular artisan-poet 一 with the hammer on his 1last， 
gives the Marker a practical lesson by making him sing, thereby 
taking revenge on him for his _ conventional misdeeds。 To me 
the force of the whole scene was concentrated in the two fol- 
ljowing points: on the one hand the Marker，with his slate 
covered with chalk-marks，and on the other 再 ans Sachs holding 
up the shoes covered with his chalk-marks，each intimating to 
the other that the singing had been a failure， To this picture， 
by way of concluding the second act， 工 addqedq a scene con- 
sisting of a narrow，crooked jlittle street in Nuremberg，with 
the people all running about in great excitement， and Ultimately 
engaging in &a street brawl. Ihus，suddqenly，the whole of my 
Meistersinger comedy took shape so vividly before me，that 
inasmuch as it was 8 pa&rticularly cheerful subject，and not in 
the least likely to over-exceite my nerves, 工 felt 工 must write 让 
out in spite of the docetor's orders。 工 therefore proceeded to 
do this, and hoped it might free me from the thrajll of the idea 
of Zojpen9rimy but 工 was mistaken; for no sooner had I got 
into my bath at noon，than 工 felt an overpowering desire to 
write out Zohez9rm，8nd this longing 8o overcame Ime that 工 
could not wait the preseribed hour for the bath，but when a 
few minutes elapsed, jumped out and, barely giving myself time 
to dress，ran home to write out what 工 had in my mind。 工 
repeated this for several days until the complete sketch of 
Zoo1e7g722 WaS8 on paper. 
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The docetor then told me 工 had better give up taking the 
waters and baths，saying emphatically that 工 was quite unft 
for such cures。 My excitement had grown to such an extent 
that even my efforts to sleep as a rule ended only in nocturnal 
adventures.。 Among some interesting excurslons tbhat we made 
at this time， one to 了 ger fasceinated me particularly，on account 
of its association with Wallenstein and of the peculiar costumes 
of thbe inhbablitants. 

In mid-August we travelled back to Dresden，where my 
friends were glad to see me in such good spirits ; as for Imyself， 
I felt as 让 工 had wings。 Im September，when al our singers 
had returned from their summer holidays， 工 resumed the 
rehearsals of Ton7zijiizlser with great earnestness。 `We had 
now got so far，at least with the musical part of the perform- 
ance，that the possible date of the production seemed qulte 
close at hand. 8Schrpder-Devrient was one of the first to realise 
the extraordinary di 鱼 culties which the production of T aza7zj0iazLSe7 
would entail Andqd， indeedq，she saw these di 全 culties so clearly 
that，to my great discomfiture，she was able to lay thbem all 
before me,， Once，when 工 called upon her，she read the 
principal passages aloud with great feeling and force，and 
then she asked me how I could have been so simple-minded 
88 to have thought that so childqish a creature as Tichatschek 
would be able to find the proper tones for Tannhiuser. 工 
tried to bring her attention and my own to bear upon the 
Dature of the music，which was written so clearly in order 
to bring out the necessary &ccent，that，in my opinion，the 
muslc actually spoke for him who interpreted the passage，even 
it he were on]y a muslcal singer and nothing more， She shook 
her head，saying that this would be all right in the case of an 
oratorio. 

She now sang 了 lizabeth's prayer from the piano score，and 
asked me 过 工 really thought that this musie would answer my 
intentions if sung by 8a young and pretty voice without any 
80uUl or without that experience of life which alone could give 
the real expression to the interpretation。 工 sjghed and said 
that in that case，the youthfulness of the voice and of its 
owner must make Up for what was lacking: at the same time， 
工 asked her 8s 8 favour to see what she could do towards 
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making my niece，Johanna，Uunderstand her part. Al this， 
however，did not solve the Tannhaiuser problem，for any 
effort at teaching Tichatschek would only have resulted in 
confusion。 工 was therefore obliged to rely entirely upon tbe 
energy of his volce, and on the singer's peculliarly sharp“8speak- 
ing ”tone. 

Devrient's anxiety about the principal partse arose partly 
out of concern about her own. She did not know what to do 
with the part of Venus;i she had undertaken it for the sake of 
the sucecess of the performance，for although a small part，so 
much depended upon its being ideally interpreted! Later on， 
when the work was given in Paris， 工 became convinced thbat 
thigs part had been written in too sketehy a style，and this 
induced me to reconstruet it by making extensive additions， 
and by supplying all that which 工 felt it lacked。 Kor the 
moment，however，it looked as if no art on the part of the 
singer could give to this sketch anything of what it ought to 
represent。 The only thing that might have heljped towards 
8 Satisfactory impersonation of Venus would have been the 
artist'8 confdence in her own great physical attraction，and in 
the effect it would help to produce by appealing to the purely 
material sympathlies of the public. TIThe certainty that tbhese 
means Were DO longer at her disposal paralysed this great 
singer，who could hide her age and matronly appearance Do 
ljonger. She therefore became self-consclous，and Unable to Use 
even the usual means for gaining an effect. On one occasion， 
with a littlje smjile of despair，she expressed herself incapable of 
playing Venus，for the very simple reason that she could not 
8&ppear dressed like the goddess. “What on earth am 工 to wea8r 
88 Venus ”she exclalimed.， “After all， 工 cannot be clad in 
a belt aljone，A nlce figure of fun 工 should look, and you would 
ljaugh on thbe wrong side of your face]1 

On the whole, Istill built my hopes upon thbhe general effect 
of the music alone, the great promise of which at the rehearsals 
greatly encouraged me. 有 iller，who had looked thbrough the 
8core 8&nd had alreadqy praised it，assured me that the instru- 
mentation coud not have been carried out with greater 
sobriety. 工 he characteristie and delicate sonority of the 
orchestra delighted me，and strengthened me 雇 my resolve 
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to be extremely sparing in the use of my orchestral materia]， 
in order to attain that abundance of combinations whiceh 工 
needed for my later works. 

At the rehearsal my wife alone missed the trumpets and 
tombones that gave such brightness and freshness to 民 ?enzt. 
Although 工 laughed at this，I could not help feeling anxious 
when she confded to me how great had been her disappoint- 
ment when, at the theatre rehearsal, she noticed the really feebjle 
impression made by the musie of the Sungerirteqg。 Speaking 
from the point of view of the public，who always want to be 
amused or stirred in Some Way or other，she had thus very 
rightly called attention to an exceedingly questionable side of 
the performance. But 工 seaw at once that the fault lay less 
with the conception thban with the facet that 工 had not controlled 
the production with su 全 cient care. 

JTJn regard to the conception of this scene 工 was literally on 
the horns of a qilemma, for 工 had to decide once for al whether 
this amnger1yazeqg Was to be a concert of arias or 8 competition 
in dramatie poetry。 TIhere are many people even nowadays， 
who，in spite of having witnessed a perfectly successful pro- 
duction of hbis scene，have not received the right impression 
of ite purport 工 heir idea is that it belongs to the traditional 
operatic“genre”which demands that a number of vocal evolu- 
tions sha]ll be juxtaposed or contrasted，and that these different 
s0nga 8are lntended to amuse 8&nd interest the audience by 
means of theirz purely musical changes in rbhythm and time on 
the principle of &a conceert programme，?1.6。by various items 
of different styles.。 This was not at 8 my idea: my real in- 
tention Was，i posslble, to force the jistener,， for the first time 
in the history of opera, to take an interest in a poetical idea， 
by making him follow all its necessary developments， 上 or t 
Was 0D]y by virtue of this interest thbat he coud be made to 
Understand the catastrophe，which in this instance wWas not to 
be brought about by any outside infuence，but must be the 
outeome simply of the natural 8plritual processes at Work. 
Hence the need of great moderation and breadth in the con- 
ception of the musice;ji first， in order thbat according to my 
principle it might prove helpful rather than the reverse to the 
understanding of the poetical lines，and secondly，in order 
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that the increasing rhythmic character of the melody which 
marks the ardent growth of passion may not be interrupted 
too arbitrarily by unnecessary changes in modulation and 
rhythbm.。 也 ence, too, the need of a very sparing use of orches- 
tral instruments for the accompaniment，and an intentional 
suppression of al those purely musical effects which must be 
utillsed，and that gradually，only when the situation becomes 
80_ intense that one almost ceases to think，and can only feel 
the tragic nature of the crisigs。 No one could deny thbat 工 bad 
contrived to produce the proper effect of this prineiple the 
moment 工 played the Surgqerkrzeg on the piano. Witb the view 
of ensuring 8 my future successes， 工 was8 nowW confronted 
with the exceptional di 伍 culty of making the opera singers under- 
stand how to interpret their parts precisely in the way 工 de- 
sired.。 工 remembered how，through lack of experience， 工 had 
neglected properljy to superintend the production of the 
了 aeqezder ol16mder, and as 工 now fuly realised all the disas- 
trous consequences of this neglect， 工 began to think of meangs 
by which I could teach the singers my own interpretation。 工 
have already stated that it was impossible to infuence Tichat- 
schek, for if he were made to do things he could not understand， 
he onljy became nervous and confused. He was conscious of his 
advantages. He knew that with his metallic voice he could 
sing with great Imuslcal rhythm and accuracy， while his 
delivery was slimply perfect， But，to my great astonishment 
工 was soon to learn that all this did not by any means su 全 ce ; 
for，to my horror，at the first performance，that which had 
strangely escaped my notice in tbhe rehearsals became suddenly 
apparent to me At the close of the Surgerjrnreqg，when Iann- 
haiuser (in frantice excitement，8&nd forgetful of everybody 
present) has to sing his praise to Venus，and 工 sawW 
Jichatechek moving towards 了 lizabeth and addressing his 
passionate outburst to her， 工 thbought of Schrbdqer-Devrient?s 
Warning in very much the same way 88 Crqsus must have 
thought when he cried,“O Solon1 Solon1” at the funeral 
pyre， JIn splte of the mnusical excellence of Tichatschek，the 
enormous life and melodie charm of the Sargerkrteqg failed 
entirely， 

On the other hand, I succeeded in calling into jlife an entirely 
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newW element such as probably had never been seen in operal! 
I 工 bad watehed the young baritone Mitterwurzer with great 
interest in some of his parts 一 be was 8 strangely reticent man， 
and not at all soclably incllined，and 工 bad noticed that his 
delightfully mellow volce possessed the rare quajlity of bringing 
out the inner note of the souL  Io him 工 entrusted Wolfram， 
and 工 had every reason to be satisfied with his zeal and with 
the success of his studies。 Therefore, if 工 wished my intention 
and iethod to become known，especially in regard to this 
di 值 cult Sumrgerkrie9g， 工 had to rely on him for the proper exe- 
cution of my plans and everything they involved。 工 began by 
going through the opening song of this scene with him; but， 
after 工 had done my utmost to make him understand how 工 
wanted it done, 工 was suUrprised to fnd how very di 值 cult this 
particular rendering of the musie appeared to him。 了 He was 
absolutely incapable of repeating it after me，and with each 
renewed effort his singing became so commonplace and so 
mechanical tbhat 工 realised clearly that he bad not understood 
this piece to be anything more thban 8 phrase in recitative 
form，which he might render with any infections of the voice 
that happened to be preseribed，or which might be sung either 
_ this way or thbat according to fancy，88 w88 Usual in operatic 
pieces。 了 Le，too，wa8 astonished at higs own want of capacity， 
but was 8o struck by the novelty and the justice of my views， 
that he begged me not to try any Imore for the present，but to 
leave him to fnd out for himself how best to become familiar 
with this newly revealed world。 During several rehearsajls 
he onjy sang in 8 whisper in order to get over the di 值 culty， 
but at the last rehearsal he acquitted himself so admirably 
of his task，and tbrew himself into it so heartily, that his work 
has remained to this day as my most conclusive reason {for 
believing that，in spite of tbhe unsatisfactory state of the world 
of opera to-day, it 18 possible not only to fnd, but also properly 
to train，the singer whom 工 should regard as indispensable 
for a correct linterpretation of my works。 It was through the 
impression made by Mitterwurzer that 工 Ultimately succeeded 
in making the publie understand the whole of my work。 This 
man，who had utterly changed himself in bearing，look，and 
appearance in order to ft himself to the role of Wolfram，had， 
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in thus solving the problem，not only become a thorough ar- 
tist，but by his interpretation of his part had also proved 
himself my saviour at the very moment when my work WwW88 
threatening to fail tbhrough the unsatisfactory result of the 
frst performance. 

By his side the part of 也 lizabeth made &a sweet impression。 
The youthful appearance of my niece，her tall and slender 
form, the declidedly German cast of her features，88 wel as the 
incomparable beauty of her voice，with its expression of almoet 
childqlike innocence，helped her to gain the bearts of the audi- 
ence，evyen though her talent wa8s8 more theatrical than dra- 
matic。 She soon rose to fame by her impersonation of this 
part，and often in later years，when speaking about 了 an7iatser 
performances in which she had appeared，people used to tel 
me that its success had been entirely due to her. Strange to 
saMy，in such reports people referred principaly to the charm 
of her acting at the moment when she recelved the guests in 
the Wartburg Hall ; and 工 used to account for this by remem- 
bering the untiring efforts with whbich my talented brother and 
工 had trained her to perform this very part。 And yet it was 
never possible to make her understand the properz interpreta- 
tion of the prayer in the third act，and 工 felt inclined to say， 
40 Solon1 Solon1” as I 工 had done in the case of Tichatschek， 
when after the first performance 工 was obliged to make a 
considerable cut in thbis solo，a proceeding which greatly re- 
duced ite importance for ever afterwards.。 工 heard jlater that 
Johanna，who for & short period actually had the reputa- 
tion of being 8 great singer，had never succeeded in singing 
the prayez as it ought to be sung，whereas 8 rench singer， 
Mademoiselle Marie Sax，achieved this in Paris to my entire 
satisfaction。 

In the beginning of October we had so far progressed with 
ouUr rehearsals that nothing stood in the way of an lmmediate 
production of Tanzjiatser 88ve the scenery，Which was not yet 
complete。 A few only of the scenes ordered from Parisg had 
arrived，and even these had come very late。 Ihe Wartburg 
Valley was beautifully effective and perfect in every detail. 
The inner part of the Venusberg，however，gave me much 
anxiety: the painter had mnot understood me;i he had 
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painted clusters of trees and statues，which reminded one of 
Versailles，and had placed them in a wild cavej he had evi- 
dently not known how to combine the weird with the alluring. 
I had to insist on extensive ajlterations， and chiefy on the paint- 
ing out of the shrubs and statues，al] of which required time. 
The grotto had to lie half hidden in a rosy cloud, through which 
the Wartburg Valley had to loom in the distancej tbl8s was to 
be done in strict obedience to my own ldeas. 

The greatest misfortune，however，was to befall me in the 
shape of the tardy delivery of the scenery for the Hall of Song. 
This was due to great negligence on the part of thbe 了 Paris 
artistg ; and we waited and waited until every detail of the 
opera had been studied and studied again aC ?tsea7m。 Daily 
工 went to the rallway station and examined al the packages 
and boxes thbat had arrived，but thbere was no 琶 all of Song. 
At last 工 allowed myself to be persuaded not to postpone the 
frst performance any longer，and 工 decided to use the Hall of 
上 arl the Great out of Opero，originally suggested to me by 
Liitticehau，instead of the real thing. Considering the impor- 
tance 工 attached to practical effect, this entailed a great sacrifice 
of my personal feelings. And true enough，when tbe curtain 
rose for the second act，the reappearance of this throne-room， 
which the publie had seen so often，added considerably to thbe 
general disgappointment of thbhe audience，who had anticipated 
astonishing surprzises in this opera。 

On the 19thb of Ooetober the first performance took place. 
JIn the morning of that qdqay &a very beautiful young lady was 
introduced to me by the leader Lipinsky.。 Her name was Mme. 
了 alergis, and she was 8 niece of the Russian Chancellor，Count 
von Nesselrode。 Liszt had spoken to her about me with such 
enthusiasm that she had travelled all the way to Dresden es- 
pecially to hear the first production of my new work。 工 thought 
工 was right in regarding this fattering visit as 8 good omen. 
But although on this occasion she turned away from me，s0ome- 
what perplexed and disappointed by the very unintelligible 
performance and the somewhat doubtful reception with which 
it met， had su 人 ceient cause in after-years to know how deeply 
this remarkable and energetic woman had nevertheless been 
Impressed. 
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A great contrast to this visit was one 工 recelived from 8a 
peculiar man called C. Gaillard。 He was the editor of a Berlin 
musical paper，which had only just started，and in whlieh 工 
had read with great astonighment an entirely favourable and 
important criticism of my 玉 leqexder 玖 onder。 Although 
necesslty had compelled me to remain indifferent to tbhe atti- 
tude of the critiecs，yet thlis particular notice gave me much 
pleasure，and 工 had invited my unknown eritic to come and 
hear the first productlon of Tayzjaalser in Dresden。 

This he did, and 工 was deeply touched to fnd that 工 had to 
deal with a young man who，in spite of being thbreatened by 
consUumption，and being also exceedingly badly o 在 ，had come 
at my invitation，simnply from a sense of duty and honour，and 
not with any mercenary motive， 工 saw from his knowledge 
and capacitieg that he would never be able to attain & 
posltion of great infuence，pbut hig kindqness of heart and his 
extraordinarily receptive mind flled me with a feeling of pro- 
found respect for him。 A few years later 工 was very sorTy to 
hear that he had at last suceumbed to the terrible disgease from 
whieh 工 knew him to be suffering;j for to the very end he 
remained faithful and devoted to me, in spite of the most trying 
clrcumstances. 

Meanwhile 工 had renewed my acquaintance with the friend 
工 had won through the produetion of the 1aeqeyxxeyr 瓦 orader 
in Berlin，and who for a long time 工 bad never had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing more thoroughly. 工 he second time 工 met 
her was at Schroder-Devrient s，with whom she was already 
on friendly terms，and of whom she used to speak as8“one of 
Imy greatest conquests. 

She was already past her first youth，and had no beauty of 
feature except remarkably penetrating and expresslve eyes that 
showed the greatness of soul with whieh she was gifted。 She 
wa8s the sister of Erommann， the bookseller of Jena,， and coulda 
relate many intimate facts about Goethe，who had stayed at 
her brothers house when he was in that town. She had held 
the position of reader and companlion to the Princess Augusta 
of Prussia，and had thus become intimately acquainted with 
her，and was regarded by her own assoclation as almost a 
bosom friend and confdante of that great lady。 Nevertheless， 
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she lived in extreme poverty，and seemed proud of being able， 
by meangs of her talent as a painter of arabesques，to secure 
for herself some sort of independence。， She always remained 
faithfully devoted to me，as she wasg one of the few who were 
Uninfuenced by the unfavourable impression produced by the 
frst performance of Tazrjiiazlser，and promptly expressed her 
appreciation of my latest work with the greatest enthuslasm。 
With regard to the production itself the conclusions 工 drew 
from it were 838 follows: thbhe real faults in the work，which 工 
have already mentioned incidentally，lay in the sketehy and 
clumsy portrayal of the part of Venus，and consequently of the 
whole of the introductory scene of the first act。 JIn consequence 
of this defect tbhe drama never even Tose to the level of genuine 
warmnth，still less did it attain to the heighte of passlion which， 
according to the poetie conception of the part，should so 
strongly work upon the feelings of the audience as to prepare 
them for the inevitable catastrophe in which the scene culmi- 
nates，and thus lead up to the traglie deEnotue 和 naext。 工 hlis great 
scene W88 8& complete failure，in spite of the fact thbat it was 
entrusted to so great an 8&actress 88 Schroder-Devrient，and a 
singer 80 Unusually gifted as Tichatschek. 工 be genius of 
Devrient milght yet have struck thbhe right note of passion in 
thbe scene had she not chanced to be acting with a singer 
incapable of all dramatie seriousness，and whose natural giftas 
only fitted him for joyous or declamatory accents，and who 
was totally incapable of expressing pain and suffering. 瑟 
was not until Wolfram7s touching song and the closing scene 
of this act were reached that the audience showed any signs of 
emotion。 ichatschek wrought such a tremendous effect 训 
the concluding phrase by the jubilant musiec of his voice that， 
88 工 was afterwards informed, the end of this first act left tbe 
audience in 8 great state of enthusiasm. TIhis was maintained， 
and even exceeded in the second actb during which 了 lizabeth 
and Wolfram made a very sympathetic impression。 It was 
onjy the hero of Tarmzjiiuser who continued to lose ground， 
and at last 80 compjletely failed to hold the audience that in 
the final scene he almost broke down himself in dejection，as 
though the failure of Tanmnjpaaxser were his own。 The fatal 
defect of his performance lay ip his inability to ftnd the 
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right expression for the theme of the great Adagio passage 
of the fnale beginning with the words: “TIo lead the sinner to 
salvation，the 辽 eaven-sent messenger drew near.” 工 he lim- 
portance of this passage 工 have explained at length in my 
subsequent instruections for the production of 了 aryuwjiGauser. 
Indeed，owing to Tichatschek's absolutely expresslonjess Ten- 
dering，which made it seem terribly long and tedious， 工 had to 
omit it entirely from the second performance， As 工 did not 
wish to offend so devoted and， in his way，8o deserving a man 
8a8 Tichatschek,，I jet it be undqerstood 工 had come to the con- 
clusion that thlis theme was a fallure。 Moreover, as Tichatschek 
was thought to be an actor chosen by myself to take the parts 
of the heroes in my works，thig passage，which was 8o im- 
measurably vital to the opera，continued to be omitted in al 
the 8s8ubsequent productions of Taznzjauser，88 though this 
proceeding had been approved and demanded by me 工 there- 
fore cherished no illusions about the value of the subsequent 
universal success of hls opera on the German stage。 My hero， 
who，in rapture 88 in woe，should always have asserted his 
feelings with boundless energy，slunk away at the end of the 
second act with the humble bearing of a penitent sinner，only 
to reappear in the third with a demeanour designed to waken 
the charitable sympathy of the audience。 了 is pronunciation 
of the Pope's excommunication，however，was rendered ith 
his usual ful zhetorical power，and it was refreshing to 
hear his voice dominating the accompanying trombones。 
Granted that this radical defect in the hero's acting had le 人 tt 
the public in a doubtful and unsatisfied astate of suspense re- 
garding the meaning of the whole，yet the mistake in the 
execution of the fnal scene，arising from my own inexperience 
in this new fieldq of dramatic creation，undoubtedly contributed - 
to produce a chilling Uncertainty 88 to the true significance 
of the scenic action。 In my first complete version 工 had made 
Venus，on the occasion of her second attempt to recall her 
faithjess lover，appear iD a visgion to Tannhauser when he is 
in a frenzy of madneses，and the avwfulness of the situation 
is merely suggested by a faint roseate glow upon the distant 
了 Orselberg. 卫 ven the definite announcement of 王 lizabeth”s 
death was a sudden Inspiration on tbe part of Wolfram。 This 
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idea 工 intended to convey to the jlistening audience solely 
by the sound of bells tolling in the distance，and by a faint 
gleam of torches to attract their eyes to thbe remote Wartburg. 
Moreover，there was 8& lack of precision and clearness ln the 
appearance of tbhe chorus of young pilgrims，whose duty it was 
to _ announce the miracle by their song alone。. At thbat time 工 
had given them no budqing staves to carry，and had unfortu- 
nately spoiled their refrain by a tedious and unbroken monotony 
of accompaniment。 

When at last the curtain fell， 工 was under the impression， 
not 80 much from the behaviour of the audience，which was 
friendly，as from my own inward conviction，that the failure 
of this work was to be attributed to the immature and unsult- 
able material used in its production。 My depression Was exX- 
treme，and 8 few friends who were present after the piece， 
8mong them Imy dear sister Clara and her husband，were 
equally affected. That very evening 工 decided to remedy the 
defects of the first night before the second performance。 工 
Was consclous of where the princlipal fault lay, but hardly dared 
如 ve expression to my conviction。 At the sllightest attempt 
on my part to explain anything to Tichatschek 工 had to aban- 
don it，8as 工 realised the impossibility of sucecess。 工 should 
only have made him 8o embarrassed and annoyed， that on one 
pretext or 8&nother he would never have sung 了 azra7jiitLSer 
again。 JIn order to ensure the repetition of my opera，there- 
fore, 工 took the only course open to me by arrogating to myself 
al blame for the failure。 工 could thus make considerable 
curtailments，whereby，of course，the dramatic significance of 
the jleading role was considerably jlessened; this，however， 
did not interfere with the other parts of the opera，which had 
been favourably received. Consequently，although inwardly 
very humiliated， 工 hoped to gain some advantage for my Work 
at the second performance，and was particularly desirous that 
this should take place with as jittlje delay as possible。 Bnut 
Tichatschek was hoarse，and 工 had to possess Imy soul in pa- 
tience for fulljy 8 week. 

I can hard]ly describe what 工 suffered during that time; 刘 
seemed as if this delay would compjletely ruin my work。 下 very 
day that elapsed between the first and second performance 
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left the result of the former more and more problematic，until 
at jast 让 appeared to be &a generally acknowledged failure. 
While the public as a whole expressed angry astonishment 
that，after the approval they had shown of my 妈 xezzz， 工 had 
paid no attention to their taste in writing my new Work，there 
were may kind and judiclious friends who were utterly per- 
plexed at its ine 伍 ciency，the principal parte of whlich they 
had been unable to understand，or thought were imperfectly 
sketched and finished， TIhe eritics，with unconcealed joy，at- 
tacked it as ravens attack carrion thbrown out to thbem。 卫 ven 
the passlons and prejudices of the dqay were drawn into the 
controversy in order， 这 possible，to confuse men's minds，and 
prejudice them against me It was just at the time when the 
German-Catholiec agitation, set in motion by Czersky and Ronge 
3a8 8 highly meritorious and liberal movement，w8as causing a 
great commotion。 It was now made out that by Tarzjatlse7 
工 had provoked a reactionary tendency，and that precisely as 
Meyerbeer with his 万 wwenotls had glorified Protestantigm，8o0 
I 工 with my latest opera would glorify Cathbolicism. 

The rumour that in writing Zaitser 工 had been bribed 
by the Catholie part was believed for a long time， While 
the effort was being made to ruin my popularity by thbis means， 
I had the questionable honour of being approached，first by 
]etter，afterywards in person，by a certain ML Rousseau at that 
time editor of the Prusslan laatszettuI，who wished for my 
friendship and heljp， 工 knew of him only in connection with &a 
scathing criticism of my 环 1xegerdeyr 已 onder。 有 e informed 
me that he had been sent from Austria to further the Catholic 
cause in Berlin，but that he had had so many sad experiences 
of the fruitlessness of his efforts，thbat he was now returning to 
Vienna to continue his work in this direction undisturbed， 
with which work 工 had, by my Zaiuser，proclaimed myse 才 
fully in accord. 

That remarkable paper, the Dresdener 4mzezqger which was a 
local organ for the redress of slander and scandalj，daily pub- 
lished some fresh bit of news to my prejudice。， At last 工 
noticed that these attacks were met by witty and foreible 
little snubs，and also that encouraging comments appeared in 
my favour，which for some time suUrprised me Very much，88 
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工 knew that only enemies and never friends interested thbem- 
selves in such cases。 But 工 learned，to my amusement，from 
Rockel，that he and my friend Heine had carried out this 
inspiriting campaign on my behajlf{. 

The ill-feeling against me in this quarter was only trouble- 
so0me because at that unfortunate period 工 was hindered from 
expresslng myself through zy work. TIichatschek continued 
hoarse, and it was salid he would never sing in my opera again。 
工 heard from Liittichau thbat，scared by the failure of Tano- 
Aiaser，he was holding himself in readiness to countermand 
the order for the promised scenery for the 了 all of Song，or 
to cancel it altogether. 工 was 8o terrified at the cowardice 
which was thus revealed，that 工 myself began to look upon 
Taz7jialser 88 doomed。 My prospects and my whole position， 
when viewed in this mood，may be readily gathered from my 
communications，especially those referring to my negotiationg 
for the publication of my works. 

TIhis terrible week dragged out 1ike an endless etermmity。 工 
was afraid to look anybody in the face, but was one day obliged 
to go to Meser's music shop，where 工 met Gottfried Semper 
just buying 8 text-book of Tayjialser。 Only a short ftime 
before 工 had been very much put out in disecussing this subject 
with him; he would listen to nothing 工 had to say about the 
Minnesingers and Pilgrims of the Middle Ages in connection 
with art，but gave me to Understand thbat he despised me for 
my choice of such material. 

While Meser assured me that no inquiry whatever had been 
recelved for the numbers of Tazrmjinlser already published， 
it Was strange hbat my most energetice antagonist should be 
the only person who had actually bought and paid for a copy. 
In a peculiarly earnest and impressive manner he remarked to 
me that it was necessary to be thoroughjly acquainted with the 
subject 寺 a just opinion was to be passed on it，and that 
for this purpose，unfortunately，mnothing but the text Was 
available， TIhig very meeting with Semper，strange 88 二 tt 
may appear，Wa8 the first really encouraging sign that 工 can 
remember. 

But I found my greatest consolation in those dqays of trouble 
and anxiety in 了 Rickel，who from that time forward entered 
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into & lifelong intimacy with me He had，without my being 
&wWare of it，disputed，explained，quarrelled，and petitioned on 
Iy behajlf, and thereby roused himself to a veritable enthusiasm 
for Tan7zatuser。 The evening before the second performanecee， 
which was at last to take place，we met over 8 glass of beer， 
and his bright demeanour had such a cheering effect upon me 
that we became very jlively.。 After contemplating my head 
for some time，he swore that it was impossible to destroy me， 
that thbere was 8& something in me，something，probably，in my 
blood，as similar characteristics alsgo appeared in my brother 
Albert，who was otherwise so unlike me。 TIo speak more 
plainly，be called it the peculiar jeal of my temperament ; 
this heat he thought，mijight consume others，whereas 工 ap- 
peared to feel at my best when it glowed most fiercely，for 
he had several times seen me positively ablaze。 工 laughed， 
and did not know what to make of his nonsense。 Well，he 
said， 工 shouldq soon see what he meant im TaxiiuLser，for 应 
wa8 simply absurd to think the work would not live; and 
he was 8&bsolutely certain of its success。 工 thought over the 
matter on my way home，and came to the conclusion that 这 
Tanjaalser did indeed win its way，and become really popular， 
incalculable possibilities might be attained. 

At last thbhe time arrived for our second performance。 下 or 
this 工 tbought 工 had made due preparation by lessening thbe 
importance of the principal part，and lowering my original 
ideals about some of the more important portions，8and 工 
hoped by accentuating certain undoubtedly attractive passages 
to secure & genuine appreciation of the whbhole， 工 was greatly 
delighted with the scenery which had at last arrived for the 
瑞 all of Song in the second act，the beanutiful and iinposing 
effect of which cheered us all, for we looked upon it as a good 
omen。 Unfortunately 工 had to bear the humiliation of seeing 
the theatre nearly empty。 This，more than anything else， 
8U 仁 ced to convince me What the opinion of the pubjic realjy 
Was8 in regard to. my work， But， 这 thbe audience was scanty， 
the majority，at any Tate，consisted of the first friends of my 
art，8nd the reception of the piece was very cordial Mitter- 
Wurzer es8pecialy aroused the greatest en 吉 usiasm。 As for 
Tichatschek，my anxious friends， 了 tckel and Heine，thbought 
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让 necessary to endeavour by every artifice to keep him in a 
good humour for his part。 JIn order to 如 ve Practical assistance 
in making the undoubted obscurity of the last scene clear，my 
friends had asked several young people, more especially artists， 
to give vent to torrents of applause at those parts which are 
not generally regarded by the opera-going public as provoking 
any demonstration。 Strange to s8y，the outburst of applause 
thus provoked after the words) “An angel flies to God's throne 
for thee，and will make his voice heard; 了 einrichb，thou art 
saved” made the entire situation suddenly clear to the public。 
At all subsequent productions this continued to be the principal 
moment for the expression of sympathy on the part of the 
audience，although it had passed quite unnoticed on the first 
night.。 A few days later a third performance took place，but 
this time before 8&a f 名 ] house。 Schrbder-Devrient，depressed 
at the small share she was able to take in the 8uccess of Imy 
Work，watcehed the progress of the opera from the small stage 
box ; she informed me that Liittichau had come to her with 
8a beaming face，s8ying he thought we had now carried 了 ai- 
AnaLser happily thbrough. 

And this certainjy proved to be the case;j we often repeated 
it in the course of the winter，but noticed bat When two 
performances followed elose upon one another，there Was8 not 
such 8 rush for the second，from which we concluded that 工 
had not yet gained the approval of the great opera-going 
publie, but only of the more cujtured section of the community。 
Among these real friende of 了 Taxialser there were many， 
8a8 工 gradualy discovered，who as 8 rule never visited the 
tbeatre at al，and least of al the opera。 This interest on the 
part of a totally new publie continued to grow in intensity， 
and expressed jltseljf in & delightful and hitherto unknown 
manner by a strong sympathy for the author。 It was particu- 
larly painful to me，on Tichatschek's account，to respond alone 
to the calls of the audience after almost every act ; however， 
工 had at last to submit as Imy refusal would only have exposed 
the vocalist to fresh humiliations，{for when he appeared on 
the stage with hisg colleagues without me，the loud shouts for 
me Were almost insulting to him。 With what genuine eager- 
ness did 工 wish that the contrary were the case， and that the 
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excellence of the execution might overshadow the author。 The 
conviction that 工 should never attain this with my Tar 有 02LSe7 
in Dresden guided me in all my future undertakingsg。 But， at 
al events, in producing TazzijiaLser in this elity 工 had succeeded 
in making at least the cultured publie acquainted with my 
peceuiar tendencies，by stimulating their mental faculties and 
stripping thbe performance of all realistie accessories。 工 did 
not，however，8succeed in making these tendencies su 全 ciently 
clear in 8 dramatie performance，and in such an ijrresistibjle 
and convinciag manner 88 also to familiarise the uneujltivated 
taste of the ordinary publie with them when they saw them 
embodied on the stage. 

By enlarging the circle of my acquaintances，and making 
interesting friends， 工 had a good opportunity during the 
winter of obtaining further information on this point in a way 
that was both instrucetive and encouraging.。 My acquaintance 
and close intimacy at this time with Dr。 也 ermann Kranck 
of Breslau，who had for some time been living quietly in 
Dresden，was 8lso very inspiring. He was very comfortably 
0o 企 ，and was one of those men who，by 8 wide knowledge and 
good judgment，combined with considerable gifts as an author， 
won an excellent reputation for himself in a large and select 
circlje of private friends，without，however，making any great 
name for himself with the publiec。 He endeavoured to use his 
knowjledge and abilities for the general good， and was induced 
by Brockhaus to edit the Deutsche 471gemezie 2Qetztfuzg when t 
frst started。 工 hi8 paper had been founded by Brockhauns 
80me years earljer. 也 owever，after editing it for 8 year， 
上 ranck reslgned this post，and from that time forward it wa8 
on]y on the very rarest occasions that he could be persuaded 
to _ touch anything connected with journalism。 His curt and 
spirited remarks about his experiences ln connection with the 
Dervtlsche 411qemeze Gettoig justified his disinelination to 
engage in any work connected with the publie press。 My ap- 
preciatioa was all the greater，therefore，when，without any 
persuasion on Imy part，he wrote 8a full report on 了 aroyj 几 OoLSer 
for the 4qgsburger 41yemetie Gettuig， This appeared in 
October or November，l1845，in a supplement to that paper， 
sand although it contained the frst account of a Work which 
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has since been so widely discussed， 工 regard it，after mature 
consideration，88 the most far-reaching and exhaustive that 
has ever been written By thls means my name figured for 
the first time in the great 了 uropean political paper，whbose 
columns，in consequence of a remarkable change of front which 
wa88 to the interests of the proprietors，have since been open 
to any one Who wished to make merry at the expense of me 
or Iay Work. 

The point which particularly attracted me in Dr， KKranck 
was thbe delicate and tactful art he displayed in his eriticism 
and his methods of discusslion。 工 here was 8omething dis- 
tinguished about them that was not 80 Inuch the outcome of 
rank and social position as of genuine world-wide culture. 

The dqelicate coldness and reserve of his manner charmed 
rather ban repelled me，8as it was & characteristie 工 had not 
met with hitherto.。 When 工 foundq him expressing himself 
with some reserve in regard to persons who en]joyed a reputa- 
tion to which 工 did not think they were always entitjed， 工 was 
very pleased to see during my intercourse with him that in 
many Way8 工 exercised a decisive infiuence over higs opinion。 


_ 卫 ven at that time 工 did not care to let it pass Uncehallenged 


when people evaded the close analysis of the work of this or 
that celebrity，by referring in terms of eulogy to his“good- 
nature.” 工 even cornered my worldly wise friend on this point 
when 8a few years later 工 had the satisfaction of getting from him 
8 Very conclse explanation of Meyerbeer's “good-nature)” of 
whlich he had once spoken，and he recalled with a smile tbhe 
extraordinary questions 工 had put to him at the time。 He 
wa8，however， quite alarmed when 工 gave him a very lucid ex- 
planation of the disinterestedness and conspicuous altruism of 
Mendelssohn in the service of art，of which he hadq spoken 
enthusiastically。 JIn a conversation about Mendelssohn he had 
remarked how delightful it was to fnd a man able to make 
real sacrifices in order to free himself from aa false position 
tbat Was of no service to art It was assuredqly a grand thing， 
he said，to have renounced a good salary of nine thousand 
marks 88 general Imusical conductor in Berlin，and to have 
retired to Leipzig as a simple conductor at the Gewandhaus 
concerts，and Mendelssohn was much to be admired on that 
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account。 Just at that time 工 happened to be in a position to 
give Some correct details regarding thlis apparent sacrifice on 
the part of Mendelssohn，because when 工 bad made 8 serious 
proposal to our general management about increasing the 
slaries of several of the poorer members of the orchestray 
Liitticehau was requested to inform me that，according to the 
King's latest commands，the expenditure on the state bands 
Was to be so restricted that for the present the poorer chamhber 
musicians could not claim any consideration，for 了 err von 
Falkenstein，the governor of the Leipzig district，who was 8 
passionate admirer of Mendelssohn's，had gone so far as to 
infuence the 表 King to appoint the jlatter secret conductor， 
with a seceret salary of six thousand marks。、 工 his sum， 
together with the salary of three thousand marks openly granted 
him by the management of the Leipzig Gewandhaus，would 
amply compensate him for the position he had renounced 训 
Berlin, and he had consequently consented to migrate to Leipzilg. 
This large grant had，for decency's sake， to be kept secret by 
the board administering the bandq funds，not only because tt 
was detrimental to the intereste of the institution，but also 
because it might give offence to those Who were acting 3a8 
conduetors at 8a lower salary， 计 they knew another man had 
been appointed to a sinecure。 rom these circumstances Men- 
delssohn derived not only the advantage of having the grant 
kept a secret，but also the satisfaction of allowing his friends 
to applaud him as a model of self-sacerificing zeal for going 
to Leipzig; which they could easily do，although they knew 
him to be in a good fnaneial position。 When 工 ezplained bis 
to 下 ranck，he was astonished，and admitted it was one of thbe 
strangest caseg he had ever come across in connecton With 
Undeserved fame. 

We soon arrived at a mutual understanding in our views 
about many other artistice celebrities with whom we came 了 
contact at that time in Dresden。 Ihis was a slimple matter 
in the case of Ferdinand Hiller，who was regarded as thbe chief 
of the “good-natured ” ones.。、 了 Regarding the more famous 
painters of the so-called Diisseldorf School，whom 工 met fre- 
quently through the medium of Tazx7jitLser，it Was not qulte 
80 6e887 to come to 8& conclusion，8a8 工 was to 8 great extent 
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infuenced by the fame attached to their well-known names; 
but here again Franck startled me with opportune and con- 
clusive reasons for disgappointment.。 When it was 8 question 
between Bendemann and Hiibner, it seemed to me that Hiibner 
might very well be sacrificed to Bendemann。 工 he jlatter，who 
haq only just compjleted the frescoes for one of the reception- 
room8 at the royal palace，and had been rewarded by his 
friends with a banquet，appeared to me to have the right to be 
honoured as 8 great master.。 工 was very much astonlished， 
therefore，when ranck calmly pitied the 及 ing of Saxony 
for having had his room“bedaubed ' by Bendemann1 Never- 
theless，there was no denying that these people were“good- 
natured.” My intercourse with tbhem became more frequent; 
and at al events offered me opportunities of mixing with the 
more cultured artistice society，in distinction to the theatrical 
circles with which 工 had usualy associated; yet 工 never de- 
Tived from it tbhe least enthusiasm or inspiration。 The latter， 
however，appears to have been Hillers main object，and that 
winter he organised a sort of social circle which held weekly 
meetings at the home of one or the other of ite members in 
turn。 Reinecke，who was both painter and poet，joined this 
society，together with Hiibner and Bendemann，and had the 
bad fortune to write the new text for an opera for 也 iller， 
the fate of which 工 will dqeseribe later on Robert Schumann， 
the musiceian，who was also in Dresden at this time，and Was 
busy working out on opera，which eventually developed into 
Cenoveja, made advances to Hiller and myself.， 工 had alreadqy 
known Sechumann in Leipzig，and we had both entered upon 
ou muslcal careers at about the same time。 工 had also occasion- 
8]y sent small contributions to the Newe QZeztscjprzFt Fr Ms 
of which he had formerly been editor, and more recently a longer 
one from Paris on Rossini's Slabat Moler。 He had been asked 
to conduet his Paoradzes xd PPem at 8 concert to be given at 
the theatre; but his peculiar awkwardness in conducting on 
刀 at occasion aroused my sympathy for the conscientious and 
energetic Inusician Whose work made so strong an appeal 
to me，and a kindjy and friendly confdence soon grew up 
between us。 After aa performance of Tanjizser，at which 
he was present，he called on me one mormning and declared 
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himaself fully and decidedly in favour of my work。 The only 
objection he had to make was that the siretta of the second 
fnale was too abrupt & criticism which proved his keenness 
of perception; and 工 was able to show him，by the score，how 
bad been compelled，much against my inclination，to curtaj] 
the opera，and thereby cereate the position to whlich he had 
taken exception。 We often met when out walking and，as far 
88 jit wW8s posslibje with 8a person 8o Sparing of words，we ex- 
changed views on matters of musical interest 也 e was look- 
ing forward to the production，under my baton，of Beetho- 
ven's Ninth Symphony，as he had attended the performances 
at Leipzig，and bad been very much disappointed by Mendels- 
sohn's conducting，which had quite misunderstood the time 
of the first movement. Otherwise hisg society did not inspire 
me particularly，and the fact that he was too conservative to 
benefit by my views was soon shown，more especial]ly in his 
conception of the poem of Cenovefac.、 It was clear hbat Imy 
example had only made a very tansient Impression on him， 
only just enough，in fact，to make him think it advisable to 
write the text of an opera himself. He afterwards invited me 
to hear him read his libretto，which was a combination of the 
styles of 也 ebbel and Tieck. When，however， out of a genuine 
desire for the success of his work，about which 工 had serioue 
misgivings，I called his attention to some grave defects in it 
and suggested the necessary 8&lterations，I reallised how matters 
stood with this extraordinary person: he simply wanted me 
to be swayed by himself，but deeply resented any interfer- 
ence with the product of his own ideals，so that thenceforward 
II jet matters alone. 

In the following winter，our circle，thanks to the assiduity 
of Hiller，wasg considerably widened，and lt now became 8 
sort of club whose object was to meet freely every week in 8 
room 8t 了 ngel's restaurant at the 了 ostplatz.， Just about 
thisg tirme the famous J. Secehnorr of Munich was appointed 
director of the museums in Dresden，and we entertained him 
at aa banquet. 工 had already seen some of his ]large and 
well-executed cartoons，which made a deep impression on me， 
not only on account of their dimensions，but also by reason 
of the events they depioted from old German history，in whbich 
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I was at that time particularly interested. 工 was hrough 
Schnorr that 工 now became acquainted with the “Munich 
School ”of which he was the master. My heart overfowed 
when I 工 thought what it meant for Dresden, 过 such giante of 
German art were to shake hands there。 工 was much struck 
by Schnorr's appearance and conversation，and 工 could not 
reconcile his whining pedagogice manner with his mighty 
cartoons; however， 工 thought it a great stroke of luck when 
he also took to frequenting 了 ngels restaurant on Saturdays. 
He was well versed in the old Germnan legends，and 工 was 
delighted when they formed the topice of conversation。 The 
famoug scoulptor， 互 anel]，used also to attend thbese meetings， 
and his marvellous talent inspired me with the greatest respect， 
although 工 was not an authority on his work，and could only 
judge of it by my own feelings， 工 soon saw that his bearing 
and manner were affected; he was very fond of expressing 
his opinion and judgment on questions of art，and 工 was not 
in 8 position to decide whethbher thbey were reliable or otherwise. 
Jn fact, it often occurred to me that 工 was listening to a Philis- 
tine 8wWaggerer.。 LIt w88 only when my old friend Pecht who 
had also settjed in Dresden for a ttme clearly and emphatically 
explained to me 瑟 inel's standing as an artist， that 工 conquered 
al my secret doubts，and tried to find some pleasure in his 
Works。 也 ietschel]，who was also a member of our society，was 
the very 8&ntitheslgs of 也 inel 工 often found it di 人 acult to 
beljieve thbat the pale delicate man，with the whining nervous 
Way of expressing himself，was realjy a seculptor; but as similar 
pecujiarities in SochnorT did not prevent me from recognisging 
him as a marvellous painter，thig helped me to make friends 
with Rietechel，as he was quite free from affectation，and had 
8& Warm sympathetie soul that drew me ever closer to him. 
工 lso rememhber hearing from him a very enthusiastic appre- 
ciation of my personality as a conductor. In spite，however， 
of being fellow-members of our versatile art club，we never 
attained 8a footing of real comradeship，for，after all，no one 
thought much of anybody else's talents。 Eor instance，Hiller 
”had arranged some orchestral concerts，and to commemorate 
thbem he was entertained at the usual banquet by his friends， 
when his services were gratefully acknowledged with due 
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rhetorical pathos。 Yet 工 never found，in my private inter- 
course with Hillers friends，the least enthusiasm in regard to 
has work; on the contrary， 工 only noticed exzpressions of doubt 
and apprehensive shrugs. 

These f6ted concerts soon came to an end. At our 8social 
evenings We Dever discussed the works of the masterge who 
Were present;j thbey were not even mentioned，and it was 
800nD evident that none of the members knew what to talk 
about.。 Semper was the only man who，in his extraordinary 
fashion，often so enlivened our entertainments tbhat Rietschel， 
inwardly sympathetic, thbough painfully startled，would heartily 
complain against the unrestralined outbursts that led not 
infrequently to hot discussions between Semper and myself. 
Strange to say，we two alwaysg seemed to start from thbe hy- 
potbesig tbat we were antagonists，{for he insisted upon regard- 
ing me 8s the representative of mediseval Catholicism，which he 
often_ attacked with real fury. 工 eventually succeeded in 
persuading him that my studies and inclinations had always 
jed me to German antiquity，and to thbhe discovery of ideals in 
the early Teutonie myths。 When we came to paganism，and 
工 expressed my enthusiasm for the genuine heathen legends， 
he became quite a_ different being，and a deep and growing 
interest now began to Unite us in such a way that it quite 
isolated us from the rest of the company。 It was，however， 
lmposslble ever to settle anything without a heated argumenb 
not only because Semper had a peculiar habit of contradicting 
everything fatiy，but also because he knew his views were 
opposed to those of the entire company. 互 is8 paradoxical 
3a8sertlion8，whlich were 8pparently only intended to stir up 
strife，soon made me realige，beyond any doubt，that he was 
the only one present who was passionately in earnest about 
everythbing he salid，whbereas all the others were quite content 
to let the matter drop when convenient. A man of the jatter 
type wa8 Gutzkow，who was often with us;i he had been 
SUminoned to Dresden by the general management of our 
court theatre， to act lin the capacity of dramatist and adapter 
of plays. Several of his pieces had recently met with great 
Success: Oopf WCG chent， Das UVrbiC des Tarturre，and 
WU7?e! 4cosla, shed an unexpected lustre on the latest dramatic 
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repertoire，and it seemed as though the advent of Ghtzkow 
would inaugurate 8 new era of glory for the Dresden theatre， 
Where my oper8s had also been frst produced. The good 
intentions of the management were certalinly undeniable。 My 
only regret on that occasion Was that the hopes my old friend 
Laube entertained of being summoned to Dresden to fl that 
post were Unrealised. He also had thrown himselftf enthusi- 
astically into the work of dramatie literature。 卫 ven in 了 Paris 
工 hbad noticed the eagerness with which he used to study the 
technique of dramatie composition，especially that of Seceribe， 
in the hope of acquiring the skill of that writer，without which， 
88 he soon discovered，ao poetical drama in German could be 
successful]. He maintained that he had thoroughly mastered 
this style in his comedy， 好 ococo，and he cherished the conyvic- 
tion that he could work up any imaginable material into an 
effective stage play. 

At the same time，he was very careful to show equal skill 
in the selection of his material. JIn my opinion this theory of 
his was & compjlete failure，8as his onjy successful pieces were 
those in which popular interest wW8S excited by cateh-phrases. 
This interest was8 8lways more OF less 8&ssociated with the 
politics of the day，and generally involved some obvious dia- 
tribes about “German unity ”and “German 工 iberalism.” As 
this important stimulus was first applied by way of experi- 
ment to the subsceribers to our Residenz Theater, and afterwards 
to the German publie generaly，it had,， as 工 have already said， 
to be worked out with the consummate skill which，presumahbly, 
could only be learned from modern 下 rench writers of comie 
opera. 

工 was very glad to see the result of this study in aube's 
Plays，more especialy as when he visited us in Dresden，which 
he often did on the occasion of a new production, he admitted his 
indebtedness with modest candour，and was far from pretend- 
jing to be a real poet。 Moreover，he displayed great skill and 
an almoast fiery zeal not only in the preparation of his pieces， 
but also in their production，8o that the offer of a post at 
Dresden，the hope of which hadq been held out to him，would 
at least，from 8 Practical point of view，have been & benefit 
to the theatre。 下 inally，however，the choice fell on his rival 


390 MY JIE 了 


Gutzkow，in spite of his obvious unsuitability for the practical 
work of dramatist. It was evident thbat even as regards his 
successful plays his triumph was mainly due to his jiterary 
skill]，because these effective plays were immediately followed 
by wearisome productions which made us realise, to our astonish- 
ment，that he himseljf could not have been aware of the skil 
he had previously displayed.。 划 was，however，Pprecisgely these 
abstract quajlities of the genuine Ian of letters which，in the 
eyes of many，cast over him the halo of literary greatness; and 
when Liitticehau，thinking more of a showy reputation than of 
permanent benefit to his theatre，decided to give the prefer- 
ence to Gutzkow，he thought his choice wouUd give 8 8pecial 
impetus to the cause of higher culture， Io me the appoint- 
ment of Gutzkow as the director of dramatie art at tbhe theatre 
wa8 pecujiarly objectionable，as it was not long before 工 was 
convinced of his utter incompetence for the task，and it Was 
probably owing to the frankness with whbich 工 expressed Imy 
opinion to Liitticehau that our subsequent estrangement 台 88 
originally due。 工 had to complain bitterly of the want of judg- 
ment and the levity of those who so reckjlessly selected men to 
人 1] the posts of managers and conductors in such preclioug 
jinstitutions of art as the German royal theatres。 To obviate 
the failure 工 felt convinced must follow on tbis important 
appointment， 工 made & 8peclal request that Gutzkow shoujld 
not be allowed to interfere in the management of the opera; 
he readily yielded，and thus spared himsejf great humiliation。 
This action，however，created a feeling of mlstrust between us， 
though 工 was quite ready to remove this as far 88 possible 
by coming into personal contact with him whenever oppor 
tunity offered on those evenings when the artists used to 
gather at the club，as already described。 工 would gladly have 
made this strange man，whose head was anxiously bowed down 
on hig breast，relax and unburden himsejf in his conversationg 
with me，but 工 was Unsuccessful，on account of his constant 
Teserve and suspicion，and his studied aloofness. An oppor- 
tunity 8rose for a discussion between us when he wanted the 
orchestra to take 8a melodramatie part (which they afterwards 
did) in a certain scene of his UVrie! 4coslo，where the hero bad 
to recant bis alleged heresy. 工 be orchestra had to execute 
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the 8oft tremolo for a given time on certain chords，but when 
I heard the performance it appeared to me absurd，and equally 
derogatory both for the music and the drama. 

On one of these evenings 工 tried to come to an Understanding 
with Gutzkow concerning this，and the employment of music 
generally 88 & melodramatie auxiliary to the drama，8&nd 工 
discussed my views on the subject in accordance with the 
highest principles 工 bad conceived。 也 e met all the chief points 
of my discussion with a nervous distrustful silence，but fnally 
explained that 工 really went too far in the signifeance which 
I claimed for music, and that he failed to understand how music 
Would be degraded if it were applied more sparingly to the 
drama，seeing hbat the claims of verse Were often treated with 
Imuch less respect when it was Used 88 8 mere 8ccesS0ryY t 
operatic music。 To put it Practicaly，in fact，it would be 
&dvisable for the librettist not to be too dainty in hlisg matter; 
it was nit possible always to give the actor a brilliant exit; at 
the same time，however，nothing could be more painful than 
when the chief performer made his exit without any applause. 
In such cases a little distracting noise in the orchestra really 
supplied a happy diversion。 This 工 actually heard Gutzkow 
88y; Imoreover， 工 eawW that he really meant it! After this 工 
felt 工 had done with him. 

It was not long before 工 had equally little to do with al thbe 
painters，musicians，and other zealots in art belonging to our 
society. At the same time，however， 工 came into closer con- 
tact with Berthold Auerbach.。 With great enthusiasm，Alwine 
上 rommann had already drawn my attention to Auerbach?s 
Pastioral Stortes。 工 he account she gave of these modest works 
(for that ia how she characterised them) sounded quite 
attractive。 She said that they had had the same refreshing 
effect on her circle of friends in Berlin as that produced by 
opening the window of a scented boudoir (to which she com- 
pared the literature they had hitherto been used to)，and 
jetting in the fresh air of the woods。 After that 工 read the 
Zaostoral tores of 页 e Preck Forest，which had so quickly 
become famous，and 工 too，was strongly attracted by the 
contents and tone of these realistie anecdotes about the jife 
of the people in a locality which it was easy enough to identify 
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from the vivid descriptions。 As at this time Dresden seemed 
to be becoming ever Imore and more the rendezvous for the 
lights of ouz literary and artistie World，Auerbach also recon- 
ciled himself to taking up his quarters in thisa city; and for 
quite a long time lived with his friend Hiller，who thus again 
had a celebrity at his side of equal standing with himself， The 
short，sturdy Jewish peasant boy，as he was placed to repre- 
sent himsejf to be, made a very agreeable impression。 It was 
only later that 工 understood the signifcance of bis green 
jacket，and above all of his green hunting-cap，which made 
him look exactly what the author of xcpza7 Pastoral 人 tortzes 
ought to look like，and this signifceance was anything but a 
naive 0ne。 The Swiss poet，Gottfried 玉 eller，once told me 
that，when Auerbach was in Ziirich，and he had decided on 
taking him up，he (Auerbach) had drawn his attention to the 
best way in which to introduce one'8 literary effusions to the 
public，and to make money，and he advised him，above all 
things, to get a coat and cap like his own, for being,， as he said， 
like himself，neither handsome nor wel grown，it would be 
far better delliberately to make himself look rough and queer ; 
80 8&ying，he placed his cap on his head in such a way 38 to 
]ook a jlittle raklish。 上 or the time being， 工 percelived no real 
affectation in Auerbach ; he had assimilated so much of the 
tone and ways of the people，and had done this so happily， 
that，in any case，one cotuld not help asking oneself why，with 
these delightful qualities，he should move with such tremen- 
dous ease in spheres that seemed absolutely antagonistic。 At 
all events，he always seemed in his true element even in thbose 
circles which really seemed most opposed to his assumed 
character; there he stood in his green coat，keen，sensitive， 
and_ natural，8surrounded by the distinguished society thbat 
fattered him; and he loved to show jletters he had recelved 
from the Grand Duke of Weimar and his answers to them，al] 
the time looking at things from the standpoint of the Swablan 
peasant nature which suited him so admirably. 

What especially attracted me to him was the fact thbat he 
was the first Jew 工 ever met with whom one coud discuss 
Judaism with absolute freedom.。 也 e even seemed particularly 
desirous of removing，in his agreeable manner，al prejudice 
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on this score; and it wa8 reajly touching to hear him speak 
of his boyhood，and_ declare that he was perhaps the only 
German who had read 玉 lopstock"e Wesstaj all through. 了 av- 
jing one day become absorbed in thlisg work，which he read 
secretly in his cottage home，he had played the truant from 
school， and whben he fnally arrived too late at the seohool-house， 
his teacher angrily exclaimed: “You confounded Jew-boy， 
Where have you been? Lending money again ” Such experil- 
ences had only made him feel pensive and melancholy，but not 
bitter，and he had even been inspired with real compasslion 
for the coarseness of his tormentors。 IThese were trzaits in hig 
character which drew me very strongly to himn。 As time 
went on，however，it seemed to me 3 serious matter that he 
could not get away from the atmosphere of these ideas，for 工 
began to feel that the universe contained no other problem 
for him than the elucidation of the Jewish question.。 One day， 
therefore， 工 protested as good-naturedly and confdentially as 
I could，and advised him to let the whole problem of Judqaism 
drop，as there were，after all，many other standpoints from 
which the world might be eriticised。 Strange to 8s8ay，he 
thereupon not only lost hisg ingeniousness，but also fell to 
whining in an ecstatie fashlion，which did not seem to me very 
genuline，8and assured me thbat that would be an impossibility 
for him，as there was still so much in Judaism whbich needed 
his whole sympathy。 工 could not help recalling the surprising 
angulsh which he had manifested on this occasion，When 工 
learned，in the course of time, that he had repeatedly arranged 
Jewish marriages，concerning the happy result of which 工 heard 
nothing，save that he had，by this means, made quite a fortune. 
When，several years afterwards， 工 again saw him in Ziirich， 工 
observed that his appearance had unfortunately changed in a 
manner quite disconcerting: he looked reajly extraordinarily 
common and dirty; his former refreshing liveliness had turned 
into the usual Jewish restlessnessy and it was easy to see that 
al he said was uttered as if he regretted that his words could 
not be taurmed to better account in a newsgpaper article. 

During his time in Dresden，however，Auerbach's warm 
agreement with my artistic Projects really did me good，even 
though it may have been only from his Semitie and Swabian 
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standpoint; 8o did the novelty of the experience 工 was at that 
time Undergoing as an artist，in meeting with ever-increasing 
regard and recognition among people of note， of acknowledged 
importance and of exceptional culture。 划 ，after the success 
obtained by Rezzz,， 工 still remained with the circle of the real 
theatrical world，the greater success following on Tayzozj0iaLse7 
certalinly brought me into contact with such people as 工 have 
mentioned above，who，though to be sure they considerably 
enlarged my ideas，at the same time impressed me very 
unfavourably with what was apparently the pinnacle of the 
artistic ]ife of the period。 At any rate, 工 felt neither rewarded 
nor，jfortunately，even diverted by the acquaintances 工 won 
by the first performance of my Tazrmiauser that winter。 On 
the contrary， 工 felt an irresistible desire to withdraw into my 
shell and leave these gay surroundings into which，strangely 
enough，I had been introduced at the instigation of Hiller， 
whom 工 soon recognised as being aa nonentity。 工 felt 工 must 
quickly compose something，88 thbhl8 wa8s the only means of 
ridding myself of all the disturbing and painful excitement 
Taz7jiitLser had produced in me. 

Only a few weeks after the first performancee 工 had worked 
out the whole of the Zojengrwt text， JIn November 工 had already 
read this poem to my intimate friends，and soon afterwards 
to the Hiller set，。 It was praised，3and pronounced “effective. 
Schumann also thoroughly approved of it，although he did 
not Understand the musical form in which 工 wished to carTry 
it out，8as8 he saw no resemblance in jit to the old methods 
of writing indqividual solos for the various artists。 工 then had 
some fun in reading diferent parts of my work to him in 
the form of arias and cavatinas，after which he laughingly 
declared himsejlf satisfied. 

Serious reflection，however，aroused my gravest doubts as to 
the tragic character of the material itself，and to these doubts 
I had been led, in a manner both sensible and tactful, by Franck. 
He thought it offensive to effect 卫 lsa's punishment through 
Lohengrin's departure; for altbough he understood that the 
characteristics of the legendq were expressed precisely by thilgs 
highly poetical feature，he was doubtful as to whether it did 
如 ]l justice to the demands of tragic feeling in ite relation to 
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dramatie reallgm.。 He would have preferred to see Lohengrin 
die before our eyes owing to 卫 lsa"s loving treachery。 As， 
however，this did not seem feasible，he would have liked to 
see Lohengrin spell-bound by some powerfu]l motive，and pre- 
vented from getting away。 Although，of course， 工 would not 
agree to any of these suggestions，I went so far 8as to consider 
whether 工 could not do away with the cruel separation，and 
still retain the incident of Lohengrin'8 departure，which was 
essential.。 工 thben sought for 8& means of letting 卫 lsa go away 
with Lohengrin，as 8 form of penance which would withdraw 
her also from the world. 工 his seemed more promising to my 
talented friend. While 工 was still very doubtful about al 
this， 工 gave my poem to 下 rau von iittieohau，8o that she might 
peruse it，and criticlse the point raised by Franck。 In a little 
letter，in which she expressed her pleasure at my poem，she 
wrote briefy，but very decidedly，on the knotty question，and 
declared thbat Franck must be devoid of all poetry 让 he did not 
understand bhat it was exactly in the way 工 had echosen，and 
in no other，that Lohengrin must depart， 工 felt as 进 a load 
had falen from my heart， In triumph 工 showed the letter to 
ranck，who，much abashed，and by way of excusing himself， 
opened 8 correspondence with 了 rau von 工 ittichau，which 
certainly cannot have been lacking ip interest，though 工 was 
never able to see any of it。 JIn any case，the upshot of it 
was that Zopemg72 remained as 工 had originally conceived 让 
Curiously enough，some time later， 工 had a simijilar experience 
with regard to the same subject，which again put me in 8& 
temporary state of uncertainty。 When Adolf Stahbr gravely 
raised the same objection to the solution of the 元 opemgrtzm 
question， 工 was really taken aback by the uniformity of 
opinion;j and as，owing to some excitement， 工 was just then 
n0 _ longer in the same mood as when 工 composed Zoheng7tz7t， 
I 工 was foolish enough to write a hurried jletter to Stahr in which， 
with but a few slight reservation8s， 工 declared him to be right. 
I did not know that，by this，I was causing real grief to Liszt， 
who was now in thbe same position with regard to Stahbr as 
Frau von Liittiehau had been with regard to 上 ranck. 下 ortu- 
Dately，however，the displeasure of my great friend at my 


supposed treachery to myself did not last long; for，without 
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having got wind of the trouble 工 had caused him，and thanks to 
the torture 工 myself was going through，I came to the proper 
decision in 8 few days，and，as clear 88 daylight， 工 saw What 
madness it had been. 工 was therefore able to rejoice Liszt 
with the following laconical protest which I sent him from my 
Swiss resort : “Stabr li8 wrong，and Lohengrin is right.? 

or the present 工 reamained oceupied with the revision of 
I7 poem, for there could be no question of planning the music 
to it ]ust now。 TIhat peaceful and harmonious state of mind 
which is so favourable to creative work，and always 80 neces- 
8ary to Ime for composing, 工 now had to secure 太 h the greatest 
di 伍 culty，for it was one of the things Ialways had the 
hardest struggle to obtain。 All the experiences connected with 
the performance of Taozmjialser having fed me with true 
despair as to the whole future of my artistic operations， 工 sawW 
it WwW8S8 hopeless to think of its produoetion being extended to 
other German theatres 一 for 工 had not been able to achieve 
this end even with the successfu]l 尺 tezzt。 It was perfectly 
obvious，therefore，that my work would，at the utmost，be 
conceded a permanent place in the Dresden repertoire。 As 
the result of all this, my pecuniary affairs，which have alreadqy 
been deseribed，had got into such a serious state that 8 catas- 
trophe seemed inevitable。 While 工 was preparing to meet 
this in the best way II could, 工 tried to stupefy myself，on the 
one hand，by plunging into the study of history，mythology， 
and jliterature，which were becoming ever dearer and dearer 
to me，and on the other by working incessantly at my artistic 
enterprises。 As regards the former， 工 was chiefy interested 
in thbe German Middle Ages, and tried to make myself familiar 
with every point relative to this period。 Although 工 couldq not 
set about this task with philological precision， 工 proceeded 
with such earnestness that 工 studied the German records， 
published by Grimm，for instance，with the greatest interest. 
As II coujd not put the results of such studies immediately into 
my scenes，here Were many who could not understand why， 
8a8 8n operatic composer， 工 should waste my time on such 
barren work. Different people remarked later on，that the 
personality of Lohengrin had a charm quite its own; but this 
W88 38cribed to the happy selection of the subject，and 工 was 
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speclally praised for choosing it Material from the German 
Middle Ages，and later on，subjects from Scandinavian an- 
tiquity，were therefore looked forward to by many，and，in 
the end，they were astonished that 工 gave them no adequate 
result of al my labours。 Perhaps it will be of help to them 
itf Inow tell them to take the old records and such works to 
thelir aid， 工 forgot at that time to call 也 illers attention to 
my documents，and with great pride he seized upon a subject 
out of the history of the 也 ohenstaufen。 As，however，he bad 
no 8Uccess with his work，he may perhaps think 工 was & jlittle 
artful for not having spoken to him of the old records. 
Concerning my other duties，my chief undqertaking for this 
Winter consisted in an exceptionally carefully prepared per- 
formance of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony，which took Place 
in the spring on Palm Sunday. TIhis performance involved 
many 8 struggle，besidesg 8a host of experiences which were des- 
tined to exercise 8& strong infuence overz my further develop- 
ment 了 oughly they were 8s follows: the royal orchestra had 
on]y one opportunity a year of showing their powers inde- 
pendently in a musical performance outside the Opera or the 
church。 Kor the benefit of the Pension Kund for theiz widows 
and orphans，the old socalled Opera House was given UP 
to 8a big performance originally only intended for oratorios. 
Ultimately，in order to make it more attractive，8&8 8ymphony 
was 8 ways added to the oratorio;i and，as already mentioned， 
工 had performed on such occasions, once the Pastoral Symphony， 
and later 也 aydn's Cryreatfion。 工 he jlatter was 8a great joy to 
me，and it was on thbis occasion that 工 frst made its acquaint- 
ance。 As we two conductors hadq stipulated for alternate 
performances, the Symphony on Palm Sunday of the year 1846 
fell to my lot， 工 had a great longing for the Ninth Symphony， 
and 工 was led to the choice of this work by thbe faet thbat 让 
Was almost unknown in Dresden. When the directors of the 
orchestra，wWwho were the trustees of the Pension 下 und，and 
Who had to promote its increase，got to know of hbis，such & 
fright seized them that they interviewed the general director， 
Liittiohau，and begged him，by virtue of his high authority，to 
dissuade me from carrying out my intention。 工 hey gave 88 8 
reason for this request，that the Pension Fund would surely 
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suffer through the choice of this symphony，as the work was im 
ill-repute in thbhe place，and would certainly keep people from 
going to the concert. 工 he symphony had been performed 
many years before by Reissiger at a charity concert，and，as 
the conductor himself honestly admitted，had been an absolute 
fajilure。 Now it needed my whole ardour, and all the eloquenece 
工 could command，to prevail over the doubts of our principal. 
With the orchestral directors，however，there was nothing for 
me to do but quarrel,， as 工 heard thbat they were complaining al 
over the town about my indiscretion。 Jn order to add shame 
to thbeir trouble, 工 made up my mind to prepare the public in 
such 8 Way for the performance，upon which 工 had resolved， 
and for thbe work itself， that at least the sensation caused would 
lead to a full hall and thus，in &a very favourable manner， 
guarantee satisfactory returns， and contradict their beliet 
that tbhe fund was menaced.。 Thus the Ninth Symphony had， 
in every conceivable way，become for me 8a point of honour， 
for the success of which 工 had to exerclise all my powers to the 
utmost。 The committee had milsgivings regarding the outlay 
needed for procuring the orchestral parts，8o 工 borrowed them 
from the Leipzig Concert Society. 

JImagine my feelings，however，on now seeing for the first 
time since my earliest boyhood the mysterious pages of this 
score，Which 工 studied conscientiously! In those days the 
sight of these same pages had flled me with the most mystic 
reveries，8nd 工 bad stayed up for nights together to copy tbhem 
out。 Just as at the time of my uncertalinty in 了 aris，on bearing 
the rehearsal of the first three movements performed by the 
incomparable orchestra of the Conservatolire， 工 had been 
carried back through years of error and doubt to be placed in 
marvellous touch with my earliest days，while al my inmost 
aspirations had been fruittully stimujlated in 8 new direction， 
80 nowW in the same way the memory of thbat Imuslic was secretly 
awakened in me 88 I again saw before my own eyes thbat which 
in those early days had likewise been only a mysterlous vls8lon。 
I hadqd by this time experienced much which，in the depths 
of my soul，drove me almost unconseiously to 8 process of 
summing-up，to an almost despairing inquiry concerning Imy 
fate。 What 工 dared not acknowledge to myself was 志 be fact 
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of the absolute insecurity of my existence both from the 
artistic and fnancial point of view; for 工 sSawW that 工 was 8& 
stranger to my Own mode of life as well as to my profession， 
and 工 had no prospecte whatsoever.。 Ihig despair，whichb 工 
tried to conceal from my friends，was now converted into 
genuine exaltation，thanks entirely to the Ninth Symphony. 
It is not likely hbat tbhe heart of a disciple has ever been flled 
With such keen rapture over the work of a master，38 mlne WaS 
at the frst movement of this symphony。 If any one bad come 
upon me Unexpectedly while 工 had the open score before me， 
and had seen me convulsed with sobs and tears 88 工 went 
through the work in order to consider the best manner of 
rendering it，he would certainly have asked with astonishment 
过 this were really ftting behaviour for the Conduetor Royal of 
Saxony! ortunately，on such occaslongs 工 was spared the 
visits of ourz orchestra directors，8and their worthy conduetor 
Reissiger，and even those of 下 . Hiller，who was so versed in 
classlcal mumsiec. 

In the first place 工 drew up a programme，for which thbe 
book of words for the chorus 一 always ordered according to 
custom 一 furnished me with a good pretext。 工 did this in order 
to provide a guide to the simple understanding of the work, and 
thereby hoped to appeal not to the critical judgment，but 
solely to the feelings, of the audience， TIhig programme, in thbe 
framing of which some of the chief passages in Goethbhe s Faatst 
were exceedingly helpful to me，was very well recelved，not 
only on that occasion in Dresden，but later on in other places. 
Besides this， 工 made use of the Dresden 47zezqer，by writing 
al kinds of short and enthusiastie anonymous paragraphs， 
in order to whet the publiec taste for a work which hithbherto 
had been in i-repute in Dresden. 

Not only did these purely extraneous exertions succeed in 
making the receipts of that year by far exceed any that bad 
been taken theretofore，but the orchestra directors themselves， 
during the remaining years of my stay in Dresden, made 8 point 
of ensuring similarly large profits by repeated performances of 
tbhe cejebrated symphony. Concerning the artistic side of the 
performance, 工 aimned at making the orchestra give 88 expresslve 
a Trendering 88 possible, and to this end made al kinds of notes, 
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myself，in the various parts， so as to make quite sure that their 
interpretation would be as clear and as coloured as could be 
desired. t was Principally the custom which existed then of 
doubling the wind instruments，that led me to a most careful 
consideration of the advantages this system presented，for，in 
performances on 8 large scale，the following somewhat crude 
rule prevailed : al tbose passages marked zz070 Were executed 
by a single set of instruments，while those marked foxrte were 
carried out by a duplicated set。 As an instance of the way in 
which 工 took care to ensure an intelligible rendering by this 
means， 工 might point to a certain passage in the second move- 
ment of the symphony，where the whole of the string instru- 
ments Play the principal and rhythmical fgure in C major for 
the first time;j it is written in triple ooctaves，which play 
uninterruptedly in unison and, to a certain degree，serve 8s an 
accompaniment to the second theme，which is only performed 
by feeble wood instrumente。 As jfortssszmio ia indicated alike 
for the whole orchestra， the result in every imaginable render- 
ing must be that the melody for the wood instruments not only 
completely disappears，but cannot even be heard through the 
strings，wWhich，after all，are only accompanying. Now，as 
工 nevez carried my piety to the extent of taking directions 
absolutely jiterally，rather than sacrifce the effect really in- 
tended by the master to the erroneous indications given， 工 
made the strings play only moderately loudly instead of real 
jortass?zm0，up to the point where they alternate with the wind 
instruments in taking up the continuation of the new theme: 
thus the motive，rendered as it was as loudly as possible by a 
double set of wind instruments，was, 工 believe for the first time 
since the exilstence of the symphony，heard with real distinct- 
ness。 工 proceeded in this manner throughout，in order to 
guarantee the greatest exactitude in the dynamical effects 
of the orchestra。 TIhere was nothing，however di 佳 cult， 
whach was allowed to be performed in such a way 88 not to 
arouse the feelings of the audience ip a particular manner. 
or example，many brains had been puzzled by the woato in 
8 time which comes after the chorus，Fro1i ?26 8eWLE ozi71C70 
jeqe，in the movement of the fnale marked ale razczC。 
JIn view of the preceding inspiriting verses，which seemed to be 
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preparing for comhbat and victory， 工 conceived this Fuwqato 
really as 8 glad but earnest war-song，and 工 took it at a con- 
tinuously fiery tempo，and with the utmost vigour. Ihe day 
following thbe first performance 工 had the satisfaction of receiv- 
ing 8a visit from the mnusical director Anacker of reiburg， 
who came to tel me somewhat penitently，that thbough until 
then he had been one of my antagonists，since the performance 
of the symphony he certainly reckoned himself among my 
friends。 What had absolutely overwhelmed him，he said，was 
precisely my conception and interpretation of the uato. 
Furthermore， 工 devoted special attention to that extraordinary 
passage，resembling & recltative for the "cellos and basses， 
which comes at the beginning of the last movement and which 
had once caused my old friend Pohlenz such great humiliation 
in Leipzig. 工 hanks to the exeeptional excellence of ouz bass 
players, 工 felt certain of attaining to absolute perfection in this 
passage. After twelve special rehearsal8 of the instruments 
8lone concerned, I succeeded in getting them to perform in a way 
which sounded not onljy perfectly free, but which also expressed 
tbhe most exquisite tenderness and the greatest energy in 8 
thoroughly impressive manner. 

rom the very beginning of my undertaking 工 bad at once 
recognised，that the only method of achieving overwhelming 
popular success with this symphony wa8s to overcome，by some 
ideal means，the extraordinary di 伯 culties presented by the 
choral parts。 工 realised that the demands made by these parts 
could be met only by a large and enthusiastice boqy of singers. 
世 was above 8a]] necessary，then，to secure 8a very gcod and 
]arge choir; 80，besides addqing the somewhat feeble Dreissig 
“Academy of Singing ” to our usual number of members in the 
theatre chorus，in spite of great di 值 cujlties Ialso enlisted the 
help of the choir from the 了 及 reuzschule, with its fine boys” voioes， 
and the choir of the Dresden seminary，which had had much 
practice in churech singing。 In a way quite my own Inow tried 
to get thbese three hundred singers，who were frequently united 
for rehearsals， into 8a state of genuine ecstasy; for instance, 工 
suUcceeded in demonstrating to the basses that the celebrated 
passage ezd 12SC11ULagIge，HMt11onez，and especially Brucder， 
人 Der 7 人 teryieni2e11 ?188 ec02 9tUter 了 ater 20jh7e， could not be 
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sung in an ordinary manner, but must，as it were, be proclaimed 
with the greatest rapture。 JIn this 工 took the lead in a manner 
so elated that 工 really think 工 literally transported tbhem to a 
world of emotion uttery strange to them for a while; and 工 
did not desist til]l my voice，which had been heard clearly above 
8]l the others，began to be no longer distingulshable even to 
myself，but Was drowned，8so to speak，in the warm 8sea of 
80und. 

It _ gave me particular Pleasure， with Mitterwurzer'8 oo- 
operation， to give 8 most overwhelmingly expressive rendering 
of tbhe recitative for baritone: 7retyrude，70tCht dzese TO076。 In 
view of its exceptional dij 伍 culties this passage mjight almost be 
considered impossible to perform，and yet he executed it in 8 
way which showed what fruit our mutual interchange of ideas 
had borne， 工 also took care thbat，by means of the complete 
reconstruction of the hall，I shouldq obtain good acoustic con- 
ditions for the orchestra，which 工 had arranged according to 
quite 8a new system of my own。 As may be imagined，it was 
only with the greatest di 组 culty that the money for this could 
be found; however, 工 did not give Up，8nd owing to a totally 
new construction of the platform， 工 was able to concentrate the 
whole of the orchestra towards the centre，and surround it， 
in amphitheatre fashion，by the throng of singers who were 
accommodatedq on seats very considerably raised。 工 his was 
not only of great advantage to the powerfu] effect of the choir， 
but it also gave great preclsion and energy to thbe finely organised 
orchestra in the purely symphonlic movements. 

了 ven at the general rehearsal the hall was overcrowded. 
Reissiger was guilty of the inceredible stupldity of working up 
the publie mind against the symphony and drawing attention 
to Beethoven;'8 very regrettable error. Gade，on the other 
hand，who came to visit us from Leipzig，where he was then 
condueting thbhe Gewandhaus Concerts，8assured me after the 
general rehearsal，that he would willingly have paid double 
the price of his ticket in order to hear the recitative by the 
basses once more; whilst Hiller considered that 工 bad gone 
too far in my modification of the tempo。 What he meant by thbilgs 
I learned subsequently when 工 heard him condueting intricate 
orchestral works; but of this I shall have more to say later on。 
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There was no denying that the performance was，on the whole， 
a 8tUccess; mn fact，it exceeded al our expectation8s，8nd Was 
particularly well recelived by the non-musical public。 Among 
these 工 remember the philologist Dr. 及 5chly，who came to me 
at the endq of the evening and confessed that it was the first 
time he had been able to follow a symphonie work from begin- 
ning to end with intelligent interest. Ihis exzperience left me 
with a pleasant feeling of abllity and power，and strongly con- 
frmed me in the belief，that if 工 onljy desired anything with 
8U 值 cient earnestness， 工 was able to achieve it with irresistible 
and overwhelming success。 工 now had to consider，however， 
what the di 伍 culties were，which hitherto had prevented & 
similarly happy prodqucetion of my own new conceptions. 
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony，which was still such a problem 
to so many,， and had, at all events, never attained to popularity， 
工 had been able to make a complete success; yet 8s often 8s 
it was put on the stage，my Tan7jiatser taught me that the 
possibilities of its success had yet to be discovered. 了 How was 
this to be done? TIhis was and remained the secret question 
which infuenced al my subsequent development。 

工 dared not，however，indulge at that time in any medita- 
tion on this point with the view of arriving at any particular 
results，for the real signifcance of my failure，of which 工 was 
inwardly convinced，stood absolutely bare before me with al 
its terrifying lessons。 Albeit，I could no longer delay taking 
even the most disagreeable steps with the view of warding o 企 
the catastrophe which menaced my fnancial position。 

工 was led to this，thbanks to the infiuence of a ridiculous 
omen。 My agent，the purely nominal publisher of my three 
operas 一 民 :enzt, the 玉 1aeqgemnder 瓦 ol16mder and Tanzjaatse7 一 
the eccentric court musiec publisher，C. 下 . Meser, invited me one 
day to the caf6 known 8s the “Verderber : to discuss our money 
affalirs。 With great qualms we talked over the possible results 
of thbe Annual 了 aster air，and wondered whether they would 
be tolerably good or altogether bad， 工 gave him courage，and 
ordered aa bottle of the best 再 aut-Sauterne， A_ venerable 
fask made its appearance; 工人 led the glasses，and we drank 
to the good success of the air;j when suddenljy we both 
yelled as though we had gone mad，while，with horror，we tried 
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to rid our mouths of the strong Tarragon vinegar with which 
We had been served by mistake， “了 Heavens! ” cried Meser， 
“nothing could be worse1” “True enough,” 工 answered,， “no 
doubt there 18 much that will turn to vinegar for.us” My 
good-humour revealed to me in 8 fash that 工 must try 8ome 
other way of saving myself than by means of the 了 aster 下 air. 

Not on]y was it necessary to refund the capital which had 
been got together by dint of ever-increasing sacrifices，in order 
to defray the expenses of the publication of my operas; but 
owing to the faet that 工 had been obliged ultimately to seek 
aid from the usurers，the rumour of my debts hadqd spread so 
far abroad，thbat even those friends who had helped me at the 
time of my 8arrival in Dresden were seized with anxiety on my 
account。 At this time 工 met with a realy sad experience at 
the hands of Madame Sochrbder-Devrient，who，as the result 
of her incomprehensible lack of diseretion，did much to bring 
about my fnal undoing. When 工 first settled in Dresden，88 
工 have already pointed out，she lent me three thousand marks， 
not only to help me to discharge my debts，but also to allow 
me to contribute to the maintenance of my old friend 及 ietz in 
Paris。 Jealousy of my niece Johanna, and suspicion that 工 had 
made her (my niece) come to Dresden in order to make it easier 
for the general management to dispense with the services of the 
great artist，had awakened in this otherwise 80 nobleminded 
woman the usual feelings of animoslity towards me，which are 
80 often met with in the theatrical profession. She had now 
given Up her engagement; she even declared openly that 工 
had been partly instrumental in obtaining her disgmlssal ; and 
abandoning all friendly regard for me，whereby she deeply 
wIronged me in every respect，she placed the I.0.U. 工 had given 
her in the hands of an energetie ]awyer，and without further 
ado this man sued me for the payment of the money。 Thus 工 
Was {forced to make a clean breast of everything to Liittichav， 
and to beseech him to intervene for me, and if possible to obtain 
8 royal advance that would enable me to elear my position， 
which was so seriousl]y compromilsed. 

My principal declared himself willing to support any request 
I 工 might wish to address to the 及 ing on thls matter。 To this 
end I had to note down the amount of my debtes; but as 工 
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soon discovered that the necessary sum could only be assigned 
to me 8s 8 loan from the ITheatre Pension Eund, at an interest 
of fve per cent.，and that 工 shoulqd moreover have to secure 
the capital of tbhe Pension Eund by a life insurance policy， 
which would cost me annually three per cent。 of the capital 
borrowed，I was，for obvious reasons，tempted to leave out of 
my petition all those of my debts which were not of a pressing 
nature，and for the payment of which 工 tbought 工 could count 
on the receipts which II might fnally exzpect from my publish- 
ing enterprises。 Nevertheless，the sacrifices 工 bad to make 
in order to repay the help offered me increased to such an 
extent，that my saljary of conductor，in ijtself very slender， 
promised to be materially diminished for some time to come. 
工 was forced to make the most jirksome efforts to gather 
together the necessary sum for the life insurance policy，and 
wa8 therefore objiged frequently to appeal to Leipzlig， In 
addition to thls， 工 had to overcome the most appalling doubts 
in regard both to my health and to the probable length of my 
life，concerning which 工 fancied 工 had heard all sorts of 
malicious apprehensions expressed by those who had observed 
me but casually in the milserable condition which 工 was in at 
that time. My friend Pusinelli，as a doctor who was Very 
intimate with me， eventually managed to give such satisfactory 
information concerning the state of my heajlth, that 工 succeeded 
in insuring my life at the rate of three per cent. 

TIhe last of these painful journeys to Leipzig was，at all 
events，made under pleasant circumstancesg owing to 8& kind 
invitation from the old Maestro Louis Spohr. 工 was particu- 
larly pleased over this,， because to me it meant nothing less than 
an act of reconclliation。 As a matter of fact, Sophr had written 
to me on one occaslion，and had declared that，stimulated by 
the success of my 下 jaeqgerxdey 互 o16wrder and his own enjoyment 
of it，he had once more decided to take up the career of a 
dramatie composer，which of recent years had brought him 
such scant success。 本 ie ljast work was an opera 一 De 开 re?t2z- 
oprey 一 Which he had sent to the Dresden theatre in the course 
of thbe preceding year in the hope，as he himself assured me， 
that 工 would urge on its production。 After asking this favour， 
he drew my attention to the fact that in this work he had made 
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an 8bsolutely new departure from his earlier operas，and had 
kept to the most precise rhythmically dramatic declamation， 
which had certainly been made al] the more easy for him by 
the “excellent subject.” Without being actually surprised， 
Imy horror was indeed great when，after studying not only the 
text，but also the score， 工 discovered that the old maestro had 
been absolutely mistaken in regard to the account he had 
given me of his work. Thce custom in force at that time that 
the decislon concerning the production of works should not， 
88 8 ruje，rest with one of the conductors alone，did not tend 
to make me any less fearful of declaring myself emphaticajly 
in favour of this work.。 In addition to this，it was 及 eissiger， 
who，8as he had often boasted，was an old friend of Spohr's， 
whose turn it was to select and produce & new work。 Un- 
fortunately，as 工 learned later，the general management had 
returned Spohr's opera to its author in such 8a curt manner 
38 to offend him，and he complained bitterly of this to me. 
Genuinely concerned at this， 工 had evidently managed to calm 
and appease him，for the invitation mentioned above Was 
clearly a friendly acknowledgment of my efforts.。 He wrote 
that it Was very painfu]l for him to have to touch at Dresden 
on his way to one of the watering-places;j as，however，he had ， 
8 real longing to make my acquaintance，he begged me to 
meet him in Leipzig，where he was going to stay for 8a few days. 

TIhis meeting with him did not leave me unimpressed.， He 
wags 8 tall，stately man，distinguished in appearance，and of a 
serlioug and calm temperament. He gave me to understand， 
in 8a touching，almost apologetic manner，that the essence of 
his education and of his aversion from the new tendencies in 
music，had its origin in the first impressions he had received 
on hearing， 8s 8 very young boy，Mozart's Magtc 灰 1ute, 8 worK 
which was quite new at that time， and which had a great infu- 
ence on his whole life. Regarding my libretto to Zojpengrt7， 
which 工 had left behind for him to read，and the general 1im- 
pression which my personal acquaintance had made on him， 
he expressed himself with almost surprising warmth to Imy 
brother-in-law，Hermann Brockhaus，at whose house we had 
been invited to dine, and where，during the meal,， the conversa- 
tion Was most animated.。 Besides this，we had met at real 
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Imusical evenings at the conductor Hauptmann;s as well as at 
Mendelssohn”s，on which occasion 工 heard the master take the 
violin in one of his own quartettes。 It was precisely in these 
circles that 工 was impressed by the touching and venerable 
dienity of his absolutely calm demeanour。 Later on 工 learned 
from witnesses 一 for whose testimony，be it said， 工 cannot 
vouch 一 that Tarmjialser，when it was performed at Cassel], 
had caused him so much confusion and pain bat he declared 
he could no longer follow me, and feared that 工 must be on the 
WwWIong ro8ad. 

JIn order to recover from all the hardships and cares 工 had 
gone through,， I now managed to obtain a specia]l favour from 
the management，in the form of a three months”leave，in 
whlich to improve my health in rustie retirement，and to get 
pure alir to breathe while composing some new work. 工 o thils 
end 工 had chosen a peasant's house in the village of Gross- 
Graupen，which is half-way between Pillnitz and the border 
of what ls known 88 “Saxon Switzerlandq.” requent excur- 
sions to the Porsberg，to the adjacent Liebethaler，and to the 
far distant bastion helped to strengthen my Unstrung Derves. 
While 工 was frst planning the musie to Zopemgrz7， 工 Was 
disturbed incessantly by the echoes of some of the airs in 
Rossini?s 人 太 ?1iom Te71，which was the last opera 工 had had to 
conduct。 At last 工 happened to hit on an effective means of 
stopping thigs annoying obtrusion : during my lonely wajks 
工 sang with great emphasis the first theme from the Ninth 
Symphony，which had also quite lately been revived in my 
memory。 his succeeded! At Pirna，where one can bathe 
in the river， 工 wa88 SUIprised，on one of my almost regular 
evening constitutionals，to hear the air from the Pilgrim”s 
Chorus out of Tazzjiuser whistled by some bather，who was 
invisibje to me TIhis frst sign of the possibility of popularis- 
ing the work，which 工 had with such di 伍 culty succeeded in 
getting performed in Dresden，made an impression on me 
which no similar experience later on has ever been able to 
sUrpass。 Sometimes 工 recelved visits from friends in Dresden， 
8&nd among them 也 ans von Biilow，who was then sixteen years 
old，came accompanied by Lipinsky. This gave me great 
pleasure，because 工 had already noticed the interest which he 
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took in me Generally，however， 工 had to rely only on my 
wife's company,， and during my long walks 工 bad to be satisfied 
with my little dog Peps.， During this summer holiday，of 
which a great part of the time had at the beginning to be 
devoted to the unpleasant task of arranging my business affairs， 
and 8also to the improvement of my health， 工 nevertheless 
succeded in making a sketeh of the mnusic to the whole of the 
three acets of Zopengr，although this cannot be said to have 
consisted of anything more than a very hasty outline. 

With this much gained，I returned in August to Dresden， 
and resumed my duties as conductor，which every year seemed 
to _ become more and more burdensome to me. Moreover， 工 
immediately plunged once more into the midst of troubles 
which had only just been temporarily allayedq. The business 
of pubjishing my operas，on the success of which I still counted 
88 the onl]y means of liberating me from my di 华 cult position， 
demanded ever-fresh sacrifices 计 the enterprise were to be made 
worth while。 But as my income was now very much reduced， 
even the smajlest outlays mnecessarlly led me into evernew and 
more painful complications; and 工 once more lost al courage. 

On the other hand， 工 tried to strengthen myself by again 
working energetically at Zojpengr。 While doing this，I pro- 
ceeded in & manner that 工 have not since repeated.， 工 frst 
of all completed the third act，and in view of the criticism 
already mentioned of the characters and conclusion of this 
act 工 determined to try to make it the very pivot of thbe whole 
opera。 工 wished to do this, if only for the sake of the musical 
motive appearing in the story of the Holy Gail; but in other 
respects the plan struck me 88 perfectly satisfactory. 

Owing to previous suggestions on my part，Gluck”s 7PN1zIemia0 
?48 Was to be produced thisg winter， 工 felt it my duty to 
give more care and attention to this work，which interested me 
particularly on account of its subject，than 工 had given to the 
study of the 4rrntzda. In the first place， 工 was upset by the 
translation in which the opera with the Berlin score wW88 pre- 
sented to us。 JIn order not to be led into false interpretationg 
through the instrumental additions which 工 considered very 
badly applied in this score, 工 wrote for the original edition from 
了 Paris，。， When 工 bad made a thorough revision of the trans- 
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lation，with a view merely to the correctness of declamation， 
工 was spurred on by my increasing interest to revise the score 
itseljf。 工 tried to bring the poem as far as possiblje into agree- 
ment with 卫 uripides” play of the same name, by the elimination 
of everything which，in deference to French taste，made the 
relationship between Achilles and Iphigenia one of tender love. 
The chief alteration of all was to eut out the inevitable marriage 
at the end。 For the sake of the vitajity of the drama 工 tried 
to join the arias and choruses，which generally followed im- 
mediately upon each other without rhyme or reason，by con- 
necting links，prologues and epilogues。 JIn this 工 did my best， 
by the use of Gluck's themes，to make the interpolations of a 
strange composer 8a8 Unnoticeable as possible， In the third act 
alone was TI obliged to give Iphigenia， as well as Artemis，whom 
工 had myself introduced，recitatives of my own composition。 
Throughout the rest of the work 工 revised the whole instru- 
mentation more or less thoroughly，but only with the object 
of making the existing version produce the effect 工 desired. 
It was not till the end of the year that 工 was able to fnish thls 
tremendous task，and 工 had to postpone the completion of the 
thirdq act of Zojpeng7，which 工 had alreadqy begun，until the 
New Year. 

The frst thing to claim my attention at the beginning of 
the year (1847) was the producetion of 7pjpazgemxia。 工 had to act 
8s stage Imanager in this case，and was even obliged to help tbhe 
scene-painters and the mechaniciansg over the smallest detaills. 
Owing to the fact that the scenes in thisg opera were generajly 
strung together somewhat clumsily and without any apparent 
connection， 让 “was necessary to recast them completely，in 
order so to animate the representation as to give to the dramatic 
action the life it lackedq。 A good deal of this faultiness of con- 
struction Seemed to me due to the many conventional practlces 
which were prevalent at the Parig Opera in Glucks time. 
Mitterwurzer was the only actor ip the whole cast who gave 
me any pleasure， JIn the rtle of Agamemnon he showed a 
thorough grasp of that character，and carried out my instruc- 
tiong and suggestions to the jletter，s0o that he succeeded in 
giving &a really splendid and intelligent rendering of the part. 
The success of the whole performance Was far beyond my 
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expectations，and even the directors were 80 suUrprised at the 
exceptional enthusiasm aroused by one of Gluck's operas，that 
for the second performance they，on their own initiative，had 
my Dame put on the programme 88“ 了 eviser.” This at once 
drew the attention of the eritics to thigs work，and for once they 
&lmost did me justice; my treatment of the overture, the only 
part of the oper&a which these gentlemen heard rendered in the 
UsuUal trivial way，w88 the only thing that they could fnd fault 
with。 工 have discussed and given an accurate account of al 
that relates to this in a special article on “Gluck's Overture to 
7p1z9genta 2 418s，and 工 only wish to add here that the 
musician who made such strange comments on this occasion 
was Ferdinand Hiller. 

As in former years, the winter meetings of the various artistie 
elements in Dresden which Hiller had inaugurated，continued 
to take place; but tbhey now assumed more the character of 
“salons in 了 iller's own house，and it seemed to me intended 
solely for the purpose of laying the foundations for a general 
recognition of Hiller's artistice greatness。 He had already 
founded，among the more wealthy patrons of art，the chief of 
whom was thbe banker 及 askel，a society for running subscription 
concertes。 As it was impossible for the royal orchestra to be 
placed at his disposal for this purpose，he had to content him- 
self with members of the town and mijlitary bands for his 
orchestra， and it cannot be denied that，thanks to his persever- 
ance， he attained a praiseworthy result， As he produced many 
compositiongs which were still unknown in Dresden，especially 
from the domain of more mmodern music, 工 was often tempted to 
go to his concerts。 了 is chief bait to the general publiec，how- 
eyer，gseemed to lie in the fact that he presented unknown 
singers (among wbhom，unfortunately，Jenny 工 ind was not to 
be found) and virtuosos，one of which，Joachim，who was hben 
very young, 工 became acquainted with. 

Hiller's treatment of those works with which 工 was already 
well acquainted，showed what his mnusical power wa8 really 
worth。 The careless and indifferent manner in which he 
interpreted a Triple Conoerto by Sebastian Bach positively 
astounded me In the lemzpo dz mtzttetto of the 了 Eighth Sym- 
phony of Beethoven, I found that Hillers rendering was even 
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more astonishing thban Reissiger's and Mendelssohn's。 工 prom- 
lsed to be present at the performance of thisg symphony 进 工 
coud rely on his gliving & correct rendering of the tempo of 
the third phrase，which was generally so painfully distorted. 
了 e assured me that he thoroughjy agreed with me about it， 
and my disappointment at the performance Was all the greater 
when 工 found the well-known waltz measure adopted again. 
When 工 called him to account about it he excused himself with 
8 smile，saying that he hadq been seized with a fit of temporary 
abstraction just at the beginning of the phrase in question， 
which had made him forget his promise。 or inaugurating 
these concerts，which，as 8 matter of fact，only lasted for two 
seasons， 了 iller was given 8& banquet，which 工 also had much 
pleasure in attending. 

People in these circles were surprised at that time to hear 
me speak，often with great animation，&bout Greek jliterature 
and history，but never about muslic。 JIn the course of my 
reading，which 工 zealously pursued，and which drew me away 
from Imy7 professional activitieg to retirement and solitude， 工 
was at that time impelled by my spiritual needs to tarn my 
attention once Inore to 8 systematic study of this all-Iimportant 
8SOUrce of culture，with the object of flling the perceptible gap 
between my boyhood'e knowledge of the eternal elements of 
human culture and the neglect of this field of learning due to 
the life 工 had been obliged to lead。 In order to approach the 
real goal of my desires 一 the study of Old and Middje High 
German 一 in the right frame of mind，I began again from the 
beginning with Greek antiquity，and was now fllled with such 
overwhelming enthusiasm for this subject tbat whenever 工 
entered into conversation，8and by hook or by crook had 
managed to get it round to this theme， 工 could only speak in 
termgs of the strongest emotion。 工 occasionally met some one 
Who seemed to listen to what 工 had to say; on the whole， 
however，people preferred to talk to me only about the theatre 
because, since my production of Glucek;s 7pjprgeraza, they thought 
themselves justiftied in thinking 工 was an authority on this 
subject. 工 received special recognition from a man to whom . 
工 quite rightly gave the credit of being at least as well versed 
8a8 Imyself in thbe matter. Ihis was 卫 duard Devrient，who had 
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been forced at that time to resign his position as stage manager- 
in-chief owing to a plot against him on the part of the actors， 
headed by his own brother 了 上 mil We were brought into closer 
sympathy by our conversations in connection with thls，which 
led him into dissertations on the triviality and thorough hope- 
lessness of our whole theatrical life, especially under the ruining 
infuence of jgnorant court managers，which could never be 
overcome. 

We were also drawn together by his intelligent understanding 
of the part 工 had played in the production of 7pjz9Ierixa，which 
he compared with the Berlin produetion of the same piece, that 
had been utterly condemned by him. He was for a long time 
the only man with whom 工 ecould discuss，seriously and in 
detail，the real needs of the theatre and the means.by which 
its defects might be remedied， Owing to his longer and more 
specialised experience，there was Imuch he could tell me and 
make clear to me; in partiecular he helped me successfujly 
to overcome the idea that mere jiterary excellence i8 enough 
for the theatre，and confirmed my conviction that thbe path 
to true prosperity lay only with the stage itself and with the 
actors of the drama.。 

From this time forward,， till I left Dresden，my interecourse 
with 了 duard Devrient grew more and more friendly, though hig 
dry nature and obvious limitations as an actor had attracted me 
but little before。 His highly meritorious work，PDte Gescjpazcjte 
Ce7 ceutsc1em cjats1tel1ast (History of German Dramatic 
Art ”)，which he finished and publishedq about that time，threw 
8& fresh and instructive light on many problems which exercised 
my Imind, and helped me to master them for the first time. 

At last 工 managed once more to resume my task of composing 
thbe third act of Zopengrz，which had been interrupted in the 
middqle of the Bridal Scene, and Ifnished it by the end of the 
winter。 After the repetition，by special request，of the Ninth 
Symphony at the concert on Palm Sunday had revived me, 工 
tried to fnd comfort and refreshment for the further progress 
of my new work by changing my abode，this time without 
8sking permission。 Ihe old Marcolini palace，with 8a very 
large garden laid out partly in the Erench style，was situated 
in an outlying and thinly populated suburb of Dresden. 
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It had been sold to the town council，and a part of 让 was to 
be let The seculptor， 瑟 anel，whom 工 had known for a long 
time，and who had given me 8s 8 mark of friendship an orna- 
ment in the shape of a perfect plaster oast of one of the bas- 
reliefs from Beethoven's monument representing the Ninth 
Symphony，had taken the large rooms on the ground foor 
of a side-wing of thig palace for hig dweling and studio。 At 
Easter 工 moved into the spacious apartments. above him，the 
rent of which was extremely low，8nd found that the large 
garden planted with glorious trees，which was Placed at my 
disposal，and the pleasant stillness of the whole place, not only 
provided mental food for the weary artist，but at the same 
timne， by jessening my expenses， improved my straitened 
fnances。 We 8soon settled down quite comfortably in the 
long row of pleasant rooms without having incurred any un- 
necessary expense，88 Minna was very practiocal in her arrange- 
ments。 IThe only real inconvenience which in the course of time 
I found our new home possessed，was its inordinate distance 
from the theatre。 IThis was a great trial to me after fatiguing 
rehearsals and tiring performances，8a8 the expense of a cab 
was 8 8eriousg consideration。 But we were favoured by an 
exceptionaly fne summer，which put me in 8 happy frame of 
mind，andqd soon helped to overcome every inconvenience. 

At this time 工 insisted with the utmost frmness on refraining 
from taking any further share in the management of the theatre， 
and 工 had most cogent reasongs to bring forth in defence of 
my conduct. All my endeavours to set in order the wilful 
chaos which prevailed in the use of the costly artistie materials 
at the disposal of this royal institution were repeatedly 
thwarted，merely because 工 wished to introduce some method 
into the arrangements。 In a carefully written pamphlet 
which, in addqition to my other work, 工 had compiled during the 
past winter， 工 had drawn up 8 plan for the reorganisation of 
the orchestra，and had shown how we might increase the 
productive power of our artistic capital by making a more 
methodical use of the royal funds intended for its maintenance， 
and showing greater discretion regarding 88laries。 This in- 
crease in the productive power would raise the artistic spirit 
88 well as improve the ecoaomic position of the members of the 
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orchestra，for 工 should have liked them at the same time to 
form an independent concert soeiety.。 JIn such a capacity 让 
Would have been their task to present to the people of Dresden， 
in the best possibje way，8 kind of musie which they had 
hitherto hardly had the opportunity of enjoying at all， 
Would have been possible for such a union，whlich，as 工 pointed 
out，had so0 many external circumstances in its favouT，to 
provide Dresden with a suitable concert-hall 工 hear，however， 
that such a place 18s wanting to thbis day. 

With this objeet in view 工 entered into close communication 
with architects and builderes，and the plans were completed， 
according to which the scandalous buildings facing a wing of the 
renowned prison opposite the Ostra Allee，and consisting of 
a shed for the members of the theatre and a pubjlie wash-house， 
were to be pulled down and. replaced by a _ beautiful building， 
which，besides containing &R large concert-hall adapted to our 
requirements，woud also have had other jlarge rooms Which 
coud have been. let out on hire at a profit.， IThe practicality 
of these plans was disputed by no one, as even thbe administratora 
of the orchestra's widows' fund saw in thbem an opportunity for 
the safe and advantageous laying out of capital ; yet they were 
returned to me，after long consideration on thbe part of the 
general management，wWith thanks and an acknowledgment 
of my careful work，and the curt reply that it was thought 
better for things to remalin 8s thbey were. 

Al my proposals for meeting the useless waste and drain 
upon our artistic capital by & more methodical arrangement， 
met with the same sucoess in every detail that 工 suggested. 
工 had also found out by long experience that every Proposal 
which had to be discussed and decided upon in the most tiring 
committee meetings，88 for instance the starting of 8 reper- 
toire，might at any moment be overthrown and altered for the 
worse by the temper of a singer or the plan of a ]unior business . 
jinspector。 工 was therefore driven to renounce my wasted 
efforts and，after many 8 stormy discussion and outspoken 
expression of my sentiments， 工 withdrew from taking an7 
part whatever ip any branch of the management，and limited 
myself entirely to holding rehearsale and conducting perform- 
ances of the operas provided for me。 
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Although my relations with Liitticehau grew more and more 
strained on this account，for thbe time being 过 mattered little 
whether my conduct pleased him or not，as otherwise my posi- 
tion Was one Which commanded respect，on account of the 
ever-increasing popularity of Taxwwiuser and 民 ?enzt，wWhich 
were presented during the summer to houses packed with dis- 
tinguisahed visitors，and were invariably chosen for the gala 
performances. 

By thus going my own way 8nd refusing to be interfered 
with，I succeeded this summer，amid the delightful and per- 
fect seclusion of my new home, in preserving myself in a frame 
of mind exceedingly favourable to the compjetion of my Zohey- 
grii。 My studies，which，as 工 have already mentioned,，I pur- 
sued eagerly at the same time as 工 was Working on my opera， 
made me feel more light-hearted than 工 had ever done before. 
or the first time 工 hnow mastered 函 schylus with real feeling 
and Understanding. Droysen'8 eloquent commentaries im par- 
ticular helped to bring before my imagination the intoxicating 
effect of the production of an Athenian tragedy，8so that 工 
could see the Orestet with my ,mind's eye，88 though 让 were 
actually being performed，and its effect upon me was inde- 
scribable。 Nothing，however，could equal the sublime emotion 
with which the 49anernm0Om trilogy inspired me，and to the 
last word of the 厂 wnenides 工 lived in an atmosphere so far 
removed _ from thbe present day that 工 have never 8ince been 
really able to reconcile myseljf with modern _ literature。 My 
ideas about the whole signifcance of the drama and of the 
theatre were，without a doubt， moulded by these impressions。 
工 worked my way through the other tragedians，and fnally 
reached Aristophanes.。 When 工 had spent the morning indus- 
triously upon the completion of the music for ZLojpengrtm， 工 
used to creep into the depths of a thick shrubbery in my part 
of the garden to get shelter from the summer heat，which was 
becoming more intense every day。 My dejlight in the comedies 
of Aristophanes was boundjess，when once hisg Brds had 
plunged me into the full torrent of the genius of this wanton 
favourite of the Graces, as he used to cal himself with conscious 
daring。 Side by side with this poet 工 read the principal dia- 
logues of Plato, and from the ypostn 工 gained such a deep 
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insight into the wonderful beauty of Greek life that 工 felt 
myself more truly at home in ancient Athens than in any 
conditions which the modern world has to offer. 

As 工 was following out 8a settled course of self-education,， 
II did not wish to pursue my way further in the leading-strings 
of any literary history，and I 工 consequently turned my attention 
from the historical studies，which seemed to be my own peculiar 
province， and in which department Droysen's8 history of 
Alexander and the 了 ellenistie period，as well as Niebuhr and 
Gibbon，were of great help to me，and fell back once more 
upon my old and trusty guide，Jakob Grimm，for the study 
of German aniquity.。 In my eftorts to master the myths of 
Germany more thoroughly than had been possible in my former 
perusal of the Ntzperrg and the 万 el1denbuwch，Mone's particu- 
larly suggestive commentary on this 瑟 eldersage fljed me with 
dellight，although stricter scholars regarded thig work with Sus- 
picion on account of the boldness of some of its statementas. 
By this mmeans 工 was drawn irresistibly to the northern 8agas ; 
and 工 now tried，as far as was possible without a fuent know]- 
edge of the Scandinavian languages，to acquaint myself with 
the Zada, as well as with the prose version which existed of a 
considerable portion of the 避 elaersage. 

Read by the light of Mone's Commentaries, the 作 orsva9qasa9I4 
had a decided infuence upon my method of handling thie ma- 
terial]. My conceptions as to the inner significance of these 
old-world legendqs，which had been growing for a long time， 
gradually gained strength and moulded themselveg with the 
plastie forms which inspired my later works. 

Al this was sinking into my mind and slowly maturing， 
whilst with unfeigned delight 工 was finishing the musiec of the 
frst two acts of Zojengrt，which were now at last completed. 
工 now succeeded in shutting out the past and building up for 
myself & new world of the future，which presented iteelf with 
eyer-growing clearness to Iny Imind as the refuge whither 工 
mijght retreat from a]l the miseries of modern opera and theatre 
life。 At the same time，my health and temper were settling 
down into & mood of almost unclouded serenity，which made 
me oblivious for a long time of all the worries of my position. 
I used to wajlk every day up into the neighbouring hillg，which 
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rose from the banks of the 了 lbe to the Plauenscher Grund. 
TI _ generally went alone，except for tbe company of our jlittie 
dog Peps，and my excursions always resulted in producing 
8 _ satisfactory number of ideas.。 At the same time, 工 found 工 
had developed a capacity，whicINI had never possessed before， 
for good-tempered intercourse with the friends and acquaint- 
ances who liked to come from time to time to the Marcolini 
garden to share my simple supper. My visitors used often to 
fnd me perched on a high branch of a tree，or on the Deck of 
the Neptune which was the central fgure of a large group of 
statuary in the midqdle of an old fountain， unfortunately always 
dry，belonging to the palmy dayse of the Marcolini estate， 工 
used to enjoy walking with my friends up and down the broad 
footpath of the drive leading to the real palace，which had 
been laid especially for Napoleon in the fatal year 18138，when 
he had fxed his headquarters there. 

By August，the last month of summer， 工 had completely 
fnished the composition of Zonezgrt，and felt that it Was 
high time for me to have done so 88 the needs of my position 
demanded imperatively that 工 should give my Imost serious 
attention to improving it，and it became a matter of supreme 
importance for me once Imore to take steps for having my operas 
produced in the German theatres. 

卫 ven the success of Taz7zjlitzser in Dresden，which became 
Imore obvious every day，did not attract the smallest notice 
anywhere else. 了 Berlin was the only place which had any 
infuence in the theatrical world of Germany，and I ought long 
before to have given Imy undivided attention to that city. 
From all 工 had heard of the special tastes of KEriedrich 
Wilheljm IV.， 工 felt perfecetly justifted in assuming that he 
woud feel sympathetically inclined towards my later works and 
conceptions if 工 could only manage to bring them to his notice 
in tbhe right light. On this hypothesis 工 had already thought 
of dedicating Tan7zhitser to him，and to gain permission to do 
s0 工 had to apply to Count Redern, the court musical director. 
From him 工 heard that the 术 ing could only accept the dedi- 
cation of works which had actually been performedq in his 
presence，and of which he thus had a personal knowledge. 
As my Tannjhituser had been refused by the managers of the 
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court theatre because it was considered too epic in form，the 
Count added that 计 工 wished to remain firm in my resolve， 
there Was only one way out of the di 全 culty，and that was to 
adapt my opera 38 far as possible to a military band，and try 
to bring it to the 及 ing's notice on parade， Ihis drove me to 
determine upon another plan of attack on Berjin。 

After this experience 工 saw that 工 must open Imy campalgn 
there with the opera that had won the most decided triumph 
in Dresden.。 工 tberefore obtained an audience of the Queen 
of Saxony，the 8sister of the 及 ing of Prussia，and begged her 
to use her infuence with her brother to obtain 8a performance 
in Berlin by royal command of my 民 ?exizz，which was also 
8& favourite with the court of Saxony.。 TIhis manqouvre Was 
suUocessfulj，and 工 soon received a communication from my old 
friend 及 iistner to say that the production of 尼 *enzz was fxed 
for a very early date at the Berlin Court Iheatre，and at the 
8ame time expressing the hope that 工 would conduect my work 
in person As 8 very handsome authors royalty had been 
paid by this theatre，at the instigation of 及 iistner，on the 
ooccasion of the producetion of his old Munieh friend Lachner?s 
opera， 玖 at 几 ari70 207 Co7y070， 工 hoped to reallise a very sub- 
stantial improvement in my fnances 计 only the success of 
有 en2t in this city in any degree Tivalled that in Dresden。 But 
In chief desire was to make the acquaintance of the 攻 ing of 
了 Prussia，so that 工 might read him the text of my Zojpengrt7， 
and arouse hisg interest in my work. 工 his from various signs 
工 fattered myself was perfectly posslible，in whlich case 工 ip- 
tended to beg him to command the first performance of 
oj1engy to be given at his court theatre. 

After my strange experiences 88 to the way in which my 
guccess in Dresden had been kept secret from the rest of Ger- 
many，it seemed to me 8 matter of vital importance to make 
the future centre of my artistic enterprises the only Place 
which exerelised any infuence on the outside world，and as 
8uch 工 was forced to regard Berlin. JInspired by the success 
of my recommendation to the Queen of Prussia, 工 hoped to gain 
3ccess to the 及 ing himself，which 工 regarded as 8 most im- 
portant step. ull of confidence， and in excellent spirits, I set 
out for Berlin in September，trusting to 8a favourable turn of 
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Fortune's wheel，in the first place for the rehearsals of 尼 eni2t， 
though my interests were Do longer centred in thls work. 

Berlin madqe the same impression on me 388 on the occaslion 
of my former visit， when 工 saw it again after my long absence 
in 了 Paris。 了 Professor Werder，my friend of the 8lxeqerder 
玖 o116rder，had taken lodgings for me in advance in the re- 
nowned Gensdarmeplatz, but when 工 looked at the view from my 
windows every day 工 could not believe that 工 was in a city which 
Was the very centre of Germany. Soon，however， 工 was com- 
pletely absorbed by the cares of the task 工 had in hand. 

工 had nothing to complain of with regard to the of 位 cial pre- 
parations for Renztz，but 工 soon noticed tbhat it was looked 
upon merely 88 & conductorsg opera，that ia to sa8y，8al the 
materials to hand were duly placed at my disposal，but the 
management had not the slightest intention of doing anything 
more for me All the arrangementa for my rehearsals were 
entirely upset as soon 88 8 visit from Jenny Lind was announced， 
and she oceupied the Royal Opera excelusively for some time. 

During the delay thus caused 工 did al Icecould to attain my 
main object 一 an introduction to thbhe 久 ing 一 and for this pur- 
pose made use of my former acquaintance with the court musical 
director，Count Redern. Ihis gentleman received me at once 
with the greatest affability，invited me to dinner and a soir6e， 
and entered into 8 hearty discussion with me about the steps 
necessary for attaining Iy Purpose，in whlich he promised to 
do his utmost to help me 工 also paid frequent visits to Sans- 
Souci，in order to pay my respects to the Queen and express 
my thanks to her. But 上 never got further than an interview 
with the jadies-in-waliting，and 工 was advised to put myself 
into_ communication with M. 了 Lilaire，the head of the Royal 
Privy Council.， This gentleman seemed to be impressed by 
the seriousness of my request，and promised to do what he 
could to further my wish for & personal introducetion to the 
及 ing. 了 e asked what my real object was,， and 工 told him 让 
was to get permission from the 了 Ring to read my libretto 
Zonengrt to him。 On the occasion of one of my oft-repeated 
Visite from Berlin，he asked me whether 工 did not think it 
would be advisgable to bring a recommendation of my work 
from Tieck。， 工 was able to tell him that 工 had already had thbe 
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pleasure of bringing my case to the notice of the old poet who 
lived near Potsdam 8s & royal penslioner. 

I remembered very well that Erau von Liitticehau had sent 
the themes Zonengrtm and Taz7jatser to her old friend some 
years ago，when these matters were first mentioned between 
us。 When II called upon TIieck,， 工 was welcomed by him almoet 
as 8 friend，and 工 found my long talks with him exceedingly 
valuable。 Although Tieck had perhaps gained 8& somewhat 
doubtful reputation for the leniency with which he would give 
his recomrmendation for the dramatice works of those who applied 
to him，yet 工 was pleased by the genuine disgust with which 
he spoke of our latest dramatie literature，which was modelling 
itself on the style of modern French stagecraft，and his com- 
plaint at the utter lack of any true poetic feeling in it was 
heartfelt 了 He declared himself delighted with my poem of 
Zojpeng7z，but could not understand how all this was to be 
set to music without 8 complete cbange in the conventional 
structure of an opera，and on thls score he objected to such 
scenes 88 that between Ortrud and Frederick at the beginning 
of the second act.， 工 thought 工 had roused him to 8 real 
enthusiasm when 工 exzplained how 工 proposed to solve these 
apparent di 人 组 culties，and also desceribed my own ideals about 
musical drama.。 But the higher 工 soared the sadder he grew 
when 工 had once made known to him my hope of securing the 
patronage of the 及 ing of Prussla for these conceptions，and thbe 
working out of my scheme for an ideal drama。 He had no 
doubt that the 玉 ing would lsten to me Wth the greatest 
interest，8and even seize Upon my ideas with warmth，only 工 
must not entertain the smallest hope of any practical result， 
unless 工 wished to expose myself to the bitterest disappoint- 
ment “What can you expect from aa man who to-day 18 
enthusiastic about Gluck's 7pjazgenaa ?2 Tau748s，and to-morrow 
mad about Donizetti"s Zuwcrezta ozxgt8 ”he said. Tieck?s 
conversation about these and similar topics was much too 
entertaining and charming for me to 刀 ve any serious Welght 
to the bitterness of his views.， He gladly promised to recom- 
mend my poem，more particularly to Privy Councillor 了 laire， 
and dismissed me with hearty goodwill and his sincere though 
anxiou8g bjessing. 
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The only result of all my labours was thbat the desired 
invitation from the King stil hung fire。 As the rehearsals 
for xenzz，whleh had been postponed on account of Jenny 
Lind's visit，were being carried on seriously again 工 made up 
my mind to take no further trouble before the performance of 
my opera, 88 工 thbought myself， at any rate, justifed in counting 
on the presence of the monarch on the first night，a8 the piece 
was being played at his express command, and at tbe same time 
I hoped this would conduce to thbe fulftlment of my main object. 
吾 owever，the nearer we came to the event the lower did thbe 
hopes II had built upon it sink. TIo Play the part of the hero 
工 had to be satisfied with a tenor who wa8 absolutely devoid 
of talent，and far below the average. 瑟 e was 8& conscientious， 
painstaking man， and had moreover been strongly recommended 
to me by my kind host， the renowned Meinhard. After 工 had 
taken infinite pains with him，and had in consequence，88 80 
often happens，conjured up in my mind certain illusions as 
to what 工 might expect from his acting， 工 was obliged，when 
it came to the fnal test of the dress rehearsal，to confess my 
true opinion。 工 realised thbat the scenery，chorus，ballet，and 
Iminor partgs were on the whole excellent，but that the ehief 
character，8around whom in this partieular opera everythbing 
centred，faded into an insignifcant phantom. The reception 
whach this opera met with at the hands of the publie when it 
Was produced 1D Ooetober was also due to him; but in conse- 
quence of the fairly good rendering of a few brilliant passages， 
and more especlially on account of the enthusiastie recognition 
of 上 rau 了 bster in the part of Adriano，it might have been 
concluded from all the external signs that the opera had been 
fairly successful， Nevertheless， 工 knew very well that this 
sceeming triumph could have no real substance，8as only the 
immaterlal parts of my work could reach the eyes and ears of 
he audiencej its essential spirit had not entered theiz hearts. 
Moreover, the Berlin reviewers in thbeir usual way began their 
attacks immediately，with the view of demolishing any success 
my Opera might have won, 80 that after the second performanece， 
which 工 also conducted myself， I began to wonder whether my 
desperate labours were really worth while. 

When I asked the few intimate friendqs 工 had their opinion on 
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this point, I elieited much valuable information。 Among these 
friends 工 must mention，in the frst place，Hermann 下 ranck， 
whbom I found again. He had lately settled in Berlin, and qid 
much to encourage me. 工 spent the most enjoyable part of 
those sad two months in his company，of which，however， 工 
had but too little. Our conversation generally turned upon 
reminiscences of the old days，and on to topics which had no 
connection with the theatre，so that 工 was almost ashamed to 
trouble him with my complaints on this subject，especially as 
they concerned my worries about & work which 工 could not 
pretend was of any Practical importance to the stage。 He for 
his part soon arrived at the conclusion that it had been foolish 
of me to choose my 民 tze7l2t for this occasion，88 it 加 88 an Opera 
which appealed merely to the general public，in preference to 
my Taz7ijiizLser，wWwhich might have educated a party in Berlin 
useful to my higher aims.。 也 e maintained tbat the very nature 
of thbls work would have aroused a fresh interest in the drama 
in the minds of people who，]like himself，were no longer to 
be counted among regular theatre-goers，Ppreclsely because they 
had given up 8 hope of ever finding any nobler ideals of the 
stage. 

The curiousg information 88s to the character of Berlin art 
in other respectsg，which Werder gave me from time to time， 
was Imost discouraging. With regard to the public，he told 
me once hbat at & performance of an Unknown work，it was 
quite useless for me to expect a single member of the audience 
from the stalls to the gallery to take his seat with any better 
object in view thban to pick as many holes as possible in the 
production。 Although Werder did not wish to discourage me 
in any of my endeavours，he felt himself obliged to warn me 
continually not to expect anything above the aver8ge from 
the cultured socelety of Berlin。 瑟 e liked to see proper respect 
paid to the really conslderable gifts of the 及 ing;j and when 
I 工 asked him how he thought the latter would receive my ideaas 
about the ennobling of opera， he answered, after having listened 
attentively to 8 long and fiery tirade on my part: The Ring 
would say to yomum “Go and consult Stawinsky17” This was 
the opera manager，8 fat，smug creature who had grown rusty 
in following out the most ]jog-trot routine.， In short，every- 
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thing I learned was caleculated to discourage me， 工 .called on 
Bernhard Marx，who some years ago had shown & kindly in- 
terest in my 玉 1seqe7zder 瓦 oU16zder, and was courteously recelved 
by him. This man，who in his earlier writings and musical 
criticisms had seemed to me fl]led with a fire of energy，noW 
struck me 8s extraordinarily limp and listless when 工 saw him 
by the side of his young wife，who was radiantly and bewitch- 
ingly beautiful. rom his conversation 工 soon learned that he 
also had abandoned even the remotest hope of success for 
any efforts directed towards the objecet so dear to both our 
hearts，on account of the inconceivable shallowness of all the 
0 值 cials connected with the head authority。 He told me of 
the extraordinary fate which had befallen a scheme he had 
brought to the notice of the 了 Ring for founding a school of 
music。 JIn a special audience the 及 ing had gone into the 
matter with the greatest interest，and noticed the minutest 
detail，so that Marx felt justiftied in entertaining the strongest 
possible hopes of success。 However, al his laboursg and negoti- 
ations about the business，in the course of which he was driven 
from pilar to post，proved utterly futile，until at last he was 
told to have an interview with aa certain generalL This per- 
SOnage, like the 久 ing, had Marx's proposals explained to him in 
the minutest detail，and expressed his warmest sympathy with 
the undertaking. “And there，said Marx，at the end of this 
long rigmarole“the matter ended，and 工 never heard another 
Word about it.: 

One day 工 learned that Countess Rossi，the renowned 
也 enriette Sontag，who was living in quiet seclusion in Berlin， 
had pleasant recollections of me in Dresden, and wished me to 
vislt her. She had at this time already fallen into the un- 
fortunate position which was 80 detrimental to her artistic 
career. She too complained bitterly of the general apathy of 
the infuential classes in Berlin，which effectually prevented 
any 8artistie aims from being realised.。 It was her opinion that 
the 及 ing found a sort of satisfaction in knowing that the theatre 
was badly managed, for though he never opposed any ceriticisms 
which he recelived on the subject，he 1ikewise never supported 
8&ny proposal for ite lmprovement. She expressed a wish to 
know something of my latest work, and 工 gave her my poem of 
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Zojkengrz for perusal， On the occasion of my next morning 
call she told me she would send me an invitation to & musical 
evening which she was going to have at her house in honour 
of the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelitz,her elderly patron,， 
and she also gave Ime back the manusceript of Zonengrz7，with 
the assurance that it had appealed to her very much，and that 
while she was reading it she had often seen the jlittle fairies 
and elves dancing about in front of her， As in the old days 
工 bad been heartily encouraged by the warm and friendly 
sympathy of this naturally cultured woman， 工 now felt as 让 
cold water had been suddenly poured down my back. 工 soon 
took my leave, and never 8aw her again。 Indeed, 工 had no par- 
ticular object in doing so，8as the promised invitation never 
came， 了 err 了 . 人 ossak also sought me out，and although our 
acquaintance did not lead to much， 工 was su 值 clently kindqjy 
received by him to give him my poem of Zojengrtu to read， 工 
went one day by appointment to see him，and found that his 
room had just been scrubbed with boiling water. 工 he steam 
from this operation was 80 unbearable that it had aljready given 
him &a headache，and was not less disagreeable to me He 
looked into my face with an almost tender expression when he 
gave me back the manuscript of my poem，and assured me， 
in accente which admitted of no doubt of his sincerity，that 
he thought 让 “very pretty. 

II found my casual intercourse with 也 . Truhn rather more 
entertaining. 工 used to treat him to &a good glass of wine at 
Lutter and Wegener s，where 工 went occasionally on account of 
ite assoclation with. 了 offmann，and he would then listen with 
apparently growing interest to my ideas 8as to the possible 
development of opera and the goal at which we should aim. 
也 is comments were generajly witty and very much to the point， 
and hig jively and animated ways pleased me very much. 
After the production of 慌 zenzz，however，he too，8a8s 8& critic， 
joined the majority of scoffers and detractors。 The only 
person who supported me stoutly but uselessly，through thbick 
and thin，was my old friend Gaillard， 了 is little musio-shop 
was not 8 8uccess，his musical journal had already failed，so 
that he was only able to help me in small ways。 Unfortunately 
工 discovered not only that he was the author of many exceedingly 


MEYERBEER IJN BERLIN 425 


dubious dramatie works，for which he wished to galin my suUp- 
port，but also that he was apparently in the last stages of the 
disease from which he was suffering，so thbat the jlittle inter- 
course 工 had with him, in splite of all his fdqelity and devotion， 
only exerceised a melancholy and depressing infuence upon me. 

But as 工 hbad embarked upon this Berlin enterprise in contra- ， 
diction to all my inmost wishes，and prompted soleljy by the 
desire of winning the success 80 vital to my position， 工 made 
up my mind to make 8& personal appeal to Relstab. 

As in the case of tbhe Flaegqerder 瓦 ol1Grder he had taken ex- 
ception more partiecularly to ite“nebulousness ” and“lack of 
form，” 工 thought 工 might with advantage point out to him thbe 
brighter and clearer outline of 尺 enzz。 也 e seemed to be pleased 
at my thinking TI could get anything out of him, but told me at # 
once of bis frm conviction that any new art form was utterly 
impossibje after Gluck，and that tbhe only thing that tbhe best of 
good luck and hard work was capable of producing was mean- 
ingless bombast.。 工 then realised that in Berlin all hope had 
been abandoned. 工 was told thbat Meyerbeer was the only man 
who had been able in any way to master the situation， 

This former patron of mine 工 met once more in Berlin，and 
he declared that he still took an interest in me As soon as 
Iarrived 工 called on him，but in the hall 工 found his servant 
busy packing up trunks，8and learned that Meyerbeer was just 
going awa87.。 也 is mastez confirmed this assertion，and regretted 
that he would not be able to do anything for me so 工 had to 
say good-bye and how-do-you-do at the same time。 or some 
time 工 thought he really was away，but after &a few weeks 
工 learned to my surprise that he was still staying in Berlin 
without letting himself be seen by any one，and at last he 
made his appearance again at one of the rehearsalsg of 尺 zemnizt.。 
What this meant 工 on]y discovered later from a rumour which 
was circulated among the initiated，and imparted to me by 
卫 duard von Biilow, my young friend's fathbher.。 Without having 
the slightest idea hovw it originated, I learned, about the middjle 
of my stay in Berlin, from the conduetor Taubert，that he had 
heard on very good authority that 工 was trying for a directors 
post at tbhe court theatre，and had good expectations of se- 
curing the appointment in addition to 8pecial privileges。 In 
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order to remain on good terms with Taubert，as 让 was very 
DecessaTry for me to do， 工 had to 包 uve him the most solemn 
asSUTances that such an idea had never even entered my head. 
and that 工 would not accept such 8 position 过 让 were offered 
to me On the other hand， al my endeavours to get access to 
the 及 ing continued to be fruitless.。 My chief mediator，to 
whom 工 always turned，was still Count Redern，and although 
Iy attention had been called to his staunch adherence to 
Meyerbeer, his extraordinary open and friendly manner always 
strengthened my belief in hig honesty. At last the only 
medium bhat remained open to me was the fact that the 了 ing 
could not possibly stay away from the performance of 瓦 :ezz2zt， 
given at bis exzpress command，and on this conviction 工 based 
al further hope of approaching him. Whereupon Count 
Redern informed me，with an expresslion of qdqeep despair，that 
on the very day of the first performance the monarch would 
be away on 8 hunting party. Once more 工 begged him to 
make very effort in higs power to secure the 及 ing's presence， 
at least at the second performance，and at length my inex- 
haustible patron told me thbat he could not make head or tail 
of it，but his Majesty seemed to have conceived an utter dis- 
inclination to accede to my wish ; he himself had heard these 
hard words fall from the royal lips:“Oh bother! have you 
come to me again with your 尼 zeyiztz9 

At this second performance 工 had a pleasant experlence. 
After the impressive second act the publice showed signs of 
wishing to call me，and as 工 went from the orchestra to the 
vestibule，in order to be ready 过 necessary，my foot slipped 
on the smooth parquet，and 工 might have had perhaps a serious 
fall had I not felt my arm prasped by 8a strong hand. 工 turned， 
and recognised the Crown Prince of Prussia, who had come out 
of his box，and who at onoe seized the opportunity of inviting 
me to follow him to his wife，who wished to make my acqualint- 
ance。 She had only just arrived in Berlin，and told me that 
she had heard my opera for the first time bhat evening，and 


1 This Prince subsequently became the Emperor William the First。 He was 
given the title of Crown Prince in 1840 on the death of his father，Frederick 
William III., as he was then heir-presumptive to his brother, Frederick Wiliam 
IV.， whose marriage was Witbhout issue. 一 卫 DITOBR. 
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expressed her appreciation of 让 She had，however，long ago 
received very favourable reports of me and my artistic aimg 
from a common friend，Alwine Frommann. The whole tenor 
of this interview，at which the Prince was present Was UD- 
usually friendly and pleasant. 

It was indeed my old friend Alwine who in Berlin had not 
only followed all my fortunes with the greatest sympathy， 
but had also done al in her power to 刀 ve me consolation and 
courage to endure. Almost every evening，when the day's 
business made it possible，I used to visit her for an hour of 
recreation，and gain strength from her ennobling conversation 
for the struggle against the reverses of the following day. 工 
w8s particularly pleased by the warm and intelligent sympathy 
which she and our mntual friend Werder devoted to 了 opemigrtz7， 
the object of al my labours at that time. On the arrival of 
her friend and patroness，the Crown Princess，which had been 
delayed till now，she hoped to hear something more deftinite 
88 to how my afairs stood with the 了 ing，although she inti- 
mated to me that even this great lady was in deep disfavour， 
and could onjy bring her infuence to bear upon the 有 ing by 
observing the strictest etiquette。 了 But from this source also 
no news reached me til it was time for me to leave Berlin 
8and 工 could postpone my departure no longer. 

As 工 had to conduet a third performance of 瑟 zenzz，and 
there still remained a remote possibility of receiving a sudden 
command to Sans-Soucl， 上 accordingly fxed on a date which 
would be the very latest 工 could wait to ascertain the fate of 
the projects 工 had nearest to heart  Ihis period passed by， 
and 工 was forced to realise that my hopes of Berlin were wholy 
shattered. 

工 was in & very depressed state when 工 made up my mind 
to this conelusion.。 工 can seldom remember having been so 
dreadfully affected by the infuence of cold and wet weather 
and an eternaly grey sky 8s during those last wretched weeks 
in Berlin，when everything that 工 heard，in addition to my 
own private anxlieties，weighed upon me with a leaden weight 
of discouragement. 

My conversations with Hermann 了 ranck about the social 
and political situation had assumed &a peculiarly gloomy tone， 
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as the King of Prussia?sg efforts to summon a United conference 
had failed， 工 was among those who had at first been inclined 
to see & hopeful signifticance in tbhis undertaking，but lt was 8& 
shock to have all the intimate details relating to the project 
clearly set before me by so wel informed a mman 88 ranck. 
His dispassionate views on this subject，as wel as8 on the 
Prussian State in particular，which was supposed to be repre- 
sentative of German intelligence, and was universally considered 
to be a model of order and good government，so compjletely dis- 
illusioned me and destroyed all the favourable and hopeful 
opinions 工 had formed of it that 工 felt as 寺 工 had plunged 
into chaos，and realised the utter futility of expecting 8 pros- 
perous settlement of the German question from this quarter. 
If in the midst of my misery in Dresden 工 had founded great 
hopes from gaining the 有 ing of Prussia"s sympathy for my 
ideas, I could no longer close my eyes to the fearful hollowness 
which the state of affairs disclosed to me on every 8idqe. 

JIn this despairing mood 工 felt but little emotion when，on 
going to 8ay good-bye to Count Redern，he told me with & 
very 88d face the news, which had just arrived, of Mendelssohn”s 
death。 工 certainly did not realise this stroke of fate，which 
Redern's obvious grief first brought to my notice。 At al 
events，he was spared more detailed and heartfelt explanation 
of my own aftairs，which he had so much at heart. 

The only tbing that remained for me to do in Berlin was to 
try and make my material success balance my material loss。 
or a stay of two months， during which my wife and my sister 
Clara had been with me，lured on by the hope that the pro- 
duction of Rzen2t in Berlin would be a brilliant success, 工 found 
Imy old friend，Director 玉 iistner，by no means inclined to com- 
pensate me 上 rom his correspondence with me he could prove 
up to thbe hilt that legally he had only expressed the desire for 
my co-operation in studying 下 ?ezzt，but had given me no posi- 
tive invltation。 As 工 was prevented by Count Redern”s grief 
over Mendelssohn's death from going to him for heljp in these 
trivial prlivate concerns， there was no alternative but for me to 
accept with a good grace 及 iistner's beneficence in paying me 
on the spot the royalties on the three performances which had 
already taken place. Ihe Dresden authorities were suUrprised 
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when I found myself obliged to beg an advance of income from 
them in order to conclude this brilliant undertaking in Berlin. 

As 工 was travelling with my wife in the most horrible 
weather through the deserted country on my wa8y home, 工 fel 
into a mood of the blackest despair，which 工 thbought 工 might 
perhaps survive once in a lifetime but never again。 Neverthe- 
lese, it amused me, as 工 sat silently looking out of the carriage 
into the grey mijst，to hear my wife enter into a lively dis- 
cussion with &_ commercial travellerz who，in the course of 
friendly conversation，had spoken in a disparaging way about 
the “mnew opera 忆 zenzt” My wife，with great heat and even 
passion，corrected various mistakes made by thig hostile critic， 
and to her great satisfaction made him confess that he had 
not heard the opera himself，but had only based his opinion 
upon hearsay and the reviews。 Wherenpon my wife pointed out 
to him most earnestly that “he could not possibly know whose 
future he mijight not injure by such irresponsible comment. 

These were the only cheering and consoling impressions which 
I earried back with me to Dresden，where 工 soon felt the 
direct resujlts of the reverses 工 had suffered in Berlin in the 
condolences of my acquaintances。 The papers had spread 
abroad the news that my opera had been 8a dismal failure. 
The most painful part of the whole proceeding was that 工 had 
to Imeet these expressiong of pity with a cheerful countenance 
and the assurance that things were by no means 90 bad as had 
been made out，but that，on the contrary， 工 had had many 
pleasant experlences. 

This unaccustomed effort placed me in & position strangely 
similar to that in which Ifound Hiller on my return to Dresden. 
He had given 8 performance of his new opera，Coxzradz 001 
玖 openstaxvjfen，here just about this time. 了 e had kept the 
composition of this work &a secret from me，and had hoped to 
make 8 decided hit with it after the three performances which 
took place ip my absence。， Both the poet and the composer 
thought that in this work they had combined the tendencies 
and effects of my 尺 zenzz with those of my Tanzjaarser in 8 
manner peculiarly suited to the Dresden public。， As he was 
just setting out for Diisseldorf，where he had been appointed 
concert-director，he commended his work with great confidence 
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to my tender mercies，and regretted not having thbe power of 
appointing me the conduetor of it 卫 e acknowledged that he 
Oowed his great Success partly to the wonderfully happy render- 
ing of the male part of Comxyradzm by my niece Jobanna. She， 
in her turn，told me with equal confidence that without her 
Hiller's opera would not have had such an extraordinary 
triumph。 工 was now really anxious to see this fortunate or 
and its wonderful staging for myself; and this 工 was able 
to do, as a fourth performance was announced after Hiller and 
his family had left Dresden for good。 When 工 entered the 
theatre at thbe beginning of the overture to take my place 
the stalls， 工 was astonished to fnd all the seats，with a few 
scarcely noticeable exceptions，absolutely empty. At the other 
end of my row 工 eaw the poet who had written the libretto， 
the gentle painter Reinike， We moved，naturally，towards the 
middle of the space and diseussed the strange position in which 
we found ourselves.。 了 e poured out melancholy complaints 
to me about 也 iller's musical setting to his poetry; the secret 
of the mistake which Hiller had made about the success of 
his work he did not explain，and was evidently very Imuch 
upset at the conspiecuous failure of the opera.。 It was from 
another quarter that 工 learned how it had been possible for 
Hiller to deceive himself in such an extraordinary way。 rau 
了 illerz，who was of Polish origin， had managed at the frequent 
了 Polish gatherings which took place in Dresden to persuade 8& 
large contingent of her countrymen，who were keen theatre- 
goers, to attend her husband's opera。 On the first night these 
friends，with thelir usual enthusiasm，inceited the publie to 
applaud，but had themselves found so little pleasure in the 
work that they had stayed away from the second performance， 
which was otherwise badly attended，so that the opera could 
only be considered a failure， By commandeering all thbe help 
that could possibly be got from the Poles by way of applause， 
eveTy effort was made to secure 8 third performance on 8 Sun- 
day，when the theatre generally flled of ite own accord.。 This 
object was achieved，and the Polish theatre aristocracy，with 
the charity that was habitual to them，fulfilled their duty 
towards thbhe needy couple in whose drawing-room they had 
often spent such pleasant evenings. 
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Once more the composer was called before the curtain，and 
everything went o 企 well]， Hiller thereupon placed his conft- 
dence in the verdict on the third performance，8according to 
which his opera w8s an undoubted success，]just as had been 
the case with my Taz7ijiinslser。 工 he artificiality of this pro- 
ceeding was，however，exposed by this fourth performance， 
at which 工 was present，and at which no one was Under 8 
obligation to the departed composer to attend. 卫 ven my 
niece was disgusted with it，and thought that the best singer 
in the world could not make a sucecess of such a tedious opera. 
Whilst we were watehing this miserable performance 工 man- 
aged to point out to the poet some weaknesses and faultes tbat 
were to be found in the subject-matter. The jlatter reported 
my eriticisms to Hiller，whereupon 工 received a warm 8nd 
friendly letter from Diisseldorf，in which Hiller acknowledged 
the mistake be had made in rejecting my advice on hbis point. 
He gave me plainly to Understand that it was not too late to 
alter the opera according to my suggestions; 工 shouljd thus 
have had the inestimable benefit of having such an obviously 
well-intentioned，and，in ite way，8o 8ignificant，a work in the 
repertoire，but 工 never got so far as that. 

On the other hand， 工 experienced the small satisfaction of 
hearing the news that two performances of my 尺 zenzty had 
taken Place in Berlin，for the success of which Conductor 
Taubert，8s he informed me himself, thought he had won some 
credit on account of the extremely effective combinations he 
had arranged. JIn spite of this, 工 was absolutely convinced that 
工 must abandon all hope of any lasting and profitable success 
from Berlin，and I could no longer hide from Liittichau that， 
过 工 were to continue in the disceharge of my duties with the 
DecesS8Ty good spirits， 工 must insist on 8 Tise of salary，8s， 
beyond my regular income, could not rely on any substantial 
Success Wherewith to meet my unlucky publishing transactions. 
My income was so small that 工 could not even live on it，but 
I 工 asked nothing more than to be placed on an equal footing 
with my coleague Reissiger，& prospect which had been held 
out to me from the beginning. 

At this juncture Liittiohau saw & favourable opportunity 
for making me feel my dependence on bis goodwill，which 
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could only be seeured by my showing due deference to his 
Wishes。 After 工 had laid my case before thbe 了 ing，at 8 per- 
s0nal interview，and asked for the favour of the moderate in- 
crease in income which was my object，Liitticehau promised to 
Imake the report he was obliged to give of me as favourable as 
possible。 How great was my consternation and humiliation 
when one day he opened our interview by telling me that hils 
report had come back from the King. In it was set forth 
thbat 工 had unfortunately overestimated my talent on aoccount 
of the foolish praise of various friends in & high position 
(among whom he counted Frau v。 及 nneritz)，and had tbus 
been led to consider that 工 had quite as good a right to Success 
88 Meyerbeer. 工 bad thereby caused such serious offence that it 
might,， perhaps, be considered advisable to digsmilss me altogether. 
On the other hand, my industry and my praiseworthy perform- 
8nce With regard to the revision of Gluck's 7Pp129en24，which 
had been brought to the notice of the management，might 
justify my being given another chance，in which case IDy7 
material condition must be uven due consideration。 At this 
point 工 could read no further，and stupefied by surprise 工 gave 
my patron back the paper. He tried at once to remove the 
obviously bad impression it had made upon me by teling me 
tbhat my wish had been granted，and 工 could draw the nine 
hundred marks belonging to me at once from the bank. 工 
took my leave in silence，and pondered over what course of 
action 工 must pursue in face of this disgrace，as it was quite 
out of thbe question for me to accept the nine hundred marks. 
But in the midst of these adversities a visit of the 及 ing of 
了 russla to Dresden was one day announced，and at the same 
time by hi8 special request a performance of Tan7jainlser WW88 
arranged.， He really did make his appearance in the theatre 
at tbhl8 performance in the company of the royal family of 
ASaxony，and stayed with apparent interest from beginning to 
end. On this occasion the 玉 ing gave 8 curious explanation 
for having stayed away from the performances of 居 renzt 记 
Berlin，which was afterwards reported to me， He said he had 
denied himself the pleasure of hearing one of my operas in 
Berlin，because it was important to get 8a good impression of 
thbem，and he knew that iD his own tbeatre they would only 
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be badly produced。 This strange event had，at any rate，the 
result of giving me back su 值 cient self-confdence to accept the 
nine hundred marks of which I 工 was in such desperate need. 

Liittichau also seemed to make 8 point of winning back my 
trust to 8ome extent，and 工 gathered from his calm friendliness 
that 工 must suppose thbis wholly uncultured man had no con- 
scliousness of the outrage he had done me He returned to thbe 
idea of having orchestral concerts，in accordance with the sug- 
gestions 工 bad made in my rejected report on the orchestra， 
and in order to induce me to arrange such musical performances 
in the theatre，said the initiative had come from the manage- 
ment and not from the orchestra itself. As soon as 工 discovered 
that the profite were to go to the orchestra 工 willingly entered 
into the plan。 By a special device of my own the stage 
of the theatre was made into a concertrhall (afterwards con- 
sidered frst-class ) by means of a sounding board enclosing the 
whole orchestra，which proved a _ great success。 JIn future 8ixX 
performances were to take place during the winter Imonths. 
This time,， however，as it was the end of the year， and we onjy 
had the second half of the winter before us,， subscription tickets 
were issued for only three concerts，&nd the whole available 
space in the theatre was fled by the public。， 工 found the 
preparations for this fairly diverting，and entered upon the 
fateful year 1848 in a rather more reconciled and amiable 
frame of mind. 

Early in the New Year the first of these orcehesgtral conoerts 
took place，and brought me much popularity on account of its 
unusual programme。 工 had discovered that 这 any real sig- 
nificance were to be given to these concerts，in distinction to 
those consisting of heterogeneous scraps of musice of every 
different species under the sun，and which are 80 opposed 
to all serious artistie taste，we could only afford to give two 
kinds of genuine musie alternately 让 a good effect was to 
be produced. Accordingly between two symphonies 工 placed 
one or two longer vocal pieces，which were not to be heard 
elsewhere，and thbese were the only items in thbe whole concert. 
After the Mozart Symphony in D major， 工 made al the 
musicians move from their places to make room for an im- 


posing choir，which had to sing Palestrina's Stobpat Mater, from 
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an adaptation of the original recitative，which I had carefully 
revised，and Bach's Motet for eight voices: Saiget dem 厅 errys 
et ?EtES 1ied (Sing unto the Lord a new song ") ; thereupon 
Ilet the orchestra again take its place to Play Beethoven's 
Qtz7zifonaza 玖 rotca, and with that to end the concert. 

This success w8s very encouUraging，and diselosed to me 8 
sS0mewhat consoling prospect of incereasling my infuence as 
musical conduector at 8 time when my disgust was daily grow- 
ing stronger at the constant meddling with our opera repertoire， 
which made me lose more and more infuence as compared with 
the wishes of my would-be prima donna niece，whom even 
Tichatschek supported。 Immediately on my return from Berlin 
工 had begun the orchestration of 了 onenyrtm，and in al other 
respects had given myself up to greater reslgnation，wWhich 
made me feel II could face my fate calmly，when 工 seuddenly 
recelived 8a very disturbing piece of news. 

In the beginning of February my mother's death was an- 
nounced to me。 Iat once hastened to her funeral at Leipzig， 
and was flleqd with deep emotion and joy at the wonderfully 
calm and sweet expression of her face. She had passed the 
]latter years of her life，which had before been so active and 
restless, in cheerful ease, and at the end in peaceful and almost 
childlike happiness。 On her deathbed she exclaimed in humble 
modesty，and with aa bright smlle on her face: “Oh how 
beautiful! how lovely! how divine} Why do 工 deserve such 
favour 9” It was a bitterly cold morning when we lowered the 
co 人 fn into the grave in the churchyard，and the hard，frozen 
lumps of earth which we scattered on the lid，instead of the 
customary handful of dust，frightened me by the loud noise 
they made. On the way home to the house of my brother- 
in-l]aw， 了 Hermann Brockhaus，where the whole family were to 
gather together for an hour，Laube，of whom my mother had 
been very fond，was my only companion. He expressed his 
anxiety at my Unusually exhausted appearance，and when he 
afterwards accompanied me to the station，we discussed the 
Unbearable burden which seemed to us to lie like a dead weight 
on every noble effort made to reslst the tendency of the time 
to sink into utter worthlessness.。 On my return to Dresden 
the realisation of my complete loneliness came over me for the 
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first 三 me with full conseiousness，as I could not help knowing 
that with the loss of my mother every natural bond of union 
Was loosened with my brothers and sisters，each of whom was 
taken up with his or her own family affaire。 So 工 plunged 
dully and eoldljy into the only thing which could cheer and 
warmn me，the working out of my Zonengrt and my studies 
of German antiquity. 

Thus dawned the last days of February，which were to 
plunge 了 上 urope once more into revolution。 工 was among thbose 
who least expected a probable or even possible overthbrow of 
the political world. My first knowledge of such things had 
been gained in my youth at the time of the July Revolution， 
and the long and peacefu]l reaction that followed it Since tbhen 
工 had become acquainted with Paris，and from all the signs of 
public life which 工 saw there， 工 thought al that had occurred 
had been merely the preliminaries of a great revolutionary 
Imovement. 工 bad been present at the erection of the Forils 
de6locjls around Paris，which Louis Philippe had carried out， 
and been instructed about the strategice value of the various 
fxed sentries scattered about Paris，and 工 agreed with those 
who considered that everything was ready to make even an 
attempt at a rising on the part of the populace of Paris qulte 
impossible. When，thberefore，the Swiss War of Separation 
at the end of the previous year，8&nd the 8successful Sicilian 
Revolution at the beginning of the New Year, turned all men?8 
eyes in great excitement to wateh the effect of these risings 
on 了 Paris, 工 did not take the slightest interest in the hopes and 
fears which were aroused. News of the growing restlessness 
in the Erench capital did indeed reach us，but 工 disputed 
也 ickel's belief that any signifcance could be attached to it. 
工 was sitting in tbhe conductors desk at 8 rehearsal of Martha 
when,， during an interval， Rickel，with the peculiar joy of being 
in the right，brought me the news of Louis Philippe's fight， 
and the proclamation of thbe Republie in Paris.。 This made 
8 strange and almost astonishing impression on me，8although 
at the same time the doubt as to the true signifcance of these 
events made it possible for me to smijle to myself， 工 too caught 
the fever of excitement which had spread everywhere. The 
German March days were coming，and from al directions ever 
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more 8larming newa kept coming in。 了 ven within the narrow 
confines of my native Saxony serious petitiong were framed， 
which the 了 ing withstood for a long time; even he was de- 
ceived，im 8 W87 which he was soon to acknowledge，as to 
the meaning of bis commotion and the temper that prevailed 
in the country. 

On the evening of one of these really anxious days，when 
the very air was8 heavy and full of thunder，we gave ouUr third 
great orchestral concert，at which the ing and his court were 
present，8a8 on the two previous occasions。 or the opening of 
this one 工 had chosen Mendelssohn's Symphony in A minor， 
which 工 hadq played on the occasion of his funeral TIhe mood 
of this piece，which even in the would-be joyful phrasee is 
always tenderly melancholy，corresponded strangely with the 
anxiety and qdqepression of the whole audience，which was more 
particularly accentuated in the demeanour of the royal family. 
I did not conceal from Lipinsky，the leader of the orchestra， 
my regret at the mistake 工 bad made in the arrangement of 
that day'8 programme，as Beethoven's 下 ifth Symphony，also 
in & minor key，was to follow this minor 8ymphony.， With 
a Imerry twinkle in his eyes the eccentrie 了 Pole comforted me 
by exclaiming: “Oh，let us play only the first two movements 
of the Symphony in C minor，then no one will know whether 
we have played Mendelssohn in the major or the minor key.? 
ortunately before these two movements began，to ouUT great 
8SUrprise，8 loud shout was raised by some patriotice spirit in the 
middje of the audience，who called out Long live the 及 ingl! 
and the cry was promptly repeated with unusual enthusiasm 
and energy on 8]] sides. ipinsky was perfectly right: the 
symphony，with the passionate and stormy excitement of the 
frst thbeme，swelled out like a hurricane of rejolicing，and bad 
seldom produced such an effect on the audience as on that 
night.。 工 his was the last of the newly inaugurated concerta 
that I ever conducted in Dresden. 

Shortly after this the inevitable pojlitical changes took place. 
The 及 ing disgmissed his mlinistry and elected a new one，con- 
sisting partly of Liberals and partly even of really enthusliastic 
Democrate，who at once proclaimed the well-known regulations， 
which are the same al over the world, for founding a thorougbly 
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democratic constitution。 工 was really touched by this result， 
and by the heartfelt joy which was evident among the whole 
population，antd 工 would have given much to have been able 
to gain access to the ing，and convince myself of hig hearty 
confidence in the people's love for him，which seemed to me 
80 desirable a consummation. JIn the evening thbe town wa88 
gaily illuminated，and the 及 ing drove through the streets ln 
an open crriage. JIn the greatest excitement 工 went out 
among the dense crowds and followed his movements，often 
running where 工 thought it likely that a particularly hearty 
shout might rejoice and reconcile the monarch'e heart My 
wife was quite frightened when she saw me come back late at 
night，tired out and very hoarse from shouting. 

The events which took place in Vienna and Berlin， with their 
apparently momentous results，only moved me 88 interesting 
newspaper reports，and the Ni of a rankfort parliament 
in the place of the dissolved 2Bvwndestaqg sounded strangely 
pleasant in my ears.。 Yet 8ll these 8signifcant occurrences 
could not tear me for a single day from my regular hours of 
work.， With immense， almost overweening satisfaction， 工 
fnished，in the last days of this eventful and historie month 
of March，the score of 了 ohpengr with the orchestration of 
the music up to the vanishing of the Knight of the Holy Grail 
into the remote and mystic distance. 

About this time 8 young Englishwomen，Madame Jessie 
Laussot，who had married a Frenchman in Bordeaux，one day 
presented herself at my house in the company of 玉 arl 有 itter， 
who was barely elghteen years of age Thisg young man，who 
was born in 了 Russia of German parents，was 8 mmember of one 
of those northern families who had settled down permanently 
in Dresden，on account of the pleasant 8artistic atmosphere of 
that Place 工 remoembered that 工 had seen him once before 
not long after the first performance of Tarnmjaitser，when he 
asked me for my autograph for a copy of the score of that opera， 
which was on sale at the music-shop。 工 now learned that this 
copy really belonged to Erau Laussot，who had been present 
at those performances，and who was now introduced to me, 
Orvercome with shyness，the young lady expressed her admira- 
tion in 8 w8y 工 bad never experienced before, and at the same 
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time told me how great was her regret at being called away 
by family affairs from her favourite home in Dresden with the 
Ritter family，who，she gave me to understand，were deeply 
devoted to me。 It wa8s with a strange，and in ite way qulte 
8 new，sensation that 工 bade farewell to this young lady. 工 his 
Was the first time since my meeting with Alwine Erommann 
and Werder，when the Flieqerdler oLUzCder wa8s produced, that 
工 came across this sympathetie tone，which seemed to come 
like an echo from some old familiar past，but which 工 never 
heard close at hand. 工 invited young Ritter to come and see 
me Whenever he liked，and to accompany me sometimes on 
Imy walks。 再 is extraordinary shyness，however，seemed to 
prevent him from doing this，and 工 only remember seeing him 
very occasionally at my house， 再 e used to turn up more often 
with 也 ans von Bilow，whom he seemed to know pretty well， 
and who had already entered the Leipzig Universlity 88 a 
student of ljaw. This well-informed and talkative young man 
Showed his warmn and hearty devotion to me Imore openly， 
and 工 felt bound to recliprocate his affection. 也 e was the first 
person who made me reajise the genuine characterz of the new 
political enthusiasm。 On his hat，as well as on his father's, the 
black，red，and gold cockade was paraded before my eyes. 
Now that 工 had finished my Zoneng7i，and had leisure to 
study the course of events, 工 could no longer help myself sym- 
pathising with the ferment aroused by the birth of German 
ideals and the hopes attached to their realisation。 My old 
friend Eranck had already imbued me with a fairly sound 
pojlitical ]udgment，and，like many others，I 工 had grave doubts 
38 to whether the German parliament now assembling would 
serVve 8ny Useful purpose.。 Nevertheless，the temper of the 
populace，of which there could be no question，although 让 
mlght not have been given very obvious expression，8and the 
belief，everywhere prevalent，that it was impossible to return 
to the old conditions，could not fail to exercise its infuence 
upon me But 工 wanted actions instead of words，and actiong 
whlich would force our princes to break for ever with their old 
traditions，which were so detrimental to the cause of the German 
commonwealth. With this object 工 felt inspired to write a 
popular appeal in verse，calling upon the German princes and 
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peoples to inaugurate a great crusade against Russia，838 the 
country which had been the prime instigator of that poliey in 
Germany which had so fatally separated the monarchs from their 
subjects。 One of the verses ran 88 folljows : 一 


The old fight against the 了 ast 
Returns again to-day. 

The people's sword must not rust 
Who freedom wish for aye. 


As TI had no connection with political journals，aad had 
learned by chance that Berthold Auerbach was on the sta 企 
of a paper in Mannheim，where the waves of revolution Tan 
high，I sent him my poem with the request to do whatever he 
thought best with it，and from that day to thls 工 have never 
heard or seen anything of it. 

Whilst the Erankfort Parliament continued to 8sit on from 
day to day，and it seemed idqle to conjecture whither this big 
tak by small men would lead， 工 was much impressed by the 
news Which reached us from Vienna。 In the May of this year 
an _ attempt at 8 reaction，such as had succeeded in Naples 
and remained indecisive in Parlis, had been triumphantly nipped 
in the bud by the enthusiasm and energy of the Viennese people 
under the leadership of the students” band，who had acted with 
such Unexpected frmness。 工 hbad arrived at the conclusion 
that，in matters directly concerning the people，no reliance 
could be placed on reason oO wisdom，but only on sheer force 
supported by fanaticism or absolute necessity;j but the course 
of events in Vienna，where 工 sw the youth of the educated 
classegs working side by side with the labouring man，flled 
me with peculiar enthuslaam，to Which 工 gave expression in 
another popular appeal in verse. This I sent to the Oester- 
7etC1sc 几 em etf0， where it was printed in theiz columns with 
my full signature. 

In Dresden two political unions had been formed, as a result 
of the great changes that had taken place， The first was 
called the Pevlscher 了 ereim (German Union )，whose programme 
aimed at “8 constitutional monarehy on the broadest demo- 
cratie foundation. 工 he names of its prineipal leaders，among 
which，in spite of its broad democratic foundation，my friendqs 
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Eduard Devrient and Professor Rietesechel had the courage 
openly to appear，guaranteed the safety of ites objects。 This 
Union，which tried to include every element that regarded & 
real revolution with abhorrence，conjured into existence 83m 
opposition club which called itself the TaterIarnds-『rerezm 
(Patriotie Union). In this the “democratice foundation 
seemed to be the chief basis， and the“constitutional monarchy ， 
only provided the necessary cloak。 

也 ickel canvassed passionately for the latter，a8 he seemed 
to have lost al confdence in the monarchy。 TIhe poor fellow 
was，indeed，in a very bad way。 也 e had long ago given up 
al hope of rising to any position in the musical world; his 
directorship had become pure drudgery,， and was, unfortunately， 
s0 badly palid that he could not possibly keep himself and his 
yearly increasing family on the income he derived from his 
post，。 He always had an unconquerabje aversion from teaching， 
which was & fairly profitable employment in Dresden among 
the many wealthy visitors。 So he went on from bad to worse， 
running miserably into debt and for a long time 8aw no hope 
for his position as the father of a family exzcept in emigration 
to America，where he thought he could secure a livelihood for 
himself and hisg dependants by Ianual labour, and for his practi- 
cal mind by working as 8 farmer, from which class he had origin- 
ally sprung. Ihis，though tedious，would at least be certain. 
On our walks he had of late been entertaining me almost 
exclusively with ideas he had gleaned from reading books on 
farming，doctrines which he applied with zeal to the improve- 
ment of his encumbered position。 工 his was the mood in which 
the Revolution of 1848 found him，and he immediately went 
over to the extreme socialist side，which，owing to the example 
set by Paris，thbreatened to become serious。 卫 very one who 
knew him was utterly taken aback at the apparently vital 
change which had so suddenly taken place in him，when he 
declared that he had at last found his real vocation 一 that of an 
agitator. 

His persuasive facujties, on which, however, he could not rely 
su 丛 ciently for Platform purposes，developed in private inter- 
course jinto stupefying energy.。 It was impossible to stop his 
fow of language with any objection，and those he could not 


ROCKEL AS A SOCIALIST 441 


draw over to his cause he cast aside for ever。 JIn his enthusiasm 
about the problems which occeupied his mind day and night， 
he sharpened his intellect into 8 weapon capable of demojlishing 
every fooligsh objection，and suddenly stood in our midst like 
8 preacher in the wilderness。 He was at home in every de- 
partment of knowledge， The Taoterrcrds-Terezm had elected a 
commjttee for carrying into execution 8a plan for arming the 
populace; this included 了 有 ickel and other thoroughgoing 
democerats，and，in addqition，certain Imilitary expertes，8mong 
whom was my old friend Hermann Miiller，the lieutenant of 
the Guards who had once been engaged to SochriderDevrient. 
He and another o 值 cer named Zichlinsky were the only memhbers 
of the Saxon army who joined the political movement， The 
part 工 played in the meetings of thls commijttee，8as in every- 
thing else，was dictated by artistie motives。 As far 8a8 工 can 
remember，the details of this plan，which at last became a 
nuisance，8aftorded very sound foundation for a genuine arming 
of the people，though 让 was impossible to carry it out during 
the political erisis. 

My interest and enthusiasm about the social and politiceal 
problems which were occupying the whole world increased 
every day，until publie meetings and private intercourse，and 
the shallow platitudes which formed the staple eloquence of 
the orators of the day，proved to me the terrible shallowness 
of the whole movement. 

If onljy 工 could rest assured that，while such senseless con- 
fsion w88s the order of the day，people wel versed in these 
matters would withhold from any demonstration (which to 
my great regret 工 observed in Hermann Franck，and told him 
of，openljy)，then，on the contrary， 工 should feel myself com- 
pelled，as soon 88 the opportunity arose， to discuss the purport 
of such questions and problems according to my judgment. 
Needless to say，the newspapers Played an exciting andq pro- 
minent part on this occasion。 Once，when 工 went incidentally 
(as 工 might go to see 8a play) to a Imeeting of the Tateyr1ands- 
Tere 加 ，when they were assembled in &a publie garden，they 
chose for the subject of their diseussion, “了 Republie or Mon- 
archy?” 工 was 8stonished to hear and to read with what 
incredible triviality lt w8&8 carried on，3and how the sum-total 
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of their exzplanation was，that，to be sure，8a republie lg best， 
but，at the worst，one could put up with a monarchy 计 it were 
well conducted。 As the result of many heated discussions on 
this point，I was ineited to lay bare my views on the subject 
in an article which 工 published in the Dresdener 47zetger， but 
which 工 did not sign。 My special aim was to turn the atten- 
tion of the few who realy took the matter seriously，from thbe 
external form of the government to its intrinsic value。 When 
I had pursued and consistently diseussed the utmost ideajlistie 
conclusions of all that which， to my mind，was necessary and 
inseparable from the perfect state and from social order， 工 in- 
quired whether it would not be possible to realise al this with 
aa king at the head，and entered so deeply into the matter as to 
portray the king in such a fashion，that he seemed even more 
anxiou8 han any one else that his state should be organised 
on _ genuinely republican lines，in order that he might attain 
to the fulflment of his own highest aims， 工 must own，how- 
evez that 工 felt bound to urge this king to assume 8 much more 
famijliar attitude towards his people than the court atmo- 
sphere and the almost exclusive society of hig nobles would 
seem to render possible。 inally， 工 pointed to the 玉 ing of 
ASaxony 388 being specially chosen by Kate to lead the way in 
the direction 工 bad indicated，and to give the example to all 
the other German princes。 有 iokel considered this artiele a true 
ingspliration from the Angel of Propitiation，but as he feared that 
it Would not meet with proper recognition and appreciation 
in the paper，he urged me to lecture on it publicly at the next 
Imeeting of the 『aterlarzds-Ferez，{for he attached great im- 
portance to my discoursing on the subject personally。 Quite 
Uncertain 88 to whether 工 could really persuade myself to 
do this， 工 attended the meeting，and there，owing to the 
intolerable balderdash uttered by a certain barrister named 
了 Bl0de and a master-furrier 人 lette，whom at that time Dresdeun. 
venerated 88 8 Demosthenes and 8a Cleon， 工 passionately 
decided to appear at this extraordinary tribunal with my 
paper，8nd to give 8& very spirited reading of it to about three 
thousand persons. 

he success 工 had was simply appalling. The astounded 
audience seemed to remember nothing of the speech of the 
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Orchestral Conduetor Royal save the ineidental attack 工 had 
made upon the court sycophants。 The news of this incredible 
event 8pread like wildfre。 The next day 工 rehearsed 天 ?emn2zt， 
which was to be performed the following evening. 工 was con- 
gratulated on all sides upon my self-sacrificing audacity. On 
the day of the performance, however, 工 was informed by Eisolt， 
the attendant of the orchestra, that the plans had been changed， 
and he gave me to understand that thereby there hung a tale. 
True enough，the terrible sensation 工 bad made became 8o 
great，that the directors feared the most unheard-of demon- 
strations at any performance of 尺 zenzz。 工 hnen a perfect storm 
of derision and vituperation broke loose in the press，and 工 
was besieged on all sides to such an extent that it was Useless 
to think of self-defence。 工 had even offended the Communal 
Guard of Saxony，and was challenged by the commander to 
make a full apology. But the most inexorable enemies 工 made 
Were the court o 伍 cials，especially those bolding a minor 0 值 ce， 
8nd to this day 工 still continue to be persecuted by them。 工 
learned that，8as far as it lay ip their power，they incessantly 
besought the 及 ing，and finally the director，to deprive me at 
once of my o 佳 ce。 On account of this 工 thought it necessary 
to write to the monarch personally，in order to explain to him 
thbhat my action Was to be regarded more in the light of a thought- 
less indiscretion than 8s 8 culpable offence， 工 sent this jetter 
to Herr von Liittichau，begging him to deliver it to the 及 ing， 
and to arrange at the same time 8 short jeave for me，8o that 
the provoking disturbance should have a chance of dying down 
during my absence from Dresden. Ihe striking kindness and 
goodwill which Herr von Liittichau showed me on this occasion 
made no jlittle Impression Upon me，and this 工 took no pains 
to conceal from him.。 As in the course of time，however，his 
il-ocontrolled rage at various things，and especeially at a good 
deal tbat he had misunderstood in my pamphlet，broke loose， 
工 jearned that t was not from any humane motives that he 
had spoken in such a propitiatory manner to me, but rather by 
desire of the 及 ing himself， On thig point 工 received most 
accurate information，and heard that when everybody，and 
even von iittichau himself，were besieging the ing to visit 
me with punishment，the 了 ing had forbidden any further talk 
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on the subjecet. After thisg very encouraging experience， 工 
fattered mysejf that the 玉 ing had understood not only my 
letter，but also my pamphlet，better than many others. 

In order to change my mind a little，I determined for the 
present (it was thbe beginning of July) to take advantage of the 
short period of leave granted to me，by going to Vienna。 工 
travelled by way of Breslau，where 工 looked up an old friend 
of my family，the musical director Mosewius，at whose house 
工 spent an eyening. We had a most jlively conversation，but， 
unfortunately，were unable to steer clear of the stirring political 
questions of the day.。 What interested me most wa88 his 
exceptionally large，or even， 计 工 remember rightly，complete 
collection of Sebastian 了 Bach's cantatas in most excellent 
copies。 Besides this，he related，with a humour quite his owm， 
Several amusing zmusical anecdotes which were 8a pleasant 
memory for many 8 year。 When Mosewius returned my visit 
in the course of the summer at Dresden, 工 played a part of the 
frst act of Zonengri7 on the piano for him，and the expression 
of hisg genuine 8&stonishment at this conception was very grati- 
fying to me。 In later years，however， 工 found that he had 
8poken somewhat sco 值 ngly about me;i but 工 did not stop to 
reflect as to the truth of this information，or 8a8 to the real 
character of the man, for little by little 工 hbad had to accustom 
myself to the most inconcelvable things。 At Vienna the first 
thing 工 did was to call on Professor iscehhof，as 工 knew that 
he had in his keeping important manuscriptsg，cehiefy by 
Beethoven，among which the original of the CQ minor Sonata， 
opus 11l1l, 工 was particularly curious to see。 工 hrough this new 
friend，whom 工 found somewhat dry，I made the acquaintanoe 
of Herr Vesque von Piittlingen，who，as the composer of & 
most insignifcant opera (yoamn of 4re)，which had been per- 
formed in Dresden，had with cautious good taste adopted only 
the last two syllables of Beethoven's name 一 克 ovem One day 
we were at higs house to dinner，and 工 hben recognised in him a 
former confdqential o 值 cial of Prince Metternich，who now，with 
his ribbon of black，red，and gold，followed the current of the 
age，apparently quite convinced. 工 made another interesting 
acquaintance in the person of Herr von 上 onton，the 了 usslian 
state councillor，and_ attach6 at the Russian 琶 mbassy in 
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Vienna。 工 frequently met this man，both at ischhof's house 
and on excursions into the surrounding country; and it wa8 
interesting to me for the first time to run up against 8 Ian 
who cou]ld so strongly profess his faith in the pessimistice stand- 
point that & consistent despotism guarantees the only order 
of things which can be tolerated， Not without interest and 
certainly not without intelligence 一 for he boasted of having 
been educated at the most enlightened schools in Switzerland 
一 he listened to my enthusiastie narration of the art ideal 
which I had in my mind，and which was destined to exercise 
8 great and decided infuence upon the human race， As he 
had to allow that the realisation of this ideal could not be 
effected through the strength of despotigm，and as he was Unable 
to foresee any rewards for my exertions，by the time we came 
to the champagne he thawed to such a degree of affable good- 
nature 88 to wish me every success。 工 learned later on that this 
man，of whose talent and energetic character 工 had at the time 
no small opinion， was last heard of as being in great distress。 
Now, as 工 never Undertook anything whatever without some 
serious object in view, 工 bad made up my mind to avail myself 
of tbhis visit to Vienna, in order to try in some practical manmner 
to promote my ideas for the.reform of the theatre。 Vienna 
seemed to me specialy suitable for this purpose, as at that time 
it had frve theatres，8al] totally diferent in character，which 
were dragging on 8 miserable existence。 工 quickly worked out 
8a plan，according to which these various theatres might be 
formed into a sort of co-operative organisation，and Placed 
under one administration composed not only of active Iembers， 
but also of all those having any literary connection with the 
theatre。 With a view to submitting my plan to them， 工 then 
made inquiries about persons with such capacities 88 8eemed 
most jikely to answer Imy requirements。 Besides Herr Eried- 
rich Uhl, whom I 工 had got to know at the very beginning through 
Fischer，and who did me very good service， 工 was told of a 
Herr Franck (the same， 工 presgume，who later on published a 
big epie work calledq Tazxwjiiser)，and a Dr Pacher，an agent 
of Meyerbeer's，and a pettifogger of whose aecquaintance later 
on 工 was to have no reason to be proud。 IIhe most sympathetic, 
and_ certainly the most important，of those chosen by me for 
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the conference meeting at Fischhof's house，was undoubtedly 
Dr Becher，a passionate and exceedingly cultivated man. 
再 e was the only one present who seriously followed the read- 
ing of my plan，although，of course，he by no means agreed 
with everything. 工 observed in him a certain wildness and 
vehemence，the impression of which returned to me very 
vividly some months later，when 工 heard of his being shot 
88 8 Tebel who had participated in the October Insurrection at 
Vienna。 or the present，then， 工 had to satisfy myself with 
having read the plan of my theatre reform to a few attentive 
listeners。 All seemed to be convinced that the time was not 
opportune for pnutting forward such peaceable schemes of 
reform.。 On the other hand，Uhl thought it right to give me 
an idea of what was at present all the rage in Vienna, by taking 
me one eyening to 8 political club of the most advanced tend- 
encies。 There I heard a speech by Herr Sigigsmund Englander， 
who shortly afterwards attracted much attention in the political 
monthljy papers;j the unblushing audacity with which he and 
others expressed themselves that evening with regard to the 
most dreaded persons in publie power astounded me almoast 
8a5 much 8a8 the poverty of the political views expressed on that 
Ooccaslion。 了 7 way of contrast 工 received a very nice impression 
of 了 err Grillparzer，the poet，whose name Was8 like a fable to 
me 8880clated as it was, from my earliest days, with hise 4jmjfrax. 
工 approached him also with respect to the matter of my thbeatre 
reform. 了 He seemed quite disposed to listen in a friendqly 
Ianner to what 工 bad to say to him; he did not，however， 
attempt to conoeal his surprise at my direct appeals and the 
personal demands 工 made of him。 He was thbhe first playwright 
工 had ever seen in an o 竺 cial uniform.。 

After 工 had paid an unsuccessful visit to Herr Bauernfeld, re- 
lative to the same business, 工 concluded that Vienna was of no 
Imore Use for the present，and gave myself up to the excep- 
tionally stimulating impressions produced by the publie life ct 
the motley crowd，which of late had undergone such marked 
changes， If the student band，which was always represented 
ip great numbers in the streete，had already amused me with 
the extraordinary constancy with which ite members sporte'1 
the German colours， 工 was very highly diverted by the effect 
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produced when at the theatres 工 sawW even the ices served by 
attendants in the black，red，and gold of Austria。 At the 
玉 arl Theatre， in the Leopold quarter of the town, 工 saw 8 DeW 
farce，by Nestroy，which actually introduced the character of 
了 Prince Metternich, and in which this statesman，on being asked 
whether he had poisoned the Duke of Reichstadt，had to make 
his escape behind the wings 8s an Unmasked sinner.。 On 
the whole，the appearance of this imperial city 一 usually so 
fond of pleasure 一 impressed one with a feeling of youthful and 
powerful confdence。 And this impression was revived in me 
when 工 beard of the energetic participation of the youthful 
members of the population，during those fateful October days， 
in the defence of Vienna against the troops of Prince Windisch- 
gratz. 

On the homeward journey Itouched at Prague，where 工 
found my old friend 了 及 ittl (who had grown very much more 
corpulent) still in the most terrible fright about the riotous 
events which had taken Place there.， He seemed to be of 
opinion that the revolt of the Tschech party against the Austrian 
Government was directed at him personally，and be thought 
fit to reproach himself with the terrible agitation of the time， 
which he believed he had specially infamed by his composition 
of my operatic text of Die Hz7razzosem 007 N1220，out of which a 
kind of revolutionary air seemed to have become very popular. 
To my great pleasure，on my homeward journey 工 had the 
company of 互 inel the sculptor，whom 工 met on the steamer. 
There travelled with us also a Count Albert Nostitz，with whom 
he had just settled up his business concerning the statue of 
the 卫 mperor Charles IV.，and he was in the gayest mood, as the 
extremely insecure state of Austrian paper money had led to his 
being paid at a great profit to himself， in silver coin in accord- 
ance with his agreement.。 工 Was very pleased to fnd that， 
thanks to thls circumstance，he was in such a confdent mood， 
and 80 free from prejudice，that on arriving at Dresden he 
accompanied me the whole way 一 a very long distance 一 from 
the ljanding-stage at which we had left the steamer to my house， 
in an open carriage; and this despite the fact that he very well 
knew that，only a few weeks before， 工 had caused a realy 
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As far as the publie were concerned，the storm seemed quite 
to have died down，and 工 was able to resume my Usual occu- 
pations and mode of life without any further trouble。 工 am 
SOTY to 88y， however， that my old worries and anxieties 
started afresh; 工 stood in great need of money,， and had not the 
vaguest notion whither to go in search of it。 工 then examined 
Very thoroughbjy the answer 工 had received during the preceding 
winter to my petition for a higher salary。 工 had left it unread， 
88 the modifcationgs made in it had already disgusted me。 开 
工 had till now believed that it was Herr von Liittichau who 
had brought about the increase of salary 工 bad demanded，in 
the shape of a supplement which 工 was to receive annually 一 
in itself a humijliating thing 一 工 now 8aw to my horror that all 
the time there had been no mention save of one single supple- 
ment，and that there was nothing to show that this shouldq be 
repeated annually. On learning this, 工 saw that 工 should now 
be at the hopeless disadvantage of coming too late with a 
Temonstrance if 工 should attempt to make one;j 80 there wW88 
nothing left for me but to submit to an insult which，under 
the circumstances， wa88 quite Unprecedented.， My feelings 
towards Herr von Liitticehau，which shortly before had been 
Tather warm owing to his supposed kind attitude towards me 
during the last disturbance，now underwent 8 serious change， 
and 工 soon had a new reason (actually connected with the above- 
mentioned affair) for altering my favourable opinion of him， 
and for turning fnally against him for good and all， He had 
informed me bat the members of the Imperial Orchestra had 
sent him aa deputation demanding my instant dismissal， as 
they thought that it affected their honour to be any longer 
Under 8 conductor who had compromised himself politically to 
the extent which 工 had. 瑟 e also informed me that he had 
not only reprimanded them very severely，but that he had also 
been at great pains to pacify them concerning me. Al this， 
which Liittichau had put in a highly favourable light， had 
latterly made me feel very friendly towards him.。 IThen，how- 
ever，88 the result of inquiries into the matter，I heardq accei- 
dentally through members of the orchestra that the facts of the 
case Were almost exaetly the reverse. What had happened 
was this, that the members of the Imperial Orchestra had been 
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approached on 8 sides by the o 全 cials of the court，and had 
been not only earnestljy requested to do what Liitticehau had 
declared they had done of their own accord，but also threatened 
with the displeasure of the ing, and of incurring the strongest 
8Uspicion if they refused to comply。 JIn order to protect them- 
selves against this intrigue，and to avoid all evil consequences 
should they ?yot take the required step, the musicians had turned 
to their principal，and had sent him a deputation，through 
which they declared thbhat，as a corporation of artists，they did 
not in the least feel caljled upon to mix themselves up in 8& 
matter that did not concern them. Ihus the halo with which 
my former attachment to Herr von Liittichau had surrounded 
him at last dieappeared for good and al，and it was chiefy 
my 8hame at having been so very much upset by his false con- 
duct that now inspired me for ever with such bitter feelings 
for this man。 What determined this feeling even more than 
the insults 工 had suffered，was the recognition of the fact thbat 
工 was now utterly incapable of ever being able to enlist his 
infuence in the cause of theatrical reform， which was 
80 dear to me。 It was natural that 工 should learn to attach 
ever less and less importance to the mere retention of the post 
of orchestral conductor on 80 extraordinarily inadequate and 
reduced a salary; and in keeping to this o 鱼 ce, 工 merely bowed 
to what was an inevitable though purely accidental circum- 
stance of 8& wretched fate。 工 did nothing to make the post 
more intolerable，but，at the same time， 工 moved not a fnger 
to ensure its permanence。 

The very next thing 工 must do was to attempt to establlish 
my hopes of a larger income, so sadly doomed hitherto，upon 8 
Very much sounder basis。 JIn this respect it occurred to me 
that 工 might consult my friend Liszt，and beg him to suggest & 
remedy for my grievous position。 And lo and behold，shortly 
after those fateful Mareh days，and not long before the com- 
pletion of my 了 openg7?7 8core，to my very great delight and 
astonishment，the very man 工 wanted walked into my room. 
He had come from Vienna，where he had lived through the 
“Barricade Days,” and he was going on to Weimar，where he 
intended to settle permanentiy.。 We spent an evening together 
at Schumann”s, had a little music, and fnally began a discussion 
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on Mendelssohn and Meyerbeer, in whiceh Liszt and Schumann 
diftered so fundamentally that the jlatter，completely losing 
his temper，retired in 8 fury to his bedroom for quite a long 
time， Ihis incident did indeed place us in a somewhat awk- 
ward position towards our host，but it furnished us with 
8 most 8musing toplie of conversation on the way home。 工 
have seldom seen Liszt so extravagantly cheerful as on that 
night，when，in spite of the cold and the fact that he was clad 
only in ordinary evening-dress，he accompanied first the music 
director Schubert，and then myself，to our respective homes. 
Subsequently 工 took advantage of a few days” holiday in 
August to make an excursion to Weimar，where 工 found Liszt 
permanently installed and，as is well known，enjoying a life 
of most intimate intereourse with the Grand Duke。 玉 ven 
though he was unable to help me in my affairs，except by giving 
me 8 recommendation which finally proved useless, his reception 
of me on this short visit was 80 hearty and so exceedingly 
stimulating, tbat it left me profoundly cheered and encouraged. 
On returning to Dresden 工 tried as far as possible to curtail 
Imy expenses and to live within my means; 8nd，8as every 
means of asslstance failed me， 工 resorted to the expedient of 
sending out & circular letter addressed jointly to my remaining 
creditors，all of whom were really friends; and in this Itold 
them frankly of my situation，and enjoined them to relinquish 
their demands for an indeftinite time, till my a 人 falirs took a turn 
for the better，as without this 工 should certainly never be in 
8 position to satisfy them.。 By this means they would，at all 
events，be in & position to oppose my general manager，whom 
工 bad every reason to suspect of evil designs，and who would 
have been only too glad to seize any signs of hostility towarqs 
me，on the part of my creditors，8a8 8 pretext for taking the 
worst steps against me。 工 he assurance 工 required was given 
me Unhesitatingly; my friend Pusinelli，and Frau 及 lepper- 
bein (an old friend of my mother's)，even going so far as to 
decjare that they were prepared to give up all claim to the 
Ioney they had lent me Thus，in some measure Teassured， 
and with my position relative to Liittichau so far improved 
that 工 could consult my own wishes as to whether and when 
工 should give up my post entirely,， 工 now continued to fulfl my 
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duties as & conductor as patiently and conscientiously as 工 
Was able, while with great zeal I also resumed my studies，which. 
were carrying me ever further and further afield. 

Thus settled， 工 now began to watch the wonderful develop- 
ments in the fate of my friend Ribckel。 As every day brought 
fresh rumours of threatened reactionary cotVs d 6tat and similar 
violent outbreaks，which 了 6ckel tbhought it right to preventy 
he drew up an 8ppeal to the soldiers of the army of Saxony， 
in which he explained every detail of the cause for which he 
stood，and which he then had printed and distributed broad- 
cast 。 工 his8 was too fagrant a misdeed for the public prose- 
cutors : he was therefore immediately placed under arrest，and 
had to remain three days in g&8ol while an action for high 
treason Was lodged against him。 卫 e was only released when 
the solicitor Minkwitz stood bail for the requisite three thbousand 
marks (equal to 2150)。 工 his return home to his anxious wife 
and chijldren was celebrated by a jlittle publie festival，which 
the commajttee of the 『aterazds-Ferez had arranged in bis 
honour，and the jliberated man was greeted as the champion 
of the people's cause。 On the other hand，however， the general 
management of the court theatre，who had before suspended 
him temporarily，now gave him his fnal dismissal. 卫 ickel 
let a full beard grow，and began the publication of a popular 
journal caled the Folksblctt, of which he was sole editor。 He 
must have counted on its success to compensate him for the 
loss of his salary 8s musical director，for he at once hired 
an 0 位 ce in the Briidergasse for his undertaking。 This paper 
succeeded in attracting the attention of a great many people 
to lts editor，and showed up his talents in quite aa new light. 
了 e never got involved in his style or indulged in any elaboration 
of words，but confined himself to matters of immediate im- 
portance and general interestj it was only after having dis- 
cussed them in a calm and sober fashion，that he led up from 
them to further deducetions of still greater interest connected 
with them。 工 he individual articles were short，and never 
contained anything superfuous，in addqition to which they 
Were 8s0 clearly written，that they made an instructive and 
convincing appeal to the most uneducated mind. By always 
going to the root of things，instead of indulging in circum- 
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locutions which，in politics，have caused such great confusion 
in the minds of the uneducated masses，he soon had a large 
circle of readers，both among cultivated and unceultivated 
people。 Ihe only drawback was that the price of the little 
weekly paper was too smajll to yield him a corresponding profit 
Moreover，it was necessary to warn him that 过 the reactionary 
party shoujd ever come into power again，it could never 
possibly forgive him for thie newspaper。 也 is younger brother， 
卫 dqward, who was paying a vlsit at the time in Dresden, declared 
himself willing to accept 8& post as pianoteacher in 了 ngland， 
which，though most uncongenial to him，would be lucrative 
and place him in a position to help 了 bckel's family，if，as 
seemed probable, he met his reward in prison or on the gallows. 
Owing to his connection with various societies，his time Was so0 
much taken up thbat my intercourse with him was limited to 
walks，which became more and more rare。 On these occasiong 
I_ often got lost in the most wildly speculative and profound 
discussions，while this wonderfully exciteable man always re- 
mained calmly reflective and clear-headed. First and fore- 
most，he had planned a drastic social reform of the middle 
classes 一 88 at present constituted 一 by aiming at 8 complete 
8&lteration of the basis of their condition。 也 e constructed a 
totally new moral order of things，founded on the teaching of 
Proudhon and other socialists regarding the annihilation of 
thbe power of capital，by immediately productive labour，dis- 
pensing with the middeman.。 Little by jittle he converted 
me，by most seductive arguments,， to bis own views, to such an 
extent that 工 began to rebuild my hopes for the realisation 
of my ideal in art upon them.。 TIhus there were two questions 
which concerned me very nearly: he wished to abolish matri- 
mony, in the usual acceptation of the word, altogether。 工 there- 
Upon asked him what he thought the result would be of 
promiscuous intercourse with women of a doubtful character. 
With amiable indignation he gave me to understand tbhat we 
could have no idea about the purity of morals in general, and of 
the relations of the sexes in partiecular, so long as we were Unable 
to free people completely from the yoke of the trades，guilds， 
and similar coerclve institutions。 He asked me to consider 
what the onl]y motive would be which would induce a woman 
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to surrender herself to a man，when not on]y the considerations 
of money，fortune，position，and family prejudices，but also 
the various infhuences necessarily arising from these，had 
disappeared.， When II，in my tarn，asked him whence he 
would obtain person8s of great intellect and of artistic ability， 
过 everybody were to be merged in thbe working classee，he met 
my objection by replying，that owing to the very faet that 
eyerybody would participate in the necessary labour according 
to his strength and capacity，work would cease to be a burden， 
and would become simply an occupation which would fnally 
as8sume an entirely &rtistie character。 He demonstrated this 
on the principle that，88 had already been proved，a field， 
Worked laboriously by a single peasant，was infinitely jless 


productive than when cultivated by several persons in 8a 


scientife way。 These and similar suggestions，which R5ckel 
communicated to me with a really delightful enthusiasm，led 
me to further reflections，and gave birth to new Plans upon 
Which, to my mind，a possible organisation of the human raoe， 
which would correspond to my highest ideals in art could alone 
be based.。 JIn reference to this， 工 immediately turned my 
thoughts to what was.'close at handy and directed my attention 
to the theatre。 The motive for this came not only from my 
own feelings， but also from external circumstances。 In accord- 
ance With the latest democratic suffrage laws, a general election 
seemed imminent in Saxony; the election of extreme radicals， 
whlich had now taken Place nearly everywhere else，showed us 
that 这 the movement lasted，there would be the moest extra- 
ordinary changes even in thbe administration of the revenue. 
Apparently a general resolution had been passed to subject 
the Civil List to a strict revislon; 8a]] that was deemed super- 
fuous in the royal household was to be done away with; the 
theatre,， 88 an Unnecessary place of entertainment for a depraved 
portion of the publieo，was tbreatened with the withdrawal of 
the subsidy granted it from the Civil List。 工 now resolved， 
in view of the importance which I attached to the theatre，to 
suggest to the ministers that they should inform the members 
of parliament，that if the theatre in its present condition were 
not worth any sa8crifice from the state，it would sink to stil 
more doubtfu] tendencies 一 and might even become dangerous 
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to publie morals 一 过 deprived of that state control which had 
for its aim the ideal，and，at hbe same time，felt itself cajed 
upon to place cujlture and education Under ites beneficial pro- 
tection。 It was of the highest importance to me to secure an 
organisation of the theatre，which would make the carrying 
out lts loftiest ideals not only 8 possibility but also a certainty. 
Accordingly 工 drew up 8a project by which the same sum 8s 
that which was allotted from the Civil List for the support of 
a& court theatre should be employed for the foundation and 
Upkeep of a _ national theatre for the kingdom of Saxony。 In 
showing the practical nature of the well-planned particulars 
of my scheme， 工 deftmned them with such great precision，that 
工 felt assured my work would serve as 8 useful guide to the 
minlsters 88 to how they should put thisgs matter before parlia- 
ment.。 工 he point now Was to have 8a personal interview with 
one of the ministers，8nd it occurred to me tbat the best man 
to apply to in the matter would be 了 err von der Pfordten， 
thbe Minister of 了 ducation。 Although he already enjoyed the 
reputation of being a turncoat in politics，and was said to be 
struggling to efface the origin of his political promotion，which 
had taken place at a time of great agitation，the mere fact of 
his having formerly been 8 professor wa8s su 值 cient to make 
me 8uppose tbat he was a man with whom I 工 could diseuss thbe 
question that 工 had so much at heart， 工 learned, however, that 
the real art institutions of the kingdom，such，for instance，8g8 
the Academy of Fine Arte，to whose number 工 seo ardently 
desired to see the theatre added，belonged to the department 
of the Minister of the JInterior， Io this man 一 thbe worthy 
though not highly culjtivated or artistie 了 err Oberlinder 一 工 
submitted my plans，not，however，without having first made 
myself known to Herr von der Pfordten, in order, for the reasong 
above stated, to command my project to him。 TIphis man，who 
apparently w8as very busy, recelved me in 8 polite and reassuring 
manner; but higs whole bearing，indeed the very expression 
of his face，seemed to destroy al hopes 工 might ever have 
cherished of fnding in him that Understanding which 工 had 
expected。 Ihe minister Oberlinder，on the other hand，earned 
my confdence by the straightforward earnestness with which 
he promised a thorough inquiry into the matter. Unfortu- 
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nately，however，at the same time，he informed me with the 
most Simple frankness，that he could entertain but very little 
hope of getting the 及 ing's authorisation for any Unusual treat- 
ment of a question hitherto given over to routine。 It must 
be undqerstood that the relations of the 及 ing to his ministers 
were both strained and unconfdential，and that thlis was more 
especialy so in the case of Oberlinder，who never approached 
the monarch on any other business than that whlich the strictest 
diseharge of his current duties rendered indispensable. 了 e 
therefore thought it would be better 计 my plan could be 
brought forwardq, in the first place, by the Chamber of Deputies. 
As，in the event of the new Civil List being discussed， 工 was 
particularly anxlious to avolid the question of the continuation 
of the court theatre being treated in the lgnorant and short- 
sjghted radical fashion，which was to be feared above al], 工 
did not despair of making the acquaintance of some of the 
most infuential among the new Imembers of parliament. JIn 
this wise 工 found myself suddenly plunged into qulte & new 
andq strange world，and became acquainted with persons and 
opinions, the very existence of which until then 工 had not even 
suspected。 工 found it somewhat trying always to be obliged 
to meet these gentlemen at their beer and shrouded in the 
dense clouds of their tobacco smoke，and to have to discuss 
with them matters which，though very dear to me，must have 
seemed 8& jittle fantastie to their mind， After a certain 于 err 
von Triitschler，a very handsome，energetic man，whose serious- 
ness Was8 almost gloomy，had listened to me calmly for some 
time，and had told me that he no ljonger knew anything about 
the state，but only about socliety，and that the latter would 
know，without either his or my aid, how it should act in regard 
to art and to the theatre， 工 was fjed with such extraordinary 
feelings，haljf mingled with shame， that there and then 工 gave 
up，not only all my exertions，but al my hopes as well The 
only reminder 工 ever bad of the whole affalir came some while 
after when，on meeting Herr von Liittichau,， 工 quickly gathered 
from his attitude to me tbat he had got wind of the episode, and 
that it only inspired him with fresh hostility towards me. 
During my waljks，which 工 now took absolutely alone， 工 
thought ever more deeply 一 and much to the relief of my mind 
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一 Over Iy ideas concerning that state of human society for 
which the boldest hopes and efforts of the socialistes and com- 
munists，then busily engaged in constructing their sysgtem， 
offered me but the roughest foundation。 These efforts could 
begin to have some meaning and value for me only when they 
had attained to thbat political revolution and_ reconstruction 
whbich they aimed at; for it was only then that I， in my turn， 
could start my reforms in art. 

At the same time my thoughte were busy withb aa drama， 
in which the 卫 mperor 下 rederick I. (surnamed “了 Barbarossa ”) 
was to be the hero. In it the model ruler was portrayed in 
aa manner Which lent him the greatest and most powerful 
significance。 了 is dignified resignation at the impossibility of 
making his ideals prevail was intended not only to present a 
true transcript of the arbitrary multifariousness of the things 
of this world，but also to arouse 8ympathy for the hero， 工 
wished to carry out this drama in popular rhyme，and in the 
style of the German used by our epic poets of the Middle Ages， 
and in this respect the poem 4/ezarder, by the priest 工 ambert， 
struck me 88 8 good example; but 工 never got further with this 
play than to sketeh its outline in the broadest manner possible. 
The five acts were planned in the following manner: Act 1L 
Imperial Diet in the Roncaglian fields，a demonstration of the 
signifcance of imperial power which should extend even to the 
investiture of water and air; Act ii. the siege and capture of 
Milan; Act il。revolt of Henry the Lion and his overthrow 
at Ligano;j Aet lv. Imperial Diet in Augsburg, the humiliation 
and punishment of Henry the Lion; Aet v。Imperial Diet and 
grand court assembly at Mainz;i peace with the Lombards, 
reconciliation with the Pope，acceptance of the Cross，and thbe 
departure for the 了 ast， 工 ljost all interest however，in the 
carrying out of this dramatie scheme directly 工 discovered ilts 
resemhblance to the subject-matter of the Nibelungen and Sieg- 
fried myths，which possessed a more powerfu] attractioh for me. 
The points of similarity which 工 recognised between the history 
and the legend in question then Induced me to write 8 treatise 
on the subject; and in this 工 was assisted by some stimulating 
monographs (found in the royal library)，written by authors 
whose names have DowW escaped my memory，but which taught 
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me in 8 very attractive manner 8 considerable amount about the 
old original kingdom of Germany。 Later on 工 published this 
fairly extensive essay with the title of Dre Nabel1unigen， but im 
working it out 工 fnaly lost all inclination to elaborate the 
historical material for a real drama. 

In direct connection with this 工 began to sketeh a clear 
sUmmary of the form which the old original Nibelungen myth 
had assumed in my mind in its immediate assocliation withb the 
mythological legend of the gods 一 8 form which，though full 
of detail，was yet much condensed in its leading features. 
Thanks to this work,， 工 was able to convert the chief part of tbe 
material itself into a musical drama。 It w88 on]y by degrees， 
however，and after long hesitation that 工 dared to enter more 
deeply into my plans for this work;i for the thought of the 
pracetical realisation of such a work on our stage literaly 
appalledq me。 工 must confess that it required all the despair 
which I then felt of ever having the chance of doing anything 
more for our theatre，to 钾 ve me the necessary courage to 
begin upon this new work. Until that time 工 simply allowed 
myself to drift，while 工 meditated listlessly upon the possibility 
of things pursuing their course further under the existing cir- 
cumstances。 JIn regard to Zohpengrz 工 had got to that point 
when 工 hoped for nothing more tbhan the best possible production 
of it at the Dresden theatre，and felt that 工 shoujd have to be 
satisfed in all respects, and for all time, 让 工 were able to acehieve 
even that， 工 had duly announced the completion of the score to 
Herr von Liittiehau ; but，in conslideration of the unfavourable 
nature of my circumstances at the time， 工 had left it entirely 
to him to declide when my work should be produced. 

Meanwhile the time arrived when the keeper of the Archives 
of the Royal Orchestra called to mind that it was just three 
hundredq years since thbis royal institution had been founded， 
and that 8a jubilee would therefore have to be celebratedq。 To 
this end a great concert festival was planned，the programme 
of which was to be made up of the compositions of all the Saxon 
orchestral conductors that had lived since the institution had 
been founded.。 Ihe whole body of musicians，with both their 
conduetors at their heaq，were first to present their grateful 
homage to the 人 ing in Pillnitz; and on this occasion a musician 
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Was, for the first time, to be elevated to the rank of Knight of 
the Civll Order of Merit of Saxony。， This musician was Imy 
colleague Reissiger， Until then he had been treated by the 
court, and by the manager himself，in the most scornful manmner 
possible，but had，owing to his conspicuous jloyalty at this 
critical time，especially to me，found exceptional favour in 
the eyes of our committees。 When he appeared before the 
publie decorated with the wonderful order，he was greeted 
with great ]ubilation by the loyal audience that flled the theatre 
on the evening of the festival concert。 了 His overture to 了 了 eva 
Was also received with a perfect uproar of enthusiastic applause， 
such 8 had never fallen to his lot; whereas the fnale of 
thbe first act from Zonengr2，which was produced as the work 
of the youngest conductor，w8as accorded only an indifferent 
Teception。 This was all the more strange as 工 was quite un- 
8ccustomed to such coolness in regard to my work on tbhe part 
of the Dresden public。 Following upon the concert，thbere Was 
8a festive supper, and when thbls was over, as 8]] kinds of speeches 
were being made, 工 freely proclaimed to the orchestra, in a loud 
and decided tone, my views as to what was desirable for their 
perfection in the future。 Hereupon Marschner,， who, as 8 former 
muslcal conductor in Dresden，had been invited to the jubilee 
celebrations，expressed the opinion that 工 should do myself a 
great deal of harm by holdqing too good an opinion of the 
mmusicians。 He said 工 ought just to consider how uneultivated 
these people were with whom 工 had to deal ; he pointed out that 
they were trained simply for the one linstrument they played ; 
and asked me whether 工 did not think bat by diseoursing to 
them on the aspirations of art 工 would produce not only con- 
fusion，but even perhaps bad blood 8 下 ar more pleasant to 
me than these festivities ls the remembrance of the quiet 
memorial ceremony Which united us on the morning of the 
Jubilee Day，with the object of placing wreaths on Weber's 
grave。 As nobody could fnd a word to nutter，8and even 
Marschner was able to give expresslon on]ly to the very driest 
and most trivial of speeches about the departed master， 工 felt 
it incumbent upon me to say 8a few heartfelt words concerning 
the memorial ceremony for which we were gathered together. 
This brief spell of artistic activity was speedily broken by 
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fresh excitements，which kept pouring in upon us from the 
political world. The events of Ooetober in Vienna awakened 
our liveliest sympathby，and our walls daily blazed with red 
and black placards，with summonses to march on Vienna，with 
the ceurse of “Red Monarehy,” as opposed to the hated“ 了 Red 
Republic， and with other equaly startling matter. 了 xcept 
for those who were best informed as to the course of events 一 
and who certainly did not swarm in ouUr streets 一 hese occur- 
rences aroused great Uneasiness eVerywWhere. With the entry 
of Windischgritz into Vienna，the acquittal of Frobel and the 
execution of Blum，it seemed as though even Dresden were 
on tbhe eve of an explosion。 A vast demonstration of mourning 
wa8 Organised for Blum，with an endless procession through 
the streets。 At the head marched thbe ministry，among whom 
the people were particularly glad to see Herr von derz Pfordten 
taking a 8ympathetic share in the ceremony，83s he had already 
become an object of suspicion to them.。 rom that day 
gloomy forebodings of disaster grew ever Imore prevalent on 
every 8ide。 了 People even went so far as to say，with little 
attempt at circumjlocution，that the execution of Blum had 
been an act of friendship on the part of the Archduchess Sophia 
to her sister, thbe Queen of Saxony, for during his agitation in 
Leipzig the man had made himself both hated and feared. 
TIroops of Viennese fugitives， disguised as members of the stu- 
dent bands，began to arrive in Dresden, and made a formidable 
addition to its population，which from this time forth paraded 
the streets with ever-increasing confdqence。 One day，8as 工 
Was on my Way to the theatre to conduct 8 performance of 
及 :ezt，the choir-master informed me that several foreign 
gentlemen had been asking for me。 Thereupon half a dozen 
persons presented themselves，greeted me 8a8 a brother democrat， 
and begged me to procure them free entrance tickets。 Among 
them 工 recognised a former dabbler in literature，&8 man named 
也 afner，& littje hunchback，in a Calabrian hat cocked at & 
terrife angle，to whom 工 had been introduced by Uhl on the 
occasion of my visit to the Vienna political club. Great as 
was my embarrassment at this visit，which evidently astonished 
our musicians， 工 tfelt in no wise compelled to make any com- 
promising admission，but quietly went to the booking-o 佳 ce， 
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took six tickets and handed them to my strange visitors，who 
parted from me before all the world with much hearty shaking 
of hands。 Whether this evening call improved my position as 
musical conductor in Dresden in the minds of the theatrical 
0 笛 cials and others, may well be doubted ; but, at all events，on 
noO Ooccaslon 88 工 8o frantically called for after every act as at 
this particular performance of 瓦 zemzt。 

JIndeed，at this time 工 seemed to have won over to my side a 
party of almost passionate adherents among the theatre-going 
publie，in opposition to the elique which had shown such 
Iarked coldness on the occasion of the gala concert already 
mentioned。 It mattered not whether Z az]iitLsey OF 忆 ze7027 were 
being played,，I was always greeted with special applause; and 
although the political tendencies of this party may have given 
ouUr management 80me cause for alarm，yet it forced them to 
regard me with a _ certain amount of awe。 One day Liittichau 
Proposed to have my Zohengri performed at an early date. 
工 explained my reasons for not having offered it to bim before， 
but declared myself ready to further his wishes，as Iconsidered 
the opera company wa8 now suU 伍 ciently powerful 工 he son 
of my old friendq, 了. Heine, had just returned from Paris，where 
he had been sent by the Dresden management to study scene- 
painting Under the artists Desplkchin and Dieterle。 By way 
of testing his powers，with a view to an engagement at the 
Dresden Royal Theatre， the task of preparing suitable scenery 
for this opera was entrusted to him。 He had already asked 
permisslon to do this for Zojpengr at the instigation of 
Liittichau，who wished to call attention to my latest work. 
Lonsequently， when 工 gave my consent，young Heine's wish was 
granted. 

regarded this turn of events with no littlje satisfaction， 
bejieving that in the study of thie partieular work 工 should 
fnd a wholesome and effective diversion from all the excite- 
ment and confusion of recent events， My horror，therefore， 
was al]l the greater，when young Wilhelm Heine one day came 
to my room with the news that the scenery for Zopengr had 
been suddenly countermanded，and instructions given him to 
prepare for another opera。 工 did not make any remark，nor 
as8k the reason for this singular behaviour. he assurances 
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which Liittichau afterwards made to my wife 一 计 they were 
really true 一 made me regret having laid the chief blame for 
this mortifcation at his door，and having thereby irrevocably 
alienated my sympathy from him。 When she asked him about 
this many years jlater，he assured her that he had found the 
court vehemently hostile to me，8nd that hisg well-meant 
attempts to produce my work had met with insuperable 
obstacles. 

However that may have been，the bitterness 工 now experi- 
enced wrought 8a decisive effect upon my feelings。 Not only 
did I relinquish all hope of a reconciliation with the theatre 
authorities by a splendid production of my Zonemngqrt，but 工 
determined to turn my back for ever on the theatre，and to 
make no further attempt to meddle with its concerns。 By this 
act 工 expressed not mercly my utter indifference as to whether 
工 kept my position as musical conduetor or no，but my artistie 
ambitions also entirely cut me o 任 from 8l1 possibility of ever 
cujltivating modern theatrical conditlions again. 

工 at once proceeded to execute my long-cherished plans for 
Sizegfrieds 1od，which 工 hadq been half afraid of before.。 In 
this work I no longor gave 8 thought to the Dresden or any 
other court theatre in the world; my sole preoccupation was 
to Produce something that should free me，once and for al]， 
from this irrational subservience， As 工 eould get nothing 
more from Rickel in this connection， 工 now corresponded 
exclusively with 卫 duard Devrient on mattoers connecteq with 
the theatre and dramatice art， When，on the completion of 
my poem，T read it to him，he listened with amazement，and 
at once realijsed the faet that such a produetion would be an 
absolute drug in the modern theatrical market，and he natur- 
ay could not agree to let it remain s0。 On the other hand, he 
tried so far to reconcile himself to my work as to try and make 
it less startling and more adapted for actnal producetion。 He 
proved the sincerity of his intentions by pointing out my error in 
asking too much of the publie, and requiring it to supply from 
its Own knowledge many things necessary for 8a right under- 
standing of my subject-matter，at which I hadqd only hinted i 
brief and scattered sumggestions。 He showed me，for instance， 
that before Sioecfried and Brunhildqa are displayed in a positior 
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of bitter hostility towards each other，they ought first to have 
been presented in their true and calmer relationship. 工 bad， 
in fact，opened the poem of Sieojfrized's Tod with those scenes 
which now form the frst act of the CGOotterdazrnrer9LI。 
The details of Siegfried's relation to Brunhilda had been 
merely outlined to the listenersg in a lyricorepisodical dialogue 
between the hero's wife，whom he had left behind in solitude， 
and 8& crowd of Valkyries passing before her rock.、 To my 
great joy，Devrient's hint on this point directed my thoughts 
to hose scenes which 工 afterwards worked out in the prologue 
of this drama。 

TIhis and other matters of a similar nature brought me into 
intimate contact with 卫 duard Devrient，and made our inter- 
course Imuch more jlively and pleasant。 He often invited a 
Select circle of friends to attend dramatic readings at bis house 
in which 工 gladly took part，for 工 found, to my surprise, that 
his gift for decljamation，which quite forsook him on the stage， 
here stood out in strong relief. It was， moreover，8a consolation 
to pour into a sympathetic ear my worries about my growing 
Unpopuarity with the director. Devrient seemed particularly 
anXioUs to prevent 8 definite breach; but of this tbere was 
jittle hope。 With the approach of winter the court had re- 
turned to town，and once Imore frequented thbhe theatre，and 
various signsg of dissatisfaction in high quarters with my be- 
haviour as conductor began to be manifested.。 On one occasion 
the Queen thought that 工 had conducted Worma badljy，and on 
another thbat 工 bad taken the tiime wrongly” in 有 Roberl 礁 e 
Devt。 As Liittichau had to communicate these reprimands to 
me，it was natural that our intercourse at such times should 
hardqly be of a nature to restore our mutual satisfaction with 
each other. 

Notwithstanding all this，it still seemed possible to prevent 
matters from coming to a crisis，though everything continued 
in a state of agitating Uncertainty and fermentation。 At alj]l 
events the forces of reaction，which were holding themselves 
in readiness on every side，were not yet su 人 ciently certain tbat 
the hour of their triumph had come as not to consider it advis- 
able for the present，at least，to avold all provocation。 Conse- 
quently our management did not meddlje with the musicians 
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of the royal orchestra，who，in obedience to the spirit of the 
times，had formed a union for debate and the protection of 
their artistice andq ceivie interests。 JIn this matter one of our 
youngest musicians， Theodor Uhlig，had been particularly 
active。 He was 8 young man，still in hlis early twenties，and 
was &a violinist in the orchestra。 再 is face was strikingly mild， 
intelligent and noble，and he was conspicuous among his 
fellows on account of his great seriousness and his quiet but 
unusually firm character. 也 ee had particularly attracted my 
notice on several occasions by his quick insight and extensive 
knowledge of music。 As I recognised in him a spirit keenly alert 
in every direction，and unusually eager for culture，it was not 
long before I chose him as my companion in my regular walks 
一 8&habit Istill continued to cultivate 一 and on which Rapckel 
had hitherto accompanied me.。 He induced me to come to 
a meeting of this union of the orchestral company，in order 
that 工 might form an opinion about it and encourage and 
sUpport 80 praiseworthy a movement. On this occasion 工 
communicated to ite members the contente of my Imemoran- 
dum to the director，which hadq been rejected a year before， 
and in which 工 had made suggestions for reforms in the band， 
and 工 also exzplained further intentions and plans arising there- 
from。 At the same time 工 was obliged to confess that 工 bad 
lost all hope of carrying out any projects of the kind through 
the general management，and must therefore recommend them 
to take the initiative vigorously into their own hands. They 
acclaiimed the idea with enthusiastie approval. Although，as 
工 have said before，Liitticehau left these musicians Unrmolested 
in their more or less democratie union，yet he took care to be 
informed through spies of what took place at their highly 
treasonable gatherings. 了 His chief instrument was 8 bugler 
named Lewy，who，much to the disgust of all his comrades 
in thbe orchestra，was in particularly high favour with the 
director. 瑟 e consequently received precise，or rather exagger- 
ated，8accounts of my appearance there，and thought 让 was 
nowW high time to jet me once more feel the weight of his 
authority. 工 was 0 值 cially summoned to his presence，and 
had to listen to a long and wrathful tirade which he had been 
bottling up for some time about several matters。 I 工 also learned 
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that he knew all about the plan of theatre reform which 工 
had laid before the ministry. IThis knowledge he betrayed in 
& popular Dresden phrase，which until then II hadq never heard ; 
he knew very well，he said，that in a memorandum respecting 
the thbeatre 工 had “ made him look ridiculous ” (mm az dem Zadem 
gelegti)。 In answer to this 工 did not refrain from telling him 
how 工 intended to act in retaliation，and when he threatened 
to report me to the King and demand my dismissal，I calmly 
replied that he might do as he pleased，as 工 was well assured 
that I could rely on his Majesty's justice to hear，not only hig 
charges，but also my defence。 Moreover, 工 added, this was the 
only befitting manner for me to discuss with the 及 ing the many 
points on which Ihad to complain, not only in my own interests， 
but also in those of the theatre and of art.， This was not 
pleasant hearing for Liittichau, and he asked how it wa8 possible 
for him to try and co-operate with me， when 工 for my part had 
openly declared (to use his own expression ) that all ljabour was 
wasted upon him ( 瓦 opjfemn xd Maz Ver1orem seze60). We had 
at last to part with mutual shruggings of the shoulder.， My 
conduct seemed to trouble my former patron，and he therefore 
enlisted the tact and moderation of 卫 dquardq Devrient in his 
service， and asked him to use his infuence with me to facilitate 
some further arrangement between us。 But，in spite of all 
his zeal，Devrient had to admit with a smile，after we had 
discussed his message，that nothing much could be done; and 
8a8 工 persisted in Imy refusal to meet the director again in con- 
sultation respecting the service of the theatre，he had at last 
to recognise that his own wisdom would have to help him out 
of the di 伍 culty. 

Throughout the whole period during which 工 was fated to 
人 1 the post of conductor at Dresden，the effects of this disjike 
on the part of the court and the director continued to make 
themselves felt in everything. 工 he orchestral concerts，which 
had been organised by me in the previous winter，were this year 
placed under Reissiger;s control，and at once sank to the usual 
]evel of ordinary concerts。 了 Public interest quickly waned，and 
the undertaking could only with di 人 culty be kept alive。 JI 
opera 工 was Unable to carry out the proposed revival of the 
81pnegqgender 万 o71izder, for which 工 had found in Mitterwurzer 8 
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matuarer talent an admirable and promising exponent.。 My 
niece Johanna，whom 工 had destined for the part of Senta， 
did not 1like the role，because it offered jlittle opportunity 
for splendid costumes。 She preferred Zanpa and ayortta， 
partly to Please her new Protector，my erstwhijle 尺 zenzz en- 
thusiast，Tichatschek，partly for the sake of 奶 ree pb7z1lrzcztt 
Co08fa168 Which the management had to furnish for each of 
these partes。 JIn fact，these two ringleaders of the Dresden 
opera of that day had formed an alliance of rebellion against 
Imy vigorous rule in the matter of operatic repertoire。 Their 
opposition，to Iny great discomfture，was crowned by success 
When tbey secured the production of thbis Favomtta of Donizetti's， 
the arrangement of which 工 had once been obliged to undertake 
for Sehlesinger in Paris. 工 had at frst emnphatically refused 
to have anything to do with thig opera，although ites prineipal 
part suited my niece:8 volce admirably，even in her father's 
judgment. But now that they knew of my feud with the 
director，and of my voluntary loss of infiuence，and finally of 
my evident disgrace，they thought the opportunity Tripe for 
compelling me to conducet thbls tiresome work myself，8a8 让 
happened to be my taorm. 

Besides this, my chief occupation at the roya]l theatre during 
this period consisted ip condueting 上 lotow'8s opera Moriha， 
which，ajlthough it failed to attraet the public，was nevertheless 
produced with excessive frequency，owing to ites convenient 
cast On reviewing the results of my labours in Dresden 一 
where 工 had now been nearly seven years -一 工 could not help 
feeling humiliated when 工 considered the powerful and ener- 
getic impetus 工 knew 工 had given in many directions to the 
court theatre， and 工 found myself obliged to confess that，were 
工 now to leave Dresden， not the smallest trace of my infuence 
would remain behind. 下 rom various signs 工 also gathered 
that，if ever it should come to a trial before the 及 ing between 
the director and myself，even if his Majesty were in my favour， 
yet out of consideration for the courtier the verdict would go 
against me. 

Nevertheless，on Palm Sunday of the new year，1849， 工 
received ample amends。 JIn order to ensure ]iberal receipte, our 
orchestra had again decided to produce Beethoven's Ninth 
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Symphony. 卫 very one did his utmost to make this one of 
our finest performances，8&nd the publie took up the matter 
with real enthusiasm.。 Machael Bakunin, unknovwn to the police， 
had been present at the pubjlle rehearsal. At ite close he walked 
unhesitatingly up to me in the orchestra，and said in a loud 
voice，that if all the mmusie that had ever been written were 
lost in the expected worldq-wide confagration，we must pledge 
ouUrselves to rescue this symphony,，even at the peril of our lives. 
Not Imany weeks after this performance it really seemed 388 
tbhough this world-wide confagration would actually be kindled 
in the streets of Dresden，and that Bakunin,with whom 工 had 
meanwhile become Imore closely associated through strange 
and unusual circumstances，would undertake the o 什 ce of chief 
Stoker. 

It was long before this date thbat 工 frst made the acquaintance 
of this most Temarkable man. 下 or years 工 had come across 
his name in the newspapers，and always Under extraordinary 
circumstances。 He tarned up in 了 Paris at a Polish gather- 
ing, but although he was & 了 Russian, he declared that it mattered 
jlittle whether a man were 8 了 Russian or 8 Pole，so ljong as he 
wanted to be a free man and that thls was all that mattered. 
I heard afterwards，through George 了 erwegh，that he had 
renounced all his sources of income as a member of an infuential 
了 Russian family，and that one day，when his entire fortune 
consistedq of two francs，he had given them away to a beggar 
on the boulevard，because it was irksome to him to be bound 
by this possession to take any thought for the morrow。. 工 was 
informed of his presence in Dresden one day by Rickel，after 
the latter had become a rampant republican。 再 ee had taken 
the Russian into his house，and invited me to come and make 
his acquaintance。 Bakunin was at that time beling persecuted 
by the Austrian government for his share in the events which 
took place in Prague in the summer of 1848, and because he was 
a Imember of the Slav Congress which had preceded them. 
He had consequently sought refuge ip our city，8as he did not 
wish to settle too far from the Bohemian frontier.。 Ihe extra- 
ordinary sensation he had created in Prague arose from the fact 
that，when the Czechs sought the protection of Russia againast 
the dreaded Germanising poliey of Austria，he conjured them 
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to defend themselves with fire and sword against those ver7 
Russians,， and indeed against any other people who lived under 
the rule of a despotism like that of the Isarg。 工 his superficial 
acquaintance with Bakunin's aims had su 全 ced to change the 
purely national prejudices of the Germans against him into 
sympathy。 When 工 met him，therefore，under the humble 
shelter of 有 bekel's roof, 工 was immedqiately struck by his singular 
and altogether imposing personality. 了 e was in the full bjoom 
of manhood，anywhere between thirty and forty years of age. 
Everything about him was colossal， and he was full of a primi- 
tive exuberance and strength。 工 never gathered that he set 
much store by my acquaintance.。 JIndeed，he did not seem 
to_ care for merely intelectual men;i what he demanded was 
men of reckless energy. As 工 afterwards perceived，thbheory 
in this case had more weight with him than purely personal 
sentiment; and he talked much and expatiated freely on the 
matter。 五 i8 general mode of discussion Was the Socratic 
method，and he seemed quite at his ease when，stretehed on 
his host'8 hard sofa，he could argue diseursively with a crowd 
of ajl sorte of men on the problems of revolution. On these 
occasiong he invariably got the best of the argument， 工 wa8 
impossibjle to triumph against his opinions，stated as they were 
with the utmost conviction，andq overstepping in every direction 
even the extremest bounds of radicalism.。 So communicative 
Was he，thbat on the very first evening of our meeting he gave 
me ful detailg about the various stages of his development. 
He was 8 Russian o 什 cer of high birth，but smarting Under the 
yoke of the narrowest martial tyranny，he had been led by a 
study of 了 ousseau's writings to escape to Germany Under pre- 
tence of taking furlough。 In Berlin he had fung himself into 
the study of philosophy with al the zest of a barbarian newly 
&wakened to clvilisation。 了 egel's philosophy was the one which 
wa8 the rage at that moment，and he soon became such 83m 
expert in it，that he had been able to hurl that masters most 
famous disciples from the saddle of their own philosophy, in a 
thbesl8 couched ip terms of the strictest Hegelian dialectic. 
After he had got philosophy o 存 his chest，as he expressed it， 
he proceeded to Switzerland，where he preached commumnism， 
and thence wandered over France and Germany back to the 
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borderland of the 8Slav world，from whieh quarter he looked 
for the regeneration of humanity，because the Slaves had been 
less enervated by civilisation。 His hopes in bl18 respect were 
centred in the more strongly pronounced Slav type character- 
istie of tbhe Russian peasant class。 In the natural detestation 
of the 了 及 usslan serf for his cruel oppressor the nobleman，he 
believed he could trace 8a substratum of simple-minded brotherly 
love，and that instinct which jleads animals to hate the men 
who hunt them。 In support of this idea he cited the childish， 
almost demoniac delight of the 了 ussian people in fire, a quality 
on which Rostopschin caleulated in his strateglc burning of 
Moscow. He argued that al that Was necessary to set in 
motion 8 World-wide movement was to convince the 了 及 ussian 
peasant，in whom the natural goodness of oppressed human 
nature had preserved ite most childlike characteristicsg，that 
it ws perfectly right and well pleasing to God for them to burn 
their jlords”castles，with everything in and about them 工 he 
least thbat could result from such a movement would be the 
destruction of all those things which，rightly consldered，mnuast 
appear，even to 了 urope'e most philosophical thinkers，the real 
s0Urce of all the misery of the modern world. To set these 
destructive forces in action appeared to him the only object 
worthy of &a sensible man”'8 activity。 (了 ven while he was 
preaching these horrible doctrines，Bakunin，noticing thbat my 
eye8 troubled me，shielded them with hie outstretehed hand 
from the naked light for a full hour，in spite of my protesta- 
ttons.) 工 his annihilation of all civilisation was the goal upon 
which his heart was set. Meanwhile it amused him to utilise 
every lever of political agitation he could lay hands on for the 
advancement of this aim and in so doing he often found cause 
for 1ronical merriment。 In his retreat he received people be- 
]onging to every shade of revolutionary thought Nearest to 
him stood those of Slav nationality，because these，he tbhought， 
woud be the most convenient and effective weapons he could 
use in the Uprooting of 了 Russian despotism。 JIn spite of their 
republlc and their socialism 0 J& Proudhon，he thought nothing 
of the rench，and as for the Germans，he never mentioned 
them to me. jJDemocracy，republicanism，and anythbing else 
of the kind he regarded as Unworthy of serious consideration。 
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了 very objection raised by those who had the slightest wish to 
reconstruct what had been demolighed，he met with over- 
whelming eriticism。 工 well remember on one occasion that 8 
了 Pole，startled by his theories，maintained that there must be 
an organised state to guarantee the individual in the possession 
of the fields he had cultivated。“ What he answered; “would 
you carefully fence in your field to provide a livelihood for the 
police again!” This shut tbhe mouth of the terrified Pole。 He 
comforted himself by saying that the ereators of the new order 
of things would arise of themselves，but that our sole business 
in the meantime was to fnd the power to destroy。 Was any 
one of us 80 mad as to fancy that he would survive thbe desired 
destruction 9 We ought to imagine the whole of 了 Europe with 
St。 了 Petersburg， 了 Paris，and London transformed into a vast 
rubbish-heap。 How could we expect the kindlers of such a 
fre to retain any consciousness after 80 vast 8 devastation 4 
He used to puzzle any who professed their readiness for self- 
sacrifice by telling them it was not the so-called tyrants who 
were 80 obnoxious, but the smug Philistines。 As a type of these 
he pointed to a Protestant parson，and declared that he would 
not believe he had really reached the full stature of a man until 
he saw him commit his own parsonage，with his wife and child， 
to the fames. 

I was all the more perplexed for a while, in the face of such 
dreadful ideas, by the fact that Bakunin in other respects proved 
8 really amlablje and tender-hearted man。 也 e was fuly alive 
to my own anxiety and despair with regard to thbe risk 工 ran 
of forever destroying my ideals and hopes for the future of 
art。 It is true，he declined to recelive any further instruction 
concerning these artistie schemes，and would not even look 
at Im7 work on the Nibelungen saga. 工 had just tbhen been 
inspired by a study of the Gospels to conceive the plan of a 
tragedy for the ideal stage of the future，entitled vess of 
人 azxare 夫 、 Bakunin begged me to spare him any detailgs; and 
when 工 seought to win him over to my project by a few verbal 
hints，he wished me luck，but insisted that 工 must at all costs 
make yjJesus appear 88 8 Weak character。 As for the music 
of the piece, he advised me, amid all the variations，to use only 
one set of phrases, namely : for the tenor, Off with His head! ”; 
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for the soprano,“ Hang Him1!l'; and for the basso continuo， 
Firel frel” And yet I 工 felt more sympathetically drawn 
towards this prodigy of a man when 工 one day induced him to 
hear me play and sing the first sceneg of my Eeeqeyrader 
瑟 olirxder。 After listening with more attention thban most 
peopjle gave, he exclaimed，during a momentary pause,“ 工 hat is 
stupendously finel ”and wanted to hear more. 

As his ]ife of permanent concealment was very dull， 工 occa- 
8I0Ona]]y invited him to spend an evening with me。 了 or supper 
Imy wife set before him finely cut slices of sausage and meat 
whlich he at once devoured wholesale，instead of spreading 
them frugally on his bread in Saxon fashion。 Noticing Minna?s 
alarm at this， 工 was guilty of the weakness of telling him how 
We Were 8ccustomed to consume such viands，whereupon he 
Teassured me with a laugh，saying that it was quite enough， 
only he would like to eat what was set before him in his own 
way。 工 w88 similarly astonished at the manner in which he 
drank wine from our ordinary-sized small glasses。 As a matter 
of fact he detested wine，which only satisfied his craving for 
alcoholie stimulants in such paltry，prolonged，and subdivided 
doses;j whereas 8a sti 企 glass of brandy，swallowed at a& gujp， 
at once produced the same result，which，after all，was only 
temporarily attained。 Above all，he scorned the sentiment 
Which seeks to prolong enjoyment by moderation，arguing that 
a true man shouldq only strive to still the eravings of nature,， and 
tbat the only real pleasure in life worthy of a man Was love. 

工 hese and other similar little characteristics showed clearly 
that in tbhisg remarkable man the purest impulses of an ideal 
humanity conficted strangely with a savagery entirely inimiceal 
to al civilisation，8so that my feelings during my intercourse 
with him fuctuated between involuntary horror and irresistible 
attraction。 工 frequently called for him to share my lonely 
wanderings。 工 his he gladly did，mnot only for the sake of 
necessaTy bodily exerclse, but also because he could do so in this 
part of the world without fear of meeting his pursuers。 My 
attempts during ouI conversations to instruct him more fully 
regarding my artistie aims remained quite unavailing as ]ong 
8a8 We Were unable to qnuit the field of mere discussion. All 
these things seemed to him premature， He refused to admit 
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that out of the very needs of the evil present 8H laws for the 
future would have to be evolved, and hbat these, moreover, Imust 
be moulded upon quite different ldeas of social cujlture。 Seeing 
that he continued to urge destruction，and again destruction， 
I 工 had at last to inquire how my wonderful friend proposed to 
set this work of destruction in operation。 It then soon became 
clear, 88 工 bhad suspected it would, and as the event soon proved， 
that with thigs man of boundless activity everythbing rested 
upon the most impossible bypotheses.。 Doubtless 工 with my 
hopes of a future artistic remodelling of human society，ap- 
peared to him to be foating in the barren air;j yet it soon 
became obvious to me that his assumptions as to the unavoid- 
able demolition of all the institutions of culture were at leaast 
equally visionary。 My first idea was bat Bakunin was the 
centre of an international conspiracy; but his practical plans 
seem Originally to have been restricted to a project for revolu- 
tionising 了 Prague，where he relied merely on a union formed 
among & handful of students。 Believing that the time had 
now come to strike a blow，he prepared himself one evening 
to go there。 This proceeding was not free from danger，and 
he set o 企 under the protection of a passport made out for an 
English merchant 下 irst of al，however，with the view of 
adapting himself to the most Philistine culture，he had to sub- 
mat his huge beard and bushy hair to the tender mercies of the 
TaZzor and shears。 As no barber was avallable，Rickel had to 
Undertake the task. A small group of friends watched the 
operation，which had to be executed with a du]l razor，causing 
no little pain, under which none but the victim himself remained 
passive。 We bade farewell to Bakunin with the frm conviction 
that we should never see him again alive But in a week he 
was back once Imore，8s he had realised immeqiately what a 
distorted account he had received as to the state of things in 
Prague，where all he found ready for him was a mere handful 
of childish students。 These admissions made him the butt 
of 了 且 bekel's good-humoured cha 企 ，and after this he won the 
reputation among us of being a mere revolutionary，who wag 
content with theoretical conspiracy. Very similar to his 
expectations from the Prague studente were his presumptions 
with regard to the Russian people. These also afterwards 
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proved to be entirely groundless, and based merely on gratuitous 
assUumptions drawn from the supposed nature of things. 工 
consequently found myself driven to explain the Universal 
belief in the terrible dangerousness of this man by his thbeo- 
retical views，88 expressed here and elsewhere，and not as 
arising from any actual experience of hig practical activity-。 
But 工 was 8oon to become almost an eye-witness of the faect 
that his personal conduct was never for a moment swayed by 
prudence，such as one ja8 accustomed to meet in those whose 
theories are not seriously meant。 工 his was shortly to be proved 
in the momentous insurrection of May，1849. 

工 he winter of thbls year，up to the spring of 1849，passed in 
8 many-slided development of my position and temper，88 工 
have described them, that is to say, in 8 sort of dull agitation- 
My latest artistie occupation had been thbe five-act drama， 
Jestus of Nazare 级 ，just mentioned. Henceforth 工 jingered on 
in 8 gstate of brooding instability, full of expectation，yet with- 
out any definite wish。 工 felt fully convinced that my activity 
in Dresden，8as an artist bad come to an end，and 工 was only 
waiting for thbe pressure of circumstances to shake myself free。 
On the other hand, the whole political situation，both in Saxony 
and the rest of Germany，tended inevitably towards a catas- 
trophe。， Day by day this drew nearer，and 工 fattered myself 
into regarding my own personal fate a8 interwoven with this 
Universal Unrest 人 Now that the powers of reaction were every- 
where more and more openly bracing themselves for conflict， 
the final decisive struggle seemed indeed close at hand,， My 
feelings of partisanship were not sufpceiently passionate to make 
me desire to take any active share in these conflicts。 工 was 
merely consclious of an impulse to give myself up recklessly to 
the stream of events, no matter whither it might lead. 

Just at thls8 moment，however，8an entirely new infuence 
forced itself in a most strange fashion into my fortunes，and 
Was at first greeted by me With a smijle of scepticism。 Liszt 
wrote announcing an early production in Weimar of my Tarz- 
Aaaulser Under his own conductorship 一 the first that had taken 
place outside Dresden 一 and he added with great modesty that 
thigs was Ierely a fulfilment of his own personal desire。 TIn 
order to engure 8succes8 he had sent 8a special invitation to 
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Tichatschek to be his guest for the two frst performances. 
When the latter returned he said that the production had，on 
the whole，been a success，which surprised me very much，， 工 
Teceived a gold snuff-box from the Grand Duke as a keepsake， 
which 工 continued to use Until the year 1864. All this wasg newW 
8nd strange to me, and 工 was still inclined to regard this other- 
wise agreeablje occurrence 88 8& feeting eplsode，due to the 
frienqly feeling of a great artist。 “What does this mean for 
me 工 asked myself.， “了 as it come too early or too late?? 
But a very cordial letter from Liszt induced me to visit Welimar 
for a few days later on, for a third performance of Tazzyzjiitsey， 
which was to be carried out entirely by native talent with a 
view to the permanent addition of this opera to the repertoire. 
Eor this purpose 工 obtained leave of absence from my manage- 
ment for the second week ina May. 

Only a few days elapsed before the execution of this little 
plan; but they were destined to be momentous ones。 On the 
lst of May the Chambers were dissolved by the new Beuast 
ministry，which the 了 及 ing had charged with carrying out his 
proposed reactionary pollicy.。 TIhis event imposed upon .me 
the friendjy task of caring for Ripckel and his family， 互 itherto 
his poslition as 8 deputy had shielded him from the danger 
of criminal prosecution ; but as soon 88 the Chambers were 
dissolved tbls protectlon w88 withdrawn，and he had to escape 
by 伍 ght from being arrested again。 As I could do little to help 
him in thisgs matter， 工 promised at least to provide for the con- 
tinued publication of hisg popular Folsbratt，mainly because 
tbe proceeds from 名 18 would support his family. Scarcely 
was Rbckel safely across the Bohemian frontier，while 工 was 
still toiling at great inconvenience to myself in the printer's 
0 全 ce，in order to provide material for an issue of his paper， 
when the long-expected storm burst over Dresden。 了 mergency 
deputations，mnightly mob demonstrations，stormy meetings of 
”tbe various Unions， and all the other signs that precede a swift 
decislon in the streets，manifested themselves。 On the 3rd 
May the demeanour of the crowds moving in our thoroughfares 
plainly showed tbat this consummation would soon be reached， 
a8 Was Undoubtedly desired. 了 ach local deputation which 
petitioned for the recognition of the German constitution,， 
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which was the unlversal cry，w8a8 refused an audience by the 
government，and thls with a peremptoriness which at last be- 
came startling. 工 was present one afternoon at a committee 
meeting of the 了 akerards-Ferezt， although merely as 8a repre- 
sentative of Rockels Yolksbialt，for whose continuance，both 
from economic as well ag humane motives， 工 felt pledged. 
Here 工 was at once absorbed in watehing the conduct and 
demeanour of the men whom popular favour had raised to the 
leadership of such unions。 It was quite evident that events had 
passed beyond the control of these persons; more partieularly 
Were they utterly at & loss as to how to deal with that pecujiar 
terrorism exerted by the lower classes which is always so read7y 
to react upon the representatives of democratie theories。 On 
every slide 工 heard a medley of wild proposals and hesitating 
responses。 One of the chief subjects under debate was the 
nece8ssity of preparing for defence。 Arms, and how to procure 
them，were eagerly discussed，but all in the midst of great 
disorder; and when at jast they discovered that lt was time 
to break up，the only impression 工 received was one of the 
wildest confusion。 工 left the hall with a young painter named 
aufmann,， from whose hand 工 had previously seen 8a series of 
cartoons in the Dresden Art 卫 xhibition，illustrating “ 工 he 也 is- 
tory of the Mind.” One day 工 had seen the 及 ing of Saxony 
standing before one of these, representing the torture of a heretic 
under the Spanish Inquisition, and observed him turn away with 
& disapproving shake of the head from so abstruse 8 subject 
工 was on my Way home，deep in conversation with this man， 
whose pale face and troubled look betrayed that he foresaw 
the disaster bat was imminent，when，]ust as we reached the 
了 Postplatz，near the fountain erected from Sempers design, the 
clang of bells from the nelghbouring tower of St. Ann's Church 
suddenly sounded the tocsin of revolt. With a terrifeq cry， 
“Good God, it has begun1 ”my companion vanished from my 
slide 了 e wrote to me afterwards to say that he was living 
38 8 fugitive in Berne，but 工 never saw his face again。 

The clang of thls bell，so close at hand，made a profound 
impression upon me 8lso. 工 was 8 very sunny afternoon， and 
I at once noticed the same phenomenon whbich Goethe deseribes 
ip his attempt to depiet bis own sensationsg during the bom- 
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bardment of Valmy。 The whole square looked as though 二 
were illuminated by a dark yellow，almost brovwm，]ight such 
as I bad once before seen in Magdeburg during an eclipse of 
the sun。 My most pronounced sensation beyond this was one 
of great，almost extravagant，satisfaction. 工 felt a sudden 
strange longing to play with something hitherto regarded as 
dangerous and important.。 My first idea，suggested probably 
by the vicinity of the square，was to inquire at Tichatschek 8 
house for the gun whiceh，as an enthusiastie Sunday sportsmam， 
he was accustomed to use。 工 only found his wife at home，as 
he was away on 8 holidqay tour. Her evident terror as to what 
wa8 going to happen provoked me to uncontrollable laughter. 
I advised her to lodge her husband's gun in a Place of safety， 
by handing it to the committee of the 『ater1azds- Ferez in 
return for a receipt，as it might otherwise soon be requisitioned 
by the mob。 工 have since learned that my eccentrice behaviour 
on _ this occasion Was afterwards reckoned against me 88 8& 
serious crime。 工 then returned to thbe streets，to see whether 
anything beyond a ringing of bells and a yellowish eclipse of 
the sun Imjight be going on in the town。 工 first made my way 
to the Old Market-place，where 工 noticed a group of men 
”gatbered round a vociferous orator。 It was also an agreeable sur- 
prise to me to see 8Schrbder-Devrient descendqing at tbhe door of 
8 hotel. She had just arrived from Berlin，and was keenly 
exclted by the news which hadq reached her，that the populaoe 
had already been fired upon. As she had only recently seen 
8 abortive insurrection crushed by arms in Berlin，she was 
indignant to fnd the same things happening in her “peaceful 
Dresden,” as she termed 示 

When she turned to me from the stolid crowd，which had 
complacently been listening to her passionate outpourings，she 
seemed rejlieved at fnding some one to whom she could appeal 
to oppose these horrible proceedings with all his might.， 工 
met her on another occasion at the house of my old friend 
了 eine，where she had taken refuge. When she noticed my 
indifference she again adjured me to use every possible effort 
to prevent the senseless，suicidqal conflict。 工 heard afterwards 
that a charge of high treason on account of sedition had been 
brought against Sochrider-Devrient by reason of her conduet 
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in regard to this matter. She had to prove her innocence im 
a court of law，so as to establish beyond dispute her claim to 
the pension which she had been promised by contract for her 
many years” service in Dresden as an opera-sjmger. 

On the 3rd of May I betook myself direct to that quarter of 
the town where I heard unpleasant rumours of a sanguinary 
conflict having taken place。 工 afterwards learned that the 
actual cause of the dispute between the civil and military power 
had arisen when the watch had been changed in front of tbe 
Arsenal， At that moment the mob，under a bold leader，had 
seized the opportunity to take foreible possession of the 
armoury。 A display of military force was made，and thbe 
crowd was fred upon by a few cannon loaded with grape-shot 
As I approached the scene of operations through the Rampischbe 
Glasse，I met a company of the Dresden Communal Guards， 
who，ajlthough they were quite innocent，had apparently been 
exposed to this fire， 工 noticed that one of the citizen guards， 
leaning heavily on the arm of a comrade，was trying to hurry 
along， in spite of the fact that his right leg seemed to be drag- 
ging helplessly behind him. Some of the erowd，seeing thbe 
blood on the pavement behind him，shouted “He is bleeding. 
JIn the midst of this excitement 工 suddenly became conscious of 
the cry Trailsed on all sides: “To the barricadesl to the barri- 
cades1 ” Driven by a mechanical impulse Ifollowed the stream 
of people，which moved once more in the direction of the Town 
了 all in the Old Market-place。 Amid the terrific tumnult 工 par- 
tieularly noticed a significant group stretching right across tbe 
street and striding along the Rosmaringasse。 It reminded me， 
though the simile was rather exaggerated, of the crowd that had 
once stood at the doors of the theatre and demandqed free en- 
trance to 及 enz2 7， among them was 8 hunchback，who at once 
suggested Goethe es Vansen in 丈 Immnoxt, and as the revolutionary 
cTy7 rose about his ears， 工 saw him rub his hands together in 
great glee over the ljong-desired ecstasy of revolt which he had 
realised at last. 

I recollecet quite elearly that from that moment 工 was at- 
tracted by surprise and interest in the drama，without feeling 
anDy desire to join the ranks of the combatantes， 了 However，the 
agitation caused by my 8ympathy as a mere 8pectator increased 
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with every step Ifelt impelled to take。 工 was abje to Press 
right into the rooms of the town council， escaping notice in the 
tumultuous crowd，and it seemed to me 88 计 the of 人 clals were 
guilty of eollusion with the mob， 工 made my way Unobserved 
into the council-chamber; what 工 saw there was utter disorder 
and confusion。 When night fell I wandqered slow]y through 
the hastily made barricades，consisting chiefy of market stalle， 
back to my house in the distant riedrichstrasse，and mext 
morning I again watehed these amazing proceedings with sym- 
pathetie lnterest. 

On Thursday, 4th May, TI could see that the Town 也 al was 
gradually becoming the undoubted centre of the revolution. 
That section of the people who had hoped for a peaceful under- 
standing with the monarch was thrown into the utmost con- 
sternation by the news that the 及 ing and his whole court acting 
on the advice of his minister Beust, had left the palace, and had 
gone by ship down the 卫 lbe to the fortress of 久 inigstein。 In 
these circumstances the town council saw they were Do longer 
able to face the situation，and thereupon took part in summon- 
ing those members of the Saxon Chamber who were stil in 
Dresden. These latter now assembled in the Town Hall to de- 
cide what steps should be taken for the protection of the state. 
A deputation was sent to the ministry，but returned with the 
Teport that they were nowhere to be found， At the same moment 
news arTived from al sides thbat in accordance with a previous 
compact, the 及 ing of Prussla's troops would advance to occupy 
Dresden. A general outcery immediately arose for measures 
to be adopted to prevent this incursion of foreipgn troops. 

Simultaneously with this，came the intelligence of the na- 
tilonal uprising in Wiirtemberg，where the troops themselves had 
frustrated the intentions of the government by their declaration 
of fdelity to the parliament，and the ministry had been com- 
pelled against their will to acknowledge the Pan-German Con- 
stitution。 工 he opinion of our politicians，who were assembled 
in consultation，was that the matter might still be settled by 
peaceful means, 这 让 were possible to induce the Saxon troope 
to take up a similar attitude，as by this means the King would 
at least be placed under the wholesome necessity of offering 
patriotic resistance to the Prussian occupation of his country. 
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Erverything seemed to depend on making the Saxon battalions 
in Dresden understand the paramount importance of their 
action。 As this seemed to me the only hope of an honourable 
peace in this senseless chaos, I confess that， on this one occasglon， 
I did allow myself to be led astray 8so far as to organise 8a 
demonstration which,， however，proved futile. 

I induced the printer of 了 Rickels 了 oksbyatlt，which was for 
the moment at a standstill，to employ all the type he woujd 
have used for his next number，in printing in huge characters 
on strips of paper the words: Sezd Thr rat 293 gegem fremde 
Zrxuppenzyg (Are you on our side against the foreign troopsf? ). 
Placards bearing these words were fxed on those barricades 
which 让 was thought would be the first to be assaujted，and 
were intended to bring the Saxon troops to & halt 这 they were 
commanded to attack the revolutionaries.。 Of course Do one 
took any notice of these placards except intending informers. 
On that day nothing but confused negotiations and wild excite- 
ment took place which threw no light on the situation。 工 he 
Old Town of Dresden，with its barricades，was an interesting 
enough sight for the spectators.， 工 looked on with amazement 
sand disgust，but my attention was suddenly distracted by 
seejng Bakunin emerge from his hiding-place and wander 
among the barricades in aa black frockcoat. But 工 was very 
much Imistaken in thinking he woud be pleased with what he 
SMW; he recognised the chijdish ine 全 ciencey of all the measures 
that had been taken for defence，and decjared that the only 
satisfaction he couUld feel in thbe state of affairs was that he need 
not trouble about the police，but coud calm]ly consider the 
question of going elsewhere， as he found no inducement to take 
part in an insurrection conducted in such a slovenly fashion. 
While he walked about smoking his cigar，and making fun of 
the ?avet6 of the Dresden revolution, 工 watehed thbe Communal 
Guards assembjling under arms in front of the Town 也 all at the 
summons of their commandant， From the ranks of ite most 
popujar corps，the Secehiitzen-Compagnie， 工 was accosted by 
Rietschel，who was most anxious about the nature of the rising， 
and 8lso by Semper. 了 Rietschel]，who seemed to think 工 was 
better informed of the facts hban he was，8assured me that he 
felt higs position was a very di 值 cult one。 He said the select 
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company to which he belonged was very democratic，and 8s 
his professorship at the Fine Arts Academy placed him in a 
peculiar position，he did not know how to reconcile the senti- 
ments he shared with his company with hisg duty as & citizen。 
The word“oeitizen ”amused me; 工 glanced sharply at Semper 
and repeated the word“eitizen.” Semper responded with a 
peculiar smile，and turned away without further comment. 
The next day (Eriday the 5thb of May)，when 工 again took 
Iay place 88 8 passionately interested spectator of the pro- 
ceedings at the Town 再 al，events took a decisgive turn。 The 
remnant of the leaders of the Saxon people there assembled 
thought it advisable to constitute themselves into 8 provisional 
government，8s there was no Saxon government in existence 
with which negotiations could be conducted.。 了 Professor 及 ichly， 
who wa8s8 an eloquent speaker，wWas chosen to proclaim the 
new 8&dministration。 He performed this solemn ceremony 
from the balcony of the Town 瑟 all, facing the faithful remnant 
of the Communal Guards and the not very numerous crowd. 
At the same time the legal existence of the Pan-German Con- 
stitution Was proclaimed，and allegiance to it was swWorn by the 
armed forces of the nation。 工 recollect thbat these proceedings 
did not seem to me imposing，and Bakunin's reiterated opinion 
about their triviality _ gradually became more comprehenslble. 
了 ven from a technical point of view these refiections were 
Justifed when，to my great amusement and surprise，Semper， 
in the full uniform of a citizen guard，with 8& hat bedecked 
with the national colours，asked for me at the TIovwn 卫 all， and 
informed me of the extremely faulty construction of the bar- 
_zicades in the Wild Strufergasse and the neighbouring Briider- 
g8886. To pacify hig artistie consclence 88 an engineer 工 
directed him to the of 全 ce of the “Military Commission for the 
Defence.” He followed my advice with consceientious satis- 
faction ; possibly he obtained the necessary authorisation to 
如 ve instructions {for the building of suitable works of defence 
at that neglected point.。 After that 工 never saw him again 
in Dresden; but 工 presume that he carried out the strategic 
Works entrusted to him by that committee with all the con- 
scientiousness of a Michael Angelo or a Leonardo da Vinei. 
The rest of the day passed in continuous negotiations over 


480 MY IIFE 


the trauce which，by arrangement with the Saxon troops，was 
to last until noon of the next day. In thisg business Inoticed 
the very pronounced activity of a former college friend，Mar- 
schall von Bieberstein，a lawyer who，in his capaeity as senior 
0 全 cer of the Dresden Communal Guard，distinguished him- 
self by his boundless zeal amid the shouts of a mighty band of 
fellow-orators。 On that day a certain Heinz, formerly a Greek 
colonel， was placed in command of the armed forces。 These pro- 
ceedimrgs did not seem at all satisfactory to Bakunin，who put in 
an 0occasional appearance。 While the provisional government 
placed all ite hopes on fnding a peaceful settlement of the 
confict by moral persuasgion，he，on the contrary，with his 
clear vision foresaw 8 well-planned military attack by the 
Prussians，and thought it could only be met by good strategie 
Ime8sures。 了 He therefore urgently pressed for the acquisition 
of some experienced 了 Polish o 什 cergs who happened to be 
Dresden，8as the Saxon revolutionaries appeared to be abso- 
lutely lacking in military tactics。 卫 verybody was afraid to 
take this course; on the other hand，great expectationgs were 
entertained from mnegotiationg with the 下 rankfort States As- 
sembly，which was on its last legs. 下 verything was to be 
done 8as far as possible in legal form.。 The time passed pleas- 
antly enough。 了 legant ladies with their cavaliers promenaded 
the barricaded streets during. those beautiful spring evenings. 
It seemed to be jlittie more thban an entertaining drama The 
unaccustomed aspect of things even afforded me genuine pleas- 
ure，combined with &a feeling that the whole thing, was mnot 
quite serious，and that a friendly proclamation from the gov- 
ernment would put an end to 让 So 工 strolled comfortably 
home through the numerous barricades at &a late hour,， thinking 
8a8 工 went of the material for a drama，4chaz11exs with which 
工 had been occupied for some time. 

At home I found my two nieces, Clara and Ottilie Brockhaus， 
the daughters of my sister Louisa。 They had been living for 
8 year with 8 governess in Dresden，and their weekly visits 
and_ contagious good spirite delighted me 了 very one was8 in 
& high state of glee about the revolution; they all heartily 
approved of the barricades，and felt no seruples about desiring 
victory for their defenderes。 了 Protected by the truce, this state 
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of mindq remained undisturbed the whole of Friday (5th May). 
From all parts came news which led us to believe ip a universal 
uprising throughout Germany. Baden and the Palatinate were 
in the throes of a revolt on behajlf of the whole of Germany. 
Similar rumours came in from free towns like Breslau. In 
Leipzig，volunteer student corps had mustered contingents for 
Dresden，which arrived amid the exultation of the populace. 
A fully equipped defence department was organised at the 
Town 了 all，and young Heine，disappointed like myself in his 
hopes of the performance of Zojpengri，had also joined this 
body. Vigorous promises of support came from the Saxon 
了 rzgebirge，as well as announcements that armed contingentas 
Were forthecoming. 了 very one thought，therefore，that 过 only 
the Old Town were kept well barricaded,， it could safely defy 
the threat of foreign occupation。 玉 arly on Saturday，6th May， 
it wa88 obvious thbat the situation was becoming more serious.。 
Prussian troops had marched into the New Town，andq the 
Saxon troops，which it had not been considered advisable to 
use for an attack，were kept loyal to the fag. The truce expired 
at noon，8nd the troops，supported by several guns，at once 
opened thbe attack on one of the principal positions held by the 
people on the Neumarkt. 

So far 工 had entertained no other conviction than that the 
matterz would be decided in the most summary fashion as soon 
88 it came to an actual conflict，for there was no evidence in 
the state of my own feelings (or indeed, in what I was able to 
gather independently of them) of that passionate seriousness 
of purpose，without which tests as severe 88 this have neyer 
been sucecessfully withstood。 It was irritating to me，while I 
heard the sharp rattle of fire， to be unable to gather anything 
of what was going on，and Ithought by climbing the Kreuz 
tower 工 might get 8 good view.。 了 Even from this elevation 工 
could not see anything clearly, but I gathered enough to satisfy 
myaself tbhat after an hour of heavy firing the advance artijlery 
of the Prussian troops had retired，and had at last been com- 
Pletely silenced，their withdrawal being signalled by a loud 
shout of jubilation 他 om the populace. Apparently the first 
attack had exzhansted itself; and now my interest in what wags 
going on began to assume 8 more and more vivid hue。 To 
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obtain information in greater detail I hurried back to the Town 
HallL 工 could extract nothing，however，from the boundless 
confusion which I met，until at last I came Upon Bakunin im 
the midst of the main group of speakers。 了 e was able to give 
me 38n extraordinarily accurate account of what had bap- 
pened. Information had reached headquarters from a barricade 
in the Neumarkt where the attack was most serioua，that 
everything had been in a state of confusion there before the on- 
slaught of the troops; thereupon my friend Marschall von 
Bieberstein, together with Leo von Zichlinsky，who were o 值 cers 
in the citizen corps，had called up some volunteers and con- 
ducted them to the place of danger。 及 reis-Amtmann Heubner 
of KFreiberg，without a weapon to defend himself and with 
bared head, ]umped immediately on to the top of the barricade， 
which had just been abandoned by al its defenders. He was 
the sole member of the provisional government to remain on the 
spot，thbe leaders，TIodt and Tschirner，having disappeared at 
the first sign of & panic.。 Heubner turned round to exzhort the 
volunteers to advance， addressing them in stirring words。 五 i8 
stccesg WaS complete，the barricade was taken again，and a 
fre，8a8 Unexpected as it was fierce，was directed upon the 
troops， whlch，as 工 myself saw，were {forced to retire。 Bakunin 
had been in elose touch with this action，he had followed 
the volunteers，and he now explained to me that however narT- 
row Imight be the pojlitical views of Heubner (he belonged to the 
moderate Left of the Saxon Chamber)，he was 8a man of noble 
character，at whose service he had immediately placed his own 
ltfe. 

Bakunin had only needed this example to determine his own 
line of conduct; he had decided to risk his neck in the attempt 
and to ask no further questions. Heubner too was now bound 
to recognl8e the necessity for extreme measures，8nd no ljonger 
recoiled from any proposal on the part of Bakunin which was 
directed to this end. The military advice of experienced 
了 Polish o 全 cers was brought to bear on the commandant，whose 
incapacity had not been slow to reveal itself; Bakunin，who 
openly confessed that he understood nothing of pure strategy， 
never Inoved from the TIown 也 all，but remained at Heubner”s 
side，giving advice and information in every direction with 
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wonderful sangfroiq.。 For the rest of the day the battle con- 
fined itself to skirmishes by sharpshooters from the variougS 
positions。 I 工 was itching to climb the reuz tower again，8o 
8a8 to get the widest possibje survey over the whole field of 
action。 In order to reach this tower from the Town 了 all one 
had to pass through a space which was under a cross-fire of 
Tife-shots from the troops posted in the royal palace。 At &a 
moment when this square was quite deserted, 工 yielded to my 
daring impulse，and crossed it on my way to the 及 reuz tower 
at 8 8ljow pace，remembering that in such circumstances the 
young soldier is advised never to hurry，because by so doing 
he may draw the shot upon himself. On reaching this post of 
vantage 工 found several people who had gathered there，some 
of them driven by a curiosity like my own others in obedience 
to an order from the headquarters of the revolutionaries to 
reconnoitre the enemy's movements.。 Amongst them 工 made 
the acquaintance of a schoolmaster called Berthold，a man of 
quiet and gentle disposition，but full of conviction and deter- 
mination。 工 lost myself in 8n earnest philosophical diseussion 
with him which extended to the widest spheres of religion。 At 
the same time he showed a homely anxiety to protect us from 
the cone-shaped bullets of the Prussian sharpshooters by plac- 
ing us ingeniously behind a barricade consisting of one of the 
straw mattresses Which he had cajoled out of the warder。 IThe 
Prussian sharpshooters were posted on the distant tower of 
the Frauenkirche，and had chosen the height occupied by us 
a8 their target。 At nightfal 工 found it impossible to make up 
my mind to go home and leave my interesting place of refuge, 
80 工 persuaded the warder to send a subordinate to Eriedrich- 
stadt with a few lines to my wife，and with instructions to ask 
her to let me have some necessaTy provisions。 Thus 工 spent 
one of the most extraordinary nights of my life，taking turns 
with Berthold to keep watch and sleep，close beneath the great 
bell with its terrible groaning clang，and with the accompani- 
ment of the continuous rattlje of the Prussian shot as it beat 
against the tower walls. 

Sunday (the 7th of May) was one of the most beautiful days 
in the year。 工 was awakened by the song of a nightingale, wbich 
rose to oUTr ears from the Schiitze garden close by。 A sacred 
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calm and peacefulness lay over the town and the wide subuorbs 
of Dresden，which were visible from my point of vantage- 
Towards sunrise a mist settled upon tbhe outskirts, and suddenly 
through its folds we could hear the music of the Morsex1aazse 
making ite way clearly and distinctly from the district of the 
Tharanderstrasse. As tbhe sound drew nearer and nearer，thbe 
mlst dispersed, and the glow of the rising sun spread a glittering 
light upon the weapons of a long column which was winding 
its way towards the town。 It was impossible not to feel deeply 
impressed at the sight of thisg continuous processlon。 Suddenjy 
8 perception of that element which 工 had so long missed in tbe 
German people was borne in upon me in all its essential fresh- 
ness and vital colour.， IThe fact that until thlig moment 工 bad 
been obliged to resign myself to its absence，had contributed 
not a little to the feelings by which 工 had been swayed。 了 ere 
I beheld some tbhousand men from the 了 rzgebirge, mostly miners， 
well armed and organised，who had rallied to the defence of 
Dresden。 Soon we saw them march up the Altmarkt opposite 
the Town 了 all，and after receiving a joyful welcome，bivouaec 
there to recover from their journey。 Reinforcements continued 
to pour in the whole day long，and the heroic achievement of 
the previous day now recelived its reward in the shape of a 
Universal elevation of spirits.。 A change seemed to have been 
made in the plan of attack by the Prussian troops。 Ihis coud 
be gathered from the fact that numerous simujtaneous attacks， 
but of a less concentrated type，were made upon various posi- 
tions。 The troops which had come to reinforce us brought 
with them four small cannon，the property of a _ certain Herr 
IThade von Burgk，whose acquaintance 工 had made before on 
the occaslon of the anniversary of the founding of the Dresden 
Choral Society，when he had made a speech whioch was wel 
intentioned but wearisome to the point of being ludicrous. 
The recollection of this speech returned to me with pecujliar 
irony,， now that his cannon were being fired from the barricade 
Upon the enemy。 工 felt a still deeper impression，however， 
when，towards eleven ooclock， 工 saw the old Opera 了 ouse，in 
Which a few weeks ago 工 had conducted the last performance 
of the Ninth Symphony，burst into fames. As 工 have had 
occasion to mention before， the danger from fire to whbich this 
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building was exposed, full as 让 was with wood and al kind of 
textile fabrie，and originally built only for a temporary PUT- 
pose, had always been a subject of terror and apprehenslon to 
those who visited it 

I was told that the Opera 了 ouse had been set allight on strate- 
gical grounds， 训 order to face a dangerous attack oD this ex- 
posed side，and also to protect the famous “Semper barricade 
from an overpowering surprise。 From this I concluded that 
reasons of this kind act as far more powerful motives in the 
world than ssthetie considerations。 Kor a long time men of 
taste had vainly eried aloud for abolition of this ugly building 
which was such an eyesore by the side of the elegant propor- 
tions of the Zwinger Gallery in its neighbourhood.。 In a few 
moments the Opera 再 ouse (which as regards size Was，jt 18 
true, an imposing ediftce), together with its highly infammable 
contents，was 8 vast sea of fames. When this reached the 
metal roofs of the neighbouring wings of the Zwinger，and 
enveloped them in wonderful bluish waves of fire，the first 
expression of regret made itself audible amongst the spectators. 
What a disaster! Some thought that the Natural 也 istory col- 
lection was in danger; othere maintained that it wa88 the 
Armoury，upon which a citizen soldier retorted that 过 such 
were the case, it would be a very good job 计 the “stufed noble- 
men ”were burnt to cinders。 But it appeared that a keen sense 
of the value of art knew how to curb the fires just for further 
dominion，and，as a matter of fact, it did but little damage in 
that quarter. 上 inally our post of observation， which until now 
had remained comparatlvely quiet，was flled itself with gwarms 
and swarms of armed men，who had been ordered thithber to 
defend the approach from the church to the Altmarkt，upon 
which an attack w8s feared from the side of the ill-secured 
及 reuzgasse. Unarmed men were Dow in the wayj Imoreover， 
工 had received a message from my wife summoning me home 
after the long and terrible anxiety she hadq suffered. 

At last，after meeting with innumerable obstacles and over- 
coming & host of di 值 cujties，I succeeded，by means of all sorts 
of circuitous routes,， in reaching my remote suburb, from which 
工 was cut o 在 by the fortifed portions of the town, and especially 
by a cannonade directed from the Zwinger， My lodgings were 
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full to overtowing with excited women who had collected round 
Minna; among them the panic-stricken wife of Rickel who sus- 
pected her husband of being in the very thick of the fght, as she 
thought that on the receipt of the news that Dresden had risen be 
would probably have returned。 As a matter of fact， 工 had 
heard a rumour that 有 ickel had arrived on this very day, but as 
yet 工 had not obtained a glimpse of him. My young nleces 
helped once more to raise my spirits。 The firing had put them 
into a high state of glee, which to some extent infected my wife， 
88 800n 88 she was reassured as to my personal safety。 All of 
them were furious with the sculptor 本 inel，who had never 
ceased inslsting Upon the expedience of bolting the house to pre- 
vent an entry of the revolutionaries。 All the women without 
exception were joking about his abject terror at the sight of 
some men armed with scythes who had appeared in the street， Ja 
this way Sunday passed like a sort of family jolifcation。 

On the following morming (Monday,， 8th May) Itried again 
to get information 8a8 to the state of affairs by forcing my way 
to the TIown Hall from my house，which was cut off from the 
place of action。 As in the course of my journey 工 was making 
ID7 w&8y over & barricade near St， Ann's Church，one of the 
Communal Guard shoutedqd out to me，'“Hullo，conductor， 
your Ger Eretude scoxey CGOtterfuywem 1 has indeed set fre to 
things. Ihe rotten building is rased to the ground.” Obrvi- 
ously the man was 8n enthusiastic member of the audience 
at my last performance of the Ninth Symphony Coming upon 
me 80 Unexpectedljy，this pathetic greeting flledq me with a 
curlous sense of strength and freedom。 A _ little further on， 
in 8 ljonely alley in the suburb of Plauen I fell in with the 
musiclan Hiebendahl]，the first oboist in the royal orchestra， 
and 8 man who still enjoyed a very high reputation ; he was 训 
the uniform of thbe Communal Guardqs, but carried no gun， and 
was chatting with a citizen in 8 similar costume。 As soon as he 
8aW me，he felt he must immediately make an appeal to me to 
use my7 infuence against 有 ckel， who，accompanied by ordnance 
o 生 cers of the revolutionary party，wasg jnatituting 8 search for 
guns in tbis quarter. As soon as he realised that 工 was making 


1 These words refer to the opening of the Ninth Symphony chorus: 
“Freude，Freude，Freude，sch5ner gbtterfunken Tochter aus 了 ysium 一 
(Praise her, praise oh praise Joy，the god-descended daughter of 瑟 yasium.) 
Enoglish version by Natalia Macfarren. 一 EDprrnoa。 
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sympathetic inquiries about 及 bckel，he drew back frightened， 
and said to me in tones of the deepest anxiety:“ 了 But，con- 
ductor，have you no thought for your position，and What you 
may lose by exposing yourself in this fashion ?” TIhis remark 
had the most drastie effect upon me; 工 burst into a loud laugh,， 
and told him that my position ws not worth a thought one 
way or thbe other. Ihis indeed was the expresslon of my re8l 
feelings，which had long been suppressed，and now broke out 
into almost jubilant utterance。 At that moment II caught sight 
of 及 5ckel， with two men of the citizen army who were carrying 
s0me guns，making his way towards me He gave me 8 most 
friendly greeting, but turned at once to Hiebendahl and his com- 
panion and asked him why be was idljing about here in uniform 
instead of being at his post. When Hiebendahl made the 
excuse that his gun had been requisitioned，Rickel cried out to 
him，“You re 8 fne lot of fellows!l” and went away laughing. 
He gave me a brief account as we proceeded of what had hap- 
pened to him since 工 had lost sight of him，and thus spared me 
the obligation of giving him a report of his 了 osbpotll。 We were 
interrupted by an imposing troop of wel-armed young students 
of the gymnasium who had just entered the olity and wished to 
have 8a safe conduet to tbeir place of muster。 TIhe sight of these 
serried ranks of youthful fgures，numbering several hundreds， 
who were stepping bravely to their duty，did not fail to make 
the most elevating impression upon me。 Rockel undertook to 
accompany them over the barricade in safety to the mustering 
place in front of the TIown 也 all He took the opportunity of 
lamenting the utter absence of true splrit which he had hitherto 
encountered in those in command. 互 e had proposed，in ease 
of extremity，to defend the most seriously threatened barri- 
cades by firing them with piteh brands; at the mere word the 
provisional government had fallen into a veritable state of 
panic。 工 let him go his way in order that 工 might enjoy the 
privilege of a solitary person and reach the Town Hal by a 
short cut，and it was not until thirteen years later that I again 
set eyes Upon him. 

In the TIown Hall Ilearned from Bakunin that the provisiona] 
governiment had passed a resolution，on his advice，to abandon 
the position in JDresden，which had been entirely neglected 
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from the beginning，and was consequently quite Untenable for 
any length of time。 TIhis resolution proposd an armed retreat 
to the 了 rzgebirge，where it would be possible to concentrate 
the reinforcements pouring in from all sides，especialy from 
Thuringia，in such strength，that the advantageous position 
could be used to inaugurate 8 German civil war that would 
s0Uund no hesitating note at its outset. 工 o persist in defending 
isolated barricaded streets in Dresden could, on the other hand， 
lend little but the character of an urban riot to the contest， 
although it was pursued with the highest courage， 工 muat 
confess that this idea seemed to me magnifoent and full of 
meaning. Up to this moment 工 had been moved only by a 
feeling of sympathy for a method of procedure entered upon at 
frst with almost ironlical incredujity，and then pursued with 
the vigour of surprise。 Now，however，8ajl that had before 
seemed incomprehensiblje，unfolded itself before my vision in 
the form of a great and hopeful solution. Without either feel- 
ing that 工 was in any way being compelled，or tbhat it was Iy 
vocation to get some part or function aljlotted to me in these 
events， 工 now definitely abandoned al consideration for my 
personal situation，and determined to surrender myself to the 
stream of developments whlioch fowed in the direction towards 
which my feelings had driven me with a delight that was ful 
of despair。 Still 工 did not wish to leave my wife helpless in 
Dresden，and 工 rapldly devised a means of drawing her into 
the path which 工 hadq chosen，without immediately informing 
her of what my resolve meant. During my hasty return to 
Friedriehstadt 工 recognlised that this portion of the town had 
been almost entirely cut off from the inner elity by tbe occu- 
pation of the Prussian troops;j 工 saw in my mind's eye ouUr 
own SUuburb occupied, and the consequences of a state of military 
sjege in their most repulsive light。 It was an easy job to per- 
suade Minna to accompany me on a vlsit by way of the Thar- 
anderstrasse，which was still free, to Chemnitz，where my mar- 
ried sisterz Clara lived。 It was only a matter of a moment for 
her to arrange her household orders, and she promised to folow 
me to the next village in an hour with the parrot，、 工 went on 
in advance with my littlje dog Peps, in order to hire a carriage 
ip whieh to proceed on our ]ourney to Chemnitz.。 上 t was 乓 
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smiling spring morning when I traversed for the last time the 
paths I had so often trod on my lonely walks，with the knowl- 
edge that I should never wander along them again While 
the larks were soaring to dizzy heighte above my head，and 
singing in the furrows of the fields，the light and heavy arti]- 
lery did not cease to thunder down the streets of Dresden。 Ihe 
noise of this shooting，which had continued uninterruptedly for 
several days，had hammered itsejlf so indelibly upon my nerves， 
that it continued to re-echo for a long time in my brain;j just 
as the motion of the ship which took me to London had made 
me stagger for some time afterwards. Accompanied by this 
terrible musie，I threw my parting greeting to the towers of 
the city that lay behind me，and said to myself with a smille， 
that 计 ，seven years ago，my entry had taken place under 
thoroughly obseure auspices，at all eventa my exlit was con- 
ducted with some show of pomp and ceremony. 

When at last I 工 found myself with Minna in a one-horse 
carriage on the way to the Erzgebirge， we frequently met armed 
reinforcemente on their way to Dresden.。 The sight of thbem 
always kindled an involuntary joy in usj even my wife could 
not refrain from addressing words of encouragement to the 
men; at present 让 seemed not & single barricade had been 
lost。 On the other bandq，a gloomy impression was made upon 
us by a company of regulars which was making ite way towards 
Dresden in silence。 We asked some of them whlither they were 
bound; and their answer, “To do their duty,”had been obvi- 
ously impressed Upon them by command.， At last we reached 
my relations in Chemnltz.。 工 terrified all thbose near and dear 
to me when 工 decjared my intention to return to Dresden on 
the folowing day at the earliest possible hour，in order to 
8a8certaln how things were going there。 In spite of all attemptas 
to dissuade me，I carried out my decision，pursued by 8a sus- 
piclon that 工 should meet the armed forces of the Dresden 
people on the country highroad in the act of retreat The 
nearer 工 approached the capital1，the stronger became the con- 
firmation of the rumours that，as yet，there was no thought in 
Dresden of surrender or withdrawal，but that，on the contrary， 
the contest was proving very favourable for the national party. 
Al this appeared to me like one miracle after another。 On 
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this day，Tuesday,， 9th of May,，I once more foroed my way in 
a high state of excitement over ground which had become more 
and more inaccessible， All the highways had to be avolded， 
andq it was Only possible to make progress through such houses 
88 had been broken through。 At last I reached the Town 了 al 
in the Altstadt，just as night was falling. A truly terrible 
spectacle met my eyes, for 工 erossed those parts of the town in 
which preparationg had been made for 8a house-to-house fight. 
The incessant groaning of big and small guns reduced to an 
Uncanny Imurmnur al] the other sounds that came from armed 
men ceaselessljy crying out to one another from barricade to 
barricade，and from one house to another，which they had 
broken through. Pitch brands burnt here and there，pale- 
faced figures lay prostrate around the watch-posts，half dead 
with fatigue，and any Unarmed wayfarer forcing 8& path for 
himself was sharply challenged. Nothing，however，that 工 
have lived through can be compared with the impression that 
I received on my entry into the chambers of tbhe Town Hal. 
了 ere was 8 gloomy，and yet fairljy compact and serious mass 
of people; a look of unspeakable fatigue was upon all faces ; 
not 8 single voice had retained ite natural tone。 There was 8& 
hoarse jumble of conversation inspired by a state of the highest 
tenslion。 TIhe only familiar sight that survived was to be found 
in the old servants of the Town 了 all in their curious antiquated 
Uniform and three-cornered hats. These tall men，at other 
times an object of considerable fear， 工 found engaged partly 
in buttering pieces of bread，and cutting slices of ham and 
sausage，8nd partly in piling into baskets immense stores of 
provlslon8 for the messengers 8ent by the defenders of the 
barricades for supplies。 These men had turned into veritable 
nursing mothers of the revolution. 

As 工 proceeded further，I came at last upon the members of 
the provisional government，among whom Todt and Tschirner， 
after their frst panic-stricken fight，were once more to be 
found gliding to and fro，gloomy as spectres，now that they 
were cbalned to the performance of their heavy duties. 
了 eubner alone had preserved his full energy; but he was a 
reajly plteous sight: a ghostly fire burned in his eyes which had 
not had 8 wink of sleep for seven nights。 He was delighted 
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to see me again，8s he regarded my arrival as a good omen for 
the cause which he was defending; while on the other hand， 
in the rapid sucecession of events，he had come into contact 
with elements about which no conclusion could shape itself 
to his complete satisfaction。 工 found Bakunin's outlook un- 
disturbed，and bis attitude frm and quiet。 He did not show 
thbe smajlest change in his appearance，in spite of having had 
no sleep duriag the whole time，which 工 afterwards heard was & 
fact，、 With a cligar in his mouth he received me，seated on one 
of the mattresses Which lay distributed over the foor of the 
Town 也 all]， At his slide was a very young Pole (a Gajlician ) 
named 瓦 aimberger，a violinist whom he had once asked me 
to recommend to Lipinsky，in order that he might give him 
lessons，as he did not want this raw and inexperienced boy， 
who hadq become passionately attached to him，to get drawn 
into the vortex of the present upheavals.。 Now that 也 aim- 
berger had shouldered a gun，and presented himself for service 
at the barricades，however，Bakunin had greeted him none the 
less joyfully. He had drawn him down to sit by his side on 
the couch，and every time the youth shuddered with fear at 
the violent sound of the cannon-shot，he slapped him vigor- 
ously on the back and cried out:“You are not in the com- 
pany of your fddle here， my friend。 What a pity you did mn 
stay where you were!” Bakunin then gave me 8 short and 
precise account of what hadq happened since 工 had left him 
on the previous morning. The retreat which had then been 
decided upon soon proved unadvisable，as it would have dis- 
couraged the numerous relinforcements which hadq already ar- 
rived on that day. Moreover, the desire for fighting had been 
80 great，8nd the force of the defenders so considerable，that 
it had been possible to oppose the enemy's troops successfully 
s0 far. But 8s the latter had also got large reinforcements， 
they again had been able to make an effective combined attack 
on the strong Wildstruf barricade。 TIhe Prussian troops had 
avoided fghting in the streetes，chboosing instead the methodq of 
fghting from house to house by breaking through the walls. 
This had made it clear that all defence by barricades had 
become useless，and that the enemy would succeeqd slowly 
but surely in drawing near the IJown 有 all，the seat of the 
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provisiona] government Bakunin had now proposed that al 
the powder stores should be brought together in the lower rooms 
of the Iown 再 all，and that on the approach of the enemy 这 
shouldq be blown up. The town council， who were still in con- 
sujtation in 8a back room，had remonstrated with the greatest 
vehemence。 Bakunin，however，had insisted with great firm- 
ness on the execution of the measure，but in the end had 
been completeljy outwitted by the removal of all the powder 
stores。 Moreover，Heubner，to whom Bakunin could refuse 
nothing，had been won over to the other side。 It was nowW 
decided that as everything was ready，the retreat to the 玉 rz- 
gebirge，which had originally been intended for the previous 
day，should be fxed for the early morrow. Young Zichlinsky 
had already recelived orders to cover the road to Plauen so as 
to make it strategically safe。 When II inquired after Rickel， 
Bakunin replied swiftly that he had not been seen since the 
previous evening，and that he had most likely allowed himself 
to be caught: he was in such a nervous state。 工 now gave 
an 8ccount of what 工 had observed on my way to and from 
Chemnitz， describing the great Imasses of reinforcements， 
amongst whilich was the communal guard of that place，several 
thousands strong. In reiberg 工 had met four hundred reserv- 
ists，who had come in excellent form to back the citizen 
army，but could not proceed further，as they were tired out by 
theiz forced march。 It sekmed obvious that this was 8& case 
in Which the necessary energy to requisition wagons had been 
lacking，8and that 计 the bounds of loyajlty were transgressed 
in this matter，the advent of fresh forces would be consider- 
ably promoted.， 工 was begged to make my way back at once， 
and convey the opinion of the provisional government to the 
people whose acquaintance 工 had made， My old friend Mar- 
schall von Bieberstein immedqiately proposed to accompany me. 
工 welcomed his offerz，as he was 8n o 伍 cer of the provisional 
government and was consequently more fitted than 工 was to 
communicate orders. This man，who had been almost extrav- 
agant in his entbhusliasm before，was now utterly exhausted 
by sleeplessness，and Unable to emit another word from his 
hoarse throat， He now made his way with me from the Tovwn 

Hall to his house in the suburb of Plauen by the devious ways 
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that had been indicated to us, in order to requisition a carriage 
for our purpose from a coachman he knew and to bid farewell 
to his family, from whom he assumed he would in al probabil- 
ity have to separate himself for some time. 

While we were waiting for the coachman we had tea and 
supper，talking the while，in a fairly calm and composed 
manner，with the ladies of the house. We arrived at Ereiberg 
early the following morning，after various adventures，and 工 
set out forthwith to fnd the leaders of the reservist contingent 
with whom 工 was aready acquainted.， Marschall advised thbem 
to requisition horses and carts in the villages wherever they 
could do so. When they had al set of in marching order for 
Dresden，and while 工 was feeling impelled by my passionate 
interest in the fate of that elity to return to jit once more， 
Marschall conceived the desire to carry hig commission further 
afield，and for this purpose asked to be allowed to leave me. 
Whereupon I again turned my back on the heights of the 下 rz- 
gebirge，and was travelling by special coach in the direction of 
Tharand，when II too was overcome with sleep，and was only 
awkened by violent shouts and the sound of some one holding 
a parley with the postillion。 On opening my eyes 工 found, to 
my astonishment，that the road was flled with armed revolu- 
tionaries marching，not towards，but away from Dresden，and 
s0me of them were trying to commandeer the coach to relieve 
their weariness on the wa8y back. 

“What is the matter?” 工 eried， “Where are you going?， 

“Home,”was the reply. “It ia al over in Dresden。 The 
provinclal government is close behind us in that carriage down 
there. 

工 shot out of the coach like a dart，leaving it at the disposal 
of the tired men，and hurried on，down the steeply sloping road， 
to meet the ill-fated party。 And there I actually found them 一 
卫 eubner，Bakunin，and Martin，the energetic post-o 佳 ce clerk， 
the two jlatter armed with muskets 一 in 8 smart hired carriage 
from Dresden which was coming slowly up the hill. On the box 
were，88 工 supposed，the secretaries，while as many 8s possible 
of the weary National Guard struggled for seats behinq. 工 
hastened to swing myself into the coach，and so came in for a 
conversation which thereupon took place between the driver， 
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Who was also the owner of the coach, and the provisional govern- 
ment。 The man was imploring them to spare his carriage， 
which，he sald，was very lightly sprung and quite unequal to 
carTrying such a load ; he begged that the people should be told 
not to seat themselves behind and in front 了 But Bakunin 
remained quite unconcerned，8and elected to give me 8& 8hort 
account of the retreat from Dresden，which had been success- 
fully achieved without loss。 He had had the trees in the newly 
planted Maximilian Avenue felled early in the morning to form 
a barricade against a possible fank attack of cavalry，and had 
been immensely entertained by the lamentations of the in- 
habitantes，who during the process qid nothing but bewail their 
心 cjpeene Beeme.L All this time our driver's ljamentations over 
his coach were growing more importunate。 inally he broke 
into loud sobs and tears，upon which Bakunin，regarding him 
with positive pleasure，called out: “The tears of a Philistine 
are nectar for the gods.” He would not vouchsafe him a word， 
but Heubner and 工 found the scene tiresome，whereupon he 
8sked me whether we two at least should not get out, as he could 
not ask it of the others。 As a matter of fact，it was high time 
to leave the coach，as some new contingents of revolutionarieg 
had formed up in rank and fle all along the highway to salute 
the provisional government and receive orders。 了 eubner 
strode down the line with great dignity，acquainted the leaders 
with the state of affairs，and exhorted them to keep their trust 
in the righteousness of the cause for which so many had shed 
thelir blood. All were now to retire to Freiberg, there to awalit 
furthber orders. 

A youngish man of serious mien, now stepped forward from 
the ranks of the rebels to place himself under the special 
protection of the provisional government. 了 e was 8a oertain 
Menzdorf，a German Catholie priest whom 工 bad had the 
advantage of meeting in Dresden. (It was he who，in the 
course of a significant conversation，had first induced me t 如 
read Feuerbach.) He had been dragged along as a prisoner and 
abominably treated by the Chemnitz municipal guard on this 
particular march，having originally been the instigator of a 
demonstration to force that body to take up arms and march 


1 Saxon corruption of schz7e 了 Dave beautiful trees. 一 了 EDITOBR. 


ARRIVAL IN EREIBERG 495 


to Dresden.。 He owed his freedom only to the chance meeting 
with other better disposed volunteer corps。 We 88W this 
Chemnitz town guard ourselves，stationed far away on 3 hl]l 
They sent representatives to beseech Heubner to tell them 
how things stood。 When they had received the information 
rquired，and had been told that the fight would be continued 
in a determined manner，they invited the provisional govern- 
ment to quarter at Chemnitz.。 As soon as they rejoined their 
main body we saw them wheel round and turn back. 

With many similar interruptions the somewhat disorganised 
procession reached Freiberg. Here some friends of 了 eubners 
came to meet him in the streets with the Urgent request not to 
plunge theirz native place into the misery of desperate street- 
fghting by establishing the provislonal government there. 
了 eubner made no reply to this，but requested Bakunin and 
myself to accompany him into his house for a consultation. 
Kirst we had to witness the painful meeting between Heubner 
and hisg wife; in 8 few words he pointed out the gravity and 
importance of the task assigned to him，reminding her that 
it was for Germany and the high destiny of his country that 
he was staking his life. 

Breakfast was then prepared，and after the meal，during 
which a fairly cheerful mood prevailed，Heubner made a short 
speech to Bakunin，speaking quietly but frmly.， “My dear 
Bukanin，he said (his previous acquaintance with Bakunin was 
so slight that he did not even know hovw to pronounce his name)， 
“ before we decide anything further，I must ask you to state 
cjearly whether your political aim is really the Red Republic, of 
whaich they tell me you are a partisan。 Tell me frankly, so that 
工 may know 计 工 can rely on your friendship in the future9， 

Bakunin explained briefy that he had no scheme for any 
pojlitical form of government，and would not risk his life for 
any of them. As for his own far-reaching desires and hopes， 
they bad nothing whatever to do with the street-fghting in 
Dresden and all that this implied for Germany。 He had looked 
upon the rising in Dresden as 8 foolish，ludicrous movement 
until he realised the effect of Heubner'e noble and courageous 
example. 下 rom that moment every political consideration 
and aim had been put in the background by his sympathy with 
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this heroie attitude，and he had immediately resolved to assist 
this excellent man with all the devotion and energy of a friend. 
He knew，of course, that he belonged to the so-called moderate 
party，of whose political future he was not able to form an 
opinion，8as he had not profited much by his opportunities of 
studying the position of the various parties in Germany. 

了 eubner declared himself satisfied by this reply，and pro- 
ceeded to ask Bakunin”s opinlion of the present state of bings 一 - 
whether it would not be consclentlous and reasonabjle to dismiss 
thbe men and give up 8a struggle which might be conslidered 
hopeless。 In reply Bakunin insisted，with his usual calm assurT- 
ance，that whoever else threw up the sponge，Heubner must 
certainly not do s80. He had been the first member of the 
provislonal government，and it was he who had given the cal 
to arms.。 工 he call had been obeyed，and hundreds of lives 
had been sacrificed; to scatter the people again would look 
88 过 these 8s8crifices had been made to idle folly。 琅 ven 这 
they were the only two left，they still ought not to forsake 
thelir posts。 If they went Under their lives might be forfeit 
but their honour must remain Unsullied，so that 8a simjlar ap- 
peal in the future might not drive every one to despair. 

Thig was quite enough for Heubner， He at once made onut 
8 8UIImons for the election of a representative assembly for 
RSaxony，to be held at Chemnitz.。 He thought that，with thbe 
8ssistance of the populace and of the numerous insurgent bands 
who were arriving from all quarters，he would be able to hold 
the town 8as the headquarters of a provisional government until 
the general situation in Germnany had become more settled. 
JIn the midst of these diseussions, Stephan Born walked into the 
room to report tbat he had brought the armed bandqs right into 
reiberg，in good order and without any losses。 This young 
man was 8 composlitor who had contributed greatly to 也 eubner?s 
peace of mind during the last three days in Dresden by taking 
over the chief command， His simplieity of manner made 8a very 
encouTragling impresslon on Us，particularly when we heard his 
report. When，however，Heubner asked_ whether he would 
undertake to defend Freiberg against the troops which might be 
expected to attack at any moment，he declared that this was 
an experienced o 伍 cer's ]ob，and that he himself was no soldier 
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and knew nothing of strategy. Under these circumstances jt 
seemed better， 计 only to gain time， to fall back on the more 
thickly populated town of Chemnitz.。 The first thing to be 
done，however，w8s8 to see that the revolutionaries，who were 
assembled in large numbers at Freiberg，were properly cared 
for，and Born went off immediately to make prelimninary ar- 
rangements。 也 eubner also took leave of us, and went to refresh 
his tired brain by an hour's sleep。 工 was left alone on the sofa 
with Bakunin，who soon fell towards me，overcome by irresist- 
ible drowsiness，and dropped the terrife weight of his head 
on to my shoulder， As 工 saw that he would not wake 计 工 
shook of this burden，I pushed him aside with some di 佳 cujty， 
and took leave both of the sleeper and of Heubner's house; 
for 工 wished to see for myself, as 工 had done for many days past， 
what course these extraordinary events were taking. 工 there- 
fore went to the Town Hall，where 工 found the townspeople 
entertaining to the best of their ability a blustering horde 
of excited revolutionaries both within and without the walls. 
To my surprise，I found 了 eubner there in the full swing of 
work.。 工 thought he was 8sleep at home，but the idqea of 
leaving the people even for an hour without a counsellor had 
driven aw&y 8 thought of rest. 了 e had lost no time im 
superintending the organisation of &a sort of commandant's 
0 人 鱼 ce，and was again occupied with drafting and signing 
documents in the midst of the uproar that raged on 8a] sides. 
It was not long before Bakunin too put in an appearance， 
principally in seareh of a_ good o 什 cer 一 who was not， however， 
forthcoming. TIhe commandant of a large contingent from 
the Vogtland，an oldish man，raised Bakunin?s hopes by the 
impassioned energy of his speeches，and he would have had 
him appointed commandant-general on the spot。 But it seemed 
38 过 any real decision were impossible in that frenzy 8and 
confusion，and as the only hope of mastering it seemed to be 
in_ reaching Chemnitz， 再 eubner gave the order to march on 
towards that town 38 80on 88 eyery one had had food， Once 
this was settled, Itold my friends 工 should go on in advance of 
their column to Chemnitz，where 工 should fnd them again next 
day; for Ilonged to be quit of this chaos。 工 actually caught 
the coach,， the departure of which was fizxed for that time，and 
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obtained a seat in it。 But the revolutionaries were just march- 
ing of 他 on the same road，and we were told that we must wait 
untll they had passed to avold being caught in the whirlpool. 
This meant considerable delay，and for a long while 工 watehed 
the peculiar bearing of the patriots as they marched out， 工 
notlced in particular a Vogtland regiment，whose marching step 
was fairly orthodox，following the beat of a drummer who 
tried to vary the monotony of his instrument in an artistie 
manner by hitting the wooden frame alternately with the 
.drumhead.。 工 he Unpleasant rattling tone thus produced re- 
minded me in ghostly fashion of the rattling of the skeletongy” 
bones in the dance round the gallows by night which Berlioz 
had brought home to my imagination with such terrible 
realism in his performance of the last movement of his tmpjfonae 
Zantastiquwe in Paris。 

Suddenly the desire seized me to look up the friends 工 had 
]eft behind, and travel to Chemnitz in their company 计 possible. 
工 found they had quitted the Town 了 all，and on reaching 
了 eubner's house 工 was told that he was asleep。 工 therefore 
went back to the coach，which，however，was still putting o 企 
its departure，88 the road was blocked with troops。 工 wajked 
nervously up and down for some ftime，then，losing faith in 
the ]ourney by coach,， 工 went back again to 了 eubner's house to 
offer myself defnitely as a travelling companion。 But Heubner 
and Bakunin had already left home, and I could fnd no traces 
of them. JIn desperation 工 returned once more to the coach， 
and found it by this time really ready to start。 After various 
delays and adventures it brought me late at night to Chem- 
nitz，wWwhere 工 got out and betook myself to the nearest inn. 
At five o'elock the next morning 工 got up (after a few hours” 
sleep) and set out to fnd my brother-in-law Wolfram's house， 
which was about a quarter of an hours walk from the town. 
On the way 工 asked a sentinel of the town guard whether 
he knew anything about the arrival of the provisional 
government. 

“Provisional government ”was the reply. “Why it's all 
up with that.” 工 did not understand him，nor was 工 able to 
learn anything about the state of things when 工 frst reached 
the house of my relatives，for my brother-in-law had been sent 
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into the town 8as Special constable。 It was only on his return 
home，late in the afternoon， that 工 beard what bad taken place 
”in one hotel at Chemnitz while 工 had been resting in another 
inn。 上 eubner，Bakunin，and the man called Martin，whom 工 
have mentioned already, had， it seemed，arrived before me in a 
hackney-coach at the gates of Chemnitz。 On being asked for 
their names Heubner had announced himself in 8 tone of 
authority，and had biddqen the town councillors come to him 
at 8 _ certain hotel. They had no sooner reached the hotel 
than they all three collapsed from excessive fatigue。 Suddenly 
the pollce broke into the room and arrested thbem in thbe name 
of the local government，upon which they only begged to have 
8a few hours” qulet sleep，pointing out tbat 全 ght was out of the 
question in tbelir present condition。 工 heard further tbhat they 
had been removed to Altenburg under a strong military escort。 
My brother-in-law was obliged to ceonfess that the Chem- 
nitz Imunicipal guard，which had been forced to start for 
Dresden much against its will，and had resolved at the very 
outset to place itseljf at the disposal of the royal forces on 
arriving there，had deceived Heubner by inviting him to 
Chemnitz，and had lured him into tbe trap。 Ihey had reached 
Chemnitz long before Heubner，and had taken over the guard 
at the gates with the object of seeing him arrive and of prepar- 
ing for his arrest at once。 My brother-in-law had been very 
anxious about me too，8s he had been told in furious tones by 
the leaders of the town guard that 工 had been seen in close 
8s8ociation with the revolutionaries。 He thought it a wonderful 
intervention of Providence that 工 had not arrlved at Chemnitz 
with them and gone to the same inn，in whlich case their fate 
would certainly have been mine。 Ihe recollection of my escape 
from almost certain death in duelsg with the most experienced 
swordsmen in my student days fashed across me like a fash of 
hghtning， 工 hisg last terrible experience made such an impres- 
slon on me that 工 was incapable of breathing a word in connec- 
tion with what had happened。 My brotherin-law，in response 
to urgent appeals 一 from my wife in particular，who was much 
concerned for my personal safety 一 undertook to convey me to 
Altenburg in hls carriage by night. rom there 工 continued my 
]journey by coach to Weimar，where 工 had originally planned 


500 MY LIIEEZE 
to spend my holidays，little thinking that 工 should arrive by 


SUuch devious Ways. 

The dreamy Unreality of my state of mind at this time ia 
best explained by the apparent seriousness with which，on 
meeting Lisazt again，I at once began to discuss what seemed to 
be the sole topie of any real interest to him in connection with 
me 一 the forthecoming revival of Tayrmzjaalser at Weimar。 工 
found it very di 佳 cult to confess to this friend that 工 bad not 
left Dresden in the regulation way for & conductor of the 
royal opera。 To tell the truth， 工 had a very hazy conception 
of the relation in which 工 stood to the law of my country (in 
the narrow sense)。 瑟 ad 工 done anything criminal in the eye 
of the law or not? 工 found it impossible to come to any 
conclusion about lt， Meanwhile, alarming news of the terrible 
conditions in Dresden continued to pour into Weimar。 Genast， 
the stage manager，in particular，aroused great excitement by 
spreading the report that 了 Rickel， who was well known at 
Weimar，had been guilty of arson。 Liszt must so0on have 
gathered from my convyersation，in which 工 did aot take thbe 
trouble to dissimulate，that 工 too was 8uspleiously connected 
with these terrible events，though my attitude with regard to 
them misled him for some time。 or 工 was not by any meangs 
prepared to proclaim myself a combatant in the recent fights， 
and hbat for reasons quite other than would have seemed vajlid 
in the eyes of the law。 My friend was therefore encouraged 
in hls delusion by the unpremeditated effect of my attitude. 
When we met at the house of Princess Caroline of Wittgen- 
stein, to whom 工 had been introduced the year before when she 
paid her fying visit to Dresden，we were able to hold stimujat- 
ing conversations on 8]] sorts of artistic topics.。 One afternoon， 
for instance，a lively discusslion sprang up from 8a description 
工 had given of a tragedy to be entitled .estus of Nazare 太 。 Liszt 
maintained a discreet silence after 工 had fnished，whereas the 
了 Princess protested vigorously against my proposal to bring such 
8& Subject on to the stage。 Krom the lukewarm attempt I made 
to support the paradoxical theories 工 had put forward, I realised 
the state of my mind at that time， Although it w8s not very 
evident to onlookers， 工 had been，and still was，shaken to the 
very depths of my being by my recent exzperiences. 
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In due course an orchestral rehearsal of TazmjiaLse7r took 
place，which in various ways stimulated the artist in me afresh. 
Liszt'8 conducting，though mainly concerned with the musica] 
rather than the dramatic side, fled me for the first time with 
the fattering warmth of emotion roused by the consclousness of 
being understood by another mind in full sympathy with my 
own。 At the same time 工 was able，in spite of my dreamy 
condition，to observe eritieally the standard of capacity ex- 
hibited by the singers and their chorus-master. After the 
rehearsal II together with the musical director，Stohr and Gotze 
the singer，accepted Liszt"s invitation to a Simple dinner， at 8 
different inn from the one where he lived， 工 thus had occasion 
to take alarm at a trait in his character which was entirely 
new to me。 After being stirred up to 8 certain pitch of excite- 
ment his mood became positively alarming，and he almost 
gnashed his teeth in a passlion of fury directed against a certain 
section of society whieh had also aroused my deepest indigna- 
tion。 工 wa8 strongly affected by this strange experlience with 
this wonderful man，but 工 was unable to see the association of 
ideas which had led to hils terrible outburst。 工 was therefore left 
in a state of amazement，while Liszt had to recover during the 
night from 8 violent attack of nerves which his excitement had 
produced.。 Another surprige was in store for me the next 
morning，when 工 found my friend fully equipped for a journey 
to 玉 arlsruhe 一 the circumstances which made it necessary being 
absolutely incomprehensible to me Liszt invited Director 
Stohr and myself to accompany him as far as 了 isenach。 On 
ouUT Way there we were stopped by Beaulieu, the Lord Chamber- 
lain，who wished to know whether 工 was prepared to be received 
by the Grand Duchess of Welimar，8a 8lster of the 了 mperor 
Nicolas，at 卫 isenach castle. As my excuse on the score of 
Unsulitable travelling costume was not admitted，Liszt accepted 
in Imy name, and II really met with a surprisingly kind reception 
that evening from the Grand Duchess，who chatted with me 
in the fmendliest way，and introduced me to her chamhberlain 
with all due ceremony。 Liszt malintained afterwards that his 
noble patroness had been informed that 工 should be wanted 
by the authorities in Dresden within the next few days，and 
had thberefore hastened to make my personal acquaintance 
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at once，knowing that it would compromise her too heavily 
later on。 

Liszt continued his journey from 了 Eisenach，leaving me to 
be entertained and looked after by Stohr and the musical 
director 玉 iihmstedt，a diligent andq skilful master of counter- 
point with whom 工 paid my first visit to the Wartburg，which 
had not then been restored。 工 was flled with strange musings 
as to my fate when 工 visited tbis castle， 了 ere 工 was actually 
on the point of entering, for the first time，the building whieh 
was 8o full of meaning for mej here, too, [had to tell myself 
that the days of my further sojourn in Germany were numbered. 
And in fact the news from Dresden, when we returned to Wei- 
mg8r the next day，was serlous indeed.。 Liszt，on his return on 
the tbird day, found a letter from my wife, who had not dared to 
write direct to me。 She reported that the police had searched 
my house in Dresden, to which she had returned，and that she 
had, moreover，been warned on no account to allow me to return 
to that city，8s & Warrant had been taken out against me and 工 
wa8 shortly to be served with a writ and arrested。 工 iszt，whbo 
WaS8 nowW 8solely concerned {for my personal safety，called in a 
friend who had some experience of law, to consider what should 
be done to rescue me from the danger that threatened me. 
Von Watzdorf，the minister whom 工 had already visited，hbad 
been of opinion that I 工 should， 计 required，submit quletly to 
being taken to Dresden，and that the journey would be made 
In & respectable private carTriage。 On the other hand，reports 
which had reached us of the brutal way in which the Prussian 
troops ip Dresden had gone to work in applying the state of 
siege Were of so alarming &a nature that Liszt and his friendqs in 
council urged my speedy departure from Weimar，where it 
would be impossible to protect me But 工 insisted on taking 
leave of my wife，whose anxiety was great，before leaving 
Germany，and begged to be allowed to stay 8a httle longer at 
least in the neighbourhood of Weimar. This was taken into 
conslderation， and 了 rofessor Siebert suggested Imy taking 
temporary shelter with a frienqdly steward at the village of 
Magdqala，which was three hours distant.。 工 drove thbere the 
following morning to introduce myself to this kind steward and 
protector as Professor Werder from Berlin，who，with a letter 


AT MAGDALA (1849) 503 


of recommendation from Professor Siebert，had come to turn 
his fnancial studies to practical account im helping to ad- 
mjnister these estates。 Here in rural seclusion 工 spent three 
days，entertainment of a peculiar Dature being provided by 
thbe meeting of a popular assembly，which consisted of the 
remainder of thbe contingent of revolutionarles Which had 
Imarched off towards Dresden and had now returned in disgorder. 
工 listened with curious feelings，amounting almoast to contempt， 
to the speeches on this occasion，whlch were of every kind and 
desceription。 On the second day of my stay my host's wife 
came back from Weimar (where it was marketrday) full of a 
curious tale: the composer of an opera which was being 
performed there on that very day had been obliged to leave 
Weimar suddenly because the warrant for his arrest had arrived 
from Dresden。 My host，who had been let into my secret by 
了 Professor Seibert，asked playfuly what his name was。 As his 
wife did not seem to know，he came to her assistance with the 
suUggestion 如 at perhaps it was 了 bckel whbose name was familiar 
at Welimar， 

“Yes)” she 88id，“ 卫 bckel]， that wa8 his name， quite 
right. 

My host laughed louqdly，and said that he would not be so 
stupid as to let them cateh him，in spite of his opera。 

At last，on 22nd May,，my birthbday，Minna actually arrived 
at Magdala. She had hastened to Weimar on receiving my 
letter，and had proceeded from there according to instructions， 
bent on persuading me at 8ll costs to fee the country immedi- 
ately and for good。 No attempt to ralse her to the level of my 
own Imood was successful; she persisted in regarding me as 
an jj-advised，inconsiderate person who had plunged both 
himself and her into the most terrible situation。 It had been 
arranged that 工 should meet her the next evening in the house 
of Professor Wolff at Jena to take a last farewell. She was to 
go by way of Weimar，while Itook the footpath from Magdqala. 
Tstarted accordingly on my wajk of about sixz bours，and came 
ovez the plateau into the little university town (which now 
received me hosplitably for the first time) at sunset。 工 found 
my wife again at the house of Professor Wol 他 ，who, thanks to 
Lisazt， was aljready my friend, and with the addition of a certain 
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Professor Widmann another conference w8&s held on the subject 
of my further escape。 A writ was actually out against me for 
being strongly suspected of participation in the Dresden rising， 
and 工 could not under any circumstances dependq on a safe 
refuge in any of the German federal states。 iszt insisted on 
my going to Paris，where I could find a new field for my work， 
while Widmann advised me not to go by the direct route through 
Frankfort and Baden， as the rising was still in full swing there， 
and the police would certainly exercise praiseworthy vigllance 
over jincoming travellers with suspicious-l]ooking passports。 
Ihe way thbrough Bavaria would be the safest，as all was quiet 
there again; 工 could then make for Switzerland，and the 
journey to Paris from there could be engineered without any 
danger。 As 工 needed a passport for the journey， 了 Professor 
Widmann offered me his own，which had been issued at Tiibin- 
gen andq had not been brought up to date。， My wife was qulte in 
despair，and the parting from her caused me real pain。 Iset 
off in the mail-coach and travelled，withbout further hindrance， 
through many towns (amongst them Rudolstadt，a Place ful 
of memories for me) to the Bavarian frontier。 Erom there 工 
continued my journey by mail-coach straight to Lindau。 At 
the gates TI，together with the other passengers，wWa&8 88ked for 
my passport。 工 passed tbhe night in a state of strange,， feverish 
excitement，which lasted until the departure of the steamer on 
Lake Constance early in the morning. My mind was fo]l of 
the Swabian dialect，as spoken by Professor Widmann，with 
whose passport 工 wa8 travelling. 工 pictured to myself my 
dealings with the Bavarian police should 工 have to converse 
with them in accordance with the above-mentioned lirregularities 
in that document， A prey to feverish unrest, 工 spent the whole 
night trying to perfect myself in the Swabian dialect，but，as 工 
was amused to fnd，without the smallest success。 工 had braced 
Imysejlf to meet the crucial moment early the next morning， 
when the policeman came into my room and，not knowing to 
whom the passports belonged，gave me three at random to choose 
from. With joy in my heart 工 selzed my own，and dismlssed 
the dreadedq messenger in the most friendly way. Once on 
board the steamer 工 realised with true satisfaction that 工 bad 
now stepped on to Swiss territory. It was 8 lovely spring 
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morning; across the broad lake I 工 could gaze at the Alpine 
]andscape 8s it spread itself before my eyes。 When 工 stepped 
on to Republican soil at Rorsehach， 工 employed the first 
moments in writing 8a few lines home to tell of my safe arrival 
in Switzerland and my delliverance from all qdqanger.。 The 
coach drive through the pleasant country of St. Gall to Ziirich 
cheered me up wonderfully，and whben 工 drove down from 
Ohberstrass into Ziirich that evening, the last day in May， at 8six 
o'clock, and saw for the first time the Glarner Alps that encircle 
tbhe lake gleaming in the sunset， 工 at once resolved，though 
without being fully consclous of it，to avolid everything that 
could prevent my settling here. 

工 bad been the more willing to accept my friends” suggestion 
to take thbe Swiss route to Paris, as 工 knew 工 should hnd an old 
acquaintance，Alexander Miiller，at Ziirich。 工 hoped with his 
help to obtain a passport to 下 rance，8a8s 工 wa8 anxious not to 
arrive there as 8 political refugee。， 工 had been on very friendly 
terms with Miiller once upon a _ time at Wiirzburg. He had 
been settled at Ziirich for a long time 88 8 teacher of music ; 
this T learned from a pupil of hig，Wilhelm Baumgartner，who 
had called on me in Dresden some years back to bring me 8 
greeting from this old friend， On that occasion 工 entrusted the 
pupil with a copy of the score of 了 orzhiialser for his master， 
by way of remembrance,， and this kind attention had not fallen 
on barren soil: Miillerz and Baumgartner，whom 工 _ visited 
forthwith，introduced me at once to Jacob Sulzer and Eranz 
了 agenbuch，two cantonal secretarleg who were the most likely， 
among 8] thbeir good frliends，to compass the immediate flfl]- 
ment of my deslire。 These two people，who had been joined by 
a few intimates，received me with such respectfu] curiosity and 
sympathy that 工 felt at home with them at once。， TIhe great 
88SUTance 8nd moderation with whlich they commented on the 
persecutiong which had overtaken me，88 geen from their usual 
simple republican standpoint，opened to me 8 conception of 
civil life which seemed to lift me to an entirely new sphere. 
Ifelt so safe and protected here，whereas in my own country 
工 had，without quite realising it，come to be considered a 
criimninal owing to the peculiar connection between my disgust 
at thbe publie attitude towards art and the general political 
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disturbances。 To prepossess the two secretaries entirely in my 
favour (one of them，Sulzer， had enjoyed an excellent classical 
education )，my friends arranged 8a meeting one evening at 
Which 工 was to read my poem on the Dea 维 of aeojfrred，、 工 am 
prepared to swear that 工 never had more attentive listeners， 
among men，than on that evening. IThe immediate effect of 
my success Was the drawing up of a fully valid federal passport 
for the poor German Under warrant of arrest，armed with which 
T started gaily on my ]ourney to 了 Paris after quite 8 short stay 
at Ziirich。 rom Strassburg，where 工 was enthralled by the 
fascination of the world-famous Ilinster， 工 travelledq towards 
Paris by what was then the best means of locomotion，thbe 
so-called nl1e-poste。 工 remember a remarkable phenomenon 
in connection with this conveyance. TIi]l then the noise of 
the cannonade and musketry in the fghting at Dresden had 
been persistently re-echoing in my ears，especially in 8a half- 
waking condition ; now the humming of tbhe wheels, as we rolled 
rapidly along the highroad，cast such a spell upon me that for 
the whole of the journey 工 seemed to hear the melody of Wretuae， 
3c1O7e7 Gotterfunien 1 from the Ninth Symphony being played， 
88 it were，on deep bass instrumentas. 

Erom the time of my entering Switzerland till my arrival in 
了 Paris my spirits，which had sunk into a dreamlike apathy，rose 
gradually to a level of freedom and comfort that 工 had never 
en]joyed before。 工 felt like a bird in the aiz whose destiny is 
not to founder in a Imorass; but soon after my arrival in Paris， 
in the first week of June, a very palpable reaction set in。 工 had 
had an introducetion from Liszt to his former secretary Belloni， 
who felt it hie duty，in loyalty to the instructions recelved，to 
put me into communication with a literary man， 8 certalin Gus- 
tave Vaisse，with the object of being commissioned to write an 
opera libretto for production in Paris， 工 did not, however, make 
the personal acquaintance of Vailsse。 工 he idea did not Please 
me, and 工 found su 全 cient excuse for warding o 在 thbe negotiations 
by saying 工 was afraid of the epidemie of cholera which was said 
to be raging in the city. 工 was staying in the Rue Notre Dame 
de Lorette for the sake of being near Belloni。 Through this 
street funeral processions，announced by the mu 全 ed drum 

1 See note on page 434， 
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beats of the National Guard，passed practically every hour. 
Though the heat was stifing，I was strictly forbidden to touch 
water，and was advised to exerclse thbe greatest precaution with 
reg8ard to diet in every respect. Besides this weight of uneasi- 
ness on my Spirites, the whole outward aspect of Paris, as it then 
appeared，had the most depressing effect on me Ihe motto， 
lzp0ert6E， 6qalat6， fraterzt6E，was still to be seen on all the publiec 
buildings and other establishments，but，on the other hand， 
I 工 was alarmed at seeing the first 9axgoz8 ca1881e78 making their 
Way from the bank with their long money-sacks over their 
shoulders and their large porttfolios in their hands， 工 had never 
met them so frequently as now，]just when the old capitajlist 
r6gime，after its triumphant struggle against the once dreaded 
soclallist propaganda，wWas exerting itself vigorously to regain 
the publie confdence by its almost insulting pomp。 工 had 
gone，8s it were，mechanically into Schlesinger's music-shop， 
where a successor Was nowW installed 一 8 much more pronounced 
type of Jew named Brandus, of a very dirty appearance。 The 
on]y person there to give me a friendly welcome was the old 
clerk，Monsieur Henri. After 工 had tajked to him in loud tones 
for some time，as the shop was apparently empty，he at length 
asked me with some embarrassment whether 工 had not seen 
my master (Votre miditre) Meyerbeer， 

“Is Monsieur Meyerbeer here? : Iasked. 

“ Certainly” was thbe even more embarrassed reply; “quite 
Dear，0Over thbere behind the desk. 

And，sure enough，as 工 walked across to the desk Meyer- 
beer came out，covered with confusion.。 He smiled and made 
80me eXcuse about pressing proof-sheets. He had been hiding 
there quietly for over ten minutes since first hearing my voice. 
工 had had enough after my strange encounter with this appari- 
tion。 TIt recalled so many things affecting myself which 
reflected suspicion on the man，in particular the signifcance 
of his behaviour towards me in Berlin on the last occasion. 
了 oowever，88 工 bad now nothing more to do with him, 工 greeted 
him with a certain easy gaiety induced by tbe regret 工 felt at 
seeing his manifest confusion on becoming cognisant of my 
arrival in 了 aris. Je took it for granted that 工 should again 
seek Iny fortune there，and seemed much surprised when 工 
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assured him，on the contrary, that the idea of having any work 
there was odious to me 

“But Liszt published such a brilliant article about you in the 
ootyTCL cesg 06bat he said. 

Ah， I repllied, “it really had not occurred to me that the 
enthusiastic devotion of a friend should be regarded as a mutual 
speculation. 

“But the article made a sensation。 It i8 ineredible that you 
should not seek to make any profit out of it.? 

This offensive meddjesomeness roused me to protest to 
Meyerbeer with some violence that 工 was concerned with any- 
tbing rather than with the production of artistice work，particua- 
larly just at that time when the course of events seemed to 
indicate that the whole world was undergoing 8&a reaction。 

“But what do you expect to get out of the revolution 人 ”he 
repllied。 “Are you going to write scores for the barricades ?8 ， 

Whereupon 工 assured him that 工 was not thinking of writing 
any scores at al]l]， We parted, obviously without having arrived 
at 8& mutual understanding. 

JIn the street 工 was also stopped by Moritz Sohlesinger，who， 
being equally under the infuence of Liszt's brilliant article， 
evidently considered me a perfect prodigy. He too thought 工 
must be counting on making 8 hit in 了 Paris，and was 8Ure that 
工 had a very good chance of doing so. 

“Wil you undertake my business?， 工 asked him。 “ 工 have 
Do money。 Do you really think the performance of an opera 
by an unknown .composer can be anything but a matter 0 
Ioney 

“You are quite right,， said Moritz，and left me on the spot. 

turned from these disagreeable encounters in the plague- 
striceken capital of the world to inqulre the fate of my Dresden 
companions，for some of those with whom 工 was intimate had 
also reached 了 Paris，when 工 called on Desplkchins，who had 
painted the scenery for Taznojiniser。 工 found Semper there, who 
had, like myself, been deposited in this city，We met again with 
Do _ little pleasure，although we could not help smiling at oUTF 
grotesque Situation。 Semper had retired from the battle when 
the famous barricade，which he in his capacity of architect kept 
Undqer close observation，had been surrounded. (He thought 让 
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impossible for it to be capturedq.) Al the same，he consideredq 
tbat he had exposed himself qulte su 人 fciently to make 让 
unsafe for him to stay after the Prussians had announced a 
state of siege and were occaupying Dresden. 了 He considered 
himsejf lucky as a native of 再 olstein to be dependent，not on 
，the German，but on the Danish government for a passport， 
as this had helped him to reach Paris without di 组 culty， When 
expressed my real and heartfelt regret at the turn of affairs 
which had torn him from a professional undertaking on which 
he had just started 一 the completion of the Dresden Museum 
一 he refused to take it too seriously，saying it had given him 
8 great deal of worry.。 JIn spite of our trying situation，it 
was With Semper that 工 spent the only bright hours of my stay 
in 了 Paris We were 80on joined by another refugee，young 
Heine，who had once wished to paint my 了 ojemn9I7rti 8ceneTy-. 
He had no qualms about his future,， for his master Despll6chins 
wa8 Willing to give bim employment。 工 alone felt 工 had been 
pitehed quite aimjlessly into Paris。 工 had a passionate desire 
to leave this cholera-laden atmosphere，and Belloni offered me 
an Opportunity which 工 promptly and joyfully seized. 了 He 
invited me to follow himself and his family to a country Place 
ne8ar 工 a 上 ert6-sous-Jouarre，where I could be refreshed by pure 
air and absolute quiet，and wait for & change for the better in 
Iy position。 工 made the short journey to Rueil after another 
week in Paris，and took for the time being 8& poor lodging (one 
room，built with recesses) in the house of Monsieur 了 及 apha6l， 
8 Wine mercehant，close by the village nat7ie where thbe Belloni 
family were staying。 Here 工 walited further developments. 
During the period when all news from Germany ceased 工 tried 
to occeupy myself as far as8 possible with reading. After going 
through 了 Proudhon"s writings，and in particular his De 
prop1sEl6, in such a manner as to glean comfort for my situation 
in curious]y divers ways，I 工 entertained Imyself for 8a consider- 
abje time with amartine's 玖 ?sfosre des CHroz0a3，8 Inost 
alluring and attractive work. One day Beljloni broweght me news 
of the unfortunate rising in 了 Paris，which had been attempted 
on the 13th June by the Republicans under Ledru-Rollin against 
the provisional government，which was then in the fu]l tide of 
Teaction。 Great 388 WwWa8 the indignation with which the news 
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Was received by my host and the mayor of the place (a relative 
of his， at whose table we ate our modest daily meal), it made， on 
the whole，jittle impression on me，8as Imy attention was stil 
fxed in great agitation on the events which were taking place 
on the Rhine，and particularly on the grand-duchy of Baden， 
which had been made forfeit to 8 provisional government 
When，however，the news reached me from this quarter also 
that the Prusslians had succeeded in subduing 8 movement which 
had not at frst seemed hopeless， 工 felt extraordinarily 
downcast。 

工 was compelled to consider my position carefully，and the 
Decessity of conquering my di 值 oulties helped to allay the 
excltement to whlieh 工 was 8 prey. Ihe jletters from my 
Weimar friends, as well as those from my wife, now brought me 
completely to Imy senses。 工 he former expressed themselves 
very curtly about my behaviour with regard to recent events. 
IThe opinion was，that for the moment there would be nothing 
for me to do，and especially not in Dresden，or at the grand- 
ducal court,， “as one could not very well knock at battered 
doors  ; “om ?96 frappe pas 0 des poztes efonc6esg ” (了 Princess 
von Wittgenstein to Belloni)， 

I did not know what to reply，for I had never dreamt of 
expecting anything to come from their intervening on my 
behalf in that quarter; consequently 工 was quite satisfied that 
they sent me temporarily financial assistance。 With this money 
工 made up my mind to leave for Ziirich and ask Alex Miiller to 
give me shejter for 8a while，as hisg house w8s su 值 ciently large 
to accommodate a guest。 My saddest moment came hen, after 
8 ljong silence， 工 at last recelived a jletter from my wife。 She 
wrote that she could not dream of living with me again; that 
after 工 bad so Unscrupulously tbhrown away & connection and 
position，the like of whioch would never again present itself to 
me no woman could reasonably be expected to take any further 
interest in my future enterpTlses。 

I fu]lly appreciated my wife's unfortonate position; 工 could 
in no w&y assist her， except by advising her to sell our Dresden 
forniture, and by making an appeal on her behbalf to my relatives 
ip Leipzig. 

Until then 工 had been able to think more lightly of the 
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misery of her position，simply because I had imagined her to 
be more deeply in sympathy with what agitated me Often 
during the recent extraordinary events 工 had even believed that 
she understood my feelings. Now，however，she had disiljlu- 
sioned me on this point: she could see in me no more hban 
what the publie saw，and the one redeeming point of her severe 
judgment was that she excused my behaviour on the score that 
工 was reckless。 After 工 had begged Liszt to do what he could 
for my wife，I soon began to regard her unexpected behaviour 
with more equanimity。 In reply to her announcement that 
she would not write to me again for the present, 工 saidq that 工 
had also resolved to spare her all further anxiety about my very 
doubtfu]l fate，by ceasing from communicating with her， 工 sur- 
Veyed the panorama of our long years of association critically 
in my mind's eye，beginning with that first stormy year of our 
married life，that had been so ful of sorrow. Our youthful 
days of worry and care iD Parig had undoubtedly been of 
benefit to us both. IThe courage and patience with which she 
had faced our di 僵 culties，while I on my part had tried to end 
them by dint of hard work，had linked us together with bonds 
of iron Minna was rewarded for all these privationg by 
Dresden successes，and more especially by the highly enviable 
position 工 had held there. Her position as wife of the con- 
ductor (rau 了 apellmeisterin ) had brought her the fulflment 
of her dearest wishes，and all those things which conspired to 
make my work in this o 值 cial post so intolerable to me，were to 
her no more than so many threats directed against her smug 
content.。 工 he course 工 had adopted with regard to Ta7z7j6azlser 
had already made her doubtful of my sucecess at the theatres， 
and had robbed her of al courage and confdence in our future. 
工 he more 工 deviated from the path which she regarded as the 
only profitable one，due partly to the change of my views 
(which I grew ever less willing to communicate to her)，and 
partly to the modification in my attitude towards the stage, the 
more 8he retreated from that position of close fellowship with me 
which she had enjoyed in former years， and which she thought 
herself justifed in connecting in some way with my successes。 

She looked upon my conducet with regard to thbe Dresden 
catastrophe 838 the outcome of this deviation from the right 
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pathb，and attributed it to the infuence of unscrupulous per 
80n8 (particularly the unfortunate Rickel)，who were sup- 
posed to have dragged me with them to ruin，by appealing 
to Iy vanity。 Deeper than all these disagreements，however, 
whbich，after al，were concerned only with external circum- 
stances， WwWa8 the consclousness of our fundamental incom- 
patibility，which to me had become ever more and more 
&pparent since the day of our reconciliation。 了 rom the very 
beginning we had had scenes of the most violent description ; 
never Once after these frequent quarrelg had she admitted 
herself in the wrong or tried to be friends again。 

The necessity of speedily restoring our domestic peace，88 
well as my conviction (confrmed by every one of her extrava- 
gant outbursts) that in view of the great disparity of our 
characters 8nd especially of our educations，it devolved upon 
Ime to prevent such scenes by observing great caution in my 
behaviour，always led me to take the entire blame for what 
had happend upon myself，and to mollify Minna by showing 
her that 工 was soIT7.。 Unfortunately，and to my intense grief， 
工 Was forced to recognise that by acting in this way I lost al 
my power over her affections，and especially over her character. 
Now we stood in 8 position in which 工 could not possibly-resort 
to the same means of reconciliation, for it would have meant my 
being inconsistent in al my views and actions。 And then 工 
found myself confronted by such hardness in the woman whom 
I 工 had spoilt by Imy leniency, that it was out of the question to 
expect her to acknowledge the injustice done to myself. Suffcee 
it to 88y thbat the wreck of zy married life had contributed not 
inconsiderably to the rulin of my position in Dresden，and to 
the careless manner in which 工 treated it, for instead of fnding 
help，astrengthb，and consolation at home，I found my wife 
Unwittingly conspiring against me， in league with al the other 
hostile circumstances Which then beset me。 After 工 had got 
over the first shock of her heartless behaviour， 工 was absolutely 
clear about this。 工 remember that 工 did not suffer any great 
SOrrOW，bnut that on hbe contrary，with the conviction of being 
Dow quite hel]pless，an almost exalted calm came over me When 
I realised that up to the present my life had been built on 8& 
foundation of sand and nothbhing more， At all events,， thbe fact 
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that I stood absolutely alone did much towards restoring my 
peace of mind，and in my distress 工 now found strength and 
comfort even in the fact of my dire poverty。 At last assistance 
arrived from Weimar。 工 accepted it eagerly，and it was the 
means of extricating me from my present useless life and， 
stranded hopes. 

My next move was to find a place of refuge 一 one， however， 
which had but little attraction for me，seeing that in it there 
Was not the slightest hope of my being able to make any 
further headway in the paths along which 工 had hitherto 
progressed。 Ihis refuge was Ziirich，a town devoid of all art 
in the publice sense，and where for the first time 工 met simple- 
hearted people who knew nothing about me 88 a musician，bnut 
who，as it appeared，felt drawn towards me by the power of 
Imy personality alone。 工 arrived at Miiller's house and asked 
him to let me have 8 roomy at the same time giving him what 
remained of my capital，namely twenty francs。 工 quickly 
discovered that my old friend was embarrassed by my perfectly 
open confdence in him, and that he was at his wit?s end to know 
what to do with me， 工 soon gave up the large room containing 
a grand piano，which he had allotted to me on the impulse of the 
moment，and retired to 8 modest jlittle bedroom。 工 he meals 
Were Iny great trial，not because 工 was fastidious，but because 
I_ could not digest thbem。 Outside my friend's house，on the 
contrary,， 工 enjoyed what，considering the habits of the locality， 
was the most ljuxurious reception。 工 he same young men whbo 
had been 8o kind to me on my first ]ourney through Ziirich 
again showed themselves anxious to be continually in my 
company，8and thls wW88 especially the case with one young 
fellow called Jakob Sulzer.。 He had to be thirty years of age 
before he was entitled to become 8& member of the Ziirich 
government，and he therefore still had several years to Wait。 
In spite of his youth，however，the impression he made on al 
those with whom he came in contact was that of a man of riper 
years，Wwhose character was formed.。 When 工 was asked long 
afterwards whether 工 had ever met 8 man Who，morally 
speaking，w88 the beau-ideal of real character and uprightness， 
I could, on reflection, think of none other than this newly gained 
friend, Jakob Sulzer. 
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He owed his early appointment as permanent Cantonal Secre- 
tary (laatsscjpretber)，one of the most excellent government 
posta in the canton of Ziirich，to the recently returned liberal 
party，led by Alfred 了 scher.。 As this party coud not employ 
the more experienced members of the older conservative 8ide 
in the pubjlice o 值 ces，thelir policy was to choose exceptionally 
gifted young men for these positions。 Sulzer showed extra- 
ordinary promise，and their choice accordingly soon lighted on 
him。 He had only just returned from the Berlin and Bonn 
universities with the intention of establishing himself as 
professor of philology at the university in hig native towp， 
when he was made a member of the new government.。 TIo fit 
himsejlf for his post he had to stay in Geneva for six months to 
perfect himself in the rench ljanguage，which he had neglected 
during his philological studies。 He was quick-witted and 
industrious，88 well as independent and frm，and he never 
allowed himself to be swayed by any party tactics。 Conse- 
quently he rose very rapidly to high positions in the govern- 
ment，to_ which he rendered valuable and important services， 
first a8 Minister of FEinance, a post he held for many years， and 
later with particular distinction as member of the School Federa- 
tion。 瑟 18 Unexpected acquaintance with me seemed to Place 
him in a sort of qilemma; from the philological and classical 
studies whlieh he had entered upon of his own choice，he sud- 
denly found himself torn away in the most bewildering manner 
by this Unexpected summons from the government. It almost 
seemed 8s jif his meeting with me had made him regret having 
accepted the appointment。 As he was 8 person of great cujlture， 
my poemy, Sterjfmeds Death, naturally revealed to him my know- 
ledge of German antiquity。 He had also studied this subject， 
but with greater philological accuracy than 工 could possibly 
have aspired to When，later on，he became acquainted with 
Iy manner of writing music, this peculiarly serlous and reserved 
man became so thoroughly interested in my sphere of art， so far 
removed from his own field of labour，that，as he himself con- 
fessed，he felt 让 his duty to fght against these disturbing 
infuences by being intentionally brusque and curt with ze. 
JIn the beginning of my stay in Ziirieh，however，he delighted 
in being led some distance astray in the realms of art TIhe 
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old-fashioned o 伍 cial residence of the first Cantonal Secretary 
was often the scene of unique gatherings，composed of people 
such 8a8 工 would be sure to attract。 It might even be said that 
these social functions occurred rather more frequently than Was 
advisable for the reputation of a civil servant of this little 
philistine state。 What attracted the musiclian Baumgartner 
more particularly to these meetings was the producet of Sulzers 
vineyards in Winterthur，to which our hosts treated hisg guests 
with the greatest 1iberality. When in my moods of mad 
exuberance 工 gave vent in dithyrambic effusions to my most 
extreme views on art and life, my listeners often responded in a 
manner which，more often than not， 工 was perfectjy right in 
a8cribing to the effects of the wine rather than to the power of 
my enthusiasm。 Once when Professor 了 ttmiiller, the Germanist 
and 玉 dda scholar, had been invited to listen to a reading of my 
Siregfried and had been led home in a state of ielancholy 
enthusiasm，there was 8 regular outburst of wanton 8pirits 
among those who had remained behind。 工 conceived the absurd 
idea of lifting al the doors of the state o 伍 cial se house o 企 their 


Herr 互 agenbuch，another servant of the state，seeing what 
exertion this cost me，offered me the heljp of hisg gigantic 
physique，and with comparative ease We Succeeded in removing 
every 8ingle door，and laying it aside，& proceeding at which 
Sulzer merely smijled good-naturedly.。 The next day，however， 
when we made inquiries，he told us that the replacing of those 
doors (which mnust have been 8a terrible strain on his delicate 
constitution ) had taken him the whole night, as he had made up 
his mind to keep the knowledge of our orgies from the sergeant， 
who always arrived at a very early hour in the morning. 

The extraordinary birdjike freedom of my existence had the 
effect of exciting me more and more。 工 was often frightened 
at he excessive outbursts of exaltation to whlich 工 was prone 
一 Do matter whom 工 was with 一 and which led me to Indulge in 
thbe Imost extraordinary paradoxes in my conversation。 Soon 
after 工 bad settljed in Ziirich 工 began to write down my various 
ideas about things at which 工 bad arrived through my private 
and artistic experiences，8s well as through the infuence of the 
political unrest of the day。 As 工 had no choice but to try，to 
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the best of my ability, to earn something by my pem 工 thbought 
of sending a seriles of articles to a great Erench journal such as 
the NattozCl，which in those days was still extant。 JIm these 
articljes 工 meant to propound my ideas (in my revolutionary 
way) on the subject of modern art in its relation to society. 
TI sent six of them to an elderly friend of mine，Albert Franck， 
requesting him to have them transjated into French and to get 
them published. 工 hie ranck was the brother of the better- 
known Hermnann ranck，now the head of tbhe Franco-Glerman 
bookselljing frm，which had originally belonged to my brother- 
in-ljaw，Avenarius。 He sent me back my work with the very 
natural remark that it was out of the question to expect the 
了 arisian publie to understand or appreciate Iny articles，especi- 
ally at such a critical moment。 

工 headed the manuscript 天 zsf WCG 瓦 evyoluti00 〔〈Art and 
Revolution ") and sent it to Otto Wigand in Leipzig，who 
actually undertook to publish it in the form of a pamphlet and 
sent Ine fve louis d?or for it. . This unexpected suocess induced 
me to continue to exploit my literary gifts， 工 looked among my 
papers for the essay 工 had written the year before as the ouft- 
come of my historical studies of the “Nibelungen legend; 工 
gave 过 the title of 了 Die Nipeluzgem 了 丽 eltlgescjhtcjte au Cer 
aqe,， and again tried my luck by sending it to Wigand. 

The sensational title of 素 wnst 2d 羽 evo1utioxz， as well as the 
notoriety the “royal conductor ”had gained 88 8 political 
refugee，had made the radical publisher hope that the scandal 
that woud arise on the publication of my artlicleg would re- 
dound to his benefit! 工 soon discovered that he was on thbe 
point of issuing a second edition of 玉 tost WCG 忆 evolutao， with- 
out，however，informing me of the fact。 He also took over my 
new pamphjlet for another frve louis dor. IThisg was the first 
time 工 had earned money by means of publlshed work，and 工 
nowW began to believe that 工 had reached that point when 工 
should be able to get the better of my mlsfortunes。 工 thought 
it over, and decided to give publie lectures in Ziirich on subjects 
related to my writings during the comjng winterz，hoping ii 
that free and haphazard fashion to keep body and sou]l together 
for a littlje while，although 工 had no fxed appointment and did 
not intend to work at music. 
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It seemed necessary for me to resort to these means, a8 Idid 
not know how otherwise to keep Imyself alive。 Shortiy after 
my arrival in Ziirich 工 had witnessed the coming of tbhe frag- 
ments of the Baden army，dispersed over Swiss territory，and 
accompanied by fugitive volunteers, and this had made a painful 
and Uncanny impression upon me IThe news of the surrender 
near Villagos by Girgey paralysed the last hopes as to the issue 
of the great 了 uropean struggle for liberty，which so far had 
been left quite undecided。 With some miagiving and anxlety 
I now turned my eyes from all these occurrences in the outside 
world inwards to my own 8oUl 

I 工 was accustomed to patronise the caf6 ttbrazre，where 工 
took my coffee after my heavy mid-day meal，in & smoky 
atmosphere surrounded by a merry and ]joking throng of 
men playing dominoes and “fast” One day 工 stared at 
its common Wall-paper representing antique 8subjectes，which 
in some inexplicable way recalled a certain Water-colour by 
Glenelli to my mind，portraying “The education of Dionysos 
by the Mnuses.” 工 had seen it at the house of my brother- 
in-law Brockhaus in my young days，and it had made a deep 
impression on me at the time。 At this same place 工 conceived 
the first ideas of my 瓦 WStOe1l Cer OUWU1tU1fL (The Art-Work 
of the Euture ")，and it seemed & signifticant omen to me to 
be roused one day out of one of my post-prandial dreams by 
the news that Schrbder-Dervrient was staying in Ziirieh。 卫 
immediately got up with the intention of calling on her at the 
nelghbouring hotel “Zum Sechwerte”but to my great dismay 
heard that she had just left by steamer。 工 never Saw her again， 
and ljong afterwards onl]y heard of her painful death from my 
wife，who in later years became fairljy intimate with her i 
Dresden. 

After 工 had spent two remarkable summez months in this 
wild and extracrdinary fashion，I at last received reassuring 
news of Minna，who had remained in Dresden。 Although her 
manner of taking leave of me had been both harsh and wounding， 
Tcould not bring myself to believe I had completely parted from 
her.。 In a letter I 工 wrote to one of her relations，and which I 
presumed they would forward，I made sympathetic inquiries 
about her，while 工 had already done all that lay in my power， 
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through repeated appeals to Liszt，to ensure her being well 
cared for. 工 now recelved a direct reply，which, in addition to 
the fact that it testified to the vigour and activity with which 
she had fought her di 鱼 culties，at the same time showed me that 
she earnestly desired to be reunited withb me。 It was almost 
in terms of contempt that she expressed her grave doubts as to 
the possibility of my being able to make a living in Ziirich，bnut 
she added that，inasmuch as she was my wife, she wished to give 
me another chance。 She also seemed to take it for granted that 
I intended making Ziirich only our temporary home，and that 
I 工 would do my utmost to promote my career 88 8 composeT 
of opera in Parisg.。 Whereupon she announced her intention of 
arriving at Rorschach in Switzerland on 8a certain date in 
September of thbat year，in the company of the littlje dog Peps， 
the parrot 了 apo，and her so-caljed sister Nathalie， After 
having engaged two rooms for our new home， 工 now prepared 
to set out on foot for St. Gall and Rorschach through the lovely 
and celebrated Toggenburg and Appenzell and felt very toucehed 
after al when the peculiar family，which consisted half of pet 
animals，landed at the harbour of Rorschach. 工 must honestly 
confess that the little dog and the bird made me very happy- 
My wife at once threw cold water on my emotions，however，by 
declaring that in the event of my behaving badly again she wa8 
ready to return to Dresden any moment，and that she had 
numerous friends there，who would be glad to protect and 
succour her 计 she were foroced to carry out her threat。 Be this 
8a8 it may，one look at her convinced me how greatly she had 
aged in this short time，and how much I ought to pity her， 
and thia feeling succeeded in banishing all bitterness from my 
beart. 

I did my utmost to give her confdence and to make her 
believe that our present misfortones were but Imomentary-. 
This was no easy task，as she would constantly compare the 
diminutive aspect of the town of Ziirich with the more noble 
majesty of Dresden，and seemed to feel bitterly humiliated. 
The friends whom I introduced to her found no favour in her 
eyes。 She looked upon the Cantonal Secretary，Sulzer，as 8 
“mere town clerk who woulqd not be of any importance im 
Germany :; and the wife of my host Miiler absolutely dis- 
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gusted her when，in angwer to Minna's complainte about my 
terrible position，she replied that my greatness lay in the very 
fact of my having faced it。 Then again Minna appeased me 
by telling me of the expected arrival of some of my Dresden 
belongings，whbich she thought would be indispensable to ovr 
new home. 

The property of which she spoke consisted of a Breitkopf and 
耳 irtel grand-piano that looked better than it sounded，and of 
the“title-page ”of the Nazbeungen by Cornelius in a Gothic 
frame that used to hang over my desk in Dresden. 

With this nucleus of household effects we now decided to take 
small l]odgings in the so-called “hinteren 玉 scherhiusern ”in the 
Zeltweg. With great cleverness Minna had succeeded in selling 
tbe Dresden furniture to advantage, and out of the proceeds of 
this sale she had brought three hundred marks with her to 
Ziirich to help towards setting up our new home， She told me 
that she had saved my small but very select library for me by 
giving it into the safe custody of the publigher， Heinrich Brock- 
haus (brother of my sisters husband and member of the Saxon 
Diet)，who had insisted upon looking after it Great therefore， 
was her dismay when， upon asking this kind friend to send her 
the books，he replied that he was holding them as security for 
a debt of ffteen hundred marks which 工 had contracted with him 
during my days of trouble in Dresden, and that he intended to 
keep them until that sum Was returned. As even after the 
lapse of many years I found it impossible to refund this money， 
these books，collected for my own 8pecial wante，wWere lost to 
me for ever. 

Thanks more particularly to my friend Sulzer, the Cantonal 
Secretary，whom my wife at first desplsed so much on account 
of his title which she misunderstood ,and who，although he was 
far from well-o 企 himself, thought it only natural that he shoujld 
help me，however moderately，out of my di 人 鱼 culties，we soon 
succeeded in making our little place look so cosy that my simple 
Ziirich friends felt quite at home in it。， My wife， with all her 
undeniable talentes，here found ample scope in which to dis- 
tinguish herself，and 工 remember how ingeniously she made a 
little what-not out of the box in which she had kindly brought 
my music and manuscript to Ziirich. 
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But 让 was soon time to think of how to earn enough money 
to provide for us all My idea of giving public lectures was 
treated with contempt by my wife，who looked upon it as an 
insujlt to her pride。 She could acquiesce only in one Plan that 
suUggested by Lisztb namely，that 工 should write an opera for 
了 Paris。 To satisfy her，and in view of the fact that 工 could see 
no chance of a remunerative occupation close at hand， 工 actu- 
ay reopened a correspondence on this matter with my great 
friend and his secretary Belloni in Paris。 In tbhe meantime 工 
could not be idje， so 工 accepted an invitation from the Ziirich 
musical society to conduet a classical composition at one of their 
concerts, and to this end 工 worked with their very poor orchestra 
at Beethoven's Symphony in A major。 Although the result 
wa8 Successful，and 工 recelved five napoleons for my trouble， 
it made my wife very Unhbhappy，for she could not forget tbe 
excellent orchestra，and the much more appreciative public， 
which a short time before in Dresden would have seconqded and 
rewWarded similar eftorts on Imy part 也 er one and only ideal 
for me was thbat by hook or by erook, and with a total disregard 
of all artistie scruples，I should make a brilliant reputation for 
myself in Paris。 While we were both absolutely at a loss to 
discover whence we should obtain the necessary funds for our 
journey to Paris and our sojourn there，I again plunged into 
my philosophical study of art 88 being the only sphbhere still leftt 
open to Ime。 

了 arrassed by tbe cares of a terrible struggle for existence, 工 
wrote the whole of Das 开 zwrist0erg der QUazift in the chilly 
atmosphere of a sunless little room on the ground foor during 
the months of November and December of that year.。 Minna 
had no objection to this occupation when TI told her of the suc- 
ces8 of my first pamphjlet and the hope 工 had of receiving even 
better pay for this more extensive work， 

Ihus for a while I enjoyed_ comparative peace，although in 
Imy heart a spirit of unrest had begun to reign，thanks to my 
growing acquaintance with 下 euerbach's works。 工 hadq always 
had an inclination to fathom the depths of philosophy，just as 
工 had been led by the mystic influence of Beethoven”s Ninth 
Symphony to search the deepest recesses of music， My first 
efforts at satisfying this longing had failed。 None of the Leipzig 
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professors had succeeded in fascinating me with theirz lectures 
on fundamental philosophy and logic.。 工 had procured 
Schelling's work，7TYrarascendentaly Tadealtsz， recommended to me 
by Gustav Sohlesinger，a friend of Laube”s，but it was in vain 
that 工 racked my braings to try and make something out of the 
frst pages，and 工 always returned to my Ninth Symphony. 

During the latter part of my stay in Dresden 工 had returned 
to these old studies，the longing for which suddenljy revived 
within me，and to these 工 added the deepezr historical studies 
which hadq always fascinated me。 As an introduction to phil- 
o8ophy I now chose Hegel's PNjptosophy oF 万 tslory。 A good deal 
of this impressed me deeply，and it now seemed as if 工 sahoujld 
Ultimately penetrate into the Holy of Holies along this bath. 
The more incomprehensible many of his speculative conclusions 
appeared, the more I felt myself desirous of probing tbhe question 
of the “人 Absolute : and everything connected therewith to the 
core。 or 工 so admired Hegels powerful mind that it seemed 
to me he was the very keystone of all philosophical thought 

The revolution intervened; the practical tendencies of a 
8ocial reconstruction distracted my attention，and as 工 have 
already estated，it was 8 German Catholie priest and political 
agitator (formerly a divinity student named Menzqdorf，who 
used to wearz 8 COalabrian hat)1 who drew Imy attention to “the 
only real philosopher of modern times ”Ludwig Feuerbach. 
My new Ziirich friend, the piano teacher，Wilhelm Baumgartner， 
made me 8 present of Eeuerbach's book on Tod WiCZ Umster- 
bizchkexd (Death and Immortality ”)。 The well-known and 
stirring ]yrical style of the author greatly fascinated me as & 
layman。 The intricate questions Which he propounds in this 
book as jf they were being discussed for the first time by him， 
and which he treats in a charmingly exzhauastive manner，had 
often occupied my mind since the very first dqays of my ac- 
qduaintance with Lehrs in 了 Paris，just as they occupy the mind 
of every imaginative and serious mman。 With me however, this 
Was not lasting，and 工 had contented myself with the poetic 
suggestions on thbese important subjects which appear here and 
there in the works of our great poets. 


1 Abroad-rimnmed, tal, white felt hat, tapering ttoa point, originally worn by 
the inbhabitante of Calabria, and in 1848 a sign of Repubiicanigm. 一 了 Drroa， 
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The frankness with which Feuerbach explaing his views om 
these interesting questions，in the more mature partsg of his 
book，Ppleased me 88 much by their tragic 88 by their social- 
radical tendencies。 It seemed right that the only true im- 
mortality should be that of sublime deeds and great works of 
art It was Inore di 值 oult to sustain any interesgt in Das 风 esem 
des Ojhrtsterdhaos (The 了 ssence of Christianity ”) by the same 
author，for 让 was impossible whilst reading this work not to 
become consclious，however involuntarily，of the prolixz and 
unaskilful manner in which he dilates on the simple and fundqa- 
mental idea, namely, relligion exzplained from a purely subjectave 
and psychological point of view。 Nevertheless，from that day 
onward 工 always regarded EFeuerbach as the ideal exponent 
of the radical release of the individual from the thraldom of 
accepted notions，founded on the belief in authority。 工 he 
initiated will therefore not wonder that I dedicated my 互 txsft 
er der OUau1ift to 下 euerbach and addressed its preface to him. 

My friend Sulzer, a thorough disciple of Hegel, was very sorry 
to see me 80 interested in euerbach，whom he did not even 

ise 88 8 phjilosopher at all。 了 e said that the best thing 
that 了 euerbach had done for me was that he had been the means 
of awakening Imy ideas，although he himself had none。 But 
what had really induced me to attach so much importance to 
euerbach was the conelusion by means of which he bad seceded 
from his master Hegel, to wit， that the best philogsophy was to 
have no philosophy 一 8 theory which greatly simpliftied whbat 工 
had formerly considered a very terrifying study 一 and secondjy， 
thbhat only that was real which could be ascertained by the 
8en8e8。 

The fact hat he proclaimed what we call spirit ”to be an 
sesthetic perception of ouTr senses，together with his statement 
concerning the futility of philosophy 一 these were the twothings 
in him which rendered me such useful assistance inp my con- 
ceptions of an all-embracing work of art，of a perfect drama 
which shoud appeal to the slimplest and most purely human 
emotions at the very moment when it approached its fuflmentk 
88 羽 Vstfa0e71 Cer Guipaof。 工 must have been this which 
Sulzer hadq in his mind when he spoke deprecatingly of Feuer- 
bach s inftuence over me。 At all events, after a while I certainly 


PLANS EOR PARIS 523 


counld not return to his works，and 工 remember that his newly 
published book，Vpeyr aas 丈 esemn der 玉 eltgiom (Lectures on the 
Essence of Religion ')，scared me to such an extent by the 
dullness of its title alone，that when 酝 erwegh opened it for 
my benefit 工 closed it with a bang Under his very nose。 

At that time 工 was working with great enthusiasm Upon the 
draft of a connected essay, and was delighted one day to receive 
a Visit from the novelist and Tieckian scholar, 卫 duard von Biilow 
(the father of my young friend Biilow)，who was passing 
through Ziirich。 Im my tiny jittle room 工 read him my chapter 
on poetry，and could not heljp noticing thbat he was greatly 
startled at my ideas on jliterary drama and on the advent of 
the new Shakespeare。 工 thought this all the more reason Why 
Wigand the publisher should accept my new revolutionary book， 
and expected him to pay me 8a fee which would be in proportion 
to the greater 8ize of the work. 工 asked for twenty lous d'or， 
and this sum he agreed to pay me. 

工 he prospect of receiving this amount induced me to carry 
out the plan，which need had forced upon me of travelling to 
Paris and of trying my luck there as a composer of opera. 
This Plan had very serious drawbacks; not only did I hate the 
idea，but 工 knew that 工 was doing an injustice to myself by 
believing in the success of my enterprise, for Ifelt that I ecould 
mnever 8seriously throw myself into 让 heart and soul. 了 very- 
thing，however，combined to make me try the experiment，and 
it wa8 Liszt in particular who，confdent of this being my only 
way to fame，insisted upon my reopening the negotiations into 
whieh Belloni and I 工 had entered during the previous summer. 
工 o show with what earnestness I tried to consider the chanoes 
of carrying out my plan， II drafted out the plot of the opera， 
which the French poet would only have to pnt into verse，be- 
cause 工 neverz for a moment fancied that it would be possible 
for him to think out and write a libretto for which I would only 
need to compose the music。 Ichose for my subject the legend 
of 环 teand der Sojhrized， npon which I commented with some 
stress at the end of my recently fmnished 尼 zrstaoer 有 z der Zai1auinift， 
and the version of which by Simrock, taken from the Wilkyna 
legend，had greatly attracted me. 

| sketehed out the complete scenario with precise indication 
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of the dialogue for three acts, and with a heavy heart decided to 
hand it over to my Parisian author to be worked out.。 Liszt 
thought he saw a meangs of making my musie known thbrough 
his relations with Seghers, the musical qirector of a society tbhen 
known as the “Oonoerte de St O6cjle.” In January of the fol- 
lowing year the TayrmjiitLser Overture was to be given Under his 
baton，and it therefore seemed advisable that 工 shounld reach 
了 Paris some time before this event. This undertaking，which 
appeared to be so di 伍 cult owing to my compjlete lack of funds， 
Was at last facilitated in a manner quite unexpected。 

I had written home for heljp，and had appealed to aD the old 
friends II could think of，but in vain。 By the family of my 
brother Albert in particular, whose daughter had recently entered 
upon 8a brilliant theatrical career， 工 was treated in Imuch the 
same Way 88 one treats an invalid by whom one dreads to become 
infected。 JIn contrast to their harshness 工 was deeply touched 
by the devotion of the Ritter family，who had remained in 
Dresden ; for，apart from my acquaintance with young 及 ar]， 
工 scarcely knew these people at al Through the kindness of 
Imy old friend 瓦 eine，who had been informed of my position， 
Erau Julie Ritter，the venerable mother of the family，had 
thought it her duty to place，through a business friend，the 
sUm of ffteen hundred marks at my disposal At about the 
same time 工 received a jletter from Mme。 Laussot who had 
called upon me in Dresden the year before，and who now in 
thbe most affecting terms assured me of her continued sympathy. 

工 hese were the first signs of that new phase in my 1hfe upon 
which II entered from this day forth, and in which 工 accustomed 
myself to look upon the outward circumstances of my existence 
88 being merely subservient to my will And by this means 
工 wa8 able to escape from the hampering narrowness of my 
home life. 

or the moment the proffered fnanceial assistance was ver7 
distasteful to me, for it seemed to forbid my raising any further 
objections to the realisation of the detested Parig schemes. 
When，however，on the strength of this favourable change in 
my affairs，I suggested to my wife that we might after al， 
content ourselves with remaining in Ziirieh，she few into the 
most violent passion over my weakness and lack of spirit and 
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declared that 让 IT did not make up my mind to achieve some- 
thing in Paris, she would lose all faith in me、 She said, more- 
over,， that she absolutely refused to be a witness of my mlsery 
and grief as 8 wretched literary man and insignificant con- 
ductor of local concerts in Ziirich. 

We had entered upon the year 1850; 工 had decided to go to 
Paria， 这 only for the gake of peace，but had to postpone Imy7 
journey on account of 订 -health。 The reaction following upon 
the terrible excitement of recent times had not failed to have 
ite effect on my overwrought nerves，8and 8a state of complete 
exhaustion had followed， The continual colds, in spite of which 
I hadqd been obliged to work in my very unhealthy room，had 
at last_ given rise to alarming symptoms。 A oertain weakness 
of the chest became apparent and this the docetor (a pojitical 
refugee) undertook to cure by the application of piteh plasters. 
As the result of this treatment and the irritating effect it had 
upon my nerves, T ljost my voice completely for a while; where- 
upon 工 was told that 工 must go away for a change。 On going 
out to buy my ticeket for the journey,，I felt so weak and broke 
out into such terrible perspiration that 工 hastened to return 
to my wife in order to consult her as to the advisability，i 
the circumstances，of abandoning the idea of the expedition 
altogether. She，however，maintained (and perhape rightly) 
not only that my condition was not dangerous，but that it wW88 
to a large extent due to imaginationy and hab onoe in the right 
place， 工 would soon recover. 

An inexpressible feeling of bitterness stimulated my nervee 
as in anger and despair 工 quickly left the house to buy the 
confounded ticket for the journey，and in the beginning of 
Kebruary I actually started on the road to Paris。 工 was flled 
with the most extraordinary feelings，but the spark of hope 
which was then kindled in my breast certain]ly had nothing what- 
everz to do with the belief that had been imposed upon me from 
without，that I was to make a success in Paris as a compoeer 
of operaas. 

工 was particunjarly anxious to fnd quiet rooms, for peace had 
nowW become my first necessity， no matter where I happened to 
be staying. The cabman who drove me from street to street 
through the most isolated quarters，and whom II at last accused 
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of keeping always to the most animated parts of the city, fnally 
protested ip despair that one did not come to Paris to live in a 
convent。 At last it occurred to me to look for what 工 wanted 
in one of the ctks through which no vehicle seemed to drive, and 
I decided to engage rooms in the Cit6 de Provence. 

True to the plans which had been forced upon me, TI at once 
called on Herr Seghers about the performance of the TanyujiiiazLser 
Overture. 

It turned out that in spite of my late arrival I had missed 
nothing，for they were still racking theiz brains as to how to 
procure the necessary orchestral parta. 

工 therefore had to write to Liszt，asking him to order the 
copies，and had to wait for their arrival Belloni was not im 
towm things were therefore at a standstill，and 工 had plenty of 
time to think over the object of my visit to 了 Paris，while an 
unceasing accompaniment was poured out to my meditations 
by the barrel-organs which infest the css of Paris. 

I had much difRculty in convincing an agent of the govern- 
ment，from whom 工 recelived a _ visit soon after my arrival， that 
Imy presence in Paris was due to artistic reasons, and not to my7 
doubtful position as a political refugee- 

Hortunately he was impressed by the score，which I eahowed 
him，as well as by Liszt'a article on the ZaynyzjiazLser Overture， 
written the year before in the vol des 1bbats, and he left 
me，politely inviting me to continue my avocations peacefully 
and industriously，as the police had no intention of disturbing 
me. 

I also looked up my older Parisian acquaintances。 At the 
hospitable house of Despjlkchins 工 met Semper，who was trying 
to make his position as tolerable as possible by writing some 
inferior artistic work。 He had left his family in Dresden, from 
which town we soon received the most alarming news。 The 
prisons were gradually fling there with the unfortunate vic- 
tims of the recent Saxzon movement Of Rickel，Bakunin， and 
Heubner，all we could hear was that they had been charged 
with high treason，8and that they were awaiting tbe death 
Sentence. 

In view of the tidingse which continually arrived concerning 
the cruelty and brutality with which the soldiers treated the 
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prisoners，we could not help considering our own jlot a very 
happy one. 

My interecourse with Semper，whom 工 saw frequently，was 
generally enlivened by a gaiety which was occaslionaljly of rather 
8 Tisky nature;j he was determined to rejoin his family in 
London，where the prospect of various appointments was open 
to him. My latest attempts at writing，8nd the thoughts ex- 
pressed in my work，interested him greatly，and gave Tise to 
animated conversations in which we were joined by 及 ietz，who 
wa8 at first amusing，but evidently boring Semper considerably- 
工 found the former in the identical position in which 工 had 
left him many years ago: he had madqde no headway with his 
painting， and woud have been glad if the revolution had taken 
8 Imore decided turn，80 that，Uunder cover of the general con- 
fusion，he might have escaped from hie embarrassing position 
with his landlord.。 互 e made at this time quite a good pastel 
portrait of me in his very best and earliest style。 While 工 was 
sitting 工 unfortunately spoke to him about my Das 到 tasfn0e76 
der OUjaizift and thereby laid the foundation for him of troubles 
that lasted many years，8s he tried to instil my new ideas into 
the Parisian bourgeoisie at Whose tables he had hitherto been 
8 welcome guest. Notwithstanding，he remained as of old a 
good, obliging，true-hearted fellow，and even Semper could not 
help putting up with him cheerfully。 工 also looked up my 
friend Anders。 It was a di 伍 cult matter to fnd him at any 
hour of the day，since out of sleeping hours he was closeted in 
tbe ]ibrary， where he could receive no one, and afterwards retired 
to the reading-room to spend higs hours of rest，and generally 
went to dine with certain bourgeois families where he gave 
muslic lesson8s。 卫 e had aged considerably，but I 工 was glad to 
fnd him，comparatively speaking，in better health than the 
state in whlieh II had last seen him had allowed me to hope，as 
when 工 left Paris before he had seemed to be 也 a decline. 
Curiously enough, a broken leg had been the means of improving 
his health，the treatment necessary for it having taken him to 
a hydro, where his condition had muceh improved。 His one idea 
WwWa8 to 8ee me achieve 8 great success in Paris，and he wished 
to secure 8 seat ip advance for the first performance of my 
0pera，wWhich he took for granted was to appear，and kept re- 
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peating 包 bat it would be so very trying for him to ooccupy 8& 
place in any part of the theatre where there would be likely to 
be a cerush。 He could not see the use of Imy present literar7 
work; in spite of this 工 was again engaged on it exclusgively， 
88 工 80an ascertained there was no likelihood of my overture 
to Tanmnjhitser being produoced。 Liszt had shown the greatest 
zeal in obtaining and forwarding the orchestral parts; but Herr 
Seghers informed me that as far as hlis own orchestra wa8 con- 
cerned， he found himself in a republican democracy where each 
instrument had an equal right to voice its opinion，and it bad 
been unanimously decided that for the remainder of the winter 
se880nD，wWhich was now drawing to &a close，my overture could 
be dispensed with 工 gathered enough from this tarn of affairs 
to realise hovw precarious my position WaS. 

It is true，the result of my writinge was hardly less discour- 
aging A copy of the Wigana edition of my 开 twosttperg der 
Zrgift was forwarded to me full of horrible misprints，and 
instead of the expected remuneration of twenty louis dor，my 
publisher exzplained thbat for the present he could onljy pay me 
half this sum，as，owing to the fact that at first the sale of the 
天 tsl 2d 尼 eyolutao had been very rapid，he had been jleda to 
attach too high a commercial value to my writings，&a Imjstake 
he had speedily discovered when he found there was no demand 
for 刀 ve NiDeyungem 

On the other hand，I received an offer of remunerative work 
from Adolph 玉 olatechek，who was also a fugitive，andq was just 
going to bring out aa German monthly journal as the organ 
of the progressive party. In response to this invitation 工 wrote 
a long essay on 五 Vst td 开 1i0 (〈(Art and Climate ")，im 
which 工 supplemented the ideas 工 had already touched upon 
im my 于 7sla0e71 der Optsift Besides this 工 hbad，since my 
arrival in Paris，worked out 8 more complete sketch of 机 eand 
Cer gcjpniied，、 It is true that this work had no longer any value， 
and I wondered with apprehension what I could write home to 
my wife，now that the last precious remittance had been so 
aimjlessly gacrifced.。 IThe thbought of returning to bpiirich was 
38 distasteful to me 88 the prospect of remaining any longer 
in Paris。 My feelings with regard to the latterz alternative were 
intensifed by the impression made Upon me by Meyerbeer's 
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opera_ 77Ne Propjet，which had just been produced and which 
I had not heard before。 Rearing itself on the ruins of the hopes 
for new and more noble endeavour which had animated the 
bettezr works of the past year 一 the only result of the negotia- 
tions of the provisional French republie for tbhe encouragement 
of art -一 工 saw this work of Meyerbeer's break upon the world 
like the dawn heralding this day of disgraceful desolation。 工 
was 80 8icokened by this performance, that though 工 was unfortu- 
nately placed in the centre of the stalls and would willingly 
have avoided the disturbance necessarily occeasioned by one of 
the audience moving during the middle of an act，even this 
consideration did not deter me from getting up and leaving the 
house。 When the famous mother of the prophet fnally gives 
vent to her grief in the wel-known series of ridieceulous roulades， 
TI waas flledq with rage and despair at the thought that 工 shoulda 
be called upon to listen to suceh a thing，and never again did 工 
pay the slightest heed to this opera- 

But what was I to do next?9 Just 88s the South American 
republics had attracted me during my first miserable sojourn 
in 了 Paris，80 now my longing was directed towards the 了 ast， 
where I could live my life in a manner worthy of a human 
being far away from this modern world.。 While 工 was in this 
frame of mind 工 was called upon to answer another inquiry 88 
to my state of health from Mme， Laussot ip Bordeaux。 
turned out that my answer prompted her to send me a kind 
8and pressling invitation to go and stay at her house，at least for 
& short time， to rest and forget my troubles。 In any circum- 
stance8 an excurslon to more southerly regions，which 工 had not 
yet seen，and a visit to people who，though utter strangers， 
showed such friendly interest ip me，could not fail to prove 
attractive and fattering。 工 accepted, settled my affairs in Paris， 
and went by coach via Orlkans，Tours，and Angoulame，down 
the Gironde to the unknown town，where 工 was received with 
great courtesy and cordiality by the young wine merchant Eugane 
Laussot, and presented to my sympathetie young friend, his wife. 
A eloser acquaintance with the family， in which Mrs。Taylor， 
Mme. Laussot's mother，was now 8lso ineluded,， led to a clearer 
understanding of the character of the sympathy bestowed upon 
me in such a cordial and unexpected manner by people hitherto 
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Unknown to me。 Jessie，as the young wife was caled at home， 
had，during 8 somewhat lengthy stay in Dresden，become very 
intimate with the Ritter famijily，and 工 had no reason to douhbt 
the assurance given me, that the 工 aussots” interest in me and my 
work was principally owing to this intimacy.。 After my flight 
from Dresden, as soon as the newas of my di 佳 culties had reached 
the Ritters, 8 correspondence had been carried on between Dres- 
den and Bordeaux with a view to ascertaining how best to 
assist me。 Jessie attributed the whole idea to Erau Julie Ritter 
who，while not being well enough o 企 herself to make me a Sn0 伍 - 
cient allowance，was endeavouring to come to an Understanding 
with Jessie's mother, the well-tordo widow of an English lawyer， 
whose income entirely supported the young couple in Bordeaux- 
TIhis plan had so far succeeded，that shortly after my arrival 
in Bordeaux Mrs. Taylor informed me that the two families 
had combined，and that it had been decided to ask me t 
accept the help of three thousand franca a year until the 
return of better days。 My one object now was to enlighten 
Imy benefactors 88 to the exact conditions Under which 工 
should be accepting such assistance。 工 could no longer reckon 
Upon 8chieving any success 388 8 composer of opera either in 
Parisgs or elsewhere; what line 工 should take up instead 工 
did not know; bub at all events，I was determined to keep 
myself free from the disgrace whieh would refect upon my 
whole jife 过 工 used such means 8a8 this offer presented to 
secure Success。 feel sure 工 am not wrong in believing that 
yjJessie wa8 the only one who Understood me，and though 工 
only experlenced kindness from the rest of the family，I soon 
discovered the gulf by which she，as well as myself，was 
separated from her mother and husband. While the husband， 
who was 8 handsome young man，was away the greater part 
of the day attending to his business，and the mothers deafness 
excluded her to &a great extent from ouz conversation8s，wWe 8oon 
discovered by a rapid exchange of ideas that we shared the 
Same opinions On many important matters，and this led to a 
great feeling of friendship between us。 Jessie，who was at 
that time about twenty-two，bore little resemblance to her 
mother，and no doubt took after her father，of whom I heard 
most 人 attering accounts。 A large and varied collection of books 
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left by this man to his daughter showed his tastes，for besides 
carrying on hi8 lucrative profession as 8a ljawyer, he had devoted 
himself to the study of jliterature and sclience。 rom him 
Jessje had also learned German as a child，and she spoke thbat 
language with great fuency。 She had been brought up on 
Grimm;s fairy-tales，and was,， moreover，thoroughly acquainted 
with German poetry，38 wel as with that of England and 
France, and her knowledge of them was 88 thorough as the most 
advanced education could demand. rench literature did not 
appeal to her much.。 Her qulck powers of comprehenslon were 
astonishing。 卫 verything which Itouched upon she immediately 
grasped and assimilated， It was the same with music: she 
read at sight with the greatest facility, and was an accomplished 
player， During her stay in Dresden she had been toldq that 工 
was gstill in sgearch of the pianist who could play Beethoven?”8 
great Sonata in B fat major，and she now astonished me by 
her fnished rendering of thls most di 值 cut plece。 Ihe emotion 
aroused in me by fnding such an exceptionally developed talent 
suddenly changed to anxiety when 工 heard her sing. Her 
sharp，shrill voice，in which there was strength but no real] 
depth of feeling，so shocked me that 工 could not refrain from 
begging her to desist from singing in future。 With regard to 
the execution of the sonata，8he listened eagerly to my instruc- 
tions a8 to how it should be interpreted，though 工 could not 
feel that she would succeed in rendering it according to my， 
ldeas。 工 read her Imy latest essays，and she seemed to under- 
stand even the most extraordinary descriptions perfectly. My 
poem on aeqfreds Tod moved her deeply，but she preferred 
Iy sketeh of 丸 ielaynd der gcjprnased。 She admitted afterwards 
that she would prefer to imagine herself flling the role of 
Wieland's worthy ,bride than to fnd herself in the position and 
forced to endure the fate of Gutrune in Sazeqjfrzed、 It followed 
inevitably that the presence of the other members of the family 
proved embarrassing when we wanted to talk over and discuss 
thbese various subjectes。 If we felt somewhat troubled at having 
to confess to ourselves thbat Mrs. Taylor would certainly never 
be able to understand why 工 was being offered assistance, 工 was 
8fi 了 more disconcerted at realising after a time the complete 
want of harmony between the young couple，particularly from 
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an intellectual point of view. IIhe fact that Laussot had 
for some time been well aware of hisg wife'e dislhike for him 
was plainljy shown when he one day 8o far forgot himself 
as to complain loudly and bitterly that she would not even 
love a cehild of his if she had one, and that he therefore thought 
it fortunate that she was not a mother. Astonigshed and sad- 
dened, Isuddenly gazed into an abyss which was hidden here， 
as jg often the case， Under the appearance of a tolerably happy 
married life. About this time，8nd just as my visib which 
hadq already lasted three weeks，was drawing to 8 close， 工 re- 
ceived a letter from my wife that could not have had a more 
Unfortunate effect on my state of mind. She was，on tbhe 
whole，pleased at my having found new friends，but at tbe 
same time explained that 计 工 did not immediately return to 
Paris，and there endeavour to secure the produetion of my 
overture with the results anticipated，she would not know 
what to think of me，and would certainly fail to understand me 
if 工 returned to Ziirich without having effected my purpose. 
At the same time my depresslion was intensifed in a terrible 
way by a notice in the papers announcing tbat Rickel，Bakunin， 
and Heubner had been sentenced to death，and that the date 
of their execution was fxed， 工 wrote 8 short but stirring letter 
of farewell to the two first, and as 工 saw no possibility of having 
it conveyed to the prisoners，who were confined in the fortress 
of 及 bnigstein， 工 declided to send it to 下 rau von Liitticehau，to 
be forwarded to them by her，because 工 thought she was the 
only person in whose power it might lie to do this for me， 
while at the same time she had su 全 cient generosity and indqe- 
pendence of mindq to enable her to respect and carry out my 
wWlshes,， in spite of any possible difference of opinion she might 
entertain。 工 was told some tme afterwards that Liittichau 
had got hold of the letter and throvwn it into the fre。 For the 
time being this painful impression heljped me to the determina- 
tion to break with every one and everything，to lose all desire 
to learn more of life or of art，and，even at the risk of having 
to endure the greatest privations，to trust to chance and put 
myself beyond the reach of everybody. The small income 
settled upon me by my friende 工 wished to divide between 
myself and my wife，and with my half go to Greece or Asia 
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Minor，and there，Heaven alone knew how，seek to forget and 
be forgotten。 工 communicated this plan to the only confidante 
TI had left to me，chiefy ip order that she might be ablje to 
enljighten my benefactors as to how 工 intended disposing of 
the income they had offered me。 She seemed Pleased with the 
idea，and the resolve to abandon herself to the same fate seemed 
to her also，in her resentment against her positiony to be quite 
am _ easy matter。 She expressed as much by hints and a word 
dropped here and there。 Without clearly realisgsing what 让 
would lead to，and without coming to any Understanding with 
her，I left Bordeaux towardqs the end of April，more excited 
thban soothed in spirit，and fled with regret and anxziety。 工 
returned to Paris, for the time being，stunned and full of un- 
certainty as to what to do nextk 上 eeling very unwell exzhausted， 
and at the same time excited from want of sleep,， 工 reached my 
destination and put up at the 也 0tel Valoisg，where 工 remained 
8 Week，struggling to gain my self-control and to face my 
strange position。 卫 ven 计 工 bad wished to resume the plans 
which had been instrumental in bringing me to Paris，I soon 
convinced myself that little or nothing could be done。 工 was 
flled with distress and anger at being called upon to waste 
Imy energies in 8 direction contrary to my tastes，merely to 
satisfy the unreasonable demands made upon me、 工 was at 
length obliged to answer my wife's last pressing communi- 
cation，and wrote her 8 long and detailed letter in which 工 
kindly，but at the same time frankljy，retraced the whole of our 
life together，and explained that 工 was fully determined to set 
her free from any immediate participation in my fate, as 工 felt 
quite incapable of so 8rranging 让 80 88 to meet with her 
approval. 工 promised her the half of whatever means 工 should 
have at my disposal now or in the future, and told her she mnust 
accept this arrangement with a good grace，because the occasion 
had now arigsen to take that step of parting from me which， 
on ouUI first meeting again in Switzerland，she had declared 
herself ready to do I 工 ended my jletter without bidding her 
a final farewell， 工 thereupon wrote to Bordeaux immediately 
to inform Jessie of the step 工 had taken, though my means did 
not 88 yet aow of my forming any definite plan which 工 
could communicate tp her for my complete flight from the 
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world.。 In return she announced that she was determined to 
do likewise，and asked for my protection，under which she 
intended to Place herseljf when once she had set herself free- 
Much alarmed, Idid all in my power to make her realise bat 
it Was one thing for 8 man，placed in such a desperate situation 
88 Imyself，to cut himsejlf adrift in the face of insurmountable 
di 钙 cujties，but quite another matter for a young woman，at 
leaast to all outward appearances，happily settled，to decide to 
break up her home，for reasons which probably no one except 
myself woud be in a position to understand.， Regarding thbe 
Unconventionality of her resolve in the eyes of the world，shbe 
8a8sUred me that it would be carried out as quietly as possible， 
and that for the present she merely thought of arranging to 
visit her friends the Ritters in Dresden。 工 felt so upset by al 
this that 工 yielded to my eraving for retirement，and sought 让 
at Do great distance from Paris。 Iowards the middqle of April 
工 went to Montmorency，of which 工 had heard many agreeable 
accounts，8nd there sought a modest hiding-place。 With great 
di 佣 culty 工 dragged myself to the outskirts of the little town， 
where the country still bore a wintry aspect，and turned into 
the little strip of garden belonging to 8 wine Inerchant which 
was flled with visitors only on Sundays，and there refreshed 
myself with some bread and cheese and a bottle of wine。 人 
crowd of hens surrounded me and 工 kept throwing them pieces 
of bread, and was touched by the self-sacrificing abstemlousness 
with which the cock gave al to his wives though 工 aimed par- 
tieularly at him。 TIhey became bolder and bolder，and finaly 
few on to the table and attacked my provisionsj the cock few 
after them，and noticing thbat everything was topsy-tarvy， 
pounced upon the cheese with the eagernees of &a craving long 
unsatisfied. When Ifound myself being driven from the table 
by this chaos of futtering wings， 工 was fed with a gaiety 
to which 工 had long been a stranger， 工 jaughed heartiljy，and 
looked round for the signboard of the inn。 工 thereby dis- 
covered thbat my host rejoiced in the name of 了 omo。 Ihis 
seemed a hint from ate, and 工 felt 工 must seek shelter here 
at all costs。 An extraordinarily small and narrow bedroom 
wa88 shown me，which 工 immediately engaged. Besides the 
bed 让 held a rough table and two cane-bottomed chairs。 工 


MINNA COMES TO PARIS 535 


arranged one of these 8a8 a washhand-stand，and on the table 工 
placed some books，writing materials，and the score of Zonen- 
qria，and almost heaved a sigh of content in spite of my ex- 
tremely cramped accommodation。 工 hough the wpather re- 
mained unoertain and the woods with their leafless trees did 
not seem to offer the prospect of very enticing walks，I still 
felt that here there was & possibility of my being forgotten， 
and being also in my turn allowed to forget the events that 
had lately flled me with such desperate anxiety. My old 
artistic instinct awoke again. 工 looked over my ZojpengrYm 
score，8nd quickly decided to send it to Liszt and leave it to 
him to bring it out as best he could. Now that 工 had got rid 
of this score also，I 工 felt as free 88 8 bird and as careless as 
Diogenes about what might befall me， 工 even invited ietz to 
come and stay with me and share the pleasures of my retreat. 
He did actually come，8a8 he had done during my stay 
Meudon; but he found me even more modestly instajled than 
工 had been there， 了 e was qulite prepared to take pot-luck, how- 
ever，8nd cheerfuly slept on an improvised bed，promising to 
keep the world in touch with me upon his return to Paris。 工 
was guddenly startled from my state of complacency by the news 
that Imy wife had come to Paris to look me up， 工 had.an hour;s 
painful struggle with myself to settle the course 工 should pur- 
sue， 8nd decided not to allow the step 工 had taken in regard to 
her to be looked upon as an il -conslidered and excusable vagary. 
I_ left Montmorency and betook myself to 了 Paris，summoned 
Rietz to my hotelj，and instructed bim to tel my wife，who 
had already been trying to gain admittance to him，that he 
knew nothing more of me except that 工 bad left Paris。 The 
poor fellow，who felt as much pity for Minna as for me，wa8 
80O utterly bewildered on this occasion，that he declared that he 
felt as thbough he were the axis upon which all the misery 训 
the world turned. But he apparently realised the signifcanoee 
and importance of my decision，as it was necessary he should， 
and acquitted himself in this delicate matter with inteljigenoe 
and good feeling，Ihat night I left Paris by train for Clermont- 
Tonnerre, from whence 工 tzaveled on to Geneva, there to await 
news from Erau Ritter in Dresden. My exhaustion was such 
that，even had 工 possessed the necessary means，I could not a8 
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yet have contemplated undergoing the fatigue of a long journey。 
By way of gaining time for further developments 工 retired 加 
Villeneuve，at the other end of the Lake of Geneva，where 工 
put up at the 了 0tel Byron，which was qulite empty at the time。 
Here I jearned that 玉 arl Ritter had arrived in Ziirieh，as he 
said he would, with the intention of paying me a visit。 Impress- 
ing upon him the necessity for the strictest secrecy， 工 invited 
him to join me at the Lake of Geneva， and in the second week 
in May we met at the 也 0tel Byron. The characteristie which 
pleased me in him was his absolute devotion， his qulick compre- 
hension of my position and the necessity of Iny resolutions，as 
well as his readiness to submit without question to al my 
arrangements，even where he himself was concerned.， 了 He was 
full of my latest literary efforts，told me what an impression 
they had made on his acquaintances，and thereby induced me 
to spend the few days of rest 工 was enjoying in preparing my 
poem of Seqjfmeds Tod for publication。 

I wrote a short preface dedicating this poem to my frienqs as 
a relic of the time when 工 had hoped to devote myself entirely 
to art and especially to the composition of music。 工 sent thig 
manuscript to Herr Wigand in Leipzig，who retaurned it to me 
after 8ome time with the remark, that 计 工 insisted on ites being 
printed in atin characters he would not be able to sell a single 
copy of 让 ”Later on 工 discovered that he deliberately refused 
to pay me the ten louis d'or due to me for Daus 开 toasltOerz Ger 
ai1ariift which 工 had directed him to send to my wife Dis- 
appointing as all this was， 工 was nevertheless unable to engage 
in any further work, 88 onjy a few daye after 及 arls arrival the 
reajities of life made themselves felt in an unexpected manner， 
most upsetting to my tranquillity of mind。 I received a wildqly 
excited letter from Mme. Laussot to tell me that she had not 
been able to resist telling her mother of her intentions，thbat 
ip 80 doing she had immediately aroused the suspicion that 
I was to blame，and in consequencee of this her disclosure had 
been communicated to M. Laussotb who vowed he would search 
everywWwhere forz me in orderz to put a bullet through my 
body。 The situation was clear enough， and 工 decided to go t 加 
Bordeaux immediately in order to come to an understanding 
with my opponent 工 at once wrote foly to M 开 ugane， 
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endeavouring to make him see matters in their true light，but 
at the same time declared myself incapablje of understanding 
how a man couUld bring himself to keep a woman with him by 
force, when she no longer wished to remain. 工 ended by inform- 
ing him that 工 should reach Bordeaux at the same time 88 my 
letter，and imrmmediately upon my arrival there woud let him 
know at what hotel to find me; also that 工 would not tel his 
wife of the step 工 wasg taking，and that he could consequently 
act without restraint 工 did not conceal from him，what indeed 
waas the fact，that 工 was Undertaking this journey under great 
di 伍 cujties, as under the circumstances 工 considered it impossible 
to wait to have my passport endorsed by the Erench envoy。 
At the same time II wrote a few lines to Mme. Laussot, exhorting 
her to be calm and self-possessed，but，true to Imy purpose， 
refrained from even hinting at any movement on my part 
(When，years afterwards，I told Liszt fthis story，he declared 
工 had acted very stupidly in not telling Mome. Laussot of my 
intentions.) 工 took leave of 玉 arl the same day, in order to set 
out next Imorning from Geneva on my tedious journey across 
rance， But 工 was 8o exhausted by all this that I could not 
help thinking I 工 was going to die。 Ihat same night 工 wrote to 
Trau Ritter in Dresden, to this effect, giving her a short account 
of thbe incredible difoeulties 工 had been drawn into， As a 
matter of fact， 工 suffered great inconvenience at the French 
frontier on account of my passport; 工 was made to give my 
exact place of destination，and it was only upon my assuring 
them that Pressling family affairs required my immediate 
presence，thbat the authorities showed exceptional leniency and 
allowed me to proceed. 

I 工 travelled by Lyons through Auvergne by stage-coach for 
three days and two nighte， ftill at length 工 reached Bordeaux. 
It was the middle of May，and as 工 surveyed the town from a 
height at early dawn 工 saw it lit up by a fre that had broken 
out 工 alighted at hbe Hatel Quatre Soeurs，and at once sent 
8& note to 人， Laussot，informing him that 工 held myself at 
his disposal and would remain in all day to receive him。 工 
was nine 0 clock in the moring when I sent him this message. 
工 waited in vain for an answer, til at last，late ip the after- 
noon，I recelved a summons from the police-station to present 
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myeself immediateljy。 There 工 was first of all asked whether my 
passport was in order. 工 acknowledged the dif 人 culty 工 found 
myself in with regard to it，and explained that family matterg 
had necessitated my placing myself in thig position. 

I was thereupon informed that precisely thbis family matter， 
which had no doubt brought me there，w8as the cause of their 
having to deny me the permilssion to remain in Bordeaux any 
longer. JIn answer to my question，they did not conceal the 
fact that these proceedings against me were being carried out 
at the express wish of the family concerned.。 TIhis extraordinary 
revelation immediately restored my good-humour。 I asked the 
police inspector whether，after such a trying ]journey，I might 
not be aljlowed a couple of days” rest before returning; this 
Tequest he readily granted，and told me that in any case there 
could be no chance of my meeting the family in question，asg 
they had left Bordeaux at mid-day。 工 used these two days to 
recover from my fatigue，and also wrote a letter to Jessie，in 
which I told her exactly what had taken place，without con- 
cealing my contempt at the behaviour of her husband，who 
could expose his wife's honour by a denunciation to tbhe police- 
I also added that our friendship could certainly not continue 
until she had released herself from so humiliating a position- 
The next thing was to get thig letter safely delivered。 The 
information furnished me by the police of 从 cials was not su 挂 - 
cient to enlighten me 8a8 to what had exactly taken place in 
the Laussot family，whethber they had left home for some length 
of time or merely for a day, so 工 simply made up my mind to 
go to their house。 工 rang the bell and the door sprang open ; 
without meeting any one 工 walked up to the first-foor fat， 
the door of which stood open， and went from room to room til 
I reached Jessie's boudoir，where 工 placed my jletter in her 
work-basket and returned the way 工 had come。 工 recelived no 
reply，and set out upon my return journey 8a8 soon 8a8 the term 
of rest granted me had expired， Ihe fne May weather had a 
cheering effect upon me，and the clear water，8a8 well as the 
agreeable name of he Dordogne，along whbose banks the post- 
chaise travelled for some disgtance，gave me great pleasure. 

工 was also entertalined by the conversation of two fellow- 
travellers，a priest and an o 仁 cer，about the necessity of putting 
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much more humane and broad-minded than his military in- 
terlocutor，who could onjly repeat the one refrain， “7! au em 
jna7. 7 工 now had a look at yons，and in a walk round the 
town tried to Tecall the scenes in 工 amartine'8 玖 store des 
Carozdtzs，where he so vividly describes the siege and surrender 
of the town during the period of the Convention Nationajle. 
At last I arrived at Geneva，and returned to the Byron hotel, 
where 及 arl Ritter was awaiting me。 During my absence he had 
heard from his family，who wrote very kindly concerning me. 
His mother had at once reassured him as to my condition，and 
pointed out that with people suffering from nervous disorders 
the idea of approaching death was 8a frequent symptom，and 
that there w8s consequently no occasion to feel anxious about 
me。 She also announced her intention of coming to visit Usg 
in Villeneuve with her daughter 了 milie in a few days”time. 
This news made me take heart again; this devoted family，so 
solicitous {for my welfare，seemed sent by Providence to lead 
me as 工 eo longed to be led, to a new life。 Both ladies arrived 
in time to celebrate my thirty-seventh birthday on the twenty- 
second of May。 The mother，Frau Julie，partieularly made a 
deep impression upon me。 工 had only met her once before in 
Dresden，when 玉 arl had invited me to be present at the per- 
formance of a quartette of his own composition，given at hils 
mothers house。 On this occaslon the respect and devotion 
shown me by each member of the family had delighted me. 
The mother had hardqdly spoken to me，but when I was leaving 
she was moved to tears as she thanked me for my visit， 工 was 
unable to understand her emotion at the time，but now when 
I reminded her of it she was surprised，and explained that she 
had felt so touched at my unexpected kindness to her son. 
She and her daughter remained with us about a week。 We 
sought diversion in excursions to the beautiful Valais，but did 
not succeed in dispelling rau Ritter's sadness of heart，caused 
by the knowledge of recent events of which she had now been 
informed，as well as by her anxiety at the course my life was 
taking。 As Tafterwards learned，it had cost the nervous， 
delicate woman a great effort to undertake this journey，and 
when TI urged her to leave her house to come and settle in 
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Switzerland with her family，so that we might al be united， 
she at jast pointed out to me that in proposing what seemed 
to her such an eccentrie undertaking， 工 was counting upon & 
strength and energy she no longer possessed.。 or the present 
8he commended her son，whom she wished to leave with me， 
to my care，8nd gave me he necessary means to keep us both 
for the time being. Regarding the state of her fortune，she 
told me that her income was limited，and now that 让 Was 
impossible to accept any help from the Laussots，she did not 
know how she would be able to come to my assistance 8u 伍 ciently 
to assure my independence。 Deeply moved，we took leave of 
this venerable woman at the end of a week, and she returned to 
Dresden with her daughter，and I never saw her again.。 

AStill bent upon discovering a means of disappearing from the 
world, I thought of choosing a wild mountain spot where I could 
retire with 及 arl， or this purpose we sought the lonely Visper 
TIhal in the canton Valais，and not without di 从 culty made our 
way 8long the impracticablje roads to Zermatt。 There，at the 
foot of the colossal and beautiful Matterhorn，we could indeed 
consider ourselves cut o 任 from the outer world， 工 tried to 
make things as comfortable as I could in this primitive wilder- 
ness，but discovered only too soon that Karl could not recon- 
cile himself to his surroundings。 卫 ven on the second day he 
owned that he thought it horrid，and suggested that it would 
be more pleasant in the neighbourhood of one of the lakes. 
We studied the map of Switzerland，and chose Thun for our 
next destination。 Unfortunately 工 again found myself re- 
duced to a state of extreme nervous fatigue, in which the slight- 
est effort produced a profuse and weakening perspiration.。 Only 
by the greatest strength of will was 工 able to make my way 
out of the valley; but at last we reached TIhun，and with re- 
newed courage engaged a couple of modqest but cheerful rooms 
looking out on to the road，and proposed to wait and see how 
we should like it。 In spite of the reserve which still betrayed 
his shyness of character， 工 found conversation with my young 
friend always pleasant and enlivening. 工 now realised the 
piteh of fuent and overfowing vivacity to which the young 
man could attain，Pparticularly at night before retiring to 
rest，when he would squat down beside my bed，and in the 
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agreeable，pure dialect of the German Baltie provinces，give 
free expression to Whatever had exeited his interest。 工 ._w88 
exceedingly cheered during these dayg by the perusal of the 
Odyssey，which I had not read for so long and which had 
fallen into my hands by chance。 了 omerg long-suffering hero， 
always homesick yet condemned to perpetual wandering，and 
always valiantly overcoming all di 俩 eculties，was strangely sym- 
pathetic to me。 Suddenly the peaceful state 工 had scarcely yet 
entered upon was disturbed by a letter which 玉 arl received from 
Mnme. Laussot.。 He did not know whether he ought to show 直 
to me,， 88 he thought Jessie had gone mad。 工 tore it out of his 
hand，and found she had written to say that she felt obliged 
to let my friend know that she had been su 值 ciently enlightened 
about me to make her drop my acquaintance entirely。 工 after- 
wards discovered，chiefly through the heljp of Frau Ritter, that 
in consequence of my jletter and my arrival in Bordeaux，J. 
Laussot，together with Mrs。Taylor，had _ immediately taken 
Jessie to the country，intending to remain there Until the news 
Was received of my departure, to accelerate which he had appjlied 
to the police authorities。 While they were away，and without 
telling her of my letter and my journey，they had obtained 
8 promise from the young woman to remain quiet for a year， 
give up her visit to Dresden，and，above all, to drop all corre- 
spondence with me; since，under these conditions，she was 
promised her entire freedom at the end of that time，she had 
thought it better to give her word.。 Not content with this， 
however，the two conspiratores had immediately set about 
calumniating me on 8] sides，and fnally to Mme， Laussot 
herself，saying thbat 工 was the initiator of thigs plan of elope- 
ment.。 Mrs。 Iaylor had written to my wife complaining of 
my intention to commit adultery，at the same ftime expressing 
her pity for her and offering her support; the unfortunate 
Minna，who now thought she had found a hitherto unsuspected 
rea80n for my resolve to remain separated from her，wrote 
back compjlaining of me to Mre. Taylor。 The meaning of an 
innocent remark II had once made had been strangely mis- 
interpreted，and matters were now 8ggravated by making 证 
appear 88 though 工 had intentionally lied. In the course of 
playful conversation Jessie had once told me that she belonged 
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to no recognised {form of religion，her father having been a 
member of a oertain sect which did not baptise either acocording 
to the Protestant or the Roman Catholie ritual ; whereupom 
工 had comforted her by assuring her that 工 had come in contact 
with much more questionable sects,，ag shortly after my marriage 
in 玉 0nigsberg 工 had learned that iti had been solemnised by 
2 hypocrite。 God alone knows in what form this had beem. 
repeated to the worthy British matron，but，at all evente，she 
told my wife that 工 bad said 工 was“not legally married to 
her.” In any case，my wife's answer to this had no doubt 
furnished further material with which to poison Jessie's mind 
against me，8and this letter to my young friend was the resUlt 
工 must admit that，seen by this light，the cirecumstance at 
which 工 felt most indignant was the way my wife had been 
treated，and while 工 was perfectly indifferent as to whbat the 
rest of the party thought of me, 工 immediately accepted 玉 arls 
offer to go to Ziirich and see her, so 8as to give her the exzplanation 
necessary to her peace of mind,， While awaiting his returny， 
TI received a letter from Liszt, teling me of the deep Impression 
made upon him by my Zojpengrza score，which had caused hina 
to make up his mind as to the future in store for me。 He ak 
the same time announced that, as 工 bad given him the permlssion 
to do so, he intended doing all in his power to bring about the 
production of my opera at the forthcoming Herder festival im 
Weimar。 About this time 工 also heard from Erau 了 Ritter，who， 
in consequence of events of which she was well aware， thought 
herself called upon to beg me not to take the matter too munoh 
to heart。 At this moment 及 arl also returned from Ziirich，and 
8poke with great warmth of my wife'e attitade。 Not having 
found me in Paris，she had pulled herself together with re- 
Iarkable energy，and in pursuance of an earlier wish of miney 
had rented a house on the lake of Ziirich，instaled herse 直 
comfortably，and remained there in the hope of at last hearing 
from me again。 Besides thbis, he had much to tell me of Sulzers 
good sense and friendqliness, the latter having stood by, my wife 
and shown her great sympathy.。 JIn the midst of hia narrative 
了 arl suddenljy exclaimed, “Ah1l these could be called sensiblje 
people; but with such a mad Englishwoman nothing could be 
done.〉 To al this Isaid not a word，but fnally with a_ smile 
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asked him whether he would like to go over to Ziirich?9 He 
sprang Up exclaliming，“ Yes，8and as 8oon 88 possible.” “You 
shall have your way,' said 工 ; “let us pack。 工 can see no sense 
in anything either here or there.” Without breathing another 


syllable about aU thbat had happened，we left the next day for 
Ziirich。 


